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INSIDE STUF 





Dixie Farmers Down to Plug Cut 
Money, But Show Boats Going Out 


+ 


Birmingham, May 30. 

The showboats haven't gone the 
way of all flesh by a long sight. 
These late May days a whole fleet of 
the arks are being painted up, the 
bird nests pulled out of the caliopes 
and are being put into shape for 
another season. It is rather sur- 
prising the number of them that 
ply up and down southern waters 
every summer. 

The majority still present stock 
but a few are equipped with sound 
picture equipment. When talkers 
first came out, several made some 


good money going into the little 
towns where sound hadn't yet 
reached. 


The Hollywood, operated by Capt. 
J. W. Menke, is probably the most 
successful of the show boats in this 
section. He has been paddling up 
and down southern waters for years 
and has played every town along the 
Cumberland River. Last season 
business was so good that he was 
held over at Nashville several weeks. 

Veteran of the River 

Capt. Menke is getting his boat 
ready for another season. He knows 
the farmers have just about enough 
money to furnish them with chew- 
ing tobacco and little else, but he’s 
going just the same. He expects to 
set out in a few days down the Ohio 
River to the Mississippi and up Old 
Man River to St. Louis. 

This season will make his 26th on 
southern waters. 

The City of Memphis is at Louis- 
ville undergoing repairs and will set 


(Continued on page 55) 


TRUCK TALKER THEATRE 
FOR MINIATURE TOWNS 


Los Angeles, May 30. 


Roadshow talker outfit has been 
assembled to play outlying towns 
of from 300 to 500 population that 
are more than 50 miles away from 
regular film houses. Traveling air- 
dome will play the 11 most west- 
ern states and seats 350. Canvas 
sidewalls, panel front, lobby frames 
and a marquee, powered by a 5 kw. 
electric plant will be carried, in ad- 
dition to a canvas top in case of 
rain. 

Bill Arms, at present using the 
talker truck as a bally for ‘Grand 
Hotel’ at the Chinese, finishes his 
contract in two weeks and then 
takes the barnstormer out. Will 
Show a regular program at 50c top, 
Srinding two shows a night. Opens 
in Northern Arizona. 

Project was tried out a week in 
eastern California and demonstrated 
that a profit can be made. 





Done in Oil 


Signal Hill, Cal., May 30. 


Local oil fields will have a legit 
troupe under canvas to cater ex- 
Clusively to the oil drillers and 
refiners Starts here June 5. 


Otto Olmstead is the impresario. i ciety for 





There’s a Reason 





A dude ranch in New Jersey 
is getting an unusual play 
from the Broadway mob. 

It’s right in the heart of the 
applejack district. 


SLIP CONTROL 
MEN, OR ELSE 











Vaudeville’s custom of acts tip- 
ping spotlight men, etectricians and 
stage hands for good will purposes 
now has its parallel in radio, where 
the control men must be taken care 
of or heaven help the artist. 

The control men are important. 
They can make or break a mike 
artist. The latter are now making 
their control men bosom buddies, 
taking them to their homes week* 
ends, supplying them with theatre 
tickets, etc. It is a cinch for one 
of the boys at the controls to ruin 
a song or spiel and blame it on at- 
mospheric conditions. 


‘Ladder’ Angel Again? 


Brockton, Mass., May 39. 
Loser of nearly $1,000,000 when he 
backed ‘The Ladder’ on Broadway, 


Edgar B. Davis, multi-millionaire oil 
man, here last week refused to ad- 
mit or deny that he soon was to 
produce a musical comedy in New 
York City. 

Davis likewise declined to com- 
ment on the report that his com- 
pany had struck a virgin oil reserve 
in Texas after drilling a mile and 
three-quarters into the ground. 











Gang Films Again? 

Trend toward return of gangster 
pictures is quietly but definitely 
manifesting itself. Home office 
readers for most of the major com- 
panies admit being on the lookout 
for likely themes of this kind. 

Gangsters in the new cycle, how- 
ever, must take second place with 
cops, the law winning out in each 
instance. Success of ‘Scarface,’ 
authorities state, has convinced the 
story departments that the public 
ijcale happens to be the underworld, 
that’s all right, too. 








| boss . 
| Auctioning Magic 
Minneapolis, May 39. 
To raise funds for its organiza- 


| tion, the ‘Mystic 13’ held an auction 


hand tricks were sold to the highest 
bidders. 
magicians 


. . ' 
wants action stories, and if the lo-| 


| Sale at which magic and sleight-of-| 


The ‘13’ is a new local so-/| 








By Tom Mix 


(‘Variety’s ow’ reporter who's been) 
loafin’ on the job for quite a while) | 


In July, 1927, ‘Variety’ published | 
a piece | wrote wherein | gave my) 
ideas of what was wrong with the| 
motion picture industry. Now, in 
1932, again at the suggestion ot 
‘Variety’ I'm attemptin’ the same 
| thing, or in other words, to bring 
the first article up to date. 
said in 1927 goes double today an’ 
takes in the supervisor. 

While | den’t claim to rank in 
prophecy with Isaiah, Jeremiah or 
Ezekial, an’ | mention these Five- 
Star forecasters just to show that 
once upon a time ! attended Sun- 
day School—i should like to start 
my 1932 epistle by quotin’ a few 
lines, here an’ there, from my orig- 
inal thesis, published five years ago. 
In connection with what I then said 
about foolish inefficiency, waste an’ 
wild extravagance in 1927 picture 
production, | wrote: 


‘The first thing our producers will 
iknow, a group of smart, wide- 
awake, wide-seein’, wide-under- 
standin’ an’ widely efficient business 
men will find out there is money 
to be made in pictures, an’ these 
gentlemen will step in an’ take over 
the industry with the same ease that 
a certain gent named Grant, rode 
his horse into Richmond.’ 

I invite a glance backward over 
motion picture history during the 
past five years—did the Chase Na- 
tional Bank, Hayden, Stone & Co., 
Goldman & Sachs, Kuhn, Loeb & 
Co., Harley L. Clarke an’ one or two 
others have to ‘step in,’ own 
horse or even take a ride in the di- 
rection of Hollywood? They 





did 





Baggage Car Dansant, 
Mystery Trip Feature, 





Cincinnati, May 30. 

Dancing aboard train and free | 
eats are bargain baits added to rail- 
road excursions out of this city. 
Another new lure of the reduced 
rate rail ride in these times is an 
unannounced destination. The first 


What |) 


i P 

° 
| DeMille’s Bathtub 
(Continued on page 23) { 


| 6g Hollywood, May 390. 
Combining a bathtub with the 


Packs Holiday Crowd | Director is now testing for th 


F ON FILM BIZ 





With First Families Dining on Budgets, 


Waiters’ Thrills Come from Joe Mugs 





Throwaways 





Los Angeles, May 30. 

Service charge passes spread 
over town for the opening of 
the Star and Garter, burlesque, 
were ‘good for any 75-cent seat, 
service charge of 25 cents per 
person.’ 

Advertised prices were 
and 20 cents. 


WORRIERS HEAD 
BACK T0 LAND 


Chicago, May 30. 

Making a direct appeal to the un- 
employed who cannot survive in the 
city, local farm-lands agents are 
finding that they can dispose of 
vacant country acres which for- 
merly found no buyers. These sales 
agents are working strictly on the 
‘Back to Nature’ theme, and the 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Bibie, C. B. DeMille has a Roman 
bathing scene in his current ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ that allows him full 
sway for his bathtub splendor of 


lead femme to meet his specifica- 
tions of ‘physical allure combined 
with a quality of spirituality.’ Lead 
is a Christian martyr who goes to 
the Roman lions. 

After photographing a half dozen 
or more Hollywood candidates De- 
Mille admits it is hard getting the 
spiritual—s. a. combination and will 





such rolling dansant and eats 
combo was pulled off today by the 
Southern Railway System under! 
|‘Mystery Tour’ billing. At $1.75 per | 
head, the rattler was jammed to the | 
lrear platform. It left here at 1} 
p. m. and returned shortly er ses, 
| midnight. 

Train dancing was in a baggage | 
|car to the music of a five-piece | 
j}orchestra. The destination proved 
|to be a grove about 90 miles south 
lof Cincy, where the band also 
| played for dancing and dinner was! 








served. 


In its newspaper advertising of 


ithe excursion, the Southern Rail-| 
|way System announced: ‘The | 
| Mystery Special will start with 
|sealed orders. Mystery, romance 


and adventure all combined in this | 


tour, 


‘An afternoon and evening in} 
| mysteryland. There will be an or- | 
chestra—dancing on the train and 
at destination. Delicious chicken 
|dinner, Get up a party or take the 
ifamily, $1.75 covers everything.’ 


;tract after having been 


af 
'Va 


have tests made of candidates in 
New York. 





Told What’s Wrong with 
Films; H’wood Harkens | 


Emjo Basshe, 22-year-old former 
director of Provincetown Playhouse, 
has been brought here by Joe 
Schnitzer. Will be groomed for 
screen directing. 








Schnitzer says he made the con- 
intrigued | 


by Basshe’s magazine article on | 
‘What's Wrong With the Pic-! 
tures.” Liked the ideas and wants! 


to put them to work 


DIDN’T TAKE LONG 
Joe White and Clarence Gaskill’s 
tune in honor of Amelia Farhart's 
Atlantic flight will be published by 
DeSylva. 
Song is titled ‘Amelia, We’re Proud 
You. ‘ 


Dining out in the best manner 
has taken on a new note, according 
to the tonier maitres d’hotel who 
preside over rendezvous of the New 
York elite. Society still wants to 
put on the dog, be seen at all the 
best places. But the blue-bloods are 
counting their pennies. Their eve- 
nings out are as carefully budgeted 
as a stenographer’s holiday. 

Smart diners have gone table 
a’hote. They have ceased to be 
gourmands assembling subtle deli- 
eacies from the mysteries of the 
French a la carte. They are no 
longer interested in culinary magic, 
the secret of which is known only 
to Louis, Gaston or Victor. Social- 
registerite acceptance of special 
dinners is ruled by the knowledge 
that the price is fixed and the total 
for an evening’s diversion will not 
exceed an allotted sum. 

Tips are distributed on the theory 
that anything greater than 10% is 
vulgar ostentatious. An amazing 
number of select dinner patrons has 
completely abolished the custom. 
The attendant waiter is rewarded 
with the information that he served 
his party well. The captain may go 
out and celebrate with the knowl- 
edge that his patrons were pleased 
with that choice table near the win- 
dow. Today’s blue bloods know 
that it’s smart to be impecunious, 

The most select® dinner resorts, 


(Continued on page 63) 


LOS ANGELES UNCLES 
ALL YELLING ‘UNCLE!’ 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

Loudest depression cries in town 
are coming from the Main street 
pawnbrokers who claim their busi- 
ness is hard hit. 

Main street is a lane of honky- 
tonk theatres, flop houses and 
pawnbrokers. In the past few 
months half a dozen of the red- 
fronted loan offices have closed 
their doors and turned their 
pledges over to others for redemp- 
tion, 

It appears that no one has any- 
thing to pawn, and those who have 
hocked the family jewels are unable 
to redeem them or pay interest. Few 
people are in the market for jew- 








|elry or other articles that find their 


way to the material uncles, so the 
pawnshop operators are just out of 


| luck. 
5 for 2 
Joe Cunningham the Philly 
humorist and sports’ writer, is 


debuting as a theatrical author for 
sjurns and Allen. He will contribute 


gags to the LB-A air routines. This 
is Cunningham's maiden assignment 
in show biz. 

yn gives Burns and Allen a 


Additi 
ery 


battery of writers including Harry 
W. Conn, Carroll Carroll, Eugene 
|Concad, Al Boasberg and Cunning- 
ham, all feeding them gags for the 
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Tuff Muge—a Phoney!—Used to Frame 


Hollywood's Champ Framer, Grauman 


Holly wood, 


framed the 





May 30. 
Coast's 


They 


champ 


finally 
framer—Sid Graumal It 
innocently enougn 


but Ho 


started some 


weeks ago, livwood's 


hief mischief maker went the 


hard 


extent that 


way for the gag to such 
suddenly 
realizing that rauman 
was gullible, 
built it up. 
of Sammy 
notorious guerilla. 

Now Sammy is head _ builder- 
upper to Georgie Raft, and Georgie 
hack to the days of the 
Charleston and vaselined hair 
when he flung his feet so fast that 
even ‘One Take’ Durante couldn't 
keep up with him on the black Keys. 
feet fly no though 
glittering hair He's 
an actor in demand as a 
heavy. Meanwhile, Fenn 
looks after Georgie in various Ways 
com- 


merely sat back and 
Hoax wa: the picking 


Fenn as Chicago's most 


goes 


Georgzie'’s more, 


the remains 
become 
Sammy 
besides being his constant 
panion., 

This particular 
was minus Georgie and at a restau- 


evening Sammy 


ant table all alone. The ever curi- 
ous Sid asked Bill Perlberg who 
the stranger was and Bill, still 
munching a jocular mental hang- 
over from Baker's field-goal at 


South Bend, facetiously replied! 
‘Why, no one else but the toughest 
mugg in Chicago.’ Which intrigued 
Grauman sufficiently t» ask for an 
introduction, 

The Builder-Upper 

Just then Fenn, who had finally 
decided outwaiting a waiter was 
futile, started out. Passing Perl- 
berg, and knowing him, Fenn 
stopped long enough to remark: 
‘Say, dii’ja see ‘Scarface’ yet? Why, 
not a mugg in the picture knows 
how to handle a rod.’ And walked 
on, 

When they picked 
the table cloth, the Grauman was 
agog. Not only must he have an 
introduction but Fenn positively 
had to attend the Chinese theatre 
opening of ‘Grand Hotel’ as Sid's 
guest with a pair of $11 stubs 
scribbled on the cuff. This was all 
duly se2n to and arranged. But 
when Fenn called at the boxoffice 
there was a mixup and no tickets. 
A phone call and an agitated answer 
from Grauman to the b. o. youths 
got Fenn his pasteboards pronto 
on a ‘thank you.’ 

Seeing that Grauman was up to 
his hips in awe of the country’s 
supposed toughest trigger, Perlberg 
declared the slightly bewildered but 
appreciative Fenn in on the frame 
and got him to phone Grauman just 
before the latter’s opening night. 
Conversation had Fenn telling the 
theatre man that the gendarmes 
were after him, he’d have to stay 
under cover for a while and he 
must have a job. 

Fenn almost bfew the whole thing 
wide open by fumbling his lines 
when he got in front of Grauman, 
but the Coast impresario was too 
excited over his Chinese premiere 
to notice the vocal stumbling. But 
Fenn got his first night tickets 
though Sid was at his wits’ end on 
the job angle. 

With Grauman suddenly called 
éast on the Roxy proposition, and 
tickeled to death to get away from 
the threatening Fenn and the job 
request, the boys had it framed for 
Fenn to wire Sid to the train that 
he couldn't duck out like that and 
that he (Fenn) was taking a plane 
and would meet him in Kansas 
City. 

gut Fenn 


Sid’s chin off 


seuttled the 
proposition by personally wiring 
(rauman: to the train that it was 
all so much hokus-pocus and hoped 
he'd have a nice trip. 


finally 


NOT INTERESTED 


Hollywood, May 930. 


Anne Nichols, with time hanging 
on her hands, got a picture idea. 
She asked Paramount to let her 


take a script home to show what she 


could do with it. She said no sal- 
ary was wanted unless they liked | 
her work. 


Nothing came of the offer 











The one best way to get) 
away from competition is to| 
do something difficult. 


eppinennedl I 
MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 








+ 





Can’t Win 


Actor was telling a group 
the good traits of a new ca 
he had bought. He said it 
was guaranteed to go 90 miles 
an hour. 

‘Yeah,’ one of the mob 
eracked back, ‘and if it does 
the finance company has one 


that will go 110’ 
From Variety's 
Bulletin. 


1 REASON HUGHES IDLE 
IS $500,000 FOR ‘ZEP’ 


Hollywood 











remote, 

Producer has the script of 
pelin’ ready but his budget, shaved 
down several times, calls for an 
expenditure of $500,000, and he can- 
not find finances for a picture at 
that cost. He’s not looking very 
hard, realizing that a film with such 
a budget these days would be flirt- 
ing with red ink. 

Hughes is mentaliy kicking him- 
self for turning down $50,000 less 
than a year ago for his rights in 
‘Queer People. Offer was made by 
an English company but at that 
time he was confident that he 
would make the picture despite all 
opposition in Hollywood. 

‘Scarface’ censorship troubles 
have made him _ reconsider his 
adamant stand on ‘People,’ with the 
activity of Louis B. Mayer and 
Joseph M. Schenck to have him lay 
off. Purely advice from the former, 
but from Schenck it’s an outright 
statement that the kidding picture 
would never be released by United 
Artists. 

Now ‘Queer People’ is on the mar- 
ket for almost any price—with no 
takers. 


L. B. Mayer Goes East 
For Talk with Hoover 


Hollywood, May 30. 

L. B. Mayer and Mrs. Mayer left 
here Sunday (29) for the east. They 
go direct to Washington where 
Mayer, Hoover delegate at large 
from California, will confer with the 
President on party matters and 
then will go to the Republican con- 
vention at Chicago after stopping 


| off at New York. 


Mayer is vice-chairman of the 
California Republican state commit- 
tee. 





Graves Spins 2 Yarns 


2 Hollywood, May 30. 

Ralph Graves has two stories on 
the fire. One is an airmail yarn he 
is doing for Metro with Wallace 
Beery in mind. Other is a Holly- 
wood subject, ‘The Queen Takes a 
Bow.’ 

Graves starts work at Columbia 
tomorrow (Tuesday) in ‘War Cor- 
respondent’ with. Jack Holt. 





LeBARON STARTS EARLY 


Hollywood, May 30. 

William LeBaron starts work as 
Paramount associate ~»roducer to- 
morrow (31), a week earlier than 
announced. 

Former Radio head had story con- 
ferences with E. P. Schulberg be- 
fore the latter left and also last 
week, but was unable to settle on a 
yarn for his first picture. 


DOUGLAS’ OPTION, VACASH 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Melvyn Douglas has left for New 
York to join his wife,. Helen 
Gahagan, for a month's vacation. 
Follows his optioning by Sam Gold- 











igo into 


|wyn for another term. 
Last picture was 
| Metro for Garbo's 
} You Desire Me.’ 


loan to 


‘AS 


on 
support in 


STALLING A WEEK FOR BING 
Hollywood, May 309. 


Paramount's 


‘Big Broadcast’ will 
;net go into work until June 20, 
| Delay will permit Bing Crosby 


|} opportunity to play a week in St. 
'Louis for Publix, starting June 3, 
| before coming on to the 
the picture. 


Coast to 


Hollywood, May ‘50. 
Chance of Howard Hughes hav- 
ing a picture on the coming year’s 
program of United Artists remains | 


‘Zep- i 





WILL MAHONEY 


Now 
Chinese 
fornia. 


appearing at Grauman’s 
Theatre, Hollywood, Cali- 


Will Rogers, in the Los Angeles 
“Examiner,” said: “Grauman has a 


|wonderful prologue. He has Will 
+Mahoney, just about the cleverest 
lone-man actor in vaudeville and 
| musical comedy. Mahoney plays the 


| xylophone better with his feet than 
iI have heard it played with hands. 


He was such a hit, he just about 
knocked old Hollywood batty.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





METRO'S MAYBE 
5 BARRYMORES; 
3 SURE 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Metro has assigned Robert Z. 
Leorard to direct John, Lionel and 
Ethel Barrymore in ‘Rasputin’. Will 
start late in June. .John Colton and 
Mercedes de Acosta are now mak- 
jing an adaptation of the story. of 
the Russian monk. 

It is possible that John and Ethel 
Colt, the actress’ children will be 
given ‘parts in the picture. John 
| Coit was given tests by Paramount 
|last fall and was on the payroll for 
la while. 
| Miss Barrymore and her children 
larrived here Friday (27) and will 
| rest up ‘before going into the pic- 
ture. 








Story Stalls Cantor 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Eddie Cantor picture, ‘Kid from 
Spain,’ scheduled to go into produc- 
tion this week at United Artists, 
will be held up for another two 
weeks at least. At the last minute 
trouble was found with the story, 
so it is in process of new treat- 
ment under supervision of Cantor. 
Four writers are trying to accom- 
plish the task. 


L. & H.’s Two Weeks 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Intention of Laurel and Hardy is 
to do only two weeks of vaude 
‘while in Europe. Virtually set for 
‘one week at the Empire, London, 
and a week at either the Madeleinne 
or Gaumont Palace in Paris. 

Comics leave here July 2 
‘away eight weeks. 


LOOKING OVER PLAY 
E. E. Griffith and Horace Jack- 
son got in last week with Rufus 
LeMaire, Georgie Raft, Mary Brian 








to be 





and Ken Murray of a film con- 
tingent. 

Griffith is slated to direct ‘An- 
imal Kingdom’ and Jackson to 





,adapt for Radio. Film version Will 
|eco-star Ann Harding and Leslie 
| Howard, the latter the stage star of 


| ‘Kingdom.’ 


VENTURINI BACK AND SET. 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Dan Venturini, director, is back 
from Japan with 7,000 feet of back- 
ground for Paramount's ‘Madame 
Butterfly.’ 

Venturini will next direct ‘Island 
of Lost Souls,’ from H. G. Wells’ 
| ‘Island of Dr. Maraue.’ 





HOWE LOAFS WITH PAY 


Holiywood, May 30: 
James Wong Howe, Fox's Chinese 
;cameraman, working with William 
|\K. Howard, was criticized by Al 
|Rockett. Hal Mohr substituted. 
Howe laying off with pay until he 
rets another assiecnment 











Carbon Comfort 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Hardy roughriding sons of the 
range seeking those scant pic- 
ture cowboy jobs have evolved 
a method of cutting the rent 
item to a minimum. Many of 
the bronc pilots charse off their 
shelter low as $1 a 
| month. 

Five punchers band together 
and rent a private garage for 
$5 a month. Using their reg- 
ular ranching equipment they 
bed down every night with 
horse blankets under their 
chins and saddles for pillows. 





for as 











‘Radio Studio Caravan 
| Makes Desperate Try 
To Preview Secretly 





Los Angeles, May 80. 
Radio the di- 


rectors 


studio execs and 


and players 
Dragon,’ ‘What 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ 
spent the weekend at Santa Bar- 
bara together with the scratch 
prints of the three pictures, 


principal 
‘Troar of the Price 


Hollywood’ and 


Starting Friday (27) one picture 
was previewed nightly. All ar- 
ranged on the q.t. in a desperate 


effort to dodge the maddening pre- 
view catchers. 

Preview caravan was headed by 
David O. Selznick and Pandro Ber- 
man, with directors, stars, casting 
directors and cutters in the flock. 


U Charges WB Unfair 
On MacMahon Contract 


Hollywood, May 30. 
filed 
Producers’ 


Universal has 
the 


against Warner Bros., claiming that 


complaint 
with Association 
latter used unfair methods in sign- 
ing Aileen MacMahon for ‘Silver 
Dollar.’ 

Universal claims it put in a call 
prior to the one by WB for the 
| player and that gave it the first 
|call on her services for ‘Once In A 
Lifetime.’ Warners. it is charged, 
took no cognizance of the priority 
right of Universal, 

Fred Beetson is now investigating 
the matter and expected.to make a 
decision this week. 


Hollywood to New York 
In Five Days Five Hours 


Bert Wheeler made Hollywood to 
New York by motor in five days and 
five hours. This is something of a 
record for amateur transcontinental 
motoring. 

Ne pinches for speeding, but a de- 
lay in New Jersey for carrying a 
gat without a N. J. license. 








SAILINGS 


York to London) 
Sam Green (Majes- 


June 23 
Mr. 
tic). 

June 22 (New York to Paris) Jean 


(New 
and Mrs. 


Tex McLeod (Rotterdam), 

June 7 (New York to London) 
Charlotte Greenwood, Martin 
Broones (Leviathan). 


June 5 (San Pedro to New York), 


aeorge Somnes (S. S. Pennsyl- 
vania). 
June 4 (London to New York), 


Hassard Short (Berengaria). 

June 4 (New York to London) 
Harry Moses (Britannic). ~ 

May 31 (Paris to New York), W. 
R. Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel (Bremen). 

May 31 (Quebec to London), 
Helen Hayes, Charles MacArthur 
(Empress of Britain). 

May 30 (London to New York) S. 
iL. Rothafel, Martin Beck, S. Jay 
Kaufman (Bremen). 

May 28 (London to New 
Charles Foley (Aquitania). 

May 27 (New York to Los 
geles), George E. Stone 
Hoover). 

May 27 (New York to London), 
Benny Thau, Felix Feist, Jr. (Eu- 
ropa). 
May 27 


York): 


An- 
(Pres. 





(New York to Paris) Mrs. 


| Elmer Rice, Doug Brinkley, Mrs. 
Cortland Smith (Europa). 
May 26 (London to New York) 


A. E. Sherman, Ingenues band, Wil- 
liams and Shields (President Hard- 


ing). 
May 26 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Claude Lara (Santa Teresa). 


Delmour, Claude Lara (Ile de! 
France). 
June 17 (Londou to New York) 


MIX WON'T PLAY 
FOR LAEMMLE 
RELATIVES 





Hollywood, May 30. 

Tom Mix has given Universal 36 
|}days’ extension on its option for 
his services, to enable Carl Laemmle 
|in person to handle the negotia-«- 
tions. 

Mix was disinclined to discuss 
|renewal terms with Stanley Berger. 
man, son-in-law of Laemm|« ind 
supervisor of the productions. West- 


bers star feels that his 24 years in 
the picture business entitle him ‘to 
| know the experience of the people 





ltives be 


he is to work with. 
In his negotiations Mix 


will ine 
sist that none of the Laemmle relae 


assigned to supervise or 
direct his’ pictures and also that 


e |}hands be kept off by those unfamil- 
ol | 


iar with his type of pictures at the 


studio. He says that inexperience 
of executives associated with the 
pictures just made has been a 


| handicap anda an annoyance. 


FROM $800 TO $3,500 
FOR LILIAN HARVEY 


Westwood, May 30. 





In securing Lilian Harvey, Eng- 
lish actress playing in German 
talkers, Fox had to take over her 


contract from UFA. She received 
$800 per week from UFA, but Fox 
has given her a substantial boost, 
said to be around the $3,500 mark 
for one year. 

Miss Harvey’s going into ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ will kill a deal Fox had on 
to get Jeanette MacDonald and 
Ernst Lubitsch from Paramount for 
‘Bitter Sweet.’ Miss MacDonald had 
insisted on Lubitsch or Frank Bore 
zage as her director as a contine 
gency of her accepting. 


J-S Attaches Bennett’s 
Salary After 10% Chill 


Los Angeles, .May 30. 

Constance Bennett’s attitude in 
the Joyce & Selznick $15,000 com- 
mission suit against her is. that 
Warner Brothers should pay the full 
10% of her $300,000 salary for two 
pictures. 

Agency understanding is that the 
studio agreed to and did pay half 
of Miss Bennett’s commission. J-S 
has slapped an attachment on the 
next $15,000 coming to the star at 
WE. 





Keaton’s Halt 


Hollywood, May 30. 
‘Speak Easily,” Buster Keaton 
comedy put in drydock last week, 
will resume tomorrow (31). ‘ 
Story trouble developed and a 
number of writers were assigned to 
formulate new material. 





Thompson to Par 


Hollywood, May 39. 
Harlan Thompson is now at Par- 
amount as writer on ‘Phantom 
President’ for George M. Cohan. 
Rogers and Hart will work on the; 
story also and insert songs. 24 





BELLE BENNETT STRICKEN . 


Harrisburg, Pa., May 20. 

Belle Bennett, stage and screen 
actress, was admitted to the Har- 
risburg hospital suffering from 
anemia. , i 

She, with her husband, Frederick’ 
Windermier, a pioneer Hollywood 
director, now with Charles Chaplin, 
and Diana Gordon, actress, camé 
here as guests of Dr. and Mrs. Rob- 
ert Denison for the Memorial holi- 
day period. Miss Bennett became 
ill shortly after arriving. 


FARMING OUT WEEKS 


Hollywood, May 
Barbara Weeks’ contract 
taken over by Columbia for 
year from Samuel Goldwyn. 
United Artists slack production 
this year is responsible, the girl 
returning to Goldwyn next year for 
three more years. 





30. 
was 
one 


Orsatti’s Talent Trip 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Frank Orsatti, one of the newer 
crop of agents associated with Mil- 


ton Bren, is on his way to New 
York, 
He’s out for new faces for the 


screen. 























\ 


I 
a 
v 


4aAat - 


~ 


! 


tir 
he 
hi 
th 
in 
Vv 

su 
or 
p> 








= 








i 


cS omwrte = mw *e re 


~_ 


Ww =v es 


rw were @ 





~~ 





r* 
. 
- 








7) 


, the 


Tuesday, May 31, 1932 *_ 


——— -- 


PECTURES 


VARIETY 





—_- 











\Georgie Raft, Screen’s New, Sinister 


Pash, Is a Sucker for a Torch Song 


By RUTH MORRIS 

Twenty-one months ago, George 
Raft came back from Hollywood, 
and nobody cared. To the Broad- 
way initiate, he represented a good 
hot dancer who couid always find 
a spot in a band act or floor show, 
but had chosen to play inconspicu- 
ous gangster bits in the talkers, 

Last week Mr. Raft staged a sec- 
ond reentry into his home town. 
Now he’s Paramount's white- 
haired, patent-leather coiffed boy. 

He’s hailed as the ‘new Valentino,’ 
‘ex-Gigolo,’ the ‘former body- 
guard of a gangster’—phrases cal- 
culated to intrigue the press for 
which they were devised. 

Quite to his own surprise, Mr. 
Raft hes achieved a name for him- 
self. He's star stuff in the making. 

His habitat on the last trip was 
Broadway. Now he travels the 
ce’eb route between personal ap- 
pearances at the, Paramount and 
publicity teas conducted on the 
swankier east side of town. His old 
cronies are already, perhaps pre- 
maturely, announcing that’ they 
‘knew him when.’ Chatterer inter- 
views discuss his ‘gleaming black 
hair: his penetrating brown eyes; 
his fascinating, almost cobra-like 
smile.’ 

Mr. Raft would perhaps like to 
see a cobra smile, just so he could 
get some idea of his new person- 
ality. It’s all a little nebulous right 
now. 

He didn’t set out 
to work toward cinema anyway. 
He went because of a girl. She was 
a swell girl, says Mr. Raft, and oc- 
casionally worked in pictures. 

When a friend offered him a 
gangster part in ‘Quick Millions,’ 
he hopped at an opportunity that 
would prolong his stay in Holly- 
wood. ‘Scarface’ brought a series 
ef similar roles that didn’t electrify 
the world. Suddenly, just like that, 
every company proffered contracts. 
Paramount's seemed best and now 
an ex-hoofer, still unable to grasp 
the situation, knows that his career 
as an actor will last for at least the 
duration of a year’s contract, stip- 
ulating six featured roles. 

‘I haven't doped it out yet,’ he 
confides, looking as though he’d like 
to go into his Charleston to gain 
breathing space for thinking. 

A Male Cinderella 

The male Cinderella aspect of the 
Hollywood chapter fits in with 
earlier episodes in a career that 
has been a succession of surprises. 
Years ago, Raft didn’t really expect 
to win the Joe Frisco Dance Con- 
test at Bill Hardy’s ‘Palm Garden.’ 
He just competed and came off with 
the prize. He didn’t think that 
would lead to vaudeville dates with 
Joe Frisco, and so on to the Guinan 
Club and specialties with the Bernie 
band. Now, the strangest turn of 
events has people talking about him 
as though he were an actor, 

'Mr. Raft isn’t yet convinced that 

he can act, thougk he enjoys fol- 
lowing undogmatic direction and 
plaving swift, tense scenes. He's 
deeply grateful to Paul Muni who 
gave him any number of tips in 
‘Scarface’ and wised him up to the 
elementary tricks that simplify 
scenes. He's glad that set orches- 
tras play soft, sobby music during 
rehearsals. A wistful torch ballad 
—particularly ‘Many Happy Returns 
of ‘the Day,’ which was wrapped up 
with the collapse of his Hollywood 
romance—can melt him to tears. 

‘Memories’ was the tune selected 
for the rehearsal of his ‘Scarface’ 
death scene, hailed by the critics 
as a great piece of acting. The mu- 
sic, the reactions of the cast, his 
own vivid picture of the scene, crept 
under Mr. Raft’s ckin. 

‘There I was dead on the floor. 


to Hollywood 


I could feel Ann Dvorak’s _ tears 
falling on my cheek. Paul Muni 
was on the other side whispering 


“I didn’t know—I didn’t know.” The 
whole thing got me.’ 

Fortunately for the success of the 
scene, Mr. Raft explains, the two 
kneeling figures masked him from 
the cameras, otherwise the audience 
would have been treated to a 
glimpse of George Raft sobbing over 
his own unfortunate demise. 








Mr. Raft has no preconceived no- | 


tions as to the parts he'll play, but 
he is wary of publicity that couples 
his name with Valentino's. 
thinks the association of identities 
invites a dangerous comparison that 
Valentino fans will resent. 
success against the glorious mem- 
Ory of an idol is harder than com- | 
pPtinge with living actors—and that’s 
hard 


ene ign. | 


He | 
| day (27) on the 
| attache 
Pitting | Alley 
| sailed 





BEBE-BEN BID 


Marshall Roles Offered 
Daniels-Lyon on Coast 
Hollywood, May 30. 

An offer of $4,500 for Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon to play ‘Al- 
ways Juliet’ on the Coast, in legit, 
has been made through Jenie 
Jacobs. 

Another married stage pair, Edna 
Best and Herbert Marshall, did 
‘Juliet’ on Broadway, closing pre- 
maturely there to permit Marshall 
to jump west for a Paramount pic- 
ture. 


VOLUNTARY WB 
UP FOR BRENT 


Best - 





Hollywood, May 30. 

George Brent, whom Warner 
Brothers is pushing for stardom, is 
reported in for an unsolicited salary 
raise when his option comes up for 
renewal shortly. The fact that 
Brent has asked for nothing beyond 
what his contract calls for, plus the 
studio’s satisfaction with his work, 
is said to be the prime reasons be- 


hind the summer time Santa Claus 
intent. 
Placing of Brent opposite Ruth 


Chatterton in her first WB picture, 
‘The Rich Are Always With Us,’ 
elicted a request from the femme 
star that Brent be her leading 
man in all her future pictures. 
Whether this will be acceded to 
is not known, but it gives an in- 
sight into the standing of the for- 
mer legit actor on the Burbank lot. 

Situation ranks among the rare 
instances of a screen player's sal- 
ary being voluntarily raised by his 
studio, and under the stress of pres- 
ent conditions becomes that much 
more unique. 


‘Morality Bond’ Demands 
Incite Adventure Crew 


Hollywood, May 30. 
To assure that they wouldn't go on 
the make for South Sea girls, $500 
bond of members of ‘The Soul 
Trader’ adventure-travelog company 
supposed to go to the South Seas. 
Result is that Jack Irwin and Leslie 








H. Carter, promoters, have been 
named as defendants on grand theft 
charges. 


Several youths sought employment 
with the company and paid their 
money, but the boat never took off. 


Murnau’s Brother 








Hollywood, May 20. 
Robert Murnau, Berlin newspaper 


man and brother of the late direc- 
tor, F. W. Murnau, is here free- 
lancing. 


Primary object of the visit is to 
settle his brother's estate. Latter 
consists of his yacht and a home 
in Tahiti. 





Selwyns Will Stay West, 
But East Gets Salaries 


Culver City, May 30. 
Edgar and tuth Selwyn are 
through with the stage for the rest 


of the year, and will stick to pic- 
tures. Director-actress couple still 
have two apartments in New York 


and a house at Great Neck that they 
can't rent. 
Selwyn’'s 


next picture for Metro 


will be ‘Man of the Nile,’ his Own | 
original, for Ramon Novarro. He} 
is now directing ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 





It Ain’t the Same 


After being away from Broadway 


for a couple of years, Benny Thau 
thought so much of the old home 
town that he advanced his sailing 


date a week and pushed off last Fri- 
Europa. The Metro 
he wanted the 
He was to have 


had all ot 
after a week. 
June 3g. 

Thau is on a six months’ scouting 
jaunt of European capitals 
Metr. 


for | 





Scene of Toil 


Culver City, May 30. 

Ritzy bungalow formeriy oc- 
cupied by Gloria Swanson on 
the Pathe lot is now being 
used as offices by J. G. Bach- 
man, 

Exec passes from the elabor- 
ate living room to the softly 
lighted dining roor: and then 
into a delicately tinted bed- 
room as part of the day’s work. 


Richard Wayne Sues 
Divorced Wife Over 
Broken Loafing Pact 


Hollywood, May 30. 
A contract for $1,000 per month 
given him by his wife, for relin- 
quishing his real estate business 
and traveling with her, is the sub- 
ject of a suit by Richard Wayne, 
former film actor, against his wife, 
Mrs. Antoinette Converse Wayne. 
Couple were married in 1926, and 
shortly after Wayne was handed 
the contract allegedly good for life. 
In 1927 Mrs, Wayne assertedly ob- 
tained a divorce in Europe and ter- 
minated the contract. Wayne is su- 
ing for an unnamed sum for the 
| unpaid months. New York Supreme 
Court recently upheld the validity 
of the contract. 


Bill Powell Probable for 
Schwab-DeSylva Musical 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Among the picture names men- 
tioned for the Larry Schwab-Buddy 
DeSylva musical are Bill Powell 
and Bert Wheeler, Wheeler has 
been previously reported as stand- 
ing a chance of joining this troupe, 

but the Powell candidacy is new. 
Powell is currently under contract 
to Warners, but it is expected that 
arrangements are under way where- 
by he will return to the stage for 

















; the musical comedy. It means Pow- 


ell will be “due in the east late this 
summer to start rehearsal if the 
deal is closed. 

Schwab and DeSlyva are produc- 
ing the show themselves with none 
of their former partners in this 
time. The two men are working 
on the script at DeSylva’s Malibu 
spot and have tentatively titled the 
show ‘Angels‘ Flight.’ Present plans 
are for a Pittsburgh September 
break-in prior to the New York 
debut, 


Those Dietrich Gams 
Due for Re-exposure 








Hollywood, May 30. 

Marlene Dietrich’s famous gams, 
hidden from the public in her last 
three pictures, will stage a come- 
back in the disputed ‘Blonde Venus.’ 

It was partly the script’s torrid 
element that caused the differences 
between Paramount and Josef Von 
Sternberg. Script now being filmed 
is virtually the original, although 
studio gives out the impression it 
is a compromise affair. 

Understood that the Hays office 
got concerned on lamping the script 
and asked for a toning down. Some 
of the scenes as written in the 
script are to show much more of 
Dietrich than the famous legs. 

Trend of the story is of a good 
woman gone wrong to support her 
child. One of the protests of the 
Hays office to the script was that 
the kid accompanies the lady of 
the evening on some of her expe- 
| ditions, 


Cohan’s 2-in-1 


George M. Cohan, who left New 
‘York Friday (27) for the Coast, is 
attempting a job considered in home 
loffices even unique for Hollywood. 

While playing the title role in the 
‘filming of ‘Phantom President,’ he 
| will simultaneously write the story 
lror ‘The Song of the Eagle’ an 
original. 

Both are for Paramount. 


Lila Lee for Col. 


Mayr 39 














Hollywood, 

Lila Lee is picked for femme lead 

with Jack Holt and Ralph Graves 

in ‘War Correspondent’ at Colum- 
bia. 

Paul 


Sloan gets it into work this 


| 


; week, 








not 
' 





Giving the New Screen Writer 
Full Opportunity to Develop 





ONE SOLUTION 


Too Tough in Pictures So Lewis 
Enters Politics 


Hollywood, May 80. 

Unable to earn a living acting in 
pictures, Mitchell Lewis, film actor 
for the past 15 years, will campaign 
for office of State Assemblyman 
from the Hollywood district. Prim- 
aries are in August and election in 
November. 

It will be Lewis’ initial dive into 
politics, 


CAGNEY-WB 
ARE WILLING 


May 
James Cagney and Warners have 
aside their masks and it is 
likely that the trouble 
tween them will be adjusted. 





Hollywood, 


30, 


cast 


quite be- 


Though Cagney has been around 
Hollywood denying that he has any 
intentions of patching his differ- 
ence with the Burbank studio, and 
although his agent, 


has insisted that there was no 
chance of a peace pact, Cagney 
has been seen on the First National 
lot and even spoke with one of those 
connected with the chain gang story 
to get a line on it and find out what 
value one of the lead parts had. 
During the past few days Cagney 
has given up the talk about his 
European trip and also said he was 
coming to the end of a well earned 
vacation, still not indicating what 
would be in sight when it ended, 


Mary Astor Returning 
To Colony for Baby 


reorge Frank, 





Hollywood, May 30. 

Mary Astor has changed her mind. 
She is coming back to Hollywood 
after all to have the baby born and 
probably give Louella Parsons an 
opportunity to sit at the bedside. 

Miss Astor had to choose between 
the Parsons blurbs and a yachting 
trip to the South Seas with her hus- 
band. She chose the latter. 

Last week the actress decided 
that she would put into Honolulu 
around Aug. 15 for the baby arrival. 
Now she cables home that she will 
stay around Honolulu for a couple 
of months and then hit for a Holly- 
wood hospital. 

Father in the case is Dr. Franklin 
Thorpe, 


Chas. Ray’s Legit 


Hollywood, May 309. 
Charles Ray opens June 5 in San 





Francisco, in ‘House Beautiful.’ 
At the Aleazar under Henry 
Duffy. 





Rapf’s Condition Better; 
Must Rest Four Weeks 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Harry Rapf, who was stricken 
while at a golf club a week ago, will 
be away from the Metro studio for 
another four or five weeks on advice 
of his physicians. 
overwork caused 


Doctors claim 


his collapse, which for a time was | 
| feared to be a paralytic shock. 


His 
right eye, affected at the time, will 
be permanently impaired, 
physicians say. 


AS WRITER, GOOD ACTOR 

Hollywood, May 39. 
Jouett did not find 
as a writer. It was 
for his wife, Doris Anderson. 


Anthony 
zoing so good 


okay 


So he tried donning the grease paint } 


and 
have 


He is 


Metro-Goldwyn 
find 


under a 


figure 


him. 


they 
new in 


seven-vear con- 


the | 


Is the Latest Among Producers 


+ 


On the calculation that there are 


now more writers in the east than 
west, and that originality of theme 
is the most important phase of 
1932-33 production, major company 
home-offices are going to unheard 
of extremes to attract the scriveners 
in and around New York. 

What is shaping up a new 
policy for all of the companies is 
the steering system, whereby freee 
lance writers will be personally 
guided during their development of 
a story. In some instances, cash in 
advance is being offered as an ine 
centive for writers to stick at their 
machines. 

Universal has adopted the quicke 


as 


est turn-over for writers yet cone 
sidered by the industry. Charles 
Beahan, eastern story editor, has 
effected this method _in the two 
months he has been with U. 

It starts from the time a writer 


submits an idea in the rough to 
Beahan. If he likes he wires it to 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., on the Coast 
If Laemmle wires back okay Bea- 
han then advances immediate cash 
and tells the author to develop the 
idea into story formation. 

Pro-Con on Cash 

Other companies, including Parae- 
mount, oppose the advance cash 
angle. They declare that from exe 
perience many a well known author, 
after getting the down payment, 
has forgotten about developing the 
story. This, and also that the 
story, when developed, has not the 
promise seemingly contained in the 
idea. 

Universal, however, is taking such 
experiences into account. Writers 
who get the first money must ree 
port three or four times weekly to 
the home office for consultation 
with Beahan. By the time the 
story is complete Universal knows 
exactly what to expect. 

This method, now being generally 
adopted, is where the steering part 
of handling eastern writers comes 
in. All majors are finding that 
guidance of story formation is not 
only a saving to the writer but a 
marked economy to th. company 
since it does not necessitate turne 
ing an unsatisfactory script over 
to another writer for revision. 

Coincident with the kindly treate 
ment to encourage the writer to 
more immediate sales and do away 
with the author's speculation as to 
what will happen to his manuscript 
upon completion, is the revelation 
that picture writers, as a whole, are 
sustaining a compensation reduc- 
tion greater than that of any other 
department in films. In this re- 
spect, it is estimated by story de- 
partment representatives, writers 
are receiving on an average onee 
third of what they were paid two 
years ago. 


Writers-Editors 
Staff writers more and more, it 
is declared, are becoming editors 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Reductions or Individual Receiverships 
For Publix Subsids; Spitz on Survey 





4 
Leo Spitz, personal attorney for 
Sam Katz, and also for Publix- 
Balaban & Katz, is now in New 
York checking over all leases and 


individual corporations of the Pub- 
lix circuit. Purpose is to rid the 
company of undesirable and non- 
paying theatres, He is receiving 
the co-operation of the Paramount- 


Publix legal department. 

Spitz is holding daily meetings 
with Publix divisional directors, 
delving into the leases of desig- 
nated houses which the division 
men think are bad _  lease-holds. 


Corporation papers, contracts and 
leases are being perused, with Spitz 


then meeting the various corpora- 
tion heads, landlords and bond- 
holders to place the present the- 
atre situation before them, 

It is reported that in most cases 
Spitz is asking for a 50% reduc- 
tion in terms on the theory that 
if such a cut is not allowed Pub- 


lix will be forced t-» seek receiver- 
ships for the individual theatres 
or theatre groups concerned in 
separate corporate set-ups. 
Regarding the Orpheum (RKO), 
in. Springfield, I1l., an original Pub- 
lix-Great States dea! turned over 
to RKO for operation, this theatre 
has been turned into ua receivership 


at the instance of the bondholders 
which does not affect either the 
lease, Publix, Great ‘tates, or 
RKO. In Anderscn, Ind... the State 


and Paramount theatres i1ere have 
been thrown into recivership by 
the Jandlord. 


Rockefeller Edict 
On Academic Films 
Will Be Important 





Next September the Rockefeller 
Foundation will render a decision 
which will vitally effect the visual 


education. At that time the organ- 
ization’s general education board 
will have completed the most elab- 
orate study and survey of the status 
of films as an educator ever at- 
tempted, 

Workers in the survey being made 
hold that the Rockefeller move is of 
national significance. Pointing out 
that the picture business, itself, has 
failed in consecutive attempts over 
a period of years to interest educa- 
tors to the point of incorporating 
films in the general educational cur- 
ricula, Rockefeller spokesmen say 
that the Foundation is in a position 
to do what the industry never could 
accomplish. 

Approval of academic films would 
mean that resources of the Founda- 
tion would be used to finance pro- 
duction of the school subjects. 

The research group and investiga- 
tors are taking cognizance of all 
data so far accumulated and are 





. 


PATENTS SUITS 


Crites, Inventor, Proceeding Against 
RKO, MGM 





Hollywood, May 30. 

Two patent infringement 
have been filed here by Crites Pat- 
ents, Inc. One is against RCA and 
RKO studio, and the other 
ERPI and the Metro studio. 


sults 


against 


infringement of the photometric de- 
vices invented by Virgil C. Crites. 
Federal court asked for injunction 
and accounting of profits, but no 
specific sums named. 





DAMAGES VS. 
DISTRIBS 


Omaha, Neb., May 30. 

The first of many suits ail over 
the country filed by independents 
against film boards and film distrib- 
utors, charging discrimination, has 
been decided bere, with a $2,000 ver- 
dict entered in favor of Victor New- 
ton and Thomas H. Leddy by a 
United States district court jury 
against the Omaha Film “Soard of 
Trade and nine major film distrib- 
utors operating here, 

The suit was filed about five years 
ago, when the defendants asked 
tributors refused to sell him prod- 
uct and forced him to close 
Garden, a small neighborhood house. 
for 


taken to the circuit court, 


permit the award to stand unques- 


cisions in favor of the plaintiff in 
many other cities. 

There now is a suit pending in 
the Lincoln, Neb., federal court in 
which William Youngclaus of Madi- 
son, Neb., is plaintiff. The Allied 


Theatre Owners of Nebraska and 
Iowa are financing the suit and 


have also interested Senator Brook- 
hart of Iowa in the indies’ cause. 
That suit has been heard, but no de- 
cision was handed down. Young- 
claus was seeking an _ injunction 
against the zoning system and other 


Moving papers are similar, citing | 


INDIE EXHIB’S: 


| quesne, 


jan 


| for avowed stored films in a 


| 

‘ bibaa) 

$105,000 damages, charging the dis- | 
the} 


It is likely that an appeal will be | 
to | 


| 
tioned would open the door for de- | 





protection practices. 


Christie Creditors 
Accepting Assignee 


On $3,000,000 Assets 





instructed to determine the issue 
beyond any doubt. 


U’s Post-War Novel 

Universal has purchased screen 
rights to ‘Only Yesterday,’ a book 
which deals with the period from 
the armistice to depression. 

It will serve as a background to 
an original theme which’U writers 
are now working on. 


LOGUE-COL’S ACTION PICS 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Charles A. Logue has been ap- 
pointed story editor for Columbia's 
western and action pictures. 
He succeeds Harold Shumate, out. 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Lead with Marlene Dietrich in 
‘Blonde Venus’ goes to Cary Grant. 
Next up for him is the Valentino 
part in the studio's remake of ‘Blood 
and Sand.’ 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the.summer. From now 


until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 


a - 
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——- 











Hollywood, May 30. 

Hoping to conserve the $3,000,- 
000 or more in assets of the Al and 
Charles Christie enterprises, credit- 
ors have accepted Michale Tauber 
as assignee. Companies involved 
are Christie Films, Christie Realty 
and Metropolitan Sound Stages. 
They owe approximately $1,500,000. 

Troubles of the Metropolitan 
studio will be aired this week. It 
is hoped an arrangement will be 
worked out whereby each individual 
and company will make separate 
assignments. 





Mex Film’s Diplomatic 
Auspices at $3 Scale 


‘Flame of Mexico,’ first picture to 
be produced entireivy in Mexico, has 
been booked with Universal for its 
first date anywhere, at th: Rialto 
Washington, Friday (3). It'll «pen 
at $3, remain a week, and then 
taken to Mexico City. 

Mrs. Julius Barrett Rublee, wife 





be 


picture. 
No New 
been 


York showing has as yet 
negotiated. 

Sidney Abeles, former general 
sales manager of CA Photophone, 
is handling distribution of the Mex 
picture, done with sound and music. 
Eddie Yelaney, formerly of Loew's, 
is supervising the Washington 
opening, designed mainly for 
tion from diplomatie and 
sources there. 


reac- 
other 








Taking No Chances 


Hearing of all the changes, 
a house manager for RKO last 
week started a letter with the 
following saluation: 

‘Dear current division 


ager.’ 


mane- 

















‘Craven of “M. P. Herald’ 


Seized as Suspect in 
Series of High Crimes 


Trofford 
reviews in 


Frank de 
did Quigley 
Picture Herald’ under the signature 


W. ae: 8: C;" New 


Craven, who 


the ‘Motion 


was seized in 


| York May 23, charged with being a 


fugitive from justice and the prin- 
cipal in a series of spectacular 
crimes, including murder on the 
high seas and arson, 

Police say he is Fritz Joubert Du- 
wanted in connection with 
attempted insurance swindle in 
1918 in he sought to collect 
Brook- 


which 


lyn warehouse fire. 

Duquesne was arrested in that 
affair and was held for extradition 
at the request of the British gov- 
ernment on warrants. charging him 
with murder in the death of three 
British seamen in the ship Tenny- 
son, bound from Bahia, Brazil, to 
New York, when a bomb exploded 
in the cargo, British agents charged 
Duquesne planted the bomb in the 
ship in a consignment of rubber. 

Duquesne was committed to 
Bellevue at that time for observa- 
tion as to his sanitay, and feigned 


paralysis so successfully that he 
was kept in: the hospital three 
months in a wheel chair. He es- 


| caped in his bedclothes at night. 


Hie has been hunted ever since 
that escape. Craven was arrested 
last week by Detective Thomas 


Flood, who also arrested Duquesne 


|in 1918. Craven denied he is Du- 
quesne. Duquesne was captured by 
the British government in 1898 dur- 
ing the Boer war, charged with 


plotting to blow up Capetown, was 


interned in Bermuda and escaped 
on a private yacht. He eame to 
New York, where he worked on 
séveral newspapers and gave lec- 
tures, 

Craven has been atiached to the 
Quigley. papers for about. six 
months, 


Joyce-Selznick s 
condary List 
All RKO Talent 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Radio has commissioned Joyce & 
Selznick to dispose of its idle con- 
;} tract players to other studios. First 
time J. & S. has peddled ‘seconds.’ 

Previously Radio, like all other 
studios, has appointed one of the 
casting office to handle the farming 
or has turned it over to the players’ 
personal agents, paying them 5% 














of the former sp*cial counsel to} 
Dwight W. Morrow, when Mexican | 
Ambassador, is the backer of the | 


;over their regular commission. 

| J. &. S. evidently consider the 
‘seconds’ important business as Nat 
| Deverich, v.p. of the company, has 


| been assigned to take over the task. 





Schaefer’s Meets 


Paramount distribution depart- 
ment has laid out a series of re- 
gional meetings with Publix theatre 
| operators, with George J. Schaefer 
}conducting the conferences. 
| First will be in Boston, starting 
' 
| 
| 


itomorrow (Wednesday) for two 
Cthers are New York, Satur- 
(4); Philadelphia, June 
Orleans, June 9-10; Dallas, 
June 11-12; Cleveland, June 16-17, 
jan Chicago, June 17-18, 
| General discussion on 


the idea. 


| days. 


| day 6-7; 


new prod- 


uct 


P-P Pub-Ad Moves 


In the physical combination of 
the Paramount and Publix advértis- 
ing-publicity matters under Arthur 
Mayer, a few minor people have 
been dropped. 

Under the consolidation, the en- 
tire dept. will be on the 14th floor 
in the Paramount building. 

Effective this week, the film and 


, theatre press book will be combined. 


TROLAND KILLED 


Co-Inventor of Technicolor 
From Obtservatory 


Falls 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Troland, 43, professor of 
Harvard university and 

of Technicolor process, 
was killed at the Mt. Wilson ob- 
servatory, Pasadena, Friday (27) 
when he fell 200 feet down the face 
of a cliff into a canyon. 

Troland was on leave of absence 
from Harvard to work on the new 
Technicolor three-color process and 
was testing photographic equipment 
when accident occurred. Was sub- 
ject to fainting spells, which is be- 
lieved to have caused the fall. 


RECEIVER ASKED 
FOR FOX BKLYN. 


—_———— 


a: 
optics at 
co-inventor 











An action demanding payment 
from Fox Theatres Corp. and the 
Flatbush and Nevins St. Corp. of 


$96,949 interest on a debenture is- 





sue on the Fox Brooklyn theatre, 
by the theatre] 
the F-N Corp. 
the has | 


been started by Jacob Klein, 
bondholder in the debenture issue. 
Suit also asks for the appointment 
of a receiver for the theatre. 

Both the Fox Theatres and Flat- 
bush and Nevins St. firms are sub- 
sidiaries of Fox Films. The suit 
charges the two companies with the 
impairment of the $5,000,000 trust 
mortgage in which Klein holds 
bonds. Plaintiff, through his at-| 
torneys, Samuel Hoffman and For- | 
rest Tancer, demands that both 
payments be made to the Continen- 


the 
corporation 
200,006 


and payment 


to of 


rent on theatre, 
a! 


| 





tal Bank & Trust Co., trustee for 
the issue. 
It is charged that the $200,009 


rent is fixed by a lease between the 
F-N corp. and Fox Theatres, the 
first owning the property and the 
latter renting it. It is alleged the 
rent remains unpaid and past due 
and that the $96,940 interest on the 
debenture issue, due March 1 and 
Sept. 1 of each year, has been un- 
paid for the due date of March l, 
1932. 

Plaintiff demands relief and al- 
leges that the bondholders will suf- 
fer if payments are not made and 
the condition is not ameliorated. 
Payment of damages also asked, 

Plaintiff's motion for a receiver, 
heard in the Supreme Court last 


week, came at the same time the 
defendants move to dismiss the 
case. The latter motion was with- 


drawn, but decision was reserved 
as to the appointment of a receiver. 

Management of the Fox Brooklyn 
has withdrawn the notice to close 
and the house will continue on its 
present policy. The notice, which 
would have expired Thursday (2), 
was set up in view of impending 
labor_trouble. This has been ami- 
cably settled between the manage- 
ment and the unions on a basis that 
permits the management to cut 
down the number of men in the pit 
from 19 to 16. 

Sam Maurice, manager, had pre- 
viously negotiated a 10% cut with 
stagehands and operators. 


Goetz Regains Lost Biz 
Fer Conso!. While West 


Hollywood, May 30. 
sen Goetz has completed his con- 
ferences at Consolidated Laborator- 
ies here and has arranged tc get back 
several of the accounts his company 
= in the indie financing war. 
' 











He has joined the Louis B. Mayer 
party 


going east. 


2d Colored Talker 


of the 
‘Heaven Is Har- 
this one up with 
‘Black Tulips,’ by Frank D. Ormis- 
ton. It will be made as a musical, 
with Nina Mae MacKinney as the 
femme lead. Stepin Fetchit may be 
|} the comedy lead. 

Picture will be done at the Tdeal 
studio, Hudson Heights, N. J., start- 
‘ing in four weeks. 


Lincoln, Bill 
Robinson talker, 


lem,’ will follow 


producers 
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Film Industry Will Shoulder 75% 
Of $44,000,000 Theatre Tax. Returns 


+ ——— 


Because the Conference Commite 
tee cannot make the figure Jess than 
that yoted by the Senate, or 
than that voted the 
Representatives, the bounds of 


more 


by House of 
the 
admission tax are between 41ic and 
46c b.o. Although 


seemingly this would make the ie- 


ticket charges, 


gitimate and sports fields carry the 


brunt in tribute, film officials Sat« 


urday declared that pictures will 
shoulder about $33,000,000 of the 


44,000,000 which Washington figures 
on collecting from the amusement 
world. 


Picture theatres in small towns 


will outnumber in quantity houses 
paying the tax since there are more 
of these than any other of 
theatre geared at:50c and over. In 
the film end, ho-vever, it is pointed 
out that the circuit houses, with 
their large draw, will at the same 
time pay the industry’s portion o7 
the tax. 

Figures presented by film spokes- 
men, however, may be subject to 
change during the summer months. 
The trend to lower admissions, now 
reaching national proportions, will 
not reach its height until about the 
middle of the hot months. Until 
then, no exact apportionment 
the tax can be set for the industry. 


25% Over 40c 


4 lass 


of 


Today, according ‘to filmdom’s 
statisticians, about 25% of the 13,- 
000 picture houses, now operat- 
ing, charge over 40c. 

Political significance, as to the 
effectiveness of the two national 


indie organizations’ part in the tax 
fight, is seen in the way the Senate 
voted, 


Of the Sencrtors who voted to 
raise the exemption from 1l0c to 
above 40c, 23 were in territory 


watched by the \.PTOA, wauile eight 
were in zones claimed by Allied 
Exhibitors. 

Senator Brookhart, sponsor of the 
bill to eliminate block book’ng and 
protection in the picture b 
did not vote either way. 


isiness, 


Washington, D. C., May .30. 

An admission tax of one cent on 
each 10c over 40c, in the hope of 
realizing $44,600,000 in reverue, was 
adopted by the U. 8S. Senate. 

The original committee Lill proe 
vided an estimated return of $57,« 
000,000 in revenue by all ad-nissions 
over 30c. This loss will Le made 
up in other revenues, the Senate 
was told. The committee went down 
to. defeat before a large concerted 
attack by the amusement interests. 


Chevalier’s ‘Love Me’ 
Runs Beyond Million 
Cost; Too Many Taps 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Cost sheet to date on Paramount's 
current. Maurice Chevalier picture, 
‘Love Me Tonight,’ is reported run- 
ning in excess of $1,100,000. 

Heavy expense is due to salaries 
of several sets of writers working 
o: the film before the right treat- 
ment was obtained; several months 
of ‘between pictures’ pay checks to 
both Chevalier and Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, and the fact that Para- 
mount was compelled to buy up 
several theatre dates Chevalier had 
in Europe for personal appearances. 
Plus this is the heavy check to the 
director, Ernst Lubitsch. 


RKO’s Underscoring Idea 
Attracts Jos. N. Weber 


Los Angeles, May 3°. 

Joseph N. Weber, head of the 
Federation of Musicians, is in town 
for the opening of the new stage 
band policy at the RKO theatre 
here, which started Saturday. 

Weber's interest is in the thea- 
tre’s experiment of having a 25- 
piece orchestra playing a score 
throughout the running of the fea- 
ture, Ys 

Band working at the RKO is the 
regular Paul Ash stage wnit. Play- 
ing for the picture, Gino Severi will 
wave the baton. 

Weber will remain here for 
Federation of Musicians’ national 
convention to be held at the Bilt- 
mere hotel week of June 13. 
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New Ideas for Improved Distrib 





The hunt for a new method of 
distribution, which would eliminate 
waste and duplicated efforts ad- 
mitted in the current system, is 
winding up in what overseers at 
recent sessions of sales heads, de- 
scribe as ‘the proverbial blind alley.’ 
Virtually hundreds of ideas and 
slants have been discussed, but each 
in turn is reported shot full of holes. 

Handling many of the subsequent 
run theatres on a policy similar to 
that used by mail-order houses was 
one of the quickest to reach the 
shelf. This idea was conceded ex- 
cellent in theory but devoid of prac- 
ticabiljty. It was designed to do 
away with the need for sales forces 
to contact houses paying rentals of 
from $5 to $15 and to let the post- 


man substitute. 
Pros and Cons 
Cutting down exchanges, how- 


ever, got more serious consideration. 
This plan, also designed to slash 
the sales costs, would have one 
force representing the product of 
several major companies. It also 
had the pictures of those companies 
going through a single exchange 
instead of the present system. 

Here again a snag was reached. 
It was pointed out that if the most 
honest salesmen happen to sell more 
of cne company’s line-up than the 
others there was that probability 
that the others would get suspicious. 

Besides industry suspicion, it was 
also advanced, there was also an 
excellent possibility that the gov- 
ernment might cast a suspicious eye 
on the entire proposition and in- 
terpret it as a move by the majors 
to fix prices. 

The exclusive ideas submitted are 
now definitely on the wane, even 
though they are still the only ones 
in the embryo possessed of ma- 
terial sufficient to sustain a discus- 


sion of any length. 


Metro, the only company with the 
100% .‘play-here-only’ idea, is now 
regarded by some of the distribu- 
tors as having used the plan chiefly 
as propaganda to keep up the ex- 
hibitor appetite for its product dur- 
ing this season. 


The tests given ‘Tarzan’ and 
‘Grand Hotel’ are not considered 
sufficient by producer representa- 


tives or independent leaders to defi- 
nitely prove one way or the other 
the actual merits, if any, of the 
‘exclusive’ system. 





BILL FOX-PAR «: problem remains whether the 
|Flatbush site would be completely 


IS HOTTEST 
TOPIC NOW 





William Fox was the topic of 
Paramount. home-office conjecture 
last week. Foilowing reports that 
he may step into the directorate 
chair ‘any day now,’ Paramountites, 


conceding that anything is liable 
to happen, were mostly concerned 
with how the Fox entrance would 


be effected. 

Par execs pointed to the tape as 
preof that Fox, so far, is not at- 
tempting to enter through the mar- 
ket door. 

If Fox does enter in the imme- 
diate future, speculation of Par- 
ites is that it will be via the me- 
dium of a cash loan to the organ- 


ization. 





Kahane Okaying 


Culver City, May 30. 
J. G. Bachman has hired William 
Drake to work on the first of four 
films which King Motion Pictures 
will do for Radio. Treatment will 
be completed in a week and then 


—— + 





Sheehan-Wurtzel Due 


W. R. Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel 
sail today (Tuesday) from Paris 
on the Brement. 

It is expected that Sheehan will 
linger in New York a few days be- 
fore starting west. He is due to 
resume command of the Fox coast 
lot June 9 at about which time 
Wurtzel is also slated to return to 
his Fox duties. 


Paris, May 30. 
Winfield R. Sheehan and party 
sail for home on the Bremen to- 
morrow (31). 


Sailing was twice postponed. 


WB MAY MOVE 
SHORTS PROD. 
TO COAST 





Warner Brothers is seriously con- 
sidering traysferring the making of 
its shorts to the Coast. 
is expected 


A decision 
within the next fort- 
night as the proposition is now be- 
Such a move 
mean the closing 
of the Flatbush studios in Brooklyn. 

Reason 
economy, 


fore company heads. 


would probably 


for 
WB 
the Warner studio on Sunset boule- 
bard, Hollywood, and the Vitagraph 


lot out there, which it also owns. 
These two plants are practically 
idle, with feature length production 
concentrated at Burbank. Besides 
which the Burbank ranch is avail- 
able for exteriors plus the adapta- 
bility of sets which could conform 
to one and two reel uses. A multi- 
| plicity of players is also being fig- 
ured as a cheaper means with the 
cost of transporting specialty peo- 
ple from east to west discounted by 
the saving to be had through the 
proximity of Burbank, the Sunset 
and Vitagraph plants and their ac- 
| cessories. 


the contemplation is 
officials figuring on 





For Indie Rental 


Should the migration take place 


darkened or held as operating space 
for independent production in New 
York. This is one of the problems 
to be worked out. 

Production of shorts would not 
be new to the Warner crew on the 
Coast. Many of these spools, 
though mostly the musical comedy 
two reelers came from the Pacific 
source in the past, although since 
the unification of WB production at 
Burbank, about two years ago, a 
vast majority of the Warner briefs 
have originated in the east. 

Transfer of some of the Flatbush 
staff is believed likely if a decision 
|} to move is reached. It would, how- 
‘ever, cut off a source of income for 
lmany of the chorus people in New 
|! York shows who have consistently 
| filled in, traveling across the bridge 
lto prance before WB cameras. It 
| would also mark the cessation of a 
leonsistent major studio production 
around Manhattan, the Paramount 
Long Island site having previously 
closed. 





| Freedman Joins Brandt 


Hollywood, May 30. 

the group holding con- 
tracts for production under Joe 
Brandt's new World Wide deal is 
|Sam Freedman, former unit mana- 
| ger at Universal. His first will be 
|‘Coast Guard,’ story Norman 


One of 





by 


shipped to New York for okay py | Springer. 


B. B. Kahane. 


Arvid Gillstrom, who will direct, 


|INTER-ST 


| 


| 
| 
| 


0 
UU-OP 


Metro and Paramount Ex- 


alier—General Spirit of 
Co-operative Good Will 
for General Industry 
Economy and Preserva- 
tion—Too Much Idleness 
for Stars 


COAST SKEPTICAL 


The film industry has voted a uni- 
fied front for Hollywood as its key 
to prosperity. All major companies 
have agreed to pool their stars. 
They see in this merger of stellar 
names the only positive opportu- 
nity to cure big and small boxoffice 
ailments. 

Already, it is reported, the fall 
will witness Garbo and Crawford 
making trips off the Metro 
lot in two features for Para- 
mount. Chevalier, in the interim, 
will journey over to Culver City, 
and, instead of making three pic- 
tures as called for in his Paramount 
contract, will doubtless star in four. 
The Marxes and Lloyd are at the 
same time, it is understood, having 
their output increased one picture, 
Marxes to do four and Lioyd two. 
Universal is letting Metro take Lew 
Ayres for a place opposite Shearer 
in a feature. Warners are reported 
considering returning Chatterton to 
Paramount for a special story. The 
Garbo switch is providing she stays 
over here. Then there’s Freddie 
March from Par to M-G for a film 
and Gable from M-J to Par for one. 


The days of ‘farming’ are now 
definitely replaced with constella- 
tion interchangeability. A system 
is being worked out which is caus- 
ing all producers to study contracts 
of all big names on their payrolls 
with this idea in mind. 


These are the salient points in 
Hollywood's star pool: 

(1) More work for every big 
name. 


(2) Complete ~. vailability of every 
big name to every major company 
in on the agreement. 

(3) Probable establishment of a 
central bureau to which applica- 
tions for name people will be made 
and from which stars will be.as- 
signed. 

The central operating point is 
held up as most essential otherwise, 
it is declared, production schedules 
could+ be disrupted and confusion 
would reign. 

Like the title registration bureau, 
the star center would be empowered 
to rule on priority of claim. For 
instance, it is cited, if one company 
should want to borrow a star for a 
certain date and the other company 
should suddenly find its own plans 
changed a~i1 immediately require 
that star a neutral ruling would be 
necessary. In an event of this kind 
it is believed by producer spokes- 
men, the bureau would rule, as on 
titles, according to priority of the 
application: filed for the star's 
services. 

Such a system will not only pro- 





| 





| 
| 


vide the industry with a consistent 
name brilliance, but~-will afford 
other economies in the nature of 
speeding up production and making 
it sure-footed. 

From the sales angle there are 
many points pro and con. Generally, 
it is conceded, big names for all 
will raise standards all around. 

3ehind the interchangeability 
movement, however, is a long series 


lof booking sessions and grief among 
| the major circuits. Realization that 


they 


Story, cast and director of all/ also will produce and direct a series | 


Bachman’s productions must 


passed on by Kahane before filming! banner. 
i Errol for 


staris, 


be | of two-reel 


comedies for the same 
He is trying to get Leon 
three of the shorts. 


| 


] 
| 


have got to play each other's 
product—and that one good picture 
seldom pays for two bad ones—has 
brought the industry around to the 
slant that the better that pictures 
are as a whole the better it will be 


for the box offices. 
Hollywood, May 39. 
Mutterings of favoritism and 
double-crossing are making the 
}rounds in connection with the ex- 


NEW STAR POOLIN 


Producers Still Mulling Over 





— 


G SYSTEM 





Suits and Countersuits by Wm. 


| 


~ Are Scheduled to Come to a Head 


changing Garbo and Chev- 











Outs’ Rule 

Executives with a _ bankroll 
who have been let out in the 
film company shake-ups are 
developing a psychology of 
their own. Belief and prac- 
tice of the same is resolving 
itself to the rule one must stay 
away from the picture busi- 
ness for the entire summer or 
until personnels begin to take 
normal shape. 

To look around for a job 
now is considered too com- 
monplace and risks a loss of 
prestige. 











6,0000,000 BID 
FOR P-P CAN. 
THEATRES 


Toronto, May 30. 

Latest report here is that N. L. 
Nathanson has offered Paramount 
$6,000,000 for its Canadian chain of 
theatres. The chain was formerly 
operated by Nathanson, who pro- 
moted and sold it to Paramount. 

Paramount is said to have set a 
figure of 12 millions upon its the- 
atre properties on this side of the 
border It is believed negotia- 
tions are preceeding between Para- 
mount and Nathanson, as Nathan- 
son is said to -: still in New York. 
The wide variance in the figures 
so far reported however suggests 
doubt locally as to the possibility 
of a get-together on the proposi- 
tion. 

Paramount’s Canadian holdings 
comprise around 175 theatres, and 
is virtual exhibition control of pie- 
tures within the Dominion. 








Beetson’s Tax Trip 
Hollywood, May 30. 

Fred W. Beetson, executive vice- 
president of the Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, has _ re- 
turned from a three-day session of 
the State Board of Equalization in 
Sacramento. 





change of stars and feature 
ers among studio. 
measure. 

With this angle popping up sud- 
denly, it is believed that the agree- 
ment for the interchange of play- 


play- 


as an economic 


ers will not be adopted generally 
as first supposed, after several 
secret meetings by the producers. 

It was pointed out that Universal 
was negotiating with Paramount 
for the loan of Fredric March as 
a return favor for waiving the 
rights of the story, ‘Number 55!’ 
Paramount claimed that March 


was not available as he was needd 
for immediate production. A few 
days later a deal was made where- 
by March went to Metro for Norma 
Shearer’s ‘Smilin’ 


Thru,’ in ex- 
change for Clark Gable, who is to 
be used by Par in ‘No Bed of Her 
Own.’ 

Reported that during the pro- 


ducers’ discussions over the agree- 
ment some of the majors, though 
signifying they were ready to help 
their brethren, subtlely inferred that 
discretion would be used in the in- 


,terchanging of stars and featured 
players strictly to their own ad- 
vantage. 

It is said that Metro, Paramount 
and United Artists will find the 
agreement advantageous to each 
other, as was demonstrated for WU. 
A. in the loan by Metro of Joan 
Crawford for ‘..ain.’ 

Major studios admit that their 
stars are idle 460% of their con- 
tracted time 


+ po 











| due, 





AATIQN| Fox and the Fox Film Enterprises 


The long awaited clash between 
William Fox and the Fox company 
is nearing a head. Affairs of both 
parties, in connection with the 
operation of Fox Films and its sub- 


sids under William Fox, may be 
aired over again but on a broader 
basis than in 1930, when William 
Fox sold out to Harley T. Clarke. 
The clash will come by way of court 


actions pro and con from both sides. 

William Fox has been served with 
notice of suit by Fox Theatres. 
to recover several 
millions from the former Fox presi- 


Company aims 


dent on the alleged premise that 
William Fox had manipulated cer- 
tain of the Fox Theatres’ assets to 


his own profit. It is additionally re- 
ported that a second action may be 
filed by Fox Film Corp. against 
William Fox. 

Intention of suit by Fox Theatres 
has been filed in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court at Nassau, Long Island, in 
which county William Fox main- 
tains residence. The complaint has 
not been filed as yet, but is due 
within the next fortnight. 

Upshot of the affair may cause 
the severance of connections be- 
tween the Fox properties and Wil- 
liam Fox. Latter still holds a post 
as chairman of the advisory com- 
mittee of Fox Films at $500,000 
yearly, which is being paid off at 
the rate of around $40,000 monthly. 

The impending battle between 
these forces has been brewing for 
some time with various hints of an 
expected head-on clash occasionally 
coming from both sides. The pres- 
ent suits of Fox Theatre is given 
as the result of months of investi- 
gation, but forced for immediate ac- 
tion by the impending suit for re- 
ceivership brought by Jacob Ruben- 
stein. 

Stall Receivership 

As a result of the action which 
is being brought by Fox Theatres, 
the receivership suit may be fore- 
stalled. Recovery of any money by 
the company may stave off such re- 
ceivership. 

Aside from these actions, the 
broadest hint that the parties were 
not harmoniosuly inclined came by 
way of William Fox, when he sold 
certain collateral held by him 
against a note of $2,300,000 of Gen- 
eral Theatres Equipment, Inc., for 
around $450,000 at a downtown auc- 
tion held for the very purpose. The 
collateral comprised 108,000 shares 
of Class ‘A’ stock of Fox Film and 
50,000 shares, or a half interest in 
Grandeure, Ine. Grandeure is the 
holding company of the Mitchell 
Camera outfit. Both are subsids of 
General Theatres Equipment, now 
in receivership. 

Grandeure- Mitchell 

This collateral, which was sold, 
was held by the All Continent Corp.., 
said to be a William Fox company. 
By the sale Fox secured 100% con- 
trol of Grandeure, since he already 
cwned 50%, and also control of 
Mitchell Camera. The half interest 
of Grandeure brought $300,000. The 
Fox stock involved was sold for 
$150,000, making some _ $1,900,000 
still due Fox from General Thea- 
tres, if the sale stands. 

The note for $2,360,000 was part 
of the original deal made with Wil- 
liam Fox and General Theatres in 
April, 1930, and has long been over- 
but it has no bearing on his 
sale of other holdings in Fox Films 
and Fox Theatres at that time. It 
is believed, however, that General 
Theatres may contest the auction 
sale as made on the grounds that 
Fox sold the collateral to himself 
in an attempt to reduce the amount 
owed him by General Theatres. 


Johnson’s Coast Trip 


W. Ray Johnson leaves shortly 
for the coast, where he will spend 
a month getting Monogram’s pro- 
duction schedule underway. While 
ithere Johnson will also give Phil 
Goldstone a decision on his 8% 
Photophone recording finance plan, 
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Minn. Censorship Issue Shelved 
As All Theatre Licenses Are OK'd 





Minneapolis, May 30. 

The move to establish theatre 
censorship here received a setback 
when the city council license com- 
mittee deferred action on the pro- 
posal and Mayor W. A. Anderson, 
reformer, announced that he will 
not appoint any censorship board. 


the license com- 
nimously to recom- 


deidees licenses be 


At the time, 
mittee voted un 
mend that all 
granted. 

These licenses had been held up 
after the committee went on record 
against renewing the license for the 
Gayety, stock burlesque house, and 
charges were made that other the- 
atres were as guilty of improper 
performances as the Gayety. 

There was no opposition to the 
licenses from 
Thousand representatives 
The Committee, an organization 
of reformers formed by the mayor 
to purify Minneapolis and keep it 
free from immoral literature and 
harmful theatrical’ entertainment, 
is the body which blocked the 
Gayety license. 

The Rev. H. J. Soltau, pastor of 
a suburban church, told the alder- 
men that he had concrete evidence 
against other theatres than the 
Gayety, including the RKO Or- 
pheum, but he did not volunteer 
and -was not asked to present it. 
He said that in fairness to the 
Gayety the council should go all 
down the line and clean up every 
show and theatre. He and other 
Committee members said they ex- 
pected the aldermen to map out a 
policy covering all theatres, but no 
move in this direction was taken. 


Limited Powers 


Under the plan of Alderman J. H. 
Chase, @ censorship board of five 
would have been selected from the 
Committee of One Thousand mem- 
bership to serve-without pay and 
to visit all theatres and ‘censor 
plays, pictures and other entertain- 
ment.’ The censorship board, how- 
ever, would not preview pictures 
and would not have the power to 
order eliminations after witnessing 
the performances at the theatres, 
but would report to the mayor who, 
presumably, would take proper ac- 
tion. 

Alderman H. J. Miller, chairman 
of the license committee, declared 
he didn’t think censorship was any- 
thing the council should bother 
about at this time. He pointed out 
that the mayor now has policemen 
visiting the theatres regularly and 
that these policemen report any- 
thing improper. 

It also was pointed out that the 
Committee of One Thousand is 
‘snooping’ around the Minneapolis 
theatres at present and reporting 
improprieties to the mayor and that 
the only effect of the Chase pro- 
posal would be to give five mem- 
bers of the Committee free entry 
to all theatres at all times. 


Plug For ‘So Big’ 

Alderman Robb took occasion to 
praise ‘So Big’ as a clean, whole- 
eome picture deserving support. 

Alderman Swanson pointed out 
that the council has inspectors ‘in- 
specting meat shops and pawn 
shops’ so that he thought it should 
have a censorship board to report 
to it on theatres. The committee 
finally. voted to lay the proposal 
over, 

Questioned by reporters as to 
whether he had forbidden Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ to show here, re- 
sulting in its following the ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ lead and showing only in St. 
Paul, Mayor Anderson declared he 
did not ‘tell them they could not 
play ‘here.’ 

‘Mrs. Scott, of the Metropolitan, 
was here to.talk with me about it,’ 
said the mayor. ‘Tnaat was some 
time ago. I told her that I was not 
zcing to tell her what the show 
might have or what it might not 
have. I told her if she thought the 
Carroll show was all right to go 
ahead and put it on here. But if 
she didn’t think so, then that was 
up to her. I am not assuming the 
role of censor. But if something 
offensive appears, it is my duty to 
act and I certainly shall do so’ 


WESTCOTT’S FIRST PART 


same 





Hollywood, May 30. 
First assignment for Gordon 
Westcott, legit actor, under his 


Paramount contract will be in ‘Hot 
Saturday.’ 

Westcott will have been out here 
drawing pay for four months before 
his initial] part starts. 


Committee of One} 
present. | 





+ 


RICE VS. VAN BEUREN 


Sportlights Shorts” and Transfer of 
aa Involved 

Grantland Rice is suing Amadee 
J. Van Beuren and the Van Beuren 
Fchawet for $23,000, alleging that Van 
| Beuren, as an officer of both the 
VB firm and Grantland Rice Sport- 
l lights, Ine., transferred $23,000 from 
the latter’s account into the account 





of the Van Beuren Corp., for use 
| by the last named firm. 

Louis Nizer, Rice’s attorney, has 
made a motion to examine Van 


seuren before trial. Justice Church- 
ill hasn't passed on the motion yet. 


B & K Dims McVickers 
And Deluxe Paradise 











Chicago, May 30. 

First actual move by Publix-B. & 
K. for the darkening of red-ink 
houses will see the shutting of the 
loop run MeVickers this week, fol- 
lowing the conclusion of the stay of 
the current flick, ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U). Theatre will not reopen until 
the fall, according to present plans, 
unless so much ace product arrives 
to overflow the screens of the other 


B. & K. loopers, Chicago, Oriental, 
United Artists. 
Paradise, neighborhood deluxer, 


goes dim on June 9, No reopening 
date figured. 

While nothing set by Publix-B. 
& K., it is estimated that some 15 
theatres will go dark during the 


coming hot spell. 





Barraco Suicide 


Houston, May 30. 

Despondent due to financial dif- 
ficulties and ill health, Paul Bar- 
raco, 58, former theatre owner, 
killed himself Wednesday (25) with 
a pistol at his home here. 
Barraco at one time owned the 
best theatre in Houston and several 
smaller houses. Funeral services 
were held Friday (27). 


N. Y. to L. A. 


George M. Cohan, 
George E. Stone. 


a. 2 ee & 


Henry Meyers 

John Halloran, 

Louise Closser Hale. 

Paul and ‘Mrs. Whiteman , 
Sidney Howard. 

Polly Damrosch. 

Jack Shapiro, 

Helen Gahagan. 

Jean Delmour. 

Claude Lara. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Mayer. 
Herman Wobber. 

Ben Goetz. 

Frank Orsattl. 

Melvyn Douglas. 











Psychology and Cuts 


Although salesmen in most 
of the major companies have 
taken salary cuts with other 
departments, certain of the in- 
dependent companies are 
boasting that they are paying 
signature getters heyday prices. 

Reason advanced for this in- 
( gfe ‘psychology’ among oth- 
er things. Number of the men 
forniarte sold for the majors. 














Report B&K-WB 
Discuss Summer 


100% Shutdown 


Chicago, May 30. 
Possibility of all theatres in Chi- 








i weeks this summer 


In Ist Closing Step | 


for from two to six 


is looked 


eago closing 


upon 
as the outcome of a 
tween Publix-E. & K. and Warner 


Brothers here, reported to be held 
tomorrow (31). Publix-B. & K. and 
Warners control the major exhibi- 
tion spots in this town, B. & K. 
having 33 houses and Warners 30. 

B. & K. hag already made certain 
moves that indicate that a com- 
plete shutdown is not unlikely. 
Notice has been given to the mu- 
sicians at all its deluxe 
with the single exception of the ace 
Chicago. Two major theatres are 
folding this week, and others are 
slated to follow shortly. 

For Reorganization 

Film business locally has been 
seriously discussing the 100% sum- 
mer shutting idea. It was first men- 
tioned about three weeks ago, and 
according to tentative plans was to 
go into effect on July 1, with the 
dark period to last two weeks. In 
that interim it was the purpose of 
the scheme to do away with many 
of the evils which are today annoy- 
ing the film trades locally, refering 
particularly to double features and 
price-slashing. It was figured that 
only by a complete shutdown would 
it be possible to eliminate the twin- 
bill spread on the grand reopening, 
ballyhooed as ‘back to. normalcy in 
entertainment.’ 

It is argued by local film leaders 
that the biz locally is losing ap- 
proximately $200,000 weekly at 
present, and that the shutdown 
would hardly cost that much. 
Argued that the complete shutdown 
would demonstrate vividly to this 
town generally how much the flicker 
business means, both to the Loop 
and the neighborhoods, and that on 
the reopening the b. o. would bring 
afresh with a certain boost. 

No effort has been made by film 
row here to set the picture release 
schedule beyond June 30. 





PAR HAS WELLS’ ‘ISLAND’ 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Paramount will make H. G. Wells’ 
‘Island of Dr. Moreau.’ 
Garnett Weston has been engaged 





to adapt it. 





Chicago, May 30. 

Local censor board was last week 
wiped out by the city council. This 

yas accomplished by the simple ex- 
pedient of not voting any appro- 
priations for the outfit. Average 
yearly cost for the seven-piece pic- 
ture reviewing group has been 
above $30,000. Board goes out some 
time this week. 

It marks the end of the long 
reign of the censor chief, Effie 
Zigler, who has been with the board 
for some 17 years. Censorship, un- 
der its present setup, has been in ef- 
fect about 18 years, and the first 
reviewing of pictures by the police 
| started in 1908. 

New censorship method has not 
yet been determined, though several 
notions are being considered. One 
plan is for the assumption of the 
} censor job by the assistant corpora- 
| tion counsel staff; another would call 
for reviewing by members of the 
police force who are out on sick 
leave, Final plan is for another 
appointed board of well-known local 
men who would work without pay. 








Chi Censor Board Out After 18 Yrs. 
When City Council Chops Budget 





|E. M. GLUCKSMAN SUING 


RKO FOR YEAR’S SALARY 


E. M. Glucksman has authorfzed 
his attorney, M. L. Malevinsky of 


O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscell, to 
commence a legal action against 
RKO to recover a year’s salary. 
Glucksman recently was let out by 
RKO as its theatre director (per- 
sonnel). When dismissed he was 
given a two-week notice. 

Glucksman alleges employment by 
the year with RKO and is reported 
to hold correspondence with the 
chain in which his position is al- 
luded to as a yearly one. That al- 
lusion was made, from account, 
when Glucksman was apprised of 
an increase in his salary, to $350 or 
$100 a week, with the amount bulked 
as $2,600 for the year. 

Before entering RKO Glucksman 
was with Balban & Katz as a the- 
atre operator in Chicago. RKO in- 





duced him to leave B&K. 


meeting be- | 


houses, | 





Hollyw 


weekly “Variety.” 


department. 
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The Bulletin does not circulate other than of the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Reg. Owen In 
Reginald Owen, William Morris 
|import from New York, goes first 
into ‘Man Called Back,’ Tiffany. 
Then to Metro’s ‘Downstairs.’ 








Par Buys ‘Suburbs’ 


Paramount bought Vera Cas- 
pary’s novel, ‘Suburbs,’ with Ste- 
phen Roberts set to direct Clive 


| Brook and Charles Ruggles in it. 


| 





‘Finders’ for Lubitsch 
| Ernst Lubitsch’s next direction at 
| Paramount will be ‘Finders Keep- 
ers.’ Herbert Marshall, here for 
‘Blonde Venus,’ also goes in this. 
Holmes for Rogers’ ‘70,000’ 
Phillips Holmes loaned to Charles 
R. Rogers by Paramount for lead 
} in ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ which Par will 
| release. Ralph Murphy will direct. 








Col’s Western Meet 
Columbia’s western sales confab 
opens tomorrow (31) for four days. 
| Charles Rosenzweig, sales manager, 
arrived with eastern delegates yes- 
terday. 








F-WC Ups ’Em 
Seat prices boosted at four Fox- 
WC spots. Sharpest at the Ros- 
mary, Ocean Park, from 35c to 50c 
in anticipation of summer beach 
crowds. 


$7,500 for Balcony Fall 


Jury heard about Fred Verren- 
gia, 17, injuring himself in a fall 
in the Criterion balcony and 


awarded him $7,500 from Fox-West 
Coast. Youth had asked $50,273. 


Harris’ Indie Venture 
Robert J. Harris, resigned Para- 
mount associate producer, contem- 
plates leasing a studio for inde- 
pendent produce. 


L & L Transfers Roy 
Harold Roy of tke New York 
Lyons & Lyons office due here to 
join Rex Bailey’s staff. 


Even Near the Bldg. 

Fox cops surveillance over ‘press 
guys’ extends to the sidewalk in 
front of the studio. Jimmy Starr, 
chatting politics with Al Cohn, was 
one told to move on. 





Jack Votion has left the Joyce- 
Selznick office to team in an agency 
with William Hawks, brother of 
Howard Hawks. 


Levee Starts With Mussolini 
Story based on Mussolini’s career 
will be M. C. Levee’s first Screen 
Guild production. Levee is dickering 
for rights to one of the Duce’s bi- 
ographies. 


Metro’s High Week 
Metro expects to have seven pic- 
tures working this week. ‘Down 
Stairs,’ ‘Smiling Through’ and the 
untitled Marion Davies picture are 
scheduled new starters. 


‘Footlights’ Musical 
Gerhold Davis expects to open his 


musical, ‘Footlights,’ at the Mayan 
theatre about July 1. Dick Whit- 
ing, Sam Coslow, and Rodgers- 


Hart thinking up tunes. Musical is 
from the Satevepost story Metro is 
naking as ‘Speak Easily.’ 


Metro’s Eskimo Precaution 

In case W. S. Van Dyke fails to 
find an Eskimo sufficiently hand- 
some to play the lead in ‘Eskimo,’ 
Metro will send a regular actor 
north with the troupe for emer- 
gencies., Creighton Chaney has been 
tested as the spare tire. 


‘Good Earth’ Stock Footage 

Tod Browning, to direct ‘Good 
Earth’ for Metro, is looking over 
13,000 feet of Chinese atmosphere 
obtained by Fred Dawes. 








‘Events’ Ducks Depression 
Gene Fowler and Humphrey Pear- 
son have the job at Radio of mak- 


ing a strictly historical story—no 
depression stuff—of ‘March of 
Events.’ Ann Harding and Richard 


Dix will be co-starred. 


Paul Quits Radio 
Val Paul resigned as Radio's gen- 
eral studio manager. Probably goes 
to Charles R. Rogers, who brought 
him to Radio from Pathe, Also re- 
cently received a bid from Fox, 


WB Takes Advantage 

Steamship business to the islands 
is so poor Warners .was able to 
charter the Calawaii for its ‘One 
Way Passage’ troupe and order 
some coast cruising before the boat 
proceeds to Honolulu with its regu- 
lar passengers. 





Must Wait for Brown 

Warners has shelved ‘You Said a 
Mouthful, Joe E. Brown’s next, 
until the actor gets out of the hos- 
pital after three operations. Then 
he will have to indulge in the 
violent exertion demanded by the 
swimming story. 








} 


Can't Fool Canucks 
When head officers of the Canae 
dian mounted police discovered that 
Metro’s ‘Eskimo’ was to be made in 
Alaska and not in Canadian terri«< 
tory they recalled Sergeant William 





Grennon, who had been brought 
here from Vancouver to act ag 
technical director. 
Dinehart Busy 

Alan Dinehart is set for two pice 
tures at Warners, ‘Silver Dollar’ and 
‘Fugitive from a Georgia Chain 
Gang.’ 

Whiteman on Way 
Paul and Mrs. Whiteman arg 


eastbound after 10 days here, stop« 
ping at Detroit en route. White« 
man will be at the New York Bilte 
more all summer. 


New Short Combo 
Two-reeler debut of Skeets Gale 
lagher and June Clyde will be in @ 
Warren Doane short for Universal, 





Faragoh at Columbia 


Francis E. Faragoh is time« 
clocking at ‘Columbia. He’s doing 


an criginal. 


Hays Due West 
Will Hays will come here on rou« 
tine business after the Republican 
convention in Chicago, which endg 
June 16. 


Writer also Acts 
Elynore Dolkart, Universal writer, 
has been garnered by the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse as another 
Hollywood professional making a@ 
gratis appearance. She goes intd 
‘Peer Gynt.’ 





Miller’s Jump 
Leaving Universal last week, 
Seton I. Miller is adapting ‘The Last 
Mile’ for Tiffany. 


Kenyon and Nagel Get Leads 

Doris Kenyon and Conrad Nagel 
get the leads in Tiffany’s ‘Man 
Called Back.’ Mae Busch, Juliette 
Compton and Alan Mowbray also 
cast. 


Remaking a Boyd 
Former Bili Boyd feature for 
Pathe will be rewritten as Radio’s 
first serial-to be produced by Van 
Beuren. Picture wjJl be made on 
the Pathe lot. Basil Dickey, George 
Plympton, Dick Smith ana@ Ruth 
Todd dialoging and adapting. 

Spencer Bennett will direct. 


Paddock Writing Shorts 
Charles Paddock, former champ 
sprinter, will write the six two- 
reelers which Norman Sper will 
produce for Educational starring 
the James Gleason family. -Seriés 
will get the group title of ‘Jerry of 
the Journal,’ with James Gleason 
directing as well as playing the 
name part. Mrs, Gleason and son, 

Russell, complete the triangle. 





Bancroft Blows Par 
George Bancroft washed up six 
years’ association with Paramount 
on completion of ‘The Challenger’ 
Saturday (28). Is expected to movd 
to Columbia for lead in ‘Tampico.’ 


Acrobat Injured 

Ed Monroe of the F. & M. ‘Mickey 
ani Minnie’ unit suffered a com- 
pound fracture of the right arm 
when he plunged through a trampo« 
line at. Pantages Thursday (26). 
Canvas is said to have broken four 
times previous week at Loew's 
State. ; 





Knowing a Client 
Alibiing for two bad pictures of 
a femme player, the studio press 
agent said to a fan mag writer: 
‘Well, at least she’s got those two 
awful performances out 
system.’ 





Going East for Stock ‘ 
George Somnes, Paramount dialog: 
director, sails June 5 canal-wayg 
for Dennis, Mass., for the summer 
season of his legit there. He has 
four months’ leave. 


Finally Had to Quit 
Ticket sellers for American 
Legion Rainbow Division’s annual 
ball called off the streets when cop- 
pers threatened arrest. Had been 
selling since January, 


They’re Still Working 
Four acts from the floppo ‘Hit 
the Air’ revue are playing wildcat 
dates in outlying film houses on 
percentage. 


Langdon’s Meal Ticket 
Harry Langdon has a contract for 
six shorts at Educational to be pro« 
duced by Arvid Gilstrom. 





John L. 
‘Cagliestro,’ 


Balderson is scripting 
Universal’s herrer talé, 


Jack White is preparing an indié 
(Continued on page 21} 
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Roxy, N. Y.,in Dire Need for Product 
Seeks Imports; Co-Revr. with Kosch? 





Roxy’s dire need of films and the 
management’s quest for product is 
flooding the former ace spot with 
propositions from indies, of all 
kinds. Latter apparently figure that 
any kind of a showing at the Roxy 
is worthwhile for them. The acute- 
ness of the film situation at the 
toxy since it went into receiver- 
ship can be gleaned from the report 
that the house management made 
a bid for the French film, ‘A Nous 
a Liberte,’ following its opening at 
the Europa where the picture is now 
in its third week. 

Inability to obtain suitable Amer- 
ican product is sending the spot for 
foreign pictures with ‘Monte Carlo 
Madness’ (Ufa) opening Friday (3). 
Negotiations are reported on for 
some British films also. 

Co-Receiver Maybe 


In the meantime the financial ex- 
igencies-of the spot are officially 
stated at about the same. There 
is talk around of a co-receiver be- 
ing appointed to act with Harry G. 
Kosch. Nothing definite this way, 
however. 

The past week’s interest in the 
spot, aside from its continued low- 
ering grosses under the present 
management, is the re-entrance of 


Herbert Lubin into the theatre’s 
affairs. Lubin was one of the lead- 
ers in the original promotion of 


Roxy Theatres Corp., from a stock 
end. 
With re-entrance, Bert 
associated with 
over the house’s 
replacing Russell 


Lubin’s 
Ennis, formerly 
Lubin, has taken 
publicity reins, 
Moon. 

Lubin’s official capacity is that of 
assistant to Kosch, but may indi- 
cate that ‘some new financing 
scheme is on for the spot. 

On June 13 a hearing on the pres- 
ent receivership is due before Fed- 
eral Judge Gaffe, with the prob- 
ability that some new financial ar- 
rangement for the Roxy may be 


brought up. Operation is still 
mostly in the hands of Kosch and 
the house manager, Charles Gris- 
wold. 





18 Mos. and a 
$5,000 Fine for 
Horwitz on Radio 


San Antonio, May 30. 

Will Horwitz, Houston theatre 
man, his wife, and three other men 
were convicted in a Federal court 
at Corpus Christi of violating the 
U. S. laws in connection with ope- 
ration of a lottery plugged nightiy 
over radio station XED, Reynosa, 
Mexico, across the Rio Grande from 
McAllen, Tex. 

Horwitz, prominently identified 
with Allied indie exhibitors. in 
Texas, was sentenced to 18 months 
in Leavenworth and fined $5,000. 
Mrs. Horwitz was given a six-month 
suspended sentence, while the men 
drew terms ranging down from a 
year and a day to 60 days. 

Conviction marked the culmina- 
tion of a fight by customs and pos- 
tal authorities to end American par- 
ticipation in a lottery which drew 
thousands of sheckels from this 
side of the Rio via a nightly bally- 
hoo over the high powdered Mexi- 
can station. 

Horwitz denied he ever made an 
agreement to violate the U. S. laws 
and testified the lottery concession 
Was secured by Jose H. Popez 
Alear, of Mexico City, who ap- 
proached him on financing it. After 
talking to Gov. Castillano, of Ta- 
mualipas, Alcar got the concession 
in his own name and then sold it 
to Tamualipas, retaining for him- 
self and associates 25% of the capi- 
tal stock. 

During six months of operation 
the take was $100,000 of which 
$57,000 was paid out in prizes, $11,- 
000 for Federal taxes and 16% each 
for operating expenses and profits, 
Horwitz declared. 

Horwitz has given notice of ap- 
peal and was released under $5,000 
bond. Milton G. Hall, radio an- 
nouncer and newspaper man, and 
Manuel R. Gonzales were released 
on recognizance. Manuel C. Guer- 
ra was given a year in prison, 


Damocles 100% 


Palo Alto, Calif., May 30. 

When ‘Leo the Lion’ was 
touring for Metro exploitation, 
Harry Brown, manager of the 
Stanford theatre here, tried to 
crash the unusually tough dail- 
ies by offering to go into the 
lion’s den and bite him in a 


specific portion of his anatomy 
if it would get him a front page 
story. 


Papers went for the stunt 
big, announcing it on page one 
in advence, Brown began to 
get wcrried that he would be 
forced to go through with the 
stunt and did some fast think- 
ing. 

Just as he was ready to step 
into the cage, a representative 
of the Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty +o Animals inter- 
vened and forbade the stunt 
under penalty of prosecution. 
Brown still won't admit that 
he was the anonymous caller 
who protested to the society. 


Radio Trailers 
For RKO Films, 
Free If Can Do 











Hollywood, May 30. 

Radio will use discs as air trailers 
for 15 of its pictures on the new 
program. 

Idea is to make tabloid editions 
of these pictures, using players from 
the films’ casts, as teasers to be 
used over stations the week before 
the film plays local theatres. 

' First wax trailer will be made for 
‘Roar of the Dragon.’ Sound tracks 
will be made here and shipped east 
for records to be made at the Vic- 
tor plant. 

Dises will be distributed through- 
out the various Radio exchanges for 
use by theatres to attempt tieups 
with stations, 

Idea was broached two years ago 
by Don Eddy, p. a. at the studio, 
and turned down. It went into ex- 
ecution when outlined to Robert F. 
Sisk, in charge of publicity and ad- 
vertising at the home office. 





Stench Barrage and 
No Biz Shuts Indpls.’ 
2 Largest De Luxers 


. Indianapolis, May 30. 

Two of the largest thea res in 
Indiana, the Circle and the Indiana, 
Skouras-Publix managed, and the 
Indiana Ballroom, close for an in- 
definite period beginning June 9 
Although B. V. Sturdivant, district 
manager of the Skouras-Publix 
chain, owner of the. three places, 


declined to comment, the announce- 
ment followed a stench attack at 
the two theatres Friday night (27). 
However, operators at the theatres 
were working on a month’s notice 
before the stench attack happened. 

Three bottles of nauseating acid 
were emptied in the Indiana and 
Circle, causing several hundred 
persons to leave. The stench bar- 
rage was laid down during the 
WLW Radio Show on the Indiana 
stage; 46 entertainers are in the 
show. 

First it was reported that labor 
troubles caused the attack but a 
look around the theatres would dis- 
close the real reason; lack of pa- 
tronage. 

About 125 persons are employed 
by the theatres. The Indiana up 
until a few months ago used Fan- 
chon & Marco stage units; since 
ithen tabs. The Indiana opened in 
11927, is considered the finest in In- 
'diana and is appraised at $2,000,- 
1/000. The Circle, appraised at $750,- 
| 000, opened 15 years ago. Skouras- 
| Publix acquired the two about four 
l years ago. 








Principal Pictures Does 
All Ad Work on Coast 


Hollywood, May 30. 

First company to entirely center 
its advertising work on the coast is 
Principal Productions, Sol Lesser’s 
concern reviving the former Prin- 
; cipal Pictures and Talking Picture 
| Epics. 
| All of the company’s press books, 
|} paper, lobby material, even to nov- 
elties and throwaways, will be com- 
piled and printed here. 

Jack Proctor is in charge of 
work for Lesser 
i the puBlicity. 








this 


and also handling 


CHI SEES 1-FILM 
HOPE FOR WB 
ATTEMPT 





Chicago, May 30. 
First glimmer of hope that the 
double feature cloud may pass away 
|is seen by local film row in the ap- 





|parent click of the single feature 
policy at the south side Avalon, 
Warner spot. Already one large 


indie, the Schoenstadt’s Piccadilly, 
has followed suit in reverting to 
singles, and next week the Warner 
circuit will switch its loop’s show- 
spot, the Orpheum, back to the one- 
film policy. 

These are indications being seri- 
ously considered by the industry 
locally, both indie and circuit. There 
is more single-feature talk around 
at present than any time in the past 
year. Where last month the exhibs, 
'particularly the indies, were re- 
| signed to the double-feature situa- 
| tion, they are now looking into the 
matter, and once more moves are 
being made to establish a certain 
reversion to the old-time standards. 

Warner Bros. plans to continue 
the back-to-normalcy stride at the 
remaining houses in its ‘C’ group. 
This week it starts a policy of play- 
ing all pictures with recognized 
strength strictly on the _ single-o, 
using the doubling plan only for 
the weak § sisters. According to 
present schemes, Warners will likely 








shift all of their 30 houses in this 
district back to singles before the 
month is out. They only exception 
to this will be those spots which 
are in direct competition with regu- 
lar double-feature theatres, particu- 
larly the larger Publix-B. & K. 
huts. 

As far as the Avalon change is 
concerned, claimed that the house 
has hopped 30% in attendance since 
the restoration of the single fea- 
tures; and of some 256 comments 
by patrons, only two were unfavor- 
able to the double-film elimination. 

Most of the leading exhibs in this 
town are convinced that double fea- 
tures isn’t helping attendance at 
present, and that one fair picture 
will do as good business as two 
fair flickers. Of the good pictures, 
there is no question. To the exhibs 
generally the return to. singles 
means, of most importance, a tre- 
mendous saving in picture costs, 








Stumped 


One of the Broadway lads 
almost promoted himself into 
| a chance of making money last 
| week, He heard of a foreign 

film that looked like coin 
With proper promotion. By 


talking fast he got the film 
j rights on strictly percentage, 
with no cash payment. On the 
same terms he promoted 
equipment and a projectionist. 
Ditto a theatre. All that was 
left to be paid was a few dol- 
lars for advance publicity and 
promotion. 


But that was too much for 


him. The newsparers wanted 
cash. He's back on the stem 
trying to figure out another 
idea, 











RKO and Publix 
Pooling in a Few 
Lesser Spots 


RKO and 
tres in 


Publix may pool thea- 
some situations where, in 


view of confliction on operation 
now, it is deemed expedient to get 
together for the benefit of both. 
Such pooling will not be on a coun- 
try-wide scale, but will take in most- 
ly smaller towns which have been 
hit by 


conditions, are overseated 





now, or for othe: reasons. 

Among towns mentioned for pos- 
RKO 
and Publix, with one or the other, 


sible get-together between 


depending on the situation, to op- 
erate, are Pockford, Ill. and South 


Bend, Ind. There are a few cthers 
where the two chains are now in 
competition. 

Memphis’ four-way (RKO, Pub- 
lix, WB, Loew) pool, effected a 
month ago with Loew's operating, 
will not be followed in other keys, 
according to present intentions. 








Co-op Recording 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Cooperative independent record- 
ing to dodge musical union rates 
goes into effect tomorrow (Tues- 
day) at Freeman Lang studios. 
Five independents all ready to 
make use of Alfonse Corelli's 16- 
piece orch for background music. 














St. L. to Go Showless if All 90 


Houses Concur on Summer Economy 





St. Louis, May 30. 
{f it should prove successful, a 
last week would 
showless for the 


move launched 
leave St. Louis 
summer, with the exception of the 
12 Municipal Opera productions. 

After a series of conferences for 
consideration of their mutual in- 
terests, owners and operators of 
practically all the neighborhood 
motion picture theatres, of which 
there are some 90 in St. Louis and 
suburbs, decided to ask the first-run 
houses to join them in a unanimous 
summer closing. Several meetings 
were held on the matter, but no 
decision was reached, None is ex- 
pected before next week. 

Move started with the 
Louis going dark Thursday night. 
Decision to close was sudden and 
came as a surprise as theatre was 
in its first week of a straight pic- 
ture, policy with lowered admis- 
sions. The closing leaves only four 
first-run picture theatres, 

Union labor trouble is the main 


RKO St. 





itors in an effort to induce their 


larger neighbors to join them in 
a summer's vacation. A request for 
a 25% reduction in theatre costs 
was recently presented to the the- 
atrical crafts by the Theatre Man- 
agers’ Association, but so far the 
request has not been granted. Nor 
is it expected the unions will ac- 
cede to the managers’ wishes. 

Proponents of the summer clos- 
ing argue that it would 
splendid opportunity for 
public attention to the situation 
with regard to the unions. It might 
also help to bring the craftsmen to 
terms. 

Current shortage of good pictures 
is put forward as another reason 
for closing. Proponents 
that if no pictures were exhibited 
for a few months the number of 
profitable ones would accumulate, 
so that by the time the houses re- 
opened in the fall adequate mate- 
rial would be on hand. 
reason, it is contended, 
probably could do as 
ness during the remainder of the 


calling 


theatres 
much busi- 





reason advanced by smaller exhib- | 


year as they could by 
open all summe: 


remaining 


afford a/| 


declare | 


For that 


Loew, Amusement Group Leader, .. 
Goes Into Semi-Collapse as 


Theatre Bonds Hit New Lows 


+> - 


By AL GREASON 


One of the severest blows struck 


it the market fortunes of the 
imusement stocks was the sinking 
spell last week of all 


ties which 


Loew 
amounted to 


securle- 
semi- 
collapse. Break of the common to 
16, the preferred to 
slump of the bonds 
the cue for a 
along the line. 

With the retreat of Loew spon- 
sorship, support disappeared for all 
the other allied and prace- 
tically without exception every is- 
sue in the theatre list registered a 
new mark of depression discourage- 
ment. 


below 50 
to 67, 
general 


and 
supplied 
route all 


issues 


Slump worked the worst damage 
upon Loew probably because it has 
suffered least so far. Break of the 
senior was sensational, net 
loss on the week amounting to 10 
points, measuring the decline from 
close to 60 to 49. Dealings here 
amounted to 1,300 shares, a rela- 


stock 


tively heavy turnover for this in- 
active stock. 

The common began its descent 
early in the week and its sudden 


crash through all former resistance 
levels was a disturbing factor in the 
general market. Only hint at an ex- 
planation was the trade gossip that 
other large circuits were embar- 
rassed and their film rental bills to 
M-G-M probably might be subject 
to indefinite delays. 

First of the other amusements to 
reflect the ominous influence were 

(Continued on page 20) 


B&K MAY SEEK 
REVENGE FOR 
RKO CUTS 





Chicago, May 30. 

Local theatre price war, started 
between B&K and RKO, when the 
latter cut the State-Lake scale to 
60 and 40 is now heading into the 
film exchanges, with B&K’s burnup 
threatening to prove costly to RKO. 
When the State-Lake slash took 
place B&K contends a long exist- 
ing ‘gentlemen's agreement’ be- 
tween the two circuits was broken, 
in that the local RKO office failed 
to apprise B&K before the change 
in scale took effect. 

No official information was ex- 
changed on the subject between the 
circuits at any time, with B&K 
learning of the incident in an in- 
direct way at a time when it was 
genera'iy known. Formerly, in ac- 


ecrdance with the ‘gentlemen’s’ 
code, any change in prices con- 
templated by either circuit was 


duly and mutually taken up before- 
hand, with both sides generally 
‘playing ball.’ 
Protection Threat 

B&K's threat to refuse to play 
RKO pictures in its subsequent run 
houses will now be carried out to 
the extent of a loss of revenue to 
RKO of approximately $7,000 a week 
in the outlying spots. With B&K 
holding the control throughout the 
state, through its Great Staies cir- 
cuit affiliation, it will mean another 
blow to RKO. In the past B&K 
had always been lenient about waiv- 
ing the protection clause in such 
towns as Rockford and Champaign 
when RKO needed pictures there. 
Now, with B&K’s burnup attitude, 
it's not likely to waive even a day. 

Another thing is that B&K may 
now hold back its protection on 
South Bend and Springfield, both 
| RKO strongholds, where the latter 
was formerly permitted to play its 
pictures ahead of Chicago. B&K’s 
commitments for a certain number 
of RKO pictures for its out of town 
Great States houses will be carried 
/out as per agreement this year, but 
'where RKO formerly got breaks 





| over and above those commitments, 
|there probably won't be any now. 

| Attitude of Warners in this mate 
|ter is not as pronounced as B&K’'s 
| although it is also peeved. RKO 
had been getting protection waiv- 
jers from Warners on the south side 
Englewood, which it is not likely to 


; 

| get now, although the Englewood 
lis folding for the summer next 
imonth 
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New RKOL. A. Stage Policy 
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PICTURE GROSS 





Helps, 


Feller’ Garners a Good $24,000, 


‘Hotel’ Leads in 5th Wk, $28,000 


Los Angeles May 
Best chance the town has to 
make up for the holiday exodus this 
week is the Rainbow Division Con- 
vention. s0ys had to see what local | 


theatres looked liked, and they « 


tributed considerably toward the 
weekend businzess. Chin es igain 
the field leader with ‘Grand Hoté 


in its fifth week. ate next 
with ‘When a Fell Needs a 
Friend’ on screen and ‘Desert Son’, 
headed by Perry Askam, on stage, 
‘Scarface’ at Pantages got rather 
poor opening but will ahead 
of past weekly averages. _ 
Estimates “-r This Week 
Chinese (Fox) 50-$1.50)— 
Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and stage show 


er 


come 


‘ 2 O28 . 


(5th week). Stay-at-homes got 
their chance at choice seats over 
weekend, w ith $28 000 result. Last 


week 5 
Was the p. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 
*The Rich Are 
(WB) and vaudeville. 
not so strong here as in Hollywood 
but should run to 
“Crowd Roars’ here last week came 
in to tune of $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
"Two Seconds’ (FN). This Robin- 
son picture handicapped by opus of 
week before, but on star’s draw 
power should come in with around 
$14,000 for eight days. ‘Strange 
Love of Molly Louvain’ (FN) was 
an out-and-out bust last week and 
trekked in for six days with less 
than $6,000, 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90) —‘The 
Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and vaude- 
ville. New vaude policy should 
bring first week take to around 
$12,000. ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) 
came close to the $7,800 mark last 
week. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—Scarface’ (UA) and _ stage 
show. Started off to around grand 
on opening day, with biz picking up 
and should hit betier than $9,560. 
“Lost Squadron’ (Radio) last week 
tipped the scale over $6,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1)—‘The Strange Case of Clara 
Deane’ (Par) and stage show. Very 
poor start despite excellent stage 
show; with holiday helping can get 
around $15,500. ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) 
flopped; $13,500 liberal gross esti- 
mate. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50)—‘Are You 
Listening?’ (M-G) and stage show. 
With Paul Ash in looks as though 
new life will show here; headed for 
$12,000. ‘Scandal for Sale’ (Univ) 
no hot potato for final week of 
vaude here with $6,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75) 
“When a Feller Needs a Friend’ (M- 
G) and stage show. Might show 
good result, although ‘Desert Song’ 
seen here very often on stage and 
eelluloid; around $24,000 indicated. 
‘Lettie Lyton’ (M-G) last week 
showed wholesome profit to the 
house and did wonders despite weak 
stage show with $25,700. 


GARBO BOOSTS STATE, 
ST. L., TO NICE $18,000 


St. Louis, May 30. 

Loew’s State is out in front this 
week with a Garbo picture headed 
for a nice $18,000. Otherwise the 
pickings are apt to be slim, even 
though the first-run cinemas have 
been reduced to four with the sud- 
den closing of the St. Louis. 

Ruth Chatterton at the Ambas- 
sador is still suffering some from 
recent poor pictures. 

This condition prevails despite 
break in weather, which was too 
cool for the outdoor amusements. 

Final week of the RKO St. Louis 
with ‘State’s Attorney,’ its first on 
straight films, floppo at $5,800. 
House dark now. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(FN) and unit. First 
picture in months may help to get 
$15,000. Last week ‘Two Seconds’ 
(FN), $17,300. 

Loew’s State (Loews) (3,000; 
35-50)—‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). 
Garbo will be the reason for this 
one soaring above average of last 
few weeks for a nice $18,000. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) off at $14,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)—‘So- 
ciety Girl’ (Fox) and Betty Comp- 


windup 
25-65)— 


Always With Us’ 





25- 


son in person. Neither drawing 
well with result, gross will be down 
to $10,000. Last week ‘Woman in 


Room 13’ and Mme. Schumann- 
Heink drew a mild $12,000. 
Miseouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50) | 


—Clara Deane’ (Par) and ‘Destry 
Rides Again’ (U). 
some of the kids to see his first 
talker but $5,500 not so hot. Last 
week ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) and 
‘Speckled Band’ (First Division), 
$5,900, poor. 


_ 


ats were bit off and $25,000 | 


Chatterton | 


around $12,000. | 


Chatterton | 


Tom Mix getting 





DITTO FOR N. H. 


Holiday Exodus Ruins Town But 
a Couple of Fair Grosses 


New Haven, May 30. 
Town's evacuation for holiday 
weekend didn’t do the theatres any 
good. Grosses are also fading with 


he milder weather. Plenty rumors 
iround predicting early foldups of 
| theatres, 
| Paramount, which has been try- 
ing to boost biz with added name 
attractions, now seems content to 


Par. may 
own pres- 


| ular unit. Possibility 
|shift F. & M. for their 
}entations shortly. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 35- 
65 Sinners in Sun’ (Par) unit, so- 
$9,000. Last week ‘Clara Deane’ 
|} (Par) and unit, $8,200. 
| Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
;}‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col) and 
‘Night World’ (U). Will probably 
be held to a moderate $7,700. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) and ‘Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox), were nice at $10,000. 
Roger Sherman (WB) _ (2,200; 
35-50) —‘So Big’ (WB) and ‘Tender- 
foot.’ Indications for okay $7,000. 
Last week ‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) 
and the ‘Expert’ (WB), only fair at 
$6,000. 
College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-50)— 
‘Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G) and 
‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). Week- 
end figures point to a quiet $3,000. 
Last week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA), and 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), drew 
nice comment but not much cash 
for a slim $3,300. 


Pittsb’gh Very Slow; 
‘2 Seconds’ $22,000 


so. 





Pittsburgh, May 30. 

Looks like another off week with 
hot weather overcoming holiday’s 
chances of helping matters. Last 
week was one of the worst here in 
some time, even expected b.o. hits 
failing to materiaiize, probably due 
to mid-summer tenanerature, 

With stage shows going out at 
the Penn and Stanley June 16, hoys 
feel that business can’t possibly get 
any worse and are hoping for at 
least an even break through the re- 
duction in overhead. Admission 
scales will be reduced 10c, making 
it a 50c top. 

No real leaders indicated for cur- 
rent session unless it’s the Stanley 
with ‘Two Seconds’ and Lilyan 
Tashman in person. Robinson is a 
definite draw when he has a good 
picture, and Tashman should help 
bolster to $22,000 anyway, not too 
good, but better than recent aver- 
age. ‘Huddle’ is unlikely to impress 
at the Penn with Novarro hardly 
able to overcome unseasonableness 
of gridiron film. 

It's the same story elsewhere. 
Fulton advertising ‘Society Girl’ as 
world premiere, but won't do better 
than weak $4,000; ‘State’s Attor- 
ney,’ at the Warner, likely to suffer 
from recent date at same house of 
‘Mouthpiece’ and will be lucky to 
gather $7,000, while Tom Mix’s first 
talker at Davis, ‘Destry Rides 
Again,” may get the holiday kids, 
but that’s all. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50), ‘Destry’ (U). Tom Mix’s may 
get some of the holiday kid trade. 
Will be lucky to get $3,000. Last 
week ‘Touzh to Be Famous’ (FN) 
around $2,800. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50), ‘Society Girl (Fox). 
Billing this one as a ‘world prem- 
iere,” but James Dunn isn’t strong 
here. Maybe $4,000. Last week 
‘Misleading Lady* (Par) $4,400. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘Huddle’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Football picture during sum- 
mer is something of a mystery, 
especially one that runs 102 min- 
utes. Too long, and Novarro’s name 
can't be much help with such odds. 
Doubtful of weak $17,000. Last 
week ‘Letty Lyton’ (M-G) a distinct 





disappointment at $20,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB) and Lilyan 


Should enliven 
Not too hot for 
but better than recent 
Last week ‘Rich Are 
Us’ (WB) under 


| Tashman on stage. 
| things for $22,000. 
}such a bill, 
‘takings here. 
Always with 
| $12.000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 
| ‘State's Attorney’ (Radio). 
| edge taken off by 
} (WB), which played 
house a fortnight ago. Will do well 
lif it gathers weak $7,000. Last 
week ‘Night World’ (U) around 


| $6.000 


25-35-60), 
Had the 
‘Mouthpiece’ 
this same 


let it go at that with film and reg- | 


And ‘Huddle’ $17,000 


DENVER DULL 


Rialto Alone Holding Own—‘Listen- 
in’ Poor $10,000 


Denver, May 30. 
In spite of the holiday, only one 
| de luxer, the Rialto, is pointing to- 
ward normal business. Aladdin is 
lowest in months and others are 
kicking plenty. 
Estimates for This Week 





Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75) — ‘Young American’ (Fox). 
Pls low at $4,560. 

| ‘M piece’ (WB) did a_ good 
$6,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-64) 

‘Two Seconds’ (FN). Low at $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Huddle’ (M-G), as- | 
sisted by Gene Dennis, girl mystic, 
and fair stage show, $9,900. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Are You Listenin’? M-G). Poor 
at $10,000. Last week ‘State’s At- 
| torney’ (Rad), ditto. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
150—Night Court’ (M-G). Fair at 
| $8,000. Last week ‘Clara Deane’ 
(Par), a poor $4,100. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-50) 
|—‘Seanda for Sale’ (Radio). Fair 
| $3,500. Last week ‘Beast of City’ 
| (M-G), $4000 oke. 


PORTLAND OK ALL OVER; 
‘LETTY, NICE $12,000 


Portland, Ore., May 30. 
Fox-Paramount continues to build 
| with equal exploitation of pictures 
‘and stage unit names. Currently 
| ‘Letty Lynton’ is getting results and 
| puts that house in the money class. 

Saturday openings at the Para- 
mount hurts the grapevine exploita- 
tion. The burg needs Thursday 
openings to get wise to what's 
showing before Saturday. Gossip 
| publicity is biggest exploitation an- 
| gle. 
| 
| 








‘Grand Hotel’ clicked for a nice 
$12,500 on its one week at the Fox- 


Broadway and -may hold to two 
weeks. Fortnight’s advance ex- 
ploitation helped considerably in 
getting b. o. results. 

Hamrick boosted biz at the 


Oriental by adding Anne Snyder, 
‘local mystic and mind reader to 
‘Tough to Be Famous’ last half. 

RKO Orpheum is planning a new 
split-week policy for the northwest, 
with pictures and vaude. Local 
‘house has been slipping and needs 
stimulating. Nite admish will be 
lowered a dime to 50c top. Straight 
sound houses in the burg now set 
at 35c top. Fox-Paramount with 
pictures and stage units figures to 
hold the 60c level. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-60) 
—‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) and F & M 
stage unit holding up nicely to $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Are You Listen- 
ing?’ (M-G) poor at $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000); 25-60)— 
‘Radio Patrol’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Lasted four days only; $4,000. Last 
week ‘Night World’ (UU) and Olsen 
and Johnson featured in vaude 
okay at $9,000. 

United Artists (FWC) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘When a Feller Needs a 
Friend’ (M-G). Fair $4,000. Last 
week ‘Night Court’ (M-G), $4,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Two Seconds’ (WB). Good for 
$5,500. Last week “Tough to Be 
Famous’ (WB) went fairly for $4,- 
500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 15- 
25)—‘Heart of New York’ (FN). 
Likely for fair $4,000. Last week 
| ‘Destry Rides Again’ (U), $3,500, off. 

Broadway (FWC) (2,000; 50- 
| $1.50). First week clicked for okay 
| $12,500. 


CUTTING DOWN HOUSES 
SHOULD HELP DETROIT 


Detroit, May 30. 

With the closing of one theatre 
and the expected closing of a 
second, the shortage of boxoffice 
attractions is not critical for Puhlix 
Playing of better attractions in 
fewer houses should help those still 
open. Otherwise the population 
continues lethargic. 

‘Grand Hotel’ is in its fourth and 
| final week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75) 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) and Guy Lombardo 
jand Burns & Allen on stage. Will 
'do nice $32,000. Last week Mills 
Bros. on stage and ‘Rich Always 
With Us’ (WB) outstanding at 
$37,000. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50) ‘Man About 
Town’ («(Fox) and_= stage _ show. 
Near $15,000. Last week ‘Carnival 
| Boat’ weak at $14,000. 

Fisher (2.665; 15-35-60-75), ‘Ten- 
‘derfoot? (FN) and_ stage show. 
| Around $10,000. Last week ‘Sifiners 
7 Sun’ (Par) off at $11,100. 
' 
| 























Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50), ‘Ra- 


dio Patrol’ (Radio). About $8,000. 


Last week ‘Night World’ (U) weak 
at $7.5060. 
| United Artists (2,018: 15-35-60- 
|75) ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). 
|; Should see $7,000. Last week 
‘Congress Dances’ (UA), weak at 
| $6.100. 

Paramount (3448: 15-35-60-75). 


Last week, final, ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
poor at $6,000, 


Cold Weather 
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Big Minnesota’s Swan Song Is Okay to 


and Crosby 





NEW ORLEANS QUIET 


Last week | Stage Helping ‘Sinners’ Get $12,000 | 


-—‘Patrol’ $8,000 





New Orleans, May 30. 

Returns in the major filmeries are 
disappointing and so is the product. 
| Particular item of interest is Mitzi 
| Green, who is drawing above ‘Sin- 
} ners in thé Sun’ in person at the 


frorseo gy Others at sixes and 
sevens. 
Publix is closing the Strand to- 


morrow (Tuesday) and the Saenger 
has given its orchestra four weeks’ 
notice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Saenger (3,400; 65)—‘Sinners in 
Sun’:(Par) and stage show. Creat- 
ing little comment, but Mitzi Green 

sending returns to fair $12,000. Last 
| week ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(WB) poor $8,500. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) —‘Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox). House struggling for 
$8,000. Last week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) 
$11,000, oke. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—-‘Radio Pa- 
trol’ (Radio). Seems to be in for 
another $8,000. Last week ‘Night 
World’ also $8,000, moderate. 

Strand (1,800; 60)—‘Tough to Be 
Famous’ (FN). May go to $2,500. 
‘Room 13° (Fox), $2,000. 

Tudor (800; 35)—Two Seconds’ 
(FN). About $1,800. Last week 
‘Clara Deane’ (Par), $1,900. 


Boston Keith’s with 
Vaude Looks Around 
$15,000, Bernie Band 


Boston, May 30. 

The grosses to watch this week 
are those of the RKO Keith’s and 
Boston. Keith’s, alongside of the 
newly opened Paramount, switched 
from straight pictures to vaude and 
started strong with Ben Bernie and 
five acts. The Boston which has 
been playing vaudfilm, changed to 
Loew units, doing nicely. Keith's 
has been mostly in the red since it 
opened. 
- The Metropolitan has the Boswell 
Sisters and Conchita Montenegro 
on the stage and Ruth Chatterton 
on the screen this v-eek. Trio ought 
to boost to a winter gruss. Rest of 
the town has some good flickers and 
holiday may help some. ‘Grand 
Hotel’ is slipping with a ‘Last Week’ 
sign out. 

Estimates for This Week 


Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75)—‘Rich 
With Us’ (WB) and stage show. 
Should better $30,000. Last week 
‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) poor at $20,- 
400. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘Radio 
Patrol’ (Radio) and vaude. Ben 
Bernie should better $15,000, good. 











Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Ra- 
dio) $9,000, blah. 
Keith-Boston (4,000; 25-35-50)— 


‘Strangers of Evening’ and unit. 
New combo for house, and around 
$15,000. Last week ‘No Greater 
Love’ and vaude $8,500, mild. 

Majestic — ‘Grand Hotel’ (6th 
week). Sliding. Last week $12,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35-50- 
60)—‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox). Will 
look big at $9,000. Last week ‘Clare 
Deane’ (Par) weak at $7,500. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘As You 
Desire Me’ Garbo (M-G). Garbo 
seldom below $18,000. Last week 
‘Scarface’ (UA) $20,000. 


Newark Doesn’t Hope 
For Better Than $12,000 


Newark, May 30. 
No business last week and none 
in sight this week. Every one out 
of town. Only holiday prices to 
counteract should any one é¢@rop in. 
Unless it rains no one hopes for 
more than $12,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 30-35-50) 
—Tenderfoot’ (FN). May reach §$8,- 








$24,000 Week with ‘Sinners’ 





Minneapolis, Mav 30 
Stimulated by outstanding attr: 


Ca 


tion, the holiday and unseaso ly 
;}cold weather, business has come 
| back to life again. Takings promise 
ito record a healthy improvement 
over recent weeks. 

Bing Crosby, in person at the 
Minnesota, is the big box-oftice 
noise. It’s the last week for the 
4,200-seat de luxe Publix house 
which goes dark indefinitely on 
Thursday. For its swan song the 
theatre is offering what the press 


agent styles in the newspaper ads 


as ‘its greatest show, with a big 
Fanchon-Marco stage show, ‘Im-« 
pressions,’ featuring Natacha Nate 


tova, a pretentious orchestral over. 
ture presentation, and ‘Sinners in 
the Sun,’ in addition to Crosby, who, 


incidentally, is proving a femme 
draw. 
Film stuff runs largely to the 


sexy type, with daring titles helping 
to offset mediocrity of quality. 

With the closing of the Minnesota, 
the State will have the pick of the 
big pictures and will open its new 
shows on Fridays. 

A surprising amount of interest 
in ‘The Five-Year Plan,’ at the 
Shubert. The Russian picture will 
do by far the best business of any 
of the three foreign talkers to date, 
‘Should a Doctor Tell?’ in the Astor 
on percentage, plays to women only 
at matinees and men only at nights, 

While Publix has deemed it ad-« 
visable to close its ace 4,200-seat 
Minnesota and keep its other lead- 
ing deluxer, the Century, dark, the 
Publix Palace, a 10c. loop grind 
house, is averaging a $600 weekly 
profit. The Palace, seating 1,800, is 
| ome of the few theatres of the Publix 
| Northwest circuit consistently oper- 
| ating in the black. 
| Estimates for This Week 





Minnesota (Publix) (4.200; 75)— 
‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par), Bing 
Crosby in person, and F-M_ idea, 


‘Impressions,’ with Natacha Natto- 
va. Big house winding up with 
pretentious and costly show. 
Crosby the card. Dandy ex- 
ploitation campaign put on for 
him. Critics panned picture, but 
it’s getting over fairly well, although 
Carole Lombard and Chester Morris 
mean nothing to box office. Stage 
show and orchestra presentation 
liked. With ’ oliday and cold weath- 


er help, good $24,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Night Court’ (Par), $11,100, 
very bad. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) —'Man 
Wanted’ (WB) and vaudeville. Kay 
Francis not much of a card and 
nothing on stage in way of names 
to attract attention. Title and mod- 
erately pleasing qualities of picture 
bringing in some biz, however, and 
it looks like a fair $9,000. Last week, 


‘State’s Attorney’ (RKO), $9,700, 
fair. 
State (Publix) (2,200: 50)—‘But 


the Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G). Pop- 
ularity of Montgomery and title 
bringing in some trade, but picture 
is proving disappointing. Only in 
for six days, having opened on 
Saturday instead of usual Thursday. 
Zane Grey picture, ‘South Sea Ade 
ventures,’ also on bill, heavily ad-« 
vertised. May top $5,000, mild. Last 
week, ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox), helped by radio plugging and 
eight-day run, $6,500. 

Lyric (Publix) (1.300; 35) —*Wom- 
an in Room 13’ (Fox). Landi no 
magnet, but title and attractive 
front helping to pull trade. Fairish 


$3.000 pace. Last week, ‘Young 
America’ (Fox), same figure. 
Shubert (Steffes) (1,600; 35)— 


‘Five Year Plan.’ Soviet picture at- 
tracting plenty of attention; looks 
like fine $3,000. Last week, Swedish 





| a Doctor Tell?’ 


picture, “Troette Theodore,’ $2,200, 
fair. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Should 
Matinees for wom- 
en only and nights for men. Sex 
picture doing some business; about 
$2,000 indicated, good. Box office 
helped by fact this is first of its sort 
in a loop Publix house for many a 
moon. Last week, ‘Freaks’ (M-G), 
second loop run, $800, bad. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Wet 
Parade’ (M-G). Second loop run. 





000. Last week ‘Rich Are Always 
With Us’ (WB) bad at $7,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Single feature 
instead, of doubles; likely to drop 
gross to $4,000. Last week ‘Vivi- 
enne Ware’ (Fox) and ‘Destry’ (U) 
okay at $4,600. 

Little (Cinema) — ‘Reserve Hat 
Ruh’ (Tobis). Good if it gets $1,009. | 
| Last week ‘Ein Usgekochter Junge’ ! 
| (Capitol). Terrible business and ! 
‘Die Forster Christl’ had to be add- | 
ed to get a bad $700. 

Loew’s State (2,780: 30-506)—‘Are 
You Listening’ (M-G) and vaude. 
N. T. G. back again, but only $12,- 
000 at best. Last week ‘Sky Devils’ 
(UA) feeble at $11,009. 

Newark (Adams-Par) 
25-50-60)—'‘Sinners 
; and vaude. 


(2,348; 15- 
in Sun’ (Par) 
Local revue counted on 





{| (Par) on split. May get $3,200. 





‘to pull up to a bad $10,000. Last 


About $700 indicated, light. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan of the Apes’ (M-G), 
third loop run, and ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(WB), second loop run, split, $800. 





week ‘World and Flesh’ (Par) $9,000, 
very poor. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-50-60) 


—Man Wanted’ (WB) and vaude. 
Fatty Arbuckle not much of a 
draw. May stretch to $11,006. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) 


weak at little over $11,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 


—‘So Big’ (WB) and ‘South of the. 
Rio Grande’ (Col) with ‘Careless 
Lady’ (Fox) and ‘Silver Lining’ 


Last 
week ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) and ‘Ghost 
City’ (Mon) with ‘This Is the Night’ 
(Par) and ‘Cross-Examination’ (Su- 
preme) weak at about $2,900. 
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~— -Balto’s Sunday Pay Strife 





| T heatres-Musicians Wrangle—Grosses Short 


of Hopes on 7 Day Week 


+ 








Baltimore, May 30. 

Fight between the musicians’ 
union and the managers over Sun- 
day pay is on. Last week the union, 
by a slim majority, voted to demand 
time and a half for Sunday work, 
original proposition being to ask for 
double pay. Weakness in the man- 
agers’ position is the lack of unanim- 
ity. Rappaport, of the Hipp, is ap- 
parently afraid he can’t go on with- 
out stage fare. It is understood 


COLUMBUS SENTIMENT 


Friends Turn Out for Stage Show 
Final, Giving Ohio $14,000 
Columbus, May 30. 
With the Broad in its final week 
and the Ohio in its last week of 
unit shows, sentiment is playing a 
part at these houses this week. This 
is especially true at the Ohio, where 
friends are getting up parties in 


that the other houses agreed t0/honor of the orchestra and other 
bolster his screen fare to see him| favorites. 
through the fight, but apparently 


‘Explorers of World,’ at the Pal- 
ace, will draw the children while 
Harold McCracken, lecturing with 
this film, is an ex-local and will help 
some. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)—Ex- 
plorers of World.’ Should do fairly 
well at $5,000. Last week ‘Sinners 


without success. Two weeks’ notice 
has been served on the musicians in 
several cases and the town is mark- 
ing time to see the outcome. Press 
has given big space to the fighi, and 
is undoubtedly on the side of the 
theatres. 

Receipts of important houses since 


> advent of a seven-day week). Seat > , ger 
ans justify the increase in ever- $: Sun’ (Par) sub-expectations at 
. : " : “1 3,400. 
head. Average is well below that Punt: TT ; . os. 
of late winter with a six-day week.|, Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)- 
Vivienne War’ (Fox) and unit. 


Outdoor opposition is partly respon- 
sible. Hot weather hit the houses 
last week, but more _ temperate 


Looks like nice $14,000. House to 
go straight films June 2. Last week 
‘Clara Deane’ (Par) off at $11,900. 


weather this week should aid. It’sa be oenhi an Os 
: soew-Us 2,500; 25-50) 
toss-up between the Century, with Fe te hs pal eget A $8 500 
‘Two Seconds,’ and the Stanley with ' a Speed oA cM Pea anathe 
‘Huddle’ currently. put a campaign PD enty stly. 
: House closes June 2, Last week 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25-60) 
—Two Seconds’ (FN). Looks like 
the out-in-front picture of the week; 
will go to at least a pretty fair $18,- 
500. Last week ‘Sinners in the Sun’ 


‘Scarfare’ (UA) fair enough at $6,- 
400. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) —‘Two 
Seconds’ (WB). Only fair at $3,- 
800. Last week ‘Rich Always With 
Us’ (WB) average $4,200. 


and Johnny Weismuller heading Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
stage show, skidded to unimpressive| ‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox). Good 
$17,500. encugh to hit $2,500. Last week 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500;|‘Young Bride’ (Radio) only $1,700. 





25-50)—‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio), 
and vaude. Ates on screen and in 
person will aid stage bill which 
overshadows film. Grosses here off 
in recent weeks and this one won't 
pass a fair $10,500. Last week 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) ‘way 
down at $8,500. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 
50)—‘Street of Women’ and vaude. 
Tab musicals apparently catch on 
here. On the main stem and gets 
the bargain stage crowd. Should go 
to a good $13,500. Last week ‘Man 
Wanted’ (WB) and ‘Good News’ 
(stage tab), very good, all consid- 
ered, and reached $15,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50)— 
*‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U). May get 
pretty good $7,500. Last week ‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) nothing to brag 
about at $6,500. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35)—‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Was 
okay at the Stanley and looks like 
money here. Will get a good $4,500. 
Last week ‘Night Court’ (M-G) just 
pretty good at $3,500. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
—Huddle’ (M-G). Pleasing but con- 
ditions against anything big. Won't 
cross fair $17,500. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Will go 
te average $3,200. Last week ‘Night 
Court’ (M-G), $2,500. 


SEATTLE JUST FAIR, 
ORPH’S TWO AT $7,000 


Seattle, May 30. 

Excellent weather for double holi- 

ay hurting the flickers this week. 
Grand Hotel’ sagging, again prov- 
ing Seattle not so hot as a two week 
stand. 

Settling down to summer weather 
means only ace attractions will 
gather coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-60)— 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) and Trixie Friganza 
stage unit. Mild $10,000. Last week 
‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) and Ted 
Lewis band big week at $15,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
50)—‘Night World’ (U) and ‘Road 
House Murder’ (Radio). With new 
Policy split week film and vaude 
under way, booked from L. A. as 


RUBE WOLF-ED PEABODY 
HELP PERK UP ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 30. 

While the city’s individual collars 
are being withered by the initial hot 
weather, managers are moaning 
that there’s not a draw in a carload 
of film, so live entertainment is get- 
ting the plug in a stanza marked by 
intensive training of spotlights on 
stage shows. RKO’s policy changes 
are in effect, six vaude acts going 
into the Orpheum and presentations 
into the Golden Gate, with aug- 
mented grosses at the former spot 
and fairish returns at the latter. 

Warfield’'s booking of Rube Wolf 
to return as m. c., day before RKO’s 
policy shifting, was unintentional 
competition, but Wolf is helping out 
plenty while his supporting pic, 
‘Sinners in the Sun,’ offers little or 
no attraction to ticket buyers. 

Fox has Eddie Peabody, and the 
banjo maestro with ‘Night Court’ on 
screen is helping the big upper Mar- 
ket house to a fair $32,000. 

This is fifth and last week of 
‘Scarface’ at United Artists, and 
third and last of ‘Grand Hotel’ at 
the California. 

Estimates for This Week 

California (Fox) (1,400; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50) —‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (3d 
and last week). Slipped badiy this 
stanza and $11,000 is only fair. 
Deuce week was around $18,000. 

Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘Night Court’ 
(M-G) and Eddie Peabody on stage. 
Banjo whanger getting the publicity, 
and with picture aiding house to a 
fair $32,000. ‘Huddle’ (M-G) and 
Mae Murray on stage drew a very 
bad $20,000 last weck. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 35-60) 
—No Greater Love’ (Col.). First 
week of new presentation policy 
counted on to bring in extra simo- 
leons but weakness of celluloid is 
holding house to fair $11,000. Last 
week ‘Young Bride’ (Radio) and 
vaude got $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60)— 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U). ‘Return of vaude 
to the Orpheum’ is the baliyhoo 
line and business about three times 
over average with $13,000, okay 
Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) 








starter, will show fair $7,000. Last j|got $7,000, almost three grand over 

week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) | past weeks. a 

$6,000. Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60)— 
Fox (FWC) (2,100; 50-$1.50)— | ‘This Is the Night’ (Par). Nothing 


‘Grand Hotel (M-G). Held for sec-| pulling and $8,000 pretty poor. Last 

ond week though top priced seats; week Chatterton in_ ten days of 

not so well filled. Mats oke and/|‘Rich Are Always With Us’ disap- 

also cheaper seats; $15,000 big last! pointed with $14,000. 

week. United Artists (1,200; 35-40-60)— 
Music Box (Hamrick) (90@; 25-35-| ‘Scarfare’ (UA) (5th and last week). 





50)—Mouthpiece’ (WB). Thin on| Has had excellent run and final $7.- 

3.500. Last week, ‘Rich With Us'|000 is still good pickin’s. Fourth 
(FN) good at $4,000. week got okay $9,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-60)— 
25)—Street of Women’ (WB). Aver-| ‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and re- 
age for $1,800. Last week, ‘Molly | turn of Rube Wolf as m.c. Latte! 
Leuvain’ (FN), fair at $2,000. fevent given primary plugging and 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- | Wolf saving house from otherwise 
000; 10-15-25) — ‘County Fair’ | dangerous territory with neat $18,-| 
(Mono). Qke film with good shorts! 000. Same story last week when| 


and $5,900 nice. Back to single fea-| KF RC’s ‘Happy Go Lucky’ gang on 


ture, the double not being so hot.| stage kept ‘Molly Louvain’ (FN) 
Last week ‘Strangers of Evening’| from running below $14,500, which, 
(Tif). $4.600. all things considered, was okay. 
Coliseum (FWC) (1.800: 25-35)—!} Warners (1,365; 35-50-60)—‘Fa- 
‘Sky Devils’ (UA) and ‘Room 13’;mous Ferguson Case’ (WB). Pic 
(Fox). Bad at $1,600. Last week] jerked; five days only; $6,000. ‘Two 


Seconds’ (WB) 
nice $15,609. 


‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G), and ‘Greeks’ 
(UA), $1,900. 


ran 10 days and got 


Tacoma Not Bad 


Tacoma, May 30. 
Tacoma now has full week of 
vaude in split doses, Orpheum start- 
ing on its new policy with balcony 
price down to 35 cents anv time. 
Fine weather and everybody away 
over holiday. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) 
—'‘State’s Attorney (Radio) and 


unit, $5,100, good 
Broadway (FWC) (1,500: 50-75- 
$1-$1.50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Ad- 


vance sale of $1,500 for current 
week considered excellent. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 


25)—‘Scarface’ (UA). Looks $2,800 
Last week ‘So Big’ (WB) did nicely 
at $2,000. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par), ‘Room 13’ 
(Fox) and ‘Working Girls’ (Par), 
double bill for two days, then ‘Hud- 
dle’ (M-G) for three days. Indi- 
cates $2,500. Last week ‘Flesh Is 
Weak’ (M-G), ‘Misleading Lady’ 
(Par), ‘Young America’ (Fox) and 
‘This the Night’ (Par), $2,800, fair. 


‘Attorney’ Tops Bklyn, 
But Weak for Par, 








Brooklyn, May 30. 

Luna and Steeplechase parks in 
Coney Island opened for the season 
and the island drew several hun- 
dred thousand over the week-end 
with hardly a spender in the lot. 
The picture houses downtown didn’t 
do anything to brag about, either. 

The Paramount with ‘Attorney for 
Defense’ and Jack Benny on the 
stage will bring in $30,000, low 
business. The Albee has Phil Baker 
billed above the flicker, ‘Strange 
Love of Molly Louvain’ and figured 
for $23,000, oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)—‘Attorney for Denfense’ (Par) 
and stage show presided over by 
Jack Benny, radio’s newest fair- 
haired boy, and Cliff Uke Edwards, 
in a gay affair. House should do 
$35,000, so-so. Last week ‘Miracle 
Man’ (Par) with Ann Pennington 
and Frances Williams in stage show 
brought in weak $32,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75)—"Woman 
in Room 13’ (Fox) and stage show, 
featuring Arthur Lake, the cinema 
lad. House will probably go dark 
soon, according to a notice in the 
theatre. Maybe $16,500 this week. 
Last week, ‘No Greater Love’ (Col) 
$9,000, floppo. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75) — 
‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ 
(FN) and vaude. Phil Baker gets 
all the billing in this town. Maybe 
$23,000, satisfactory. Last week 
‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Radio) 

22,000, all right. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50-65) 
—Behind the Mask’ (Col) and 
vaude, a condensed version of ‘Girl 
Crazy’ with Gert Gordon, Frances 
Upton and Hal Thompson. Should 
bring in $25,000, not bad. Last week 
‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) $23,000, mild. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Rich 
Are Always With Us’ (WB). Around 
$12,000, fair. Last week, ‘So Big’ 
(WB) same, no complaints. 


Cool Breezes Cincy Aid, 
$20,000 for ‘Tenderfoot’ 


Cincinnati, May 30. 

Local amusement parks opened 
the season over the weekend, but 
cool weather reacted in favor of in- 
door recreation. So current figures 
for the downtown film palaces 
should only be a shade under last 
week. 

The RKO closes Strand Friday 
for summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) and vaude. Mo- 
ran and Mack heading talent. 
Growing popularity of Joe Brown 
corraling and probably for $20,000. 
Last week ‘Clara Deane’ (Par) $22,- 
000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox). Local in- 
terest in picture stimulated recent- 
ly by WLW which dramatized 
script in six episodes, $8,500 fair. 
Last week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) 
$7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 80-50);— 
‘Huddle’ (M-G). Novarro'’s ad- 
mirers tripping in for good $12,500 








pace, helped by extra advertising. 
Last week ‘Rich Are With Us’ 
(WB) $8,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-460)— 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). Gpod $4,000. 
Last week ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) 
$3.400. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Scandal For Sale’ (U). Average or 
$2,900. Last week ‘Man Wanted 
(WB) $3,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,090; 15-25)— 
‘Rider of Death Valley’ (UU), and 
‘Hell's Headquarters’ (Mayfair) 
split. Near $3,400, boost for Mix. 


Last week ‘Vanishing Men’ (Stand- 
ard) and ‘Midnight Patrol (Stand- 





ard), $3,000. 


‘Tenderfoot’ (U) split week with 
vaude. Only $4,000. Last week 
‘Young Bride’ (Radio) and ‘Two| 
Seconds’ (FN) with Bill Robinson 


Coney Competish Tuff 


Holiday Pummels B way Grosses; 
‘Seconds,’ $24,000, Good; Roxy's 
Doleful $30,000; Cap. $40,000 








Memorial Day comes only once a 
year but when it comes on a Mon- 
day, providing a three-day week- 
end, it's anything but welcome for 
theatres. The drain on the box of- 
tice becomes all the more serious 
through taking away a lot of Fri- 
day night trade, with pecgle either 
hopping out of town after office 
heurs that day or spending the eve- 
ning preparing for the getaway Sat- 
urday mcrning. 

Several holidays have fallen on 
Mondays during the past year, but 
it’s doubtful if any weekend in the 
last 52 has done the damage of the 
one at hand. With few theatres 
doing what they should under 


pill to take. 

While the great exodus out of 
town taxed trains, boats, busses and 
roads, the influx from the hinter- 
lands, coming into the big city, is 
believed to be the smallest ever. 
Folks from out of town, who in 
other years might have spent a 
weekend in New York, taking in 
shows and other points of interest, 
are sticking close to Podunk. 

This means the gain from out of 
towners as against the _ deficit 
among New Yorkers is negligible. 

Rialto, on its second week of 
‘Searface,’ which set out with a 
bang, will probably show the high- 
est percentage of return above its 
house average among houses on the 
street this week. Picture’s second 
seven days, will do at least $40,000. 

Sister Rivoli, winding up with 
‘Congress Dances’ at less than a 


STAGE SHOW SUCCOR 
PROV’S BRIGHT SPOT 


Providence, May 30. 

Every spot on ths main stem in 
a tough way last week and current 
week about ditto. Holiday, hot 
weather and one thing or another 
are keeping the fans away. Vaude- 
ville continues to be the one bright 
thing in this town. 

Olive Borden in person at the 
RKO Albee is expected to put 
‘Radio Patrol’ (Radio), ahead for 
a fair $9,000. Fay’s the other va- 
riety house, is forging ahead with 
strong combination bill, and will 
be second when the coin is counted. 

‘ The Paramount returns to straight 
pictures this week after two weeks 
of stage presentations and ‘Strange 
Case of Clara Deane’ is dipping 
house to bottom. Loew's State con- 
tinues in the red with ‘Flesh Is 
Weak,’ despite heavy plugging. 

Ruth Chatterton’s ‘Rich Are Al- 
ways With Us’ is expected to put 
Majestic in lead for straight picture 
class with a fair return of $8,500, 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Radio Patrol’ (Radio) and vaude- 
ville with Olive Borden headlining. 
Feature getting the publicity 
breaks because o: picture names 
personal appearance. House is 
banking on leading town’ with 
$9,000 fair. Last week ‘No Greater 
Love’ (Col), poor at $6,300. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50) — ‘Midnight 
Patrol’ (Monogram) and vaude. An- 
other case where vaude is doing all 
the work. Should have no diffi- 
culty in topping $7,500; great. 
liouse has been renovated through- 
out and getting the publicity 
breaks. Last week ‘Trial of Vi- 
vienne Ware (Fox), okay at $7,000. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G). Feature 
being plugged to the skies but no 
one at the boxoffice. House has 
been in the red for over a month 
despite swell ballyhoo stunts to get 





the coin. Probably will see bottom 
at $7,500. Last week ‘When A 
Feller Needs A_ Friend’ (M-G) 
dipped house to $8,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Rich Are Always With Us’ (WB). 


Chatterton getting the notices and 
raves but class feature expected 
to hold gross within $8,500 mark; 
fair. Last week ‘Woman in Room 
iS’ (Fox), and ‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox), just managed to titlt $7,200; 
SO0-S0O, 

Paramount (2,200; 
‘Strange Case of Clara 
(Par). Sliding to bottom 
than $5,000. House has 
the money last two weeks 
of stage shows. This week's gross is 
|consistent with others house has 
been getting with straight pictures 
only. Last week ‘Reserved for 
Ladies’ (Par), and Horace 
and his Californian band 
ible for nice $8,500. 
| RKO Victory (1,600; 
Love Bound’ (Peerless), and 
der Devils’ (Artclass). Should do 
fair $2,800. Last week ‘Escapade’ 
(First Division) and ‘Sea Ghost 
(Peerless), low at $1,850. 
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$10,000 weekly nace, gives way toe 
morrow night (Wednesday) to @ 


new incomer, ‘Forgotten Command- 
ments’ (Par), debuting early the 
next morning. ‘Congress’ has not 


been profitable. 
From Hunger 

Three major de luxers are feeling 
the Memorial Day slump seriously. 
Paramount will be under $50,000, 
with its chances not strong of es- 
caping a figure around $45,000. Its 
stage holds Ken Murray, Mary 
Brian and George Raft as against 
‘For the Defense’ (Col), with the 
Edmund Lowe name. This is third 
of attorney cycle, following ‘Mouth- 


piece’ and ‘State’s Attorney’ on 
Broadway. 
‘Night Court’ (M-G), indicates 


around $40,000, perhaps a little over, 
for the Capitol, now permanently in 
opening, while the re- 
maining de luxer, Roxy, looks te 
be around $30,000, bad. Latter cur- 
rently unreeling ‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox). 

Roxy, with an overhead of be- 
tween $50,000 and $60,000, and dip- 
ping dangerously into the red lately, 
is hanging in the balance, with vari- 
ous reports in circulation concern- 
ing its future. Unless outside fi- 
nancing is brought in, or a sudden 
streak of revived business comes 
along, big house's fate is anything 
but bright. 

Price cuts at the house are being 
stressed in advertising. One report 
following the unseating of Russ 
Moon, theatre’s publicity-advertis- 
ing director, in what appears to 
have been a political move, was that 


Moon hadn't played up that price 
cut a couple weeks ago strong 
enough. His ads carried plenty on 


it, in the opinion of showmen. 

‘Two Second’ (WB), in for what 
looks like a good run at the Winter 
Garden, holding up staunchly at 
$24,000, nice. 

At the Strand, the takings are 
fair for Kay Francis in the film cur- 
rent there, ‘Street of Women’ (WB). 
Return on week a probable $16,000, 
all right. 

Mayfair's ‘Night World’ (U), 
somewhat confusing with Metro's 
current ‘Night Court’ at the Capi- 
tol, holding to around $15,000, con- 
siderable red, 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—Grand Ho- 
tel’ (M-G) (7th week). Continuing 
to do good business, with midnight 
Saturday show still in. Biggest de- 
mand seems to be for the cheaper 
seats, balcony always getting a good 


play. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)— 
‘Night Court’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Went in Thursday, day on 
which de luxer will change here- 
after; a sluggish $40,000, possibly a 
little over, in prospect. Six days of 
holding over ‘Feller Needs Friend’ 
and big-name stage show, the busi- 
ness slipped miles, ending at $40,000, 
low for this house. 

Paramount (3.664: 40-65-85)— 
‘For the Defense’ (Col) and stage 
show. Hovering between $45,000 
and $50,000, probably nearer to for- 
mer figure, outside booking, plus 
Murray-Brian-Raft combination on 
rostrum not attracting strongly. 
Last week ‘Reserved for Ladies’ 
(Par) and Dorothy Mackaill and 
Cliff Edwards in person, unexhila- 
rating $48,300. 

Riaite (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) (2d week). May top 
$40,000, a pretty profit for this low- 
overhead run, First week $57,200, 
terrific. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1)— 
‘Night World’ (U). Not much b. @ 
stamina in this one at around $15,- 
000, keeping house quite a ways in 
the red. Previously in, ‘Symphony 
of Six Million’ (Radio), $13,300, poor, 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘For- 
gotten Commandments’ (Par) opens 
Thursday morning (2), after a two 
weeks’ run of ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) at a disappointing take with 
nder $10,000 on bow-out. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Drawing only around $30,000, that’s 
more headaches for the Roxy crowd, 
the loss nearly equaling the 
total gross. Last week, with 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), $32,000, 
brutal. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) — 
‘Street of Women’ (WB). Probable 
$16,000 fair business. ast week 
same figure drawn by ‘The Tender- 


foot’ (FN), a Joe FE. Brown comedy. 
Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1)—‘Two Seconds’ (WB) (2d week). 
Maintaining strength despite draw- 
backs looks to a good $24 O00, On 
first week. $239.500, strictly okay with 
picture, considering ty} having to 
buck strong opening of ‘Scarface.’ 


Corey Ford's Travesties 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Corey has been engaged by 
Le write a travesty on 
he African adventure stories, 


Ford 


ser to 


Sol 
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Loop Feeling Better; ‘Desire Me 
Pacing to $39,000; Oriental on 
Feller,’ $25,000; McVickers Dark 


May 30. 


up this week, 


Chicago, 
Business is picking 


due mainly to the evident bettering 


of the product, both on the screens | 
and on the stage. At the ace Chi-| 
cago, Garbo is perking the pee, 
nicely, though hardly as much as | 


the former Garbo doings at the gate. 


This flick, ‘As You Desire Me,’ in 
several towns throughout the mid- 
west, is being plugged as the 


‘Sphinx’’ final and farewell appear- | 
ance. | 

At the Oriental it’s a combo of| 
fiesh and celluloid, ‘When a Feller} 
Needs a Friend’ getting a nifty boost | 
from the four-act of Vic MeLaglen, | 
Edmund Lowe, Fifi 
Charlie Judels. All except Lowe 
have already shown in town at the} 
opposish RKO Palace, 

And at the Palace one of the 
longest bargains in many months is 
giving indications of a pleasing fig- 


Dorsay and 


ure for the total. Seven acts of 
vaude headed by another screen 


feature, Jack Mulhall. 

Publix-B. & K. is closing the big 
run McVicker’s on Monday evening 
(30). House has been running badly 
in the blues for the past two months, 
being unable to connect with sock 
product. House will stay shuttered 
until July 1, when the new season’s 
films are due. Until that time at 
least the Chicago will be the winner, 
that mammoth weekly spot being 
handed the pictures usually desig- 
nated for a run attempt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) —‘As You Desire Me’ (M- 
G), and stage show. One of the four 
Metro flickers at the main loop 
arenas. Heating the box office, 
though can’t compare with the old- 
time Garbo marks. At $39,000 the 
house is making some honest coin. 
Last week, ‘Huddle’ (M-G), couldn't 
ae going and fell away to bad $27,- 


McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85)—‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U). House darkens on Monday 
(30); no real product available. No 
opening date set. After oke $15,200 
for opening week, picture looks to 
hold nicely to $8,000 for final spree, 

Success average for the shows de- 
clined to one out of every five pro- 
duced. Until now the average has 
always been one out of three. Had 
a reviewer wanted to be as tough 
as Doc Sirovich says all the boys 
are, he could have compiled a very 
nice batting average of .804 by pan- 
ning every show that opened. 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200: 
50-75-85)—‘Feller Needs a Friend’ 
(M-G) and stage show. McLag- 


len, Dorsay, Lowe and Judels on 
stage helping matters somewhat. 
Gross may manage fair $25.000. 


Idea of Jackie Cooper as a ‘limpy’ 
on the screen is retarding the 
flapper trade, on which this spot so 
much depends. House once more 
going for the flapper fare following 
this week, setting the Mills Bros. 
and Johnny Weismuller in succes- 
Sive weeks. Last stanza dragged a 
bit to $23,300 on ‘Night Court’ 
(M-G) and Bing Crosby’s return 
date. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 50-75-85) 
—‘Ferguson Case’ (WB) and vaude. 
Seven acts instead of the regular 
five is helping biz slightly, partic- 
ularly on the matinees. May sat- 


isfy at indicated $22,000. ‘Man 
Wanted’ (WB) didn’t help last 
week, and gross dulled to $19,800. 


State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-40- 
60)—‘Radio Patrol’ (U). House 
slides away once more. Hardly 
more than $7,500, not stron- for 
opening stanza. ‘With rent. how- 
ever, not being counted against the 
house during the 12 summer weeks, 
the ledger may look okay despite 
the retarded gross. ‘State’s Attor- 
ney’ (Radio) finished a good enough 
fortnight to $6,800 for the final half. 
; United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85)—‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). 
Will go until Tues. (31) at five | 
o'clock, when ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) arrives. Current flick 
make it almost one day 
three weeks, not bad considering. 
For second stanzi managed 
$16,700, and for final will 
graze the red at $10,000. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1- 
$1.50—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). (6th 
week). The beginning of the end, 
slumping both matinees and nights. 
Extra holiday show this week will 
count for something to hold to $15.,- 
000, good for the length of the stay. 
It’s an inexpensive house to operate 
and can drop almost 10 more grand 
before getting its skirts in the red. 
Last week did nicely at $16,800. 





likely 


neat | 





| L’VILLE LIVELY 


| Despite Strong Outdoor Opposish, | 
Biz Very Nice 


Louisville, May 30. 

River and 

lanes are calling away from theatres 
but biz not bad considering. 

RKO vaudeville continues to draw 


road, parks secluded 


at Rialto - although the Siamese 
twins are a weak headliner. Alamo 
tries pepped up attendance with a 


eowboy quartet. Brown and Strand 
are holding midnight openings. 
“ Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—-‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G). Garbo 
clicking for a good $12,000. Last 


week ‘When a Feller Needs a Friend’ 
(M-G) off at $8,000. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- 
35-50) ‘Clara Deane’ (Par). Fair 
$6,100. vast week ‘Man About 
Town’ (Fox), $5,900. 

Rialto (Fourtn Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
50-60) ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Okay $12,500. Last week 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB), not bad either, 
$11,700. 


Brown (2,000; 25-30-40) ‘Rich Are 
Always With Us’ (FN). Nice $5,800. 
Last week (3 days) ‘Famous Fer- 
guson Case (WB), $3,500. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25) ‘Reservee for Ladies’ (Par) and 
cowboy band, oke, $3,000. Last week 
‘Destry Rides Again’ (U), $2,700. 


RACE WK. PUSHES IND., 
RADIO SHOW $20,000 








Indianapolis, May 30. 
race today (Monday) 
will help the theatres before and 
after. Crowds reached the city two 
days early and some won't leave for 
two days afterward. Otherwise the 
downtown houses are tearing their 
hair to get patronage. 

Indiana is setting the pace with 
46 radio entertainers from WLW, 
Cincy, and ‘Forgotten Command- 
ments’ (Par) at 65-cent top. Other 
fare just mediocre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50), ‘Man About Town’ (Fox). 
Will do $3,500, just fair. Last week 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) reaped $4,000. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘Young Bride’ (Radio). 
Maybe $4,000, but will have to climb 
steadily. ‘Attorney for Defense’ 
(Col) last week closed at $4,500, up 
for this house. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,000; 
25-65), ‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
(Par) and radio stage show. Ex- 
pects $20,000, oke; intermittent stage 
shows here have held up pretty well 
since F-M units were pulled. Last 
week ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(FN) closed at $10,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50), ‘Cohens and Kellys in Holly- 
wood’ (U) and vaude. Competition 
of Indiana will hurt; about $9,000 
here. Last week ‘Scandal For Sale’ 
(U) and Grant Withers in p.a. about 
$8,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50), ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). 


Speedway 


Ought to get $8,000 because of 
Garbo. No special advertising or 
exploitation. 





‘DESIRE’ TOP IN K. C. 
ON A NEAT $20,000 


Kansas City, May 30. 

Amusements had every railroad 
running into town against them this 
week with such low excursion rates 
that thousands were taken out of 
town for three days. 

Loew's Midland is offering the 
best bet with Garbo in ‘As You De- 
sire Me’ and business is oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
10-15-25)—‘Mouthpiece’ (WB). Low 
prices bringing in some of the shop- 


pers and $3,500, fair. Last week 
‘Sky Bride’ (Par) $3,500. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-50)—‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). 


Garbo always certain of femme 


will | trade. Will get around $20,000, oke. 
beyond |Last week Scarface’ (UA) $12,900. 


(RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Office Girl’ (British Made) 
land vaude. Not given much pub- 
licity, most of newspaper space go- 
ling to vaudeville. House will ben- 
|efit from excursionists, as they like 
stage shows. $15,000 is fair. Last 
| week ‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox) 
| $12,500. 

Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
890: 25-35-50)—‘Street of Women’ 
(WB). Opening night had give 
jaway automobile and gross for week 
near $6,000, moderate. Last week 
| ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) $6,500. 


Mainstreet 


] - . . 
Capitol and Loew’s both have above 


MONTREAL BRIGHTER; 
LETTY’S’ $15,000 TOP 


Montreal, May 30. 
Military tournament, national 
holiday, hot weather and ‘Grand 
Hotel’ at His Majesty’s kept the 
grosses dented at the main stems 
last week, but attractions currently 
may jack 
‘Letty Lynton’ got a big ballyhoo 





up. 


in the local press and, Palace may 


run to $15,000 this week, while 


average programs. Princess is run- 





| locally 


British films with 
stars and 
The nabes are just 
against outdoors 


ning a brace of 


popular is also 
liable to jump. 
struggling along 
sports and amusement parks. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
$1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Last wee topped town at 


$16,000 and sale holding up for sec- 
ond week. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 
Lynton’ (M-G). Vill 
good $15,000. Last week 
Susie’ (British) attempted to cash 
in on ‘Empire Day,’ but only fair 
biz at $12,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Flesh Is 


75), 
be 


‘Letty 
to 
‘Sunshine 


close 


Weak’ (M-G) and ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U). Should better aver- 
age for $12,000. ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox) and ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) last 
week $11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), 


‘World and Flesh’ (Par) and vaude. 
With better than usual vaude, $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Behind Mask’ (Col) 
$13,000. 
Princess (CT) 
‘Carnival’ (British) and 
proval’ (British). May 
$8,000. Last week ‘Symphony’ 
(Radio) and ‘Racing Youth’ (UV), 
second week, did fairly at $6,500. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Les 
As du Tout’ (Par; French) and 
‘Blanc comme Neige’ (Par; French). 
Nothing outstanding and looks like 
$4,000. Last week ‘Couturiere de 
Luneville’ (French) and ‘Nuits de 
Venice’ (French) about $3,500. 
Cinema de Paris (ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Les cing Gentlemen maudits’ 
(French). May gross $2,600. Last 
week, third of ‘La Petite Chocola- 
tiere’ (French), about $1,500. 


Holiday Slows Up 
Philly—$35,000 for 
Mast, Fox $14,000 


Philadelphia, May 30. 

With Keith’s closed, S-W has only 
five first run downtown houses ac- 
tive. It is likely that all of them 
will attempt the full summer going. 

This week’s array of pictures 
looks promising but it is improbable 
that they will do anything sensa- 
tional because of Philly’s habit of 
departing enmasse for the Jersey 
coast whenever a holiday falls on 
Monday. 

The Mastbaum, with ‘Huddle’ and 
Frankie Richardson heading the 
stage show, will be lucky to get 
$35,000. The Fox also has a po- 
tential winner in ‘Society Girl’ but 
around $14,000 is indicated. 

‘Grand Hotel’ has slipped badly 
at the Chestnut and is likely to go 
out after another two weeks though 
no announcement has been made. 
‘Letty Lynton’ did so well at the 
Stanley that it was held for a 
second week, first film at this house 
to rate a holdover in a couple of 
months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
‘Huddle’ (MG) and stage show. 
Looks promising but holiday exodus 
hurting. Maybe $35,000. Last 
week ‘Tenderfoot’ (WB) and 200 
piece orchestra wound up at $44,- 
000, orchestra getting much credit. 
Pretty good. 


(1,600; 35-60), 
‘On Ap- 


click for 





Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G). Held for second 
week and possibly $12,000. Last 


week a round $18,000, exceilent 





Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Society 
Girl’ (Fex) and stage show. Despite 
draw of Dunn and Tracy. picture 
slow and $14,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Man About Town’ (Fox) 
only $12,600, poor. 

Stanton (1,700: 25-65)—‘Night 
Court’ (M-G). Not so forte, $8,000 
at best. House is changing Tues- 


days now. Last week 
(Par), $9,000. 

Chestnut (1,300: 50-$1.50)—‘Grana 
Hotel’ (M-G). Slipping fast. Last 
week, $16,500. 


‘Sky Bride’ 


——— 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





are worth noting. 


with the full seriousness of his job 


‘ Linge 
asKiIN§ 


to the h.o. 


on a chain store. 


had to be traced by the 
boss was out playing golf. 


at the tenth hole after some hours 


were taken by most of the 


Scenes of actual death are rarely 
from force of habit keep grinding, 
film. 

are 


However, 
shown, 


and fogging the 
Latin nations, -they 
catastrophes. 


the gruesome ending. 


a form letter from Abram Myers, 


Brookhart bill be successful. 


tion of any reprisal. 


at it. 
former 


now look 
Walsh, 


ment stores. 


in a candy factory. 


only to theatres. Everything else is 


ing. 


All newsreels conformed to the Navy department’s request 
Although somé clips had already gone out, these 
were pulled or cut as soon as possible. 


It’s these kind of vicissitudes in chain operation that make swivel] 
chair jobs worth holding by short-sighted executives. 
sterling examples of centralized h.o. 
Each reflects the other. 

In the one instance it concerns a chain theatre outfit. 
had been issued to the men in the field to ban long distance calls ang 
telegrams in the hope of cutting expenses. 


There are two 
operation in actual occurrences that 


Rigid orderg 


A manager taking the order 
as he was instructed, wrote a letter 


for instructions when a fire broke out in the balcony 
of one of the theatres, before he notified the fire department. 

In the other instance, also an actual happening, a cashier skipped out 
The manager of the store being under orders not to do 
anything without the advice of the home office put in a long distance 
call to his big chief 1,00) miles away on what to do. 
phone c 
So the big boy was called in from his game 


The 
being 


b.c., 


located 


however, 


ompany before The 


to be informed about the theft. By 


that time the cashier was too far away. 





Seenes of the accident in San Diego when three sailors were carried 
aloft on lines from the dirigible Akron, showing two of the men falling, 
newsreels, 
public screening is known on the Coast. 
theatre, Los Angeles, for two days after the catastrophe. 
department stepped in and the shots were deleted. 


but only one instance of their 
This was at the Paramount 
Then the Navy 


shown in this country. 
but superstition often 


Cameramen 


makes them 


open up their boxes and pull out the tragedy, exposing it to the light 
in foreign 


countries, 
these 


especially the 
bullfight 


In most cases are 


to delete 





Allied Exhibitors is bringing the maximum pressure of its national 
organization to bear on the Brookhart bill. 


Congressmen are receiving 
former Federal trade commissioner 


and now Allied’s legal advisor, urging passage of the Brookhart measure 
as a means of saving the film industry. 

Brookhart mandate would eliminate booking protection 
declare block booking illegal and permit exhibitors to book pictures in 
such quantity from producers as they chose. 
cuit Court of Appeals under the present laws, among which block books 
ing is defined, would be rendered obsolete, it is pointed out, should the 


and would 


Findings of the U. 8S. Cire 


Hays office, so far, has made no formal attempt to combat the Allied 
campaign for the Brookhart measure and, it is understood, has no inten- 


Exhibiting gets into the blood, just like newspaper work is supposed 
to, and the exhibitors who have sold out, and are now in other lines, are 
all anxious to return to the boxoffice. 
Sol Raives, two former circuit owners and heads of indie organizations, 


That is the way Joe Walsh and 


president of the MPTO of Connecticut, meantime is 
opening a hotel at Fort Trumbull Beach, Conn. 

Sidney Cohen, another exhibitor leader, for several years president of 
the MPTOA, has been gradually getting away from theatres to departe- 
Sol Raives is selling insurance. 
chairman of the TOCC. Even Charles O'Reilly, 
TOCC, is not depending upon picture theatres; he has a large interest 


A few years back he was 
present head of the 





Blue laws are still in force in Pennsylvania, but they appear to apply 


wide open on the Sabbath and draw- 


On Sunday (22) more than 15,000 packed their way into stands of 
the fair grounds at Leighton, town of about 6,000, to witness the auto 


(Continued on page 48) 





Censors in Hungary 
Fear Social Unrest 
In Films from U. S. 


Budapest, May 17. 

‘This background may be a faith- 
ful: reproduction of American life, 
and maybe powerful America may 
permit herself to play with a fire 
that contains the germs of social 
degeneration, but, to our sense of 
morals and good taste, such a thing 
appears not merely strange, but 
downright offensive. 


‘Pictures with similar subjects are 
being presented so frequently of late 
that it appears quite possible that 
the remote purpose of the succes- 
sive presentation of such pictures 
is to lead to the discrediting of ex- 
isting social order and morals.’ 

These are quotations from the 
Hungarian censor’s opinion of the 
American picture, ‘Secrets of a Sec- 
retary.’ 

Concerning an 
edy’: 

‘Possibly the picture of American 
jurisdiction is not exaggerated, but 
such a representation might lead to 
generalizations and although it is in 
entire opposition to Hungarian legal 
proceedings, it is not at all desir- 
able to put it before the public.... 


‘American Trag- 





Earle (2,000; 35-65)—‘Young | 
Bride’ (Radio) and vaude. George | 
Sidney in person. Lucky to get| 
$14,000. Last week ‘Two Seconds’ | 
(FN), second run, $16,000, fair. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)——‘Tenderfoot’ 
(WRB). Moved from Mastbaum and 
under $4,000 forecast. zast week 
‘Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G) dis- 
appointing at $4,200. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Flesh Is 
Weak’ (M-G). Ought to get $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Misleading Lady’ (Par), 








bad with $1,800. 


The subject, most of the scenes, the 
tendency and the manner of acting 
profoundly offend feelings, morals 
and good taste alike, and since the 
picture is also offensive from the 
point of view of the gravity and 
authority of jurisdiction, the com- 
mission has decided against the 
presentation of this picture.’ 

As a matter of fact, the Home 
Office vetoed the censor'’s verdict 
and ‘American Tragedy’ was pre- 


sented in Budapest, but nad a weak 
run. 

‘The Daughter of the Dragon,’ ane 
other Paramount picture, was ree 
fused the censor’s permit because 
....'Many scenes are calculated.... 
to work upon the low instincts of 
the unintelligent masses.’ Parae 
mount presented a revised edition 
of the picture to the censoring com- 
mission, but this was not approved 
either. 

‘Menschen Hinter Gittern’ (the 
German version of ‘Big House’) was 
refused on these grounds: ‘The 
monstrous’ institution in which 
criminals are kept in America.... 
and the masses of criminals, the 
overcrowded jail, the cruel disci- 
pline of the system on one side and 
the very debatable humanity of the 


American correctional system on 
the other (for instance, the cone 
victs smoking cigarets and cone 


versing cheerfully) arouse the most 
mixed feelings in the spectator; 
alarm, protest and strong antipathy 
....-The prison warden’s and the 
jailers’ fulfillment of their duty is 
made to appear in an odious and 
inhuman light....The suggestive 
presentation of the milieu is calcu- 
lated to arouse opposition against 





tasteless, 


order and present social struc- 
Ss 

‘Dreigroschenoper,’ First National 
German version of ‘The Beggar's 
Opera,’ according to the censor, 
again aims at ‘an outrageous and 
|}mendacious presentation of the 
| present ruling social structure. This 
lsatire has....a seditiously destruc- 
ltive anarchical tendency....Ob- 
} 


noxious propaganda .... 
lartless, obscene drama....with the 
' 

| purpose of fostering revolt and up- 


These few verbatim selections 
from the Hungarian censor commit- 
itee’s verdicts may serve to show 
that it isn’t an easy job to cater 
| to the censor who does not refrain 
from pretty severe criticism 0! 


< 


‘American customs and institutio: 


= 
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BOX-OFFICE STRENGTH 
WHEN YOU NEED IT 
MOST! The star they want... in tite show 


they want! Harding in a down- 
to-the-ground drama of a “love di- 
vorce . It searches the secret heart of 
woman! ... a striking revelation 
of a wife who dared to doubt that 
fidelity is everything in life! 














RKO-RADIO is making PICTURES! 


... fine pictures... money shows!... and you 
are getting them now!... This Summer!.. 
RKO-RADIO is not waiting until next sea- 

son to give you powerful attiactions a 

. .» but is delivering them now... - 

one after another... booming 

proofs of Q pledge fulfilled, 

“The Hit List of 1932-33", 


PICTURES 


DAVID O. SELZNICK 


Executive Producer 


ge 
Coming Soon... "King Vidor’ s etlacdat production “BIRD OF 


PARADISE” with Dolores Del Rio and Joel McCrea, “IS MY FACE RED?”” 
the sensation-crammed story of the rise and fall of “Mrs. Poster’s little 
boy Willyum,’’ noted Columnist and heavy lover, with Helen Twelvetrees: 
and Ricardo Cortez; “ROAR OF THE DRAGON” with Richard Dix and ‘ 


Gwili Andre... CONSTANCE BENNETT jn’““WHAT PRICE HOLLYWOOD,’ a 
the best picture she-ever made... | 
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transpires in a nite club from regu- NIGHT COURT 
Sine R : lar hours until after closing. Takes 
a miature eviews in a double-crossing cabaret own- era og aa ane release. Directeg 
’ ” . : r y 7. S. Van Dyke. No star designate 
er’s wife and her sweetie, the Boor | oF. as ane Ler dt gs He 
: + wee ‘ had show's stager; the drink sotted/ 14 Anita fest. Adeted Ee - 
‘Night World’ (U). Familiar, youth (Ayres) and the friendly line | Veilier and Lenore Coffee from the stage 
inept nite-club stuff. Thin, chorus girl (Miss Clarke). Couvert play by pilark Hellinger and Charles 
° a inirx , ar ry “peari 4 7 7 . eahan. *hotogra phe« y Norbert Nodi 
NINA MAE McKINNEY hokey and unimpressive. Its || charge impresario is Karloff. Winds | A¢ the ‘Capitol, New York, May 26 (weex 


‘FOILED AGAIN OR SOULS 
ADRIFT’ 
The Thalians 


Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Universal 

A travesty on the old nickelodeon 
film mellers which makes good com- 
edy for this generation. At the start 
The Thalians,- which is the stock 
name given to these shorts, express 
their thanks to about 15 for 
their participation, including Patsy 
Ruth Miller, Viola Dana, Kenneth 
Harlan and Jack Duffy, who had 
more or less leading parts in 
comedy. 

It’s a solid laugh getter from start 
to finish. 
boat type with a droopy moustache, 
ete., who frequently talks in asides 


actors 


e ° ‘ | 7 
into the camera expressing his feel- Their 


ings and muttering ‘curses, foiled 
again.’ Kenneth Harlan is the hero 
and Viola Dana seemingly the hero-| 
ine. Both delineate in typical ebso- | 
lete meller style with wild gesticula- 
tions, poses and soliloquies. Direc- 
tor inserted a novel touch in keep- 
ing with the atmosphere by flashing 
a black and white title in the middle 
of the running which said: ‘One 
minute please while the reel .is 
changed.’ 

The Thalians is a Hollywood the- 
atrical-social organization of the 
younger screen players. 

U is making a series of these 
Thalians’ shorts. It’s a good idea 
and one which should click solidly 
if produced along the angles of this 
one. 


‘BARNYARD OLYMPICS’ 
Mickey Mouse Cartoon 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Disney 


As good as any of its predecessors 
this Mickey Mouse piece shows the 
usual Disney originality, proving its 
fitness on any program, It’s sure to 
offer recreational diversion for the 
customers. and is presently timely 
because it is an attempt to travesty 
tthe Olympic athletic contests. 

Usual animal gyration and band 
flares with the figures marching or 


for the big cross-country race. 
Mickey has Minnie for his chief 
rooter and a rhino or something as 
a chief rival. But Mickey wins 
after many funny tribulatiotis, as he 
is accidentally tossed over the fin- 
ish line in a freakish manner. Re- 
cording sounds good. 

The kids will love it; adults ditto. 

Shan, 


‘SEEN IN SYRIA’ 
Travelog 

8 Mins. 

Gaiety, N. Y. 


Talking Picture Epics 


A Cook’s Tour of Syria, with its 
ancient mosques, streets, customs 
and ruins, Freeman Lang doing the 
off-screen descriptive stuff. Fairly 
diverting, meriting as filler in sub- 
sequent runs. 

Well strung together, interest is 
held about as well as in the average 
short of this type independently re- 
leased. Char. 


‘SCREEN SNAPSHOTS’ 

Novelty Newsreel 

8 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

A Hollywood benefit for the un- 
employed furnishes this freak news- 
reel with an opportunity to get most 
= its big personalities in one shoot- 
ng. 

Ken Murray’s little ditty on the 
radio, getting cooking recipe mixed 
up with morning setting up ex- 
ercise, is liable to be criticized for 
a risque angle away from Broad- 
way. 

Pat O’Brien, Junior Durkin and 
Lew Cody are shown in their own 
homes. Waly. 





the | 


Villain is of the old show- | 


{hot steps, 


to reveal their skeletons, still danc- 


| ‘Bie, Pie Blackbird’ 
10 Mins. 
| Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 1391 


| . a : : 
| Nothing much in this 
j 


for the] 


'elever colored singer who earned | 
1er screen spurs in ‘Hallelujah. | 
Pacer I 
She opens in the song which gives | 
lthe short its title, singing to two} 
pickaninnies. The prop pie, re-| 

| 
peated on a large scale, opens to 
disclose a noisy jazz band, which 


| plays an arrangement of the same 
number. Piano solo by the l-..uder, 
then the singer doing a Helen Mor- 
|gan on the piano to render ‘I Be- 
long to You.’ The two boys on for 
la terrifically noisy wooden shoe clog, 
but out of place here. 
feet commence to smoke 
smoke obscures the stage and clears 





ing, accompanied by a skeleton or- | 
chestra. 

Much more could have been done 
with this number had the band been 
omitted and the singer permitted to 
feature throughout. She is vastly 
more entertaining than a poor band. 


‘MURDER IN THE PULLMAN’ | 
Van Dine Series 
20 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 1375-1376 


Pretty nearly the plot of a five- 
reeler condensed to two and com- 
pelied to hustle along. Usual for- 
mula of several suspects, with the 
crime placed on the one least sus- 
pected, as usual. In spite £ that, it 
holds the surprise element. 

Man marries a lady of the town. 
She has a boy friend and has been 
playing around with the _ public 
prosecutor. Leaves them flat. On 
the honeymoon trip she is found 
murdered in her stateroom, with 
both of the exes on the train, on 
whoni suspicions naturally falls. The 
crime is deftly laid to the jealous 
husband. Donald Meek receives 
capital support in a fast moving 
playlet. 


‘SIDE SHOW MURDER’ 
Van Dine Series 

20 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone 1385-1386 


Another in the Van Dine stories, 
colorfully concerned with the mur- 
der of a side-show manager who is 
found stabbed in the back. A knife 
thrower with the show is the nat- 
ural suspect, with most of the other 
freaks prospects, but in spite of a 
skillful handling, the author is less 
successful here in preserving the 
mystery than in most of tlre others 
of the series. 

Nevertheless a good 
item, deriving strength from 
side-show locale. 


program 
the 





‘THE PEST’ 
With Al Alt 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Gaiety, N. Y. 
Talking Picture Epics 


The pest, after which this one is 
titled, is about as easy to stand by 
the people he bothers as audiences 
will find it to endure the short itself. 
Cheaply done, the slapstick is remi- 
niscent of as far back as anyone 
ean think. 

I. E. Chadwick is the producer, 
and Al Alt, okay with the proper 
material, the pestiferous individual 
involved. He and the family force 
themselves on neighbors on a Sun- 
day for that old picnic-going stuff, 
with a breakaway auto figuring. 
It’s all meaningless today. Char. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 


level will be the minor houses. 

‘Man About Town’ (Fox). 
Doubtful b.o., although- hold- 
ing such billing names as 
Warner Baxter, Karen Morley 
and Conway Tearle. Mixed up 
plot and will need strong sup- 
port everywhere. Has 
to do gambling, society 
high jinks, diplomatic Wash- 
ington, and tomance, not to 
mention counterfeiting; plenty 
hodge-podge. 

‘Attorney For the Defense’ 


almost 
with 


(Col). Good cast and .direc- 
tion get fair results. Story 
disjointed and can’t bear an- 
alysis. Several good _ court- 
room laughs and punchy se- 
quences save it. 

‘Night Court’ (M-G). Po- 


litical frame-up of women is 
made into a vigorous melo- 
drama, although it comes after 
the New York scandal on the 
subject is largely forgotten. 
Capital acting by a good cast 
of standard names and a sat- 
isfactory release all around, 
with the exception that it is 
overboard on footage, running 
$0 minutes. 

‘Escapade’ (Chesterfield). Of 
insufficient strength and qual- 
ity to rate better than sec- 
ond feature for double billers 
pinched for product. Anthony 
Bushell and Sally Blane share 
top-role honors. 

‘Street of Women’ (WB). 
Slowly paced story in which a 
promising idea is talked to 
death. Just a program picture 
with Kay Francis. 

‘Texas Gun Fighter’ (Tif- 
fany). Ken Maynard and his 
horse, with the latter working 
hard this time. Not quite up 
to his average, but will get 
over with western devotees. 

‘The Silver Lining’ (UA). 
Familiar plot gaining nothing 
new in treatment and handi- 
capped by an effort to force a 
star. Fair programer for the 
second flight. 











NIGHT WORLD 


Universal production and release. Stars 
Lew Ayres with Mae Clarke and soris 
Karloff featured. Hobart Henley directed 
from story by P. J. Wolfson and Allen 
Rivkin, adapted and dialoged by Richard 
Schayer. Dances by Busby Berkeley; spe- 
cial score by Al Newman, interpreted by 
Hal Grayson’s orchestra; camera, Merritt 









Gerstad. At Mayfair, N. Y., week May 26. 
Running time, 60 mins, 
Michael Rand .ccccccccccccccess Lew Ayres 
Ruth Taylor.........+:. ccocose.- Mae Clarke 
‘‘Happy” MacDonald.........Boris Karloff 
Mra. **Mac’’..ccccovce ee++--Dorothy Revier 
Klauss ccbetccéeccs muUseel Hopten 
TOMMY ...cccccccccsccccssssecs: Bert Roach 
Edith Pair....e..- .--Dorothy Peterson 
Clarence ..... Cocccccccscccess Paisley Noon 
Mrs. Rand....cccccceceees+-- Hedda Hopper 
Doorman .....- eccccceccceesClarence Muse 
BG Powell... ccccccccevecccccses George Raft 
Policeman........ Robert Emmett O’Connor 
Familiar nite club pattern. Thin 


and uneventful in the main, running 
one hour flat and, at that, somewhat 
padded with the initial photographic 
angles on one of those camera in- 
terpretations of the dizzy Broadway 
whirl. Sum total is an impression 
that this was‘a twin reeler blown 
up into five. Not grade ‘A’ film fare 
by any means. e 

Picture sub-stars Lew Ayres with 
Mae Clarke and Boris Karloff fea- 
tured. Georgie Raft is in for a bit 
and he'll probably see marquee dis- 
play as wel. There are other sub- 
stantially familiar names, such as 
Dorothy Revier, Russell Hopton and 
Hedda Hopper, not particularly im- 
portant, but could be enlisted for all 
the bull strength possible. 

It’s an episodic exposition. 


~-— 


All 








up in a general shooting with a cop 
(Robert Emmett O'Connor) getting 
the two racketeering gunmen in the 
nick of time and thus saving the 
leading pair for the happy ending. 

It’s a and 
floundering The 
colored floorman (Clarence Muse) 
is injected for an intended heart 
throb which is never realized. Just 
why Ayres has been on a three-day 
bender is spoken about but not 
satisfactorily planted. 


somewhat confused 
cinematic affair. 


There are several inept touches. 
One shows the chorus line seemingly 
talking out loud among themselves 
while in terp formation, something 
that could never happen on any 
cafe floor. But the scenarist has 
seen fit to utilize this medium to 
plant some locale color. 

Studio ~seemingly recognized the 
general shortcomings of the Wolf- 
son-Rivkin story and decided to 
jack it up with formula hokum, 
such as pansy stuff, the ogling sales- 
man, the comedy French couple and 
other nite club hors d’ouvre. Had 
they been a bit 
they could have forgotten about the 
script altogether. 

With such a story none of the 
cast could do very much; ditto for 
Henley’s direction or Berkeley's nite 


club dance _ routines. The latter 
goes in for the now familiar over- 
head photography. Abel. 


ESCAPADE 


Maury M. Cohen-George R. Batcheller 
production and Chesterfield release. Di- 
rected by Richard Thorpe. Co-features 
Sally Blane and Anthony Bushell. Story 
and dialog by E. T. Lowe; camera, M. A. 
Anderson. At Gaiety, N. Y., for week on 


grind, starting May 27. Running time, 63 
mins. 

Phillip Whitney.......-eeed Anthony Bushell 
Kay Whitney..........+++..+-..Sally Blane 
BOMMIO 600 ce-coecvecvscessos Thomas Jackson 
John Whitney.....--e..+408 Jameson Thomas 
Gympy McLane........-..see0% Walter Long 
MUGred ...cccccsccccecss Carmelita Geraghty 
Wally HimeS....cccccccsess Phillips Smalley 
OR.” ik 6-5 06.9:00004000060 00600006004 David Mir 





Double-feature accounts may take 
this one, but at best weak as the 
second feature for such booking. 
Picture has no chance of singling it 
anywhere with results. 


It is a poor selection for the 
Gaiety’s new 50c grind policy on 
Broadway as a solo full length, 


against numerous double billers in 
the section doubling up major prod- 
uet at less money. Loew's New 
York, across Broadway, will have 
no worry from the Gaiety, nor will 
Consolidated’s Eighth avenue string. 
if ‘Escapade’ is a sample of what 
the house intends using. 

Story is loquacious from the be- 
ginning, but for all the action that 
could have been found in the yarn, 
it might just as well be that way. 
It sets out laboriously and tediously, 
in banul dialog and around common- 
place situations, to tell the story of 
a man’s affair with the wife of the 
brother whose life he is trying to 
protect at the same time from a 
vindictive convict. Unreasonable 
from the outset, story remains that 
way to the end, with the dishonored 
brother never knowing of his wife’s 
disloyalty. 

After the main character is re- 
leased from a jail sentence his in- 
fluential prosecutor-brother knows 
nothing about, the action moves into 
the latter’s home and stays there, 
nothing much of note occurring for 
entertainment purposes. Now and 
then Anthony Bushell, as the ex- 
con, goes a little dramatic out of 
line with the situation, apparently 
with the thought Of injecting some 
tenseness into lifeless motivation of 
an inept narrative. 

For the finish Bushell shoots it 
out with his ex-cellmate, both dying. 
For Bushell that removes the stains 
of his past life. 

Sets are simple, with production 
cost plainly down to a aoe 

‘har. 








‘Paths in Palestine’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 





SIR HARRY LAUDER 
*l| Love a Lassie’ 
Songs; 7 Mins. 
Loew’s, N. Y. 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer 


Just as he appears on the stage, 
so Sir Harry Lauder posed before 
the camera. Pearson-Gainsborough 
made this subject in England. 

There is no comedy to relieve two 
songs. An audience in the record- 
ing minimizes the chance for this 
short going over by exaggerating 
the applause. Waly. — 


‘THE UNSHOD MAIDEN’ 
Comedy; 10 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Universal 

What are evidently cut-outs from 
a feature of the 1912 vintage serve 
to get a lot of laughs. 
porter, dubbed in, gets credit by 
using a modern dialog slant on 
old situations. 

Print is slightly blurry in parts. 
otherwise action is generally easy 
wn the eyes. Waly. 


Talking re- 


Fox Movietone 

|; ‘Paths in Palestine’ is probably 
; the most complete grouping of Holy 
Land views yet accomplished. It is 
an interesting educational film doc- 
ument, 

From camels, goats and narrow 
streets this part of the Carpet views 
the Wailing Wall, Mount of Olives 
and parts of Bethlehem. Waly. 


‘HAPPY HUNTING GROUND’ 
Travelog 

|9 Mins. 

| Gaiety, wa ¥. 

Talking Picture Epics 
Effort to offset in an 
| Voice, partly successful, 
| photography of ground 





off-screen 
the poor 
covered in 


| this travelog of Oregon, still leaves | 
| it third-rate as filler, suited largely, | 


|}if at all, for smaller shotguns. 

While some of the action caught, 
| including jumping salmon and the 
antics of a couple cub bears, is in- 
teresting, the quality of the print is 


so poor, everything suffers. Land-} ~. ' " 
iscane. wild animals. sea life. ete.} rich a personality or his pecadillos with women as 
j are also covered. Char. j The ladies will make COMPpAarivsons 


} 
} 


The Woman’s Angle 





‘Man About Town’ (Fox). 
true love in high diplomatic 


elor promise of its star and title. 


‘Night World’ (U). 


oughly familiar. 


‘Street of Women’ (WB). 
lems out of the foolish 
ladies won't care, 


‘Night Court’ (M-G). 


scenes a little too soon rather than 


framing-of-the-innocents story 
is, good entertainment 


bring in the ladies, 


‘Attorney for the Defense’ (Col). 





Tries in vain to make gripping 
misunderstandings of 


fully woven meller from garnering all 
rate 


dependent on 


and production but in paralleling their stories 


—_— 


Blackmail and a stolen treaty thwarting 
circles. 
ambling plot hold mild interest, but fail to live up to the romantic bach- 


Crudéely pretentious dialog and 


The mechanical characterizations, false dialog and 
trite development of this night club-gangster yarn are powerless to in- 
terest the ladies in a background with 


they have become 


which thor- 


heart prob- 


uninteresting people. The 


Too much plot, and its failure to cut its punch | 


a little too late prevents this skill 
the intense femme sympathy its 
s, Needs, too, a b. o. heroine. As 


word-of-mouth recommendation to 


Bests its predecessors in 
fails to hero a 


make its s 
colorful. 


romantically 


to Lowe's and picture's disadvantare. | 


more perspicacious | 


direction | 


now starts on Thursday). 


Running time 
89 mins. ad 7 





DE I ee ae Phillips Holmee 
Judge Moffett. ..ccccccccecss Walter Huston 
Mary Thomas........ Ca8sSedace Anita Page 
lk OS Serre Lewis Stone 
| Elizabeth Osgood.............Mary Carlisle 
| CreWford....<.cece ceseeceees - G@JoNnN Milian 
SEE nn. scsececcsegneseces FOG Herehott 
| Grogan.. CSeeecoecsceseseseoce Tully M a h ll 
ee’ Ss Cos dboscetvocee dere Noel Francis 
] 
| A vigorous melodrama Played 


| vigorously by a uniformly capable 


j;cast of standard screen names It 
| will satisfy fixed clienteles, but in 
it won't establish a 


substantial draw. Ought to hold 
| Srosses at every-day, rgutine aver. 
but unlikely to show a 


su probability 


age, spurt, 
Making it fair product of worthy 
program rating. 

Dramatic material is interesting 


and the story provides suspense and 
sustained interest, but it all lacks 
the punch in treatment that could 
keep a story at concert pitch for 
an hour and a half. Narrative is 
weakened by over-elaboration of 
atmosphere, and when interest does 
grow up to a,peak the direction 
;} allows it to taper off, instead of 
cutting the sequence the instant it 
reaches its maximum pace. 

Introductory footage, for instance, 
runs to extreme lengths, largely to 
plan. an atmospheric background of 
city night court routine, all of it of 
the bleakly sordid nature. Ap- 
parently the makers of the picture 
were beset with divided motives, 
first the desire to create a sturdy 
melodrama, but diverted from that 
purpose by an effort to color it with 
human interest realism in the 
‘Street Scene’ manner. The two ob- 
jectives do not blend well here. 

Detail is always getting into the 
way of vigorous story progress, 
The young wife of a taxicab driver 
has accidentally come into posses- 
sion of incriminating evidence 
against a police court magistrate 
who is under investigation, and the 
judge causes her to be framed by 
having a man planted in her room 
when the police break in. All this 
happens while the husband is away, 
When he returns, the other dwellers 
in the tenement are loath to tell 
him what has become of the wife, 
This sequence is long drawn out, 
and, While it brings up much char- 
acter drawing that is interesting in 
itself, it delays the advancement 
of the tale, which is what the crowd 
is interested in. 

Many sequences go astray in like 
manner, excellently made in theme- 
selves, but fogging the main issue, 
the result beiny a film of 90 minutes 
extent that could have been eco- 
nomically related in not much more 
than an hour. 

Picture has a multitude of tricky 
devices and swift surprises, but the 
footage is not shrewdly cut to make 
them stand out. The director 
chooses to tell everything instead of 
merely giving the suggestion that 
will lead the spectator’s mind on, 
The wife, in one scene, has been 
railroaded to jail without knowing 
why. The equally mystified hus- 
band goes to see her there, and in 
their talk it is revealed to the hus- 
band that the judge has plotted the 
whole thing to prevent the woman 
from exposing him. Instead of cute 
ting the scene on a simple pantoe 
mimic demonstration that the light 
has broken suddenly upor® the man 
and he is swiftly inspired to a pur- 


poseful action, the director makes 
it just an acting scene to force 
upon the audience an effect it 


already fully senses. 

These flaws are nowhere the fault 
of the players, who do extremely 
well by the scenario. Phillips 
Holmes turns in probably the most 
eloquent performance of his career. 
Walter Huston makes a captivating 
heavy as the corrupt judge, a bit of 
acting marked by this player's 
usual resourcefulness, Mary Car- 
lisle does a character which used to 
be known as an ‘adventuress,’ spe- 
cifically the judge’s mistress, playe 
in~ the part with a smooth sime- 
plicity and freedom of acting that 
is altogether’ refreshing. Lewis 
Stone makes a stilted role human, 
and Jean Hersholt does a nice job 
with his mild dialect characteriza- 
tion that fits in here trimly. 

Technical production is 
than first-rate. Setting of a police 
| courtroom is especially good, get- 
| ting the real effect without use of 
exaggeration. Atmosphere is swiftly 
established with general views and 
the camera then goes straichtway 
| to confining itself strictly to the 
| Story points that happen close 
| about the judge’s bench. Tenement 
| house locale is equally graphic and 
{the occasional scenes calling for 
| elegance of background are satisfy- 
ing in an unusual degree, Rush. 


better 





RADIO AFTER ‘BALI’ 


Hollywood, May. 30 


‘Bali,’ travel picture made by 
Harriet Huntingdon, daughter of 
|} the late railroad magnate, is up 


for consideration at Radio. 

Miss Huntingdon turned down a 
$110 060 offer made by Warners two 
months 


j 
| 
' 
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aco, 
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STREET OF WOMEN 


Warner Bros. production and release, fea- 
turing Kay Francis and Roland Young. 


Based on the novel by Polan Banks. 
Adapted by Chas. Kenyon. Screen treat- 
ment by Mary McCall, Jr. Directed by 


Archie Mayo. At the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
for a one-week grind run starting May 26. 
Running time, 59 mins, 

Natalie ceccccccsccccccccccesss may Francis 
Larry cccccocccccvccccese.---Alan Dinehart 
LOIS ..ccocescveccoeceees-Marjorie Gateson 
Tink ccccccccccccccccoscesss ROland Young 
DoriS. cccccccccccccccecceccese Gloria Stuart 
Clarke cccccccscccscvccesess--Allen Vincent 
Mald ..ccccccccccccccscsceses Louise Beavere 
Frances .cccscccesccesecees+-Adrienne Dore 





There seems to be plenty of ma- 
terial for a good story in the pre- 
mise of a sister and brother in love 
with father and daughter, but slow 
and choppy development, poor dia- 


log and a broken continuity hold 
this one to the lower level. It has 


few moments of power, and these 
but fleeting episodes lacking build- 
up and smoothness of development. 
Kay Francis dominates about 90% 
of the footage, but fails to win for 
herself the sympathy which would 
hold the story up. Sexy title may 
help ticket sales, but business will 
not hold up on most runs. Photog- 
raphy adequate, with an occasional 
deft touch; sound good. 


Picture gets off to a slow start 
with an overlong sequence intended 
to plant the idea that Larry Bald- 
win is wrapped up in the new giant 
office building he is erecting in New 
York. Theré is a sudden jump to 
the apartment of his mistress, Na- 
talie, to plant the fact that they are 
very much in love, and then to the 
rooms of Baldwin’s wife to show her 
selfish, social climbing, and his lov- 
ing daughter. With all this labori- 
ously planted in stolid dialog, the 
plot weaves in Natalie's brother 
Clarke, who falls in love with Bald- 
Wwin’s daughter. 

He bounces off to South America 
when ae half-heard conversation 
leads him to believe his education 
has been paid for by Baldwin, but 
comes back, for no explained reason, 
gets in an auto smash with the girl, 
and SBaldwin’s business partner 
finally persuades the wife that she 
is being made a laughing stock, so 
she rushes off to Reno and Baldwin 
is left free to marry Natalie and 
become the brother-in-law of his 
son-in-law. With all the other 
ramifications of this idea. Fortu- 
nately these are not entered into or 
the’ denouement would turm into a 
farce. 


Action moves abruptly from point 
to point without any apparent at- 
tempt at continuity. This utterly 
robs the story of fluency of move- 
ment and often of interest. Char- 
acter drawing is not convincing, 
motives are obscured, and there is 
an almost complete failure to win 
interest. 


Kay Francis, going in for sobby 
emotion, is not as effective as in the 
brilliantly metallic parts in which 
she won recognition. Her playing 
is frequently apathetic and only in- 
frequently appealing. Roland Young 
is almost real in a part which seri- 
ously handicaps him, and Gloria 
Stuart is saddled with a hopelessly 
saccharine role. Marjorie Gateson 
overplays an overdrawn character, 
with Allen Vincent badly handi- 
capped as the headstrong brother. 

‘Street of Women’ looks as though 
it started to get somewhere and 
backed up. 


Attorney for Defense 


Cviumbia production and release, starring 
Edmund Lowe with sub-billing for Evelyn 
Brent and Constance Cummings. Directed 
by Irving Cummins. J. K. McGuiness 
story, adapted and dialogued by Jo Swer- 
ling. Cameraman, Ted Tetzlaff; film editor, 
Gene Havelick; sound, Russell Malgreen; 
Assistant, David Selman. At Paramount, 
N. Y., week of May 27. Running time, 70 
mins. 

DUG 2.500 0006066 vecsce des ene Zee 
Val. Lorraine...coccecssseses-velyn Brent 
Ruth. Barry...........Constance Cummings 
Paul Wallace....ssees+++-.-Donald Diiloway 
Mrs.’ Wallace....+ee.+.+.-Dorothy Peterson 
Nick Quinn.....ccccseseceess- Bradley Page 
Mugg ..... ecccccecpececoocscnat Pendleton 
WROMRCS. «0 5s 500 0cbecespeencect seek Sine 
Paul (as a bOoy)..cccseceese--Dougias Haig 








COWGEE ccccces 606 e66GdS6 060. Wamee Cute 
EE  iweGses cocccsccccccsecs Clarence Muse 
Columbia’s contribution to the 


lawyer cycle is passable program 
entertainment. It may satisfy, but 
it won't stimulate. Well-balanced 
cast is steered through a none-too- 
adroit plot by the practiced direc- 
torial hand of Irving Cummings. 

Essentially the narrative is trite, 
hashed-over, using for its denoue- 
ment a frayed plot device of ex- 
plaining murder as committed by an 
unseen person at the moment the 
drunken juvenile was actually in- 
tent upon performing that deed him- 
self 

In seeking to avoid any slur 
against the legal profession as a 
whole, most of the Hollywood treat- 
ments have been necessarily wishy- 
washy. ‘Defense’ is no exception. 
It presents its central character first 
as a politically ambitious prosecutor 
with an eye cocked toward the gov- 
ernorship. His cleverness 
justice when an innocent man is 
electrocuted through his maste‘ ful 
welding of circumstantial 

Here, of course, was the stuff of 
strong drama, but apart from 
signing the hysterics champ, Dwight 
Frye, to get carried out of the court- 
room, screaming in impotent race, 
no capital was made of this situa- 
tion, which was simply employed to 
bring the innocent man's into 


son 


the story for future implication ina 
murder 10 years later, 

Suddenly becoming an _ idealist 
and crusader as the result of this 
one miscarriage, Burton (Edmund 
Lowe) becomes a defense attorney. 
His main ambition is to jail Nick 
Quinn (Bradley Page), a racketeer. 
Intended to personify a conflict be- 
tween the law and order forces, led 
by the lawyer, and the contrary 
vices, represented. by the hoodlums, 
this aspect of the story packs no! 
conviction because the lawyer and| 
the hood had some bitter words a 
decade before over a well-dressed 
prostie (Evelyn Brent). 

It’s all pretty far-fetched and im- 
probable, but sustained by good di- 
rection and able performances. | 
Among these is Donald Dilloway in} 
one of the best opportunities he has 
had before the camera. Brent as 
the usual tough trollop was of sec- 
ondary importance, although it is as 
fair a role as they get handed out 
today. She worked for Columbia 
previously as a full-fledged star. 

Land. 


MAN ABOUT TOWN 


Fox production and release. 
Warner Paxter; featuring Karen Morley 
and Conrad Tearle. Directed by John 
Francis Dillon from the novel by Denison 
Clift, screen play and dialog by Leon Gor- 
don; camera, James Wong Howe. At the 
toxy, N. Y., week beginning May 27, run- 








Starring 





| 
ning time 73 mins; | 
Stephen Morrow...... eesess Warner Baxter | 
Se ee eee ccossoecceoe- Maren Morley |} 
Bob Ashley....... ecccecsesee- Conway Tearle 
Countess Vonesse...esee....--Leni Stengel 
Count: Vonesse......eeeee-Lawrence Grant 
Ivan Boris..... eocvcccceees- Alan Mowbray 
Carlotta Cortez...cccocecess--Lillian Bond 
SEOs #4 6 0des 68S beso -+»»-Halliwell Hobbes 





‘Man About Town’ is doubtful 
b. o. It’s obvious dialog and matter- 
of-fact handling of accidental hap- 
penings puts the picture beyond 
plausibility as successful entertain- 
ment for the theatre. From the 
studio end, however, the film may 
prove profitable owing to its ap- 
parently low cost of production, It 
is going to need strong support 
from the stage almost everywhere. 
The title is a misnomer and only 
accentuates the film’s weakness. 

That the film had such worth- 
while billing names as Warner 
Baxter, Karen Morley and Conway 
Tearle may help to attract custom- 
ers, but not in a big way. Baxter 
is too formula in his role of com- 
bination society chap, gambler and 
Secret Service operative and Con- 
way Tearle is hardly the forceful 
type here he is supposed to be with 
that broad enunciation he uses in 
speaking. 

Altogether this film represents the 
type which is generally supposed to 
run in with stage show programs 
at the expense of the latter. It’s a 
type whose shortcomings the pic- 
ture biz never seems to have re- 
alized, because stage shows have 
helped to write off its weaknesses 
and build an undeserved profit for 
the studios. 

Film reflects an underestimation 
of public intelligence when this 
picture tries to have the customers 
to believe that the hero, a scion of 
Washingtonian wealth, was forced 
to become a gambling house keeper. 

Worse than this, however, is the 
matter of fact manner in which the 
picture attempts to lead customers 
into believing that such a worldly 
character as a British Ambassador 
to the U. S. would have wed some- 
body else’s forgotten lady. Makes 
the film offiside for those British 
customers anywhere. 

But when both Tearle and Baxter 
are repeatedly forced into explain- 
ing their great fondness for each 
other the result is only to bore. And 
their eventual breakup over a girl 
becomes too obvious to rate.as ac- 
ceptable entertainment. 

Karen Morley is the central love 
interest who breaks up the two pals. 
Like her sister, she also slipped in 
her youth, but in Budapest, and her 
love becomes revived when meeting 
Baxter again, although she prom- 
ised to wed Tearle. Maybe that’s 
complicated, but so is the film plot. 








For a topper, Baxter does ary wad 
sleuthing, catching a counterfeiter | 
on a transatlantic liner. This is an| 
unnecessary sequence. The whole | 
affair of Baxter as an _ operative 
again so soon after he ran a gam- | 
bling joint is totally out of gear | 

Finally to climax the thing and} 
bring the various complications to 
a head, Miss Morley, who proves} 
an adept actress with an appealing 
face and figure, kills her sister's 
former lover to save the girl from | 
blackmail. Here the only logical 
and punch-producing point from an) 
entertainment angle is brought in, | 
but too late to save the picture. | 
That's in the attempt to trace the} 
killer through the lip stains of the | 
girl found on a wine glass. It’s an 
intriguing bit. One other shooting 
occurs when Baxter is popped acci- 
dentally while trying to cover up| 
evidence of the girl’s suilt and then 





defeats | 


evidence. | 


as-| 


shoulders the blame for the first 
| shooting. 
| Recording is okay and the pho- | 
tography rates mention 

Alan Mowbray is too placid as the 


menace and Leni Stengel over- 
emotes, almost to the hammy point 
Miss Morley, however, rates better 


opportunities. 
Considering Tearle’s long absence 
, : . 


j 


ifrom pictures, his comeback er 
‘looks like he should be headed for 
| more work. His voice is clear and 
lhe still looks yvoung and interesting 
Shan, 


A NOUS LA LIBERTE 
(‘Liberty For Us’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

(With Songs) 


Tobis (Epinay) production and Harold 
Auten release in U. 8S. Rene Clair direc- 
tion and scenario; music, George Auric; 
camera, George Raulet; sets, Lazare Meer- 
son; musical direction, Armand Bernoff; 
production supervision, Frank Clifford. At 
the Europa, N. Y., on grind run beginning 


May 17. Running time 95 mins. 

Emile ecececs escccesesss Faenri Marchand 
Louis , soccccccsecccceess raymond Cordy 
Jeanne socccccessccosssesROlla Fran 


Paul Oliver 


PoP eee HEE RET ORE ees 


Paul heesduedavecacebs we ames 
DEM. dacnaduadbo eoeesss Germaine Ausse 
Hea ; i cccccccess- Andre Micha 


—_————— 


This and ‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa) 
were the two biggest European b. 0 
attractions of the past year. Co 
incidence brings them both to New 
York at the same time and they 


take the story from one zoo flash to 
another, without developing plot in-| 
terest. Some of the outdoor scenes} 
are handsomely done, while at other} 
times the photography is pretty ter- 
rible. Twice a 





== 


THE COUNTY FAIR 


. E. Chadwick 


Monogram, 


production distributed 
thr Directed by Louis 
KRirg; story by Roy Fitzroy. At Proctor’s 
‘Sth St., on double feature program, one 


ough 


scene is repeated, lay, Ma) Running time 67 minutes. 
once when a lion is shown and again} Col. Ainsworth............ Hobart Bosworth 
under a tree which is too distinctive fice agp tee vee Maries Se 
not to be remembered. Had the pro-| jimmie Dolan... William Caller, Je 
duction lived up to its possibilities] Curfew .............. paw une a ook Snowflake 
in treatment, dialog and direction.| Lefry.... faa snGevaews dkGs vs Kit Guard 
this might have been an outstander. | Matthews. .... eeapeceees + pt lagen ce 
= : > GOV ..ssccees eeeeeeee rthurt e ett 
'It falls down at all three points. | Tout. se Sicoos te Genie 
Jack Mulhall plays listlessly as! Fisher. ....e.sesseseesesss Edward Ka 
the hero and like the others is ap-| - — 
iy antl i irace . » lines he! 
parently discouraged by the lines he} 4 100¢ action picture with 99 
las to tter. aarobara eens ls . $1 } ¢ Py i 
racetri n an < ‘oOunt air in e 
stolid and Frank Mayo is heavily stor pinay A acl ren gor Gye oe 
|handicapped. About the best per- ee aie " A oe aes, as 
formance is turned in by Everett ns Sn ind the title of the main 
tier a, Same aie Y vornittes| Pace substantiate the release title. 
own, i NegT«( wine l permit 4 +n in . _ 
Step egg Boo , willis sea Theme, although it goes off on 
to e tural, } 
. aie . Ps | numerous tangents and has plenty 
As it reaches the screen it is ar of fault onstruction ‘sn’'t over- 
other example of misplaced onfi- meat : sity earl + bom gre h Bia 
dence in mechanical punch : oe eee nono ae _ 


both fall into pretty much the same | 


b.o. category over here. Neither 
is directly leveled enough to hit 
the money target and both will go 
far over the heads of the average 
picture audience on this side. ‘A 
Nous La Liberte’ will come even 
closer to the ceiling than the Ger- 
man film. 


No doubt left, at the end of the 
film’s showing, that Rene Clair is 
an outstanding film personality. 
Maybe he’s not the world’s great- 
est director, as claimed for him in 
some quarters, but he’s certainly 
one of the most important directors 
developed by talkers. He was 
among the first to delve into the 
sound mediums with any real suc- 
cess, 


‘A Nous La Liberte’ is grand 
satire film. Intellectually it prob- 
ably reaches a new high in film 


fare, although neither satire nor in- 
tellect belong in money films. More 
important is its use of sound. Every 
scene is musically underlined. There 
are but a bare dozen spoken sen- 
tences throughout the film. And 
what there is spoken is so obvious 
as to be immediately understanda- 
ble to anyone in the audience, 
whether knowing French or not. 

Clair, in the only three talkers 
he has made, has shown that he had 
a command of sound of extraordi- 
nary proportions, 

Story, written by Clair as usual, 
is a fantastic mixture of realism 
and romanticism. Two jailbirds at- 
tempt escape and one of them 
makes it. By applying strict meth- 
ods he learned in jail he becomes 
a big phonograph manufacturer. 
Other lad lands in the factory as 
a worker, and falls in love with 
one of the girl employes. Recogni- 
tion follows, then trouble. 
get on the trail of the rich man and 
the girl won't have his friend. Both 
are thrown back on the road, back 
to liberty and freedom. They go 
down the road, as bums, singing 
songs, in a fadeout reminiscent of 
Chaplin’s ‘The Tramp.’ 

That Chaplin touch is seen in 
other places, too, though in a dif- 
ferent way. Chaplin is more opti- 
mistic. He always wants to kick 
the other fellow in the pants. Clair’s 
characters are always in reverse. 

Sets in ‘A Nous La Liberte’ are 
all extra-lavish and must have been 
expensive. 


he spent. As a matter of record he 
was told to stay within 4,000,000 
francs ($160,000), and didn’t spend 
much over that for actual film pro- 
duction. 
to find arty audiences enough to 
get that much back? 

In New York the picture 
probably do very well on strength of 
being put into a sure-seater rather 
than a big Broadway house. Kavuf. 


will 


Hell’s Headquarters 


Weeks Mayfair release, 
featuring Directed by An- 
drew L. Stone from the story and con- 
tinuity by Morton S. Parker. Jules Cron- 
jager. camera; Frank Atkinson, editor; 
Earl N. Crain, sound; Armand Schaeffer. 
supervisor. Cast includes Barbara Weeks, 


production and 
Jack Mulhall. 


PIRI MINDENT TUD 


(‘Piri Knows All’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 





Phoebus Film production and _ release i 
Made in the Hunnia Studios, Budapest. | 
tecorded on Tobis-Klanefilm. Book by | 
Aladar Laszlo, scenario by Andor Zsoldos, | 
lyrics by Andor Szenes, musical bers | 
by Laszlo Angval Directed by ar 
Szekely Productior supervisors r 

| Fodor and Erno G l Ca M a 

| ka, Erzsi Eory Carola Zala El H 

jbay, Gyula Kabos, Martin Ra‘ka Abtal 

a Aladar Sarkadi, Zoltan Makla 

| This is the fourth all-Hungarian | 

| film produced on the schedule of 

|Hunnia Studios. More money was 

spent than in the case of the one} 
. | 

real success so far, which was | 


Polic e | 


Clair doesn’t seem to! 
have cared how much Tobis money | ing wife but a 


j tolls him womenfolk that he is go- 


But where's Tobis going |vention and may not come home 


Frank Mayo, Phillips Smalley, Fred Parker | 


and Everett Brown. At Loew’s New York 
theatre one dar, as half of a double bill 
Running time, 69 mins. 


—_— 





African story with the ‘Trader| 
Horn’ stuff being done in Hollywood) 
and smelling strongly of the zoo,; 


ing. 
lions, hyena, snakes, zebra and in- 
cluding Barbara Weeks’ wrestle! 
with a leopard. In another scene 
Frank Mayo goes to the mat with 
a lion. Both are well photographed 
and do not look fakey, but fail to 
help the story greatly. 
dling might have raised this well! 
out of its class, but poorly writter 
dialog and lack of deftness in direc- 
tion hold it down. Just a programe: 
safest on a double bill, 

Story tells of an adventurer who 
kills a man in Africa when he learns 
the secret of a cache of ivory. He 


igets a former New York fiancee in- 


terested and she backs him in an ex- 


peditior coming to Africa Ivory 
was the joint property of the dead 
man and Ross King. King also seeks 
ithe ivory and when he learns that 
the girl has staked her entire for- 
tune on the venture, shares the 
hoard with her. The villain is killed 
by lions while attempting to escape 

The pla has its good moments 
now and then, but too much reliance 
vas pla i on the animal stuff, t 

tion being written apparently t« 


'though it may fool the less discern- | C4nary contest because the promp- 
Sprinkled with shots of loose ter has been whistling instead of 
ithe canary, 


| Bognar tells Fodor that the lady he 
3etter han-| 


| mother-in-law was at the bottom of 


‘Hippolyte.’ ‘Piri Knows’ cost 120,- 
000 pengoes ($15,000), a sum so 
considerable in this part of the 
world that the best of talent and 
technique is available at that price. 
The new picture is an improvement | 
on former local pictures inasmuch 
as really good femme talent is fea- 
tured, 

Margit Dayka in the title role 
and Erzsi Eory in the second im- 
portant part have at last realized 
the difference between the stage 
and screen acting. The three prin- 
cipal men: Kabos, Ratkai and 
Pager are first-rate, so it is not at 
all the fault of the cast if ‘Piri’ 
doesn’t come up to the same direc- 
tor’s previous picture, ‘Hippolyte.’ 
It’s the story that is wrong. It is 
neither amusing nor smooth-run- 
ning enough and gives the actors 
no chance for comedy. 

Bela Bognar, a provincial barn- 
stormer, and his wife Piri live in 
| great poverty, Szepvolgi, the 
| prompter, is their boarder. Even in 
their private lives these three move 
constantly in a pathetic stage at- 
mosphere, behaving like the roles 
they used to incarnate. They are 
stony-broke and the last drop is the 
landlord’s letter, giving them no- 
tice to quit because they have been 
owing the rent too long. 

There is only one way out: if 
Piri calls on the landlord person- 
jally, she might soften his heart. 
|Bognar is consumed with jealousy, 
| but she startsa@gn her mission. . 
Fodor, the landlord, has a charm- 
nasty mother-in- 
law who attempts to make mischief 
between husband and wife Fodor 














ing to the Canary Breeders’ Con- 


for the night. Mother-in-law, sus- 
picious, sends for a lady detective. 
Piri arrives and is taken for the 
detective. Mamma promises her a 
big reward if she can prove any- 
thing against Fodor. Piri under- 
takes the job. 

The Canary Breeders’ Meeting 
unites a crowd of the funniest peo- 
ple at Budapest's swellest hotel. 
Piri attracts Fodor's attention and 
manages to draw him into a vio- 
lent courtship. She notices with 
horror that her husband and the 
prompter are among the canary 
breeders, Bognar disguised as an 
Arab sheik, and Szepvolgyi dressed 
up as Gandhi. 

Piri promises to have supper with 
Fodor and phones secretly to the 
wife that she can catch her hubby. 
Meanwhile Bognar and Szepvolgyi 
have won the first prize at the 








Bognar follows the landlord and 
Piri te the restaurant, disguised as 
a lieutenant of hussars, and while 
Piri telephones for Fodor’s wife, 





has been paying attention to is not 
a canary breeder but a detective. 
Fodor turnz cool and when his 
wife turns up, she may see that he 
has been true to her and the 


all the mischief. Piri gets her pre- 
mium and pays the rent, so all is 
well. 

The actors had much difficulty in 
putting this story over, even Kabos, 
probably the best comedian on the 
Budapest stage today, had to! 

truggle with the part of Bognar. | 
Margit Davka, who is one of the! 
most popular ingenues, made an 
llent debut on the _ talking 
Eirzi Eory’s voice and 
very well suited for films 
too Two of the musical numbe 


exce 
<creen, act- 
| 


-, sre 


pop ilar 


ad are lw 


ire destined to become 
‘ 


nits, Chances ab 


ito a 


any-sacrifice melodrama 

Stock shots of professional track 
With crowd and lay-out not 
to be found at any small-time coun- 
tryside, speak for economy. Pro- 
duction staff evidenced little or no 
knowledge of track ethics and rou- 


races, 


tine. But action was the sole sub- 
ject, and logic and veracity ob- 
viously were not permitted to 


interefere. 

Excellent sequence, literally pasted 
in since it has as little revelancy to 
the story as the opening flash of a 
itself, was that of a 

In this colored voices 


county fair, 


negro revival 


|} and gestures swayed the production 


sudden stanza of the classics. 


Religious hostler and jockey, both 
colored, was the only excuse for 
this particular divertissement. 
Otherwise, track racketeers who 
delay the winning horse and fea- 


tured in a couple of shootings set 
the story racing. 

Collier, Jr., did the hero role. As 
Dolan, ex-jockey who falls for the 
track waitress, Alice, Collier was 
kept busy getting the horse in and 
out of hock. 

Hobart Bosworth decidedly over- 
played the Kentucky colonel role, 
but this was as much the director's 
fault as his own. 

Ralph Ince did the usual heavy in 
the inside track man part. Horse, 
incidentally, was doped and jogged 
all over the countryside before be- 
ing given the opportunity to win by 
many lengths on a stomach filled 
with carrots. Waly. 


SENTIMENTAL BLOKE 


(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Melbourne, April 19. 


Presented by Efftee Studio. Released 


through Hoyts. Starring Cecil Scott and 
Ray Fisher. Produced by F. W. Thring. 
Current at De Luxe, Melbourne. Running 


time: 65 minutes, 
Undoubtedly the best Australian 
production yet made. That it will 
make money in this country is a 
certainty. The picture is now in its 
third week on a grind policy. For 
the nabes it is a sure boxoffice bet. 
F. W. Thring evidently had local 
consumption only in mind for the 
production. The picture can play 
all over Australia and make money, 
enough to cover the overhead pro- 
duction costs and return a profit. 
Outside Australia the picture can- 
not expect to get anything, with the 
exception possibly of England. The 
talk is purely local and would not 
be understood at all in America. 
Australia knows all the American 
slang through American pictures, 
but the reverse of course is not true. 
Practicaliy every sag ated is ieeat 
and gets belly laughs. In other Eng- 
lish speaking countries the same 
gags would only get a vacant stare. 
The simple story tells of the 
love of a roughneck for a girl. Story 
is from a book of poems by C. J. 
Dennis and a best seller over here 


for many years. The Carrolls made 
a silent version years ago and 
cleaned up. ‘The acting is good; 


photography * rilliant, and sound up 
to standard. Gorrick. 


ny 


MONSTER WALKS 


Like production and Action pictures re- 
jease starring Rex Lease. Directed by 
Frank Strayer; story and adaptation by 
Robert Ellis; supervised by Clif! Brough- 
ton. Cast includes Vera Reynolds, Shel- 
don Lewis, Mischa Auer, Martha Mattox, 
Sidney Bracey, Sleep N. Eat. Jules Crone 


jager, camera; Byron Robinson, editor; 
Geo. Hutchins, recording; Vernon Keays, 
asst. dir. At Loew's New York thetare 


one day, May 24, as half of a double bill. 
Running time 57 mins. 


Strictly pattern mystery story 
which does not appear to stand 
much chance as a solo until it gets 
down toward the end of the list. 
Not badly done, but lacking utterly 
in novelty until the close, when the 
wise ones are surprised to find that 
the murderer is not the supposed 
paralytic. That’s the one deft 
touch. The rest is the usual parade 
of solemn faces, stealthy walks, 
meaning glances and sudden 
screams, with a half-hearted at- 
tempt to inject comedy through 


the use of a negro chaffeur. Suf- 
fers both from poor dialog and 
trite development. Photography 
fair. Sound so-so, 

The monster i supposed to be 
ar ape used bY a physician tor 
study Doctor has just died and 
this daughter inherits his estate. 
He é 1 paralytic, plans her 
death, that he may get the estate, 
: rough his natural son, 

eeper, The boy kills 
(Continued on page 25) 
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Theatre Advertising as Indi- 
cated from Various Cities 
On Week Days 








GRAND 
HOTEL 


| 
The Sensation of our Generation: 
Greta GARBO - John BARRYMORE 
Joan CRAWFORD - Wallace BEERY 
Lionel BARRYMORE” lane 
Dirsned by Bdeennd Goulding trom Vicki Boum's Ploy 


ASTOR THEATRE «==>. 


$1.0 
TODAY at B-6-B:BO — Mats. (exc. Set.) $0 to 
THREE Tite Desy 2:30-0:50— Four Shows Set. 2:$0-6:00-8:50 & Mideie q 

















IN OUR LIMERICK CONTEST 


To Participate in this contest attend the 
Newman this Week 


veeeeeeRead Plan Carefully......4 
Whea attending the Newman you will receive a card at 
the door, which carries a Four-Line Unfinished Limerick. 
i ome tare Se Se % GS Se Se eee en oem 
and deposit card in Lobby Box. From these eagds the 
Judges will make their award and the contestant so selected 
will receive a Willys-Overland Car. Award of Judges final 
and no Limericks returned. ., So simple even a schoo! child 
may win—you do rict have to be an expert writer—use 
plain language. ‘Each week during the contest the winner 
of the contest will be announced from our stage on Friday 
night at 9:00 ~ m. Stub retained by person submitting 
the Limerick: judged the best MUST BE IN THEATRE 
either held by original holder or a representative. 


FIRST CAR WILL BE AWARDED FRIDAY 
NIGHT MAY 27TH, AT 9:00 P.M. 


For farther particulars call the- 
NEWMAN Theatre 
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SEATTLE 3 DAYS! 
417) we 18} 19 
AMD REPUBLICAN 
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TITANTIC SCORE 
1 iP 4- NEW 
FOREIGN 
PREMIER FEATURES 
PeniOeMts THIS 
ECOM ALL YEAR 


Tole) 
DANCING 
GIRLS 


Say me 
HESHOM WORTH TRAVELING MILES | ACRES - 
SUPER CIRCUS | TENTS 





WEW YORE 


WINTER GARDEN 4% 


Broadwoy & 50th St. 
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4 ee * see 
emai oy: / 
F : Little Caesar 

“Cor superior , &- Starr—Los Angeles Baxprest 


A ROBINSON 


i» the tat Net’! Picture directed by Merews Lerov 


“Two Seconds’ 
| 3°cit- 
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JEXPLOITATION + + + 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Plan for Fall 


This is the time to prepare for the 
always popular flower shows, which 
help out in the fall. Of course, a 
show can be promoted as late asa 
week before flowering time, but you 
can make it an all-summer stunt by 
announcing it now and urging gar- 
deners to make a special effort to 
grow whatever the popular fall 
flower may be in your section. 

This gives an excuse for special 
talks on flower cultivation at the 
matinees, tie-ins with the florists 
who have bulbs to sell, a hook-up 
with the local garden club, if there 
is one, or the formation of one if 
none exists, and one theatre last 
year had a local florist make weekly 
tours of inspection of registered 
gardens to watch the plants and 
suggest sprays, fertilizer or what- 
ever the plants seemed to need. 

He was glad to do this in return 
for the advertising he received and 
the occasional sale of material, and 
the home gardener was given a 
weekly reminder of the _ theatre 
through these visits. 


Kickback 


Exhibitor had the bright idea of 
advertising ‘The Wet Parade’ with 
an imitation of a bootlegger’s cir- 
cular quoting prices on standard 
brands. It was authentic looking, 
for it was copied from one he re- 
cently had received, with the the- 
atre imprint where the legger’s 
mame had appeared in the original 
and the usual telephone number. 
Second and third pages of the 
folder told about the picture. 

He thought he would get a laugh 
that would be passed along to the 
house, and probably he did. He 
also got about a dozen orders, over 
the phone, and a visit from a fed, 
who had been tipped off anony- 
mously that the theatre was sell- 
ing. Hasn’t got it figured out yet 
whether or not the idea was good. 


Got It Free 
Ideal-Arena theatre, 
picture theatre in New York, 
wanted to advertise its cooling 
Plant, but was not willing to pay 
the cost of printing if it could be 

helped. 

It contacted the juice joint next 
door which paid the cost of a flash 
card with the advertisement of the 
drink On one side and an ad for the 
cooling plant on the other. This 
was mailed out to the -ogular list 
with the weekly program and the 
balance of the cards distributed 
through the neighborhood and in 
the house. 

Stand picked up enough business 
to feel well satisfied, and the house 
got its announcement over gratis. 


Barred the Window 

Up in Westchester a bookstore 
clerk applied exploitation to the 
name of Warden Lawes’ new book. 
Strips of black paper on the window 
gave the suggestion of iron bars, 
and handcuffs and similar hardware 
were distributed about the space, 
with the books in between. 

Getting to the point where the 
stores are coming to the theatre 
with hookup suggestions instead of 
waiting to be approached, and ex- 
ploitation works as well for mer- 
chandise as it does for theatre 
tickets. 





pop priced 





Paraded Pets 


Astoria, Ore. 

With the Liberty doing a daily 
change, Edgar Hart has had to drop 
specific exploitation, but he man- 
ages to keep the theatre name in the 
newspapers. Recently the town held 
a pets and costume parade on a 
Saturday to draw the shoppers in, 
and Hart entered his Mickey Mouse 
club to represent Rotary, being 
chairman of that division. He saw 
to it that the Mickeys made a good 
showing. 

He also used the Mouse club for a 
minstrel show, giving a perform- 
ance in the morning at the club 
meeting and repeating between film 
shows both afternoon and evening. 

For the recent music week he had 
a daily change of soloists, all local 
singers, who drew better than im- 
ported artists could have done. 


On ‘Radio Patrol’ 
Salt Lake City. 

R-K-Orpheum advance exploiting 
‘Radio Patrol,’ capitalizing on police 
dept, publicity and present installa- 
tion of radio system. KYDL in- 
stalled complete radio transmitter 
in lobby. Uniformed copper sits at 
board shouting calls to be heard 
from dummy speaker in p. d. car 
parked in front. 








Free Iceboxes 


Philadelphia. 
Stanley-Warner has a tieup with 
Leonard refrigerators to give 110 
free boxes to the patrons of the 
Warner theatres. There are 57 local 
houses, 20 in suburban points and 

28 in other spots in that section. 
Contest was iaunched with a full 





|out by 


three columns on the theatrical ad 
page, and is being carried along 
both by the manufacturers and the 
theatres. 
construction, and the 


theatres are 


looked to as the simplest way to get | 


the advertising over. 


With less than one box to a house, | 
and 


presumed that those who try 
don’t win will buy one of this in- 
stead of some other make. 





Horseshoes 
Cleveland. 

Addie Addison, of Loew's, thought 
he pulled a smart one when he pro- 
moted a sidewalk western rodeo for 
a Tom Mix picture. Understanding 
was that the local riding troupe 
would be satisfied with the publicity 
they got. 

After it was over, however, rodeo’s 
head guy came around with a bill 
for $85. 

‘What’s that for?’ squawked Ad- 
dison. 

‘That’s for the horseshoes 
our gee-gees making 
mile trek daily back to camp,’ 
swiftied the bill collector. ‘Do ya 
think we carry them on our backs?’ 


Rose Contest 
Cleveland. 

Store-window exhibition of roses, 
put across by M. A. Malaney as tie- 
up for ‘Letty Lynton,’ drew unusual 
results as a novel display and con- 
tent. Show of roses, contributed by 
local growers, included 24 varieties 
and many new ones. 


worn 
a 34- 


volume of re- 
simplicity 


brought surprising 
sponses considering 
stunt. 


Starts Own Tab 
Denver. 

Unable to always get the kind of 
co-operation from ‘tthe dailies he de- 
sired for his exploitation stunts, 
Harry Huffman has started an eight- 
page tabloid, the Denver Mirror, to 
be published every two weeks, and 
with a large circulation of 35,000 it 
enables him to cover throughly every 
section of the city he desires. Sev- 
eral contests, in which prizes are 
tickets and money, are used. He 
pays $1 for every mistake found in 
films by fans, sent in and published. 
The first 25 correct solutions to a 
cross-word puzzle each win a pair 
of tickets. 

The first number of the publica- 
tion announces a popularity contest, 
at the end of which 26 winners will 
spend a week at Estes Park, at no 
cost. Votes are to be given with 
each ticket; 10 will be sent by the 
Aladdin, five each by the Rialto and 
Tabor, and three each by the Blue- 
bird and Bide-a-wee. 

Huffman is starting two Mickey 
Mouse clubs—one at the Aladdin, 
uptown; and at the Tabor, down- 
town. Several merchants are co- 
operating and he expects a large 
membership. 

Thirty display ads are carried in 
the first issue. 

Main shortcoming of first issue is 
lack of typographical preparation 
that would make it a snappy looker. 

Steve Brodie is editor and pub- 
lisher. 


— 





French §.8. Hookups 
Paris. 

French steamship lines are very 
anxious to tie up with film com- 
panies whenever any possible pub- 
licity results. A new Haik produc- 
tion, Starring Max Dearly, titled 
‘Coup de Roulis’ (‘Tossed by 
Waves’), resulted in the huge en- 
trance hall of the Olympia, Paris, 
being turned into one continuous 
display advertising the French Line, 
in exchange for which the line is to 
provide Haik with a certain amount 
of transportation facilities, 


Kids’ 5c Mats 


Denver. 
If you have lots of dandelions in 
your neighborhood, and want to run 
5c matinees on Saturday for chil- 





with their parents by doing what 
Joe Dekker of the Granada theatre 
did. He announced he would admit 


for 5c and 25 dandelions. So many 
were turned in, Joe had to call the 
city scavenger. 

The week before that he had an 
‘air-mail’ matinee, when all children 
were admitted for 5c and a cancelled 
air-mail stamp. 


Beer Bally 


Des Moines. 
H. R. Sheridan, manager, Des 
his exploitation of ‘Scarface.’ All 
it took was an old truck loaded to 
capacity with empty beer barrels 
driving through town and bearing 
the sign: ‘Hi-Jackers, Beware! 
“Scarface” is in Town. Now Show- 
ing Des Moines Theatre.’ 
At minimum cost the town did a 
lot of talking about the ‘good old 
sight,’ and ‘Scarface’ played to ex- 





cellent business all week. 


Ice box has a new idea in | 








Fat Femmes Free 





Seattle, May 30. 
Vic Gauntlett, ad mgr. here 


for Fox-WC, put on an ex- 
ploitation stunt for the per- 
sonal appearance of Trixie 
Friganza, current at the 5th 
Ave. Consisted of admitting 


fat women free. 

They were lined up in front 
of the house at a mat show 
and weighed. Had to tip the 
scale at 175 pounds or over for 
free passage, and a gong was 
rung when the ducat-snatcher 
made the weight. 

The fat ones ran true to 
their rep, taking it all with a 
laugh. 











July Xmas 
It’s been done before, but it is 
going to be revived again this year. 
Manager is planning a Xmas tree 


ing to have a real tree with colored 
lights and everything. Might not 
be enough for an inducement 


who have to hang around. 


Tree will be displayed oun the 
| Marquee a week in advance, and 
| figured to draw a little business 
| through that, because of the nov- 
| elty. Same manager had crackers 
' 


and fireworks last Christmas, which 
was more of a novelty in the snow 
country than it would be down 
south. 





‘Leading Theatre’ 
Birmingham. 

One of the things that Rollin K. 
Stonebrook brought with him when 
he took over the management of the 
Alabama was a new way to answer 
the telephone. Callers are greeted 
with the salutation, ‘Good afternoon, 
Birmingham’s leading theatre.’ 

It’s a mouthful to have to turn 
out, but worth it in advertising 
value. 





Yo-Yo Tourney 


Birmingham. 





for July ?. Figures that .a lot of 
people go out of town over the 
Fourth and start out Saturday 
which hurts three days’ business. 
He has promoted about $100 worth 
of gifts from merchants and is zo- 


At Mobile the two papers are 
sponsoring a yo-yo tournament, giv- 
ing it plenty of publicity. Saenger 
theatre gets some of this publicity 
by displaying the prizes in the 
lobby. 








Theatre tickets given to those 
identifying all of them. Contest | 
entry cards, passed out in lobby, 


of | 


dren, you might as well get in good} 


a youngster to his Saturday matinee} 


Moines, set the town talking with} 





BEHIND 


the KEYS ] 





Akron, O. 

Allen, pioneer Akron house, lo- 
cated in the heart of the downtown 
district, has inaugurated admission 
for children at all times at a nickel 
and adult admission, any seat any 
time, a dime. Allen T. Simmons, 
owner of station WADC owns the 
house. 





Youngstown, O. 

Between $400-$500 was stolen 
from the safe at the Dome theatre, 
downtown house. Believed the 
money was t.ken by someone who 
knew the combination of the safe, 
as there was no evidence it was 
forced open. 





Hawarden, Ia. 
Charles Schoeneman is managing 
the Tivoli, which he has purchased. 





Montgomery. 
Tommie McConnell, who started 
as an usher at Paramount two years 
ago, has assumed management of 
the Strand, succeeding Jimmie Pep- 
per, who goes to a Kincey-Wilby 
theatre in North Carolina, 


Ida Grove, Ia. 
King theatre, destroyed by fire 
following spontaneous combustion 
explosion, will be rebuilt, says Man- 
ager Harry Gray, who estimates ex- 
penditurcs will amount to $25,000. 


New Britain, Conn. 

Warner Bros. will take possession 
of Embassy to protect their second 
mortgage of $50,000 and investments 
for more than that sum. First mort- 
gage recently foreclosed against 
Dzicek & Davenson, owners. War- 
ner lease of theatre runs for several 
years. Theatre now dark. 








Revere, Mass. 
Creseent Gardens theatre, for 17 
years a playhouse at this resort city, 
has been remodeled and reopened as 
the Boulevard cinema, operated by 
Interstate Theatre Corp., which has 
21 other New England theatres. Ed- 
ward Ansin is president and E. 
Harold Stoneman treasurer. Shelton 
Doane is manager of the new Boule- 

vard, which plays double features. 





Glen Cove, L. I. 
Fred DuVon new manager of the 
Glen theatre. 





Kansas City. 

Wayne Dailard, who recently went 
with the Publix-Dubinsky circuit as 
publicity director, has been ap- 
pointed city manager for Kansas 
City. In addition to the general su- 
pervision of the four houses here he 
will also handle the publicity for the 
| Newman and Liberty, the two first- 
|run theatres of the local string. 








Denver. 
| Harry Huffman is extending mat- 
|inees an hour longer at the Aladdin 
and Rialto, first runs, and Tabor, 
second run. 

Fire did $2,000 damage to the 
Comet. Blaze started on one side of 
projection room and destroyed the 
| balcony. Projection room undam- 
aged. No one in theatre when fire 
started. 

Pictures will be shown for the 
Colorado Chautauqua at Boulder by 
the Sound Equipment company of 
Denver. Runs most of the summer. 

Cc. W. Sebern, an oldtime Denve! 
exhib, but out of the business for 





several years, has leased the Audi-,| 


|torium theatre at Limon, Col. 
Geo. Luce has closed the Aladdin 
at Minatore, Neb. 


The Broadmoor hotel theatre at 
Colo. Springs has closed. 

B. H. Snider has darkened the 
Princess at Crested Butte, Colo. 


San Francisco. 

Several weeks of negotiations be- 
tween California Theatres Associa- 
tion and local Janitors’ Union were 
concluded when latter voted a the- 
atre wage scale slash from $6 to $5 
a day. Theatre men, through the 
association's secretary, Thomas D. 
Van Osten, had asked for a reduc- 
tion to $4.50 daily, but accepted the 
union offer. 


Chicago, May 30. 

RKO State-Lake theatre tied up 
with the Chicago police department 
in exploiting ‘Radio Patrol” New 
squad car, with its many new inno- 
vations creating a strong flash, car- 
ried banners with name of theatre, 
picture and date. 


Los Angeles. 

Fox-West Coast’s suit to recover 
theatre properties in Santa Barbara 
that it alleges were illegally dis- 
posed of by California Theatre Co. 
comes to trial in October in Superior 
court, 

After gaining control of the com- 
pany by foreclosure, Fox found its 
holdings were largely stock in other 
theatre corporations. 


Ida Grove, Ia. 
King theatre here recently des- 
troyed by fire, will be rebuilt, ac- 
cording to manager Harry Gray. 
House will have new seats, draper- 
ies, projection machines, acoustic 
devices, a rebuilt lobby and foyer 
in the modern mode; in all, ap- 

proximately $25,000 will be spent. 


Seattle. 

Frank Newman, Sr., northwest 
supervisor for Fox-WC, will per- 
sonally handle Seattle in addition to 
division bossing. Ted Gamble, who 
has been managing Rialto, Portiand, 
is district manager for Portland, 
Astoria, and Vancouver, Wash., un- 
der the new plan. Terry McDaniel, 
former manager of Fox-Spokane, is 
district manager for Spokane, Yak- 
ima, Wenatchee, and Pendleton, 
Ore., houses. 

Louis Christ, formerly manager 
for Pantages houses in Twin Cities, 
joins F-WC to manage district com- 
prising Bellingham, Bremerton, 
Olympia and Tacoma. Jack Retlaw, 
one-time assistant F-WC manager, 
lately manager of Medford, Ore., 
houses, is new district manager for 
Medford, Eugene and Corvallis. 
Robert S. Frost, former N. W. mer., 
goes to L. A. District managers te 
come to Seattle twice monthly for 
‘conference with Newman. 





Los Angeles. 
Dave Davidson new manager at 
| Fox-West Coast's Inglewood. 
Charles Jones at the Uptown re- 
| placing Ralph McGowan, resigned. 
Fred Rappaport at the Westwood 
| Village theatre succeeds Jones, 





| Cleveland. 

| For Ohio tour of ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
four Loew assistants have been sent 
out on road as company managers 


Frank C. Crow from Loew's Allen 
going to Wheeling, W. Va.: Henry 
Lee from Stillman to Altoona, Pa.; 
George Horworth from Ohio to 
Lima, O.: Joseph Standish from Al! 
| hambra to Peoria. Ill. 

George Stevens and T. Gardner 


(Continued on page 39%) 


to | 
stay in town but may catch people | 


| 





Spreading Out 


For several months the Fox press 
books have carried on the front page 
a sales analysis under the heading 
‘I'd sell it this way.’ Stuff suggests 


the work of a practical exhibitor 
rather than a press agent, and 
proved so popular that the heading 
is now carried over to the exploita- 
tion page to stress the fact that this 
is prepared by the same practical 
hand. 

It is a distinct getaway from the 
old-fashioned collection of remem- 
bered stunts, put in whether they 
belong, merely to fill space. The 
Stunts may not all fit any particu- 
lar house, but any house can find 
some suggestions that do fit. Get- 
ting to be a far cry from the old 
‘borrow a stage coach’ days. 


Beauty and the B. 0. 
Minneapolis. 

One of the first tie-ups between 
a theatre and a beauty shop on a 
fashion show was put over here for 
the Minnesota by Harold Kaplan, 
Cliff Gill and Don Alexander with- 
out any expense to the show house. 
Myndall Cain, leading local beauty 
shop operator, staged the show on 
the theatre's mezzanine, furnishing 
15 living models and 38 wax models 
to illustrate the hairdress now be- 
ing worn at Monte Carlo, Paris and 
New York, and advertising the ex- 
hibition extensively in the news- 
papers. More than $15,000 of beauty 


nas 





service coupons also were dis- 
tributed to patrons gratis. 
Beautiful models promenaded 


around the theatre lobby in colored 
wigs, fantastic pajamas and elabo- 
rate evening gowns. The display, 
advertised as ‘Midsummer Fashions 
in Loveliness,’ was valued at more 
than $5,000. In addition to the large 
display newspaper ads prepared by 
the Minnesota theatre publicity 
staff and paid for by Miss Cain, the 
show was boosted by word-of-mouth 
plugging by the operators in her 
beauty shop and also by cards there. 


Ringing the Change 

One house is taking an encore on 
last summer’s gag because it 
worked so well then. House is lo- 
cated in a section where most of 
the women folk go on a long vaca- 
tion and the wage earner takes 
what he can get. 

Starting in the middle of June 
last year the house flashed a slide 
following each night showing of the 
feature, which read: ‘When did you 
write your wife? Stationery in the 
foyer and we'll mail the letter for 
you.” Paper was specially printed 
up with the heading, ‘Dear friend 
wife, I have been visiting the Gaiety 
theatre watching a good show and 
I was reminded to drop you a line.’ 
Copy stopped there with plenty of 
room for a real letter below. 

One week there were also sheets 
which required only check marks 
to form a more or less complete let- 
ter. That made an unusual hit. 
Just a gag, but it got over. 








Object Lesson 


Thermometers in the lobby are 
not always wise, but a good hot 
weather display can be made with 
a compoboard flat showing two sim- 
ilar thermometers. Une shows 2 
fixed temperature of 70 while the 
other is cut out along the c nter of 
the tube. Back of this is a slot in 
which runs a red tape censiderably 
broader than the opening. A weight 
at the lower end keeps it down. A 
stout wire is run through the upper 
end and to this is attached a fine 
cord, which does not show against 
the black of the slot. _ 

This is hooked to a peg on the 
rim of a slow geared wheel oper- 
ated by a motor, the placement of 
the peg being such that the tape 
moves from around 40 to 90 degrees. 

Text tells that ‘outdoors you are 
liable to all variations of tempera- 
ture, but in the auditorium it is al- 
ways the same. The on place you 
may be certain of being always 
comfortably cool.’ 

The bore of the thermometer 
tubes should be of a size sufficient 
to permit the movement to be plain- 
ly- seen from the sidewalk. 





Cold Water 


Where space permits, there is no 
more valuable an adjunct to a sum- 
mer lobby than a waterfall. It does 
not have to be very large, but it is 
essential that the water drop into 
a basin with a cooling splash. 

One theatre has used this for 
three seasons with excellent results, 
finding that the return betters the 
cost, though this house is in a town 
with metered service and it uses the 


same water over again, With an 
electric pump. 
The display is only about three 
{ vide, set into one corner of the 
lobby.’ In essence it consists of a 
triangular tank with a three-foot 
t and about a foot in depth. Two 
tbove the top of this tank is @& 
(Continued on page 62) ~~ 
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TWO NEW NAMES' 


) | Some pictures need stars to make 
SHE Comes throug h them great. Others are great enough | 
= to make stars... and “Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm” is one of them. 












An evet-young theme of young love 
...that doesn’t hit below the belt for 
its entertainment. 







Humorous, happy, wholesome... . for 


the whole family. 
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Based on play by Kate Douglas 
Wiggin and Charlotte Thompson 
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Eastern Pans’ Shock E. Dubinsky; 


No S. A., and Goes for Chain Boys Too 








+ 
| 
Ed Dubinsky, western showman, PUBLIX HOLDING ON T0 
has reached what he thinks is one 
possible solution to the industry’s | GREAT STATES GROUP 
ills. It follows a trip to New York 
and is that there isn’t enough sex P. 7 
appeal among exhibitors and Mman- | ae | 
—s Barnev Balaban last week 
Dubinsky says he got the shock | squashed a report that the Great 
of his life at the Joe Unger dinner States group, Publix Illinois subsid 
at the Astor. The boys lack what circuit, would be turned back to the 
it takes for the femmes, thinks the Rubens brothers this coming month. 
Kansas exhib. Chain men are jit was widely rumored locally that 
pretty muggy looking, too, in Du- | Publix would not meet its monthly 
binsky’s opinion. $113,000 maturity obligation on 
Dubinsky’s thought is that out | ain 1. 


where he comes from picture fans 
would be scared out of the theatres 
by some of the guys who run them 
in the east. Pleasant personalities | 
with s.a. would go a long way with | 
better pictures to solve the theatre 
problem, he suggests. 

Dubinsky, a partner of Publix in 


his territory, isn’t taking the de- | 
pression too seriously. He's try- 


ing to smile through it, observing 
that many things can be done that 
aren't being done, including that 
smooth appearanco for operators 
and managers. 
No Duals in K. C. 

- Instrumental with his flock of 
brothers (nobody ever has had the 
accurate count) in seeking theatre 
reforms in and around Kansas City, 
the most important arrangement 
effected out there is that of elim- 
inating all double featuring from 
that key. Dubinsky is of the be- 
lief that dual bills have done more 
harm of recent years than any 
other factor. 

The Dubinskys have long been 
operating in the middle west. They 
built their chain up from the old 
dramatic stocks days of 20 years 
ago, and, says Dubinsky, they’ve 
been largely successful in opera- 
tion through keeping faith with 
their public. Having no particular 
kicks now, although it’s getting 
hot in K. C., Dubinsky holds to 
the theory that theatres that were 
properly setup prior to the depres- 
sion do not have so much to worry 
about now. The circuits, having 
gone wild on building, investments, 


rents, invasion, ete., have. only 
themselves to blame now. 

An important item to all the- 
atre owners is reduction in rents. 


Regarding leasing of store space 
in his theatre buildings. ‘It’s wiser 
to take what you can get than to 
drive people into receivership and 
out of business,’ he opines, adding 
‘and if all landlords looked at 
things that way, show business 
would be greatly helped.’ 

‘But don’t forget that sex ap- 
peal is important,’ he murmured. 


651 Extras Daily 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Work for extras has kept only an 
average of 506 to 600 busy the last 
couple of weeks. Daily average last 








|indie producers. 





week of 651 was a slight improve- 
ment, although the number of fea- 
tures working dropped from 32 
to 28. 

Groups on individual sets have 
been small. Largest single mob 
working last week consisted of 144 
people at the president’s ball for 
“Washington Whirlpool’ at Metro, 
Tuesday. 





In making the denial, Balaban 
stated that the May 31 obligation 
had been paid more than a month 
ago, on April 26, and that this 
month would see the payment, also 
in advance, of the maturity due by 
July 1, 





Indie Recorder Of WE, 
| 
Turns Producers Bootleg | 
ror: Tee | 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Balsley & Phillips, indie sound 
recorders, have dropped their West- 
ern Electric franchise and have 
gone bootleg. Monogram Produc- 
tions and George Weeks’ switch 
from WE to bootleg with the sound 
company, taking 62 features away 
from ERPL 
Change is to eliminate the $500 
per reel license fee. Metropolitan 
studios and Universal now have the 
only WE channels available for 





Iscorporations 





New York 
Albany, N. Y., May 30. 

Berren Amusement Corp., Albany; 
theatrical business; $5,000. 

Grand Guignol Preductions, Inc., Man- | 
hattan; theatrical business; 200 shares | 
no par. j 

A. Management, Inc., Kings; the- | 
atrical; $1,000. 

Essex County Theatre, Inc., Hudson; | 
theatrical; 200 shares no par. 

iamce Pictures, Inc., New York; 


picture business; 100 shares no par. 
Vv. T. Amusement Corp., Queens; the- 
atrical; 200 shares no par. 


All Rights Pictures, Inc., New York; 
picture business; $20,000. 
N Amusement Co., Inc,, Haver- 


straw; theatrical business; 200, shares no 


par. 

Exhibiters Screen Service, Inc., New 
York; picture business; $1,000. 

Monarch Exchange, Inc., New York 
County; produce and develop pictures; 
90 shares no par. 

Garden Pictures, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical, all kinds; $1,000. 


iselers, Inc., Brooklyn; theatrical 
enterprises; $25,000. 
Morcury Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 


picture business; 100 shares no par. 
Broome Stagers, Inc., Manhattan; the- 

atrical; 250 shares no par. 
Wellantic Amusement Corp., 

realty, theatrical; $1,000. 
Payment, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical; 


$2,000. 

M Film Distribu‘ine Corp., New 
York; picture business; 10 shares no par. 

and Smiih, In-., New York; 

theatrical business; $5,000. 
} fe Pictures, Imc., Manhattan; 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 

Saks Theatrical Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical: 100 shares no par. 

Whitmar Theatre Corp., 


Kings; 


Manhattan; 


theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

2349 Seventh Avenue Corn., Manhat- 
tan; realty, theatrical; $20,000. 

Armory Amusement Corp., Brooklyn; 


theatrical, amusements; $5,000. 
Statement and Designation 


MacCallum, Inme., 927 Market 
Wilmington, Del.; theatrical; New 


street, 
York 





Croy’s ‘Paris’ Characters 
In Two-Reel Travelogs 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Homer Croy is writing his ‘They 
Viad to See Paris’ characters into 
stories of other foreign spots. Ob- 
-oect is a series of two-reelers to be 
produced next fall by Ben Holmes 
and Lee Jason under the title, ‘Ship 
Ahoy.’ 

Series will be made 
tour, with Holmes 
Wilfred Cline at the 
lease unsettled. 


a world 
directing and 
camera. Re- 


on 


Big 4’s 24 Features 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Big Four’s program for the new 
season totals 24 features, of which 
18 will be produced by Burton King. 

King’s quota calls for 12 westerns 
and six melodramas. Buzz Barton 
and Bob Custer will feature in six 
nag operas apiece. 

John R. Freuler, Big Four presi- 
dent, is expected here in three 


weeks to select the producer for the | 


remaining six pictures. 


office, 1775 Broadway, New York City: 
Edward A. Taylor, secretary and treas- 
urer; 250 shares—-100 preferred and 150 
common no par, 
Change of Capital 
Paramount Publix Corp.: 4.000.000 


shares no par value changed to $406,000,- 
000, 





| 


Film Diplomacy 





Hollywood, May 30. 

Threatened trouble with the 
Italian government over Para- 
mount’s ‘Farewell to Arms’ is 
all over. Matter has been 
|} smoothed out by Italian of- 
j ficials in Washington. 

Italy objected to the making 
of the picture with the Italian 
retreat from the Aus- 
in the book. Latter 
created a storm of criticism 
published in the native 
Officials sought to 
outburst. 
but 


army in 
trians as 
when 
language. 
prevent a second 
will stay in 
pedaled, 


FOX-HEARST NO. 
] WITH MAY'S 
SCOOPS 


For the second month in a row 
Fox-Hearst leads ‘Variety’s’ month- 
ly chart of scoops culled from show- 
ings of the four major newsreels 
at the Embassy and Translux thea- 
tres. 

During May l°-H went way ahead 
with 13 scoops, Paramount is sec- 
ond with five while Pathe and Uni- 
versal follow with four and two, re- 
spectively. 

This chart will not classify as a 
scoop any clip, no matter how spec- 
tacular, which is a misrepresenta- 
tion or strictly a phoney. For that 
reason a reel which ordinarily would 
be credited with a scoop in the Lind- 


Retreat be 


soft 














Stock 


Mar ket F 





(Continued from page 7) 


the two Paramount liens. 
6’s at one time were down to 15% 
and the newer 5’s slipped to 13 flat. 
This despite the formal declaration 
that June interest money on both 
issues was at hand in the bank. 
Deep seated trouble in the business 
seems to look further ahead than 
the next interest day, however. 





slump came with the first sale in 
months of the new RKO debentures 
with stock attached. Last quoted 
around 90, the security came out on 
the tape Friday at 51, a perpendic- 


|}ular drep between sales of 39 points. | 


Trade involved only $2,000. It 
|not surprising that some weakened 
account might have been foreed to 
take a low price on a forced sale, 
but the ominous circumstance was 
that there was no bid available for 
the long neglected issue nearer than 
39 points away from the last previ- 
ous trade. 

RCA’s Position 
implied indifference of 
}toward the debentures is striking 
| The big radio corporation under- 
|wrote practically the entire issué 
land presumably still holds it. Nor- 
|mally it would be 
| strategy for RCA to give the market 
}some support, since there is 
enough of the security in outside 
hands to make much of a problem 
of absorbing it all. The logic of the 
situation seems to be that even if 
RCA doesn’t want to go further into 
an unsatisfactory commitment, per- 
mitting it to go begging in the open 
market doesn’t make its position 
any the more comfortable. 

The other RKO paper followed 
suit, common going to a new low at 
15g, where it stood at the Saturday 
close, old Keith preferred, down 3 to 
a new cellar at 7, and the Orpheum 
preferred at 5. Bid at the Saturday 
close for the latter was 3%. 

The Warner common finally broke 
through the even dollar on Saturday 
with a considerable amount of stock 


The 


seem to good 





bergh case is not getting that cred- 
it in this count. 

Outstanding scoop of the month, 
as well as one of the most unusual 
coverages in the history of news- 
reels, is Universal’s story on the‘ 
bombing of Japanese officials. 

All of the reels concede that the 
cream of their releases is represent- 
ed in the weekly programs at 
Broadway's two all-newsreel thea- 
tres. 

The chart: 

Fox-Hearst 
Davis Cup Washington. 
Von Hindenburg casting ballot. 
Retirement of West Point's head. 
Close-up of England's King and 
Queen. 

Details of Doumer assassination. 

National wet demonstration. 

Capone’s arrival in Atlanta. 

Lou Reicher’s flight and return. 

yaston Means. ' 

Robert Short funeral in China. 

Senator Sheppard on prohibition. 

President Lebrun and family. 

Marshal Chang interview. 

Paramount 

British aviator flying blind. 

Wales dedicating Avon theatre. 

First views of Massie jury and 
witnesses. 

Socialist convention. 

No Byrd trip. 

Pathe 

Rep. Crisp recommending Massie 
pardons, 

Testing gun velocity in Va. 

Interior of Walker-Seabury court- 
room. 

Amelia Earhart data, 

Universal 
Two killed in Chicago plane crash. 
Bombing of Japanese officials. 





FUTTER’S FEATURE 
Hollywood, May 30. 





New Jersey 
Incorporations 


Newark, May 386. 


California 


Sacramento, May 30 

Pasadena Civic Orchestra Ass’n, Coun 
ty of Los Angeles. No capital stock 
Josephine P. Everett, Madeleine B. Goss, 
Edward CC. Harwood, George K. Hooper, 
George T. Judd. 

Eastland Theatres, Inc., County of J.os 
Angeles, Capital stock $10,000, 
subscribed. H. M. Popkin, Frances Pop 
kin, Jack Berman, Jean Berman. 

Standard Talking Fi'm Service, Coun. 
ty of Los Angeles. Capital stock $25,- 
600, none subscribed. Eska Wilson, 
Orpha Wilson, Alfred J. Smallberg. 


Hollywood Feature Syndicate, Ine., 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$25,000. none subscribed. T. W. Fien- 
nery, James Shen, Harry Allen. 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City. May 306. 





Menrici-Wheeler Amusement Co., Tulsa: 


capital $16,000. Incorporators, Herbert 
Henrici, Richard Wheeler and Walter I. 
Kimmel, all of Tulsa. 

= 


motion picture studios, Jersey City; $106,- 
600. Incorporators, Esther Mange}, 
Joseph Rosthal, Sarah Goldstein. 

Playland Center, amusement enter 
prises, Newark; $590,000 Touis Piltz, | 
Ruth Kemper, Charles B. Johnson 


none | 


Walter A. Futter, who produces 
| the Travelaughs with John P.. Med- 
| bury spieling, will branch into the 


| feature field, using material now | 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Corp., | being taken in the Philippines for 


the shorter’ series, Tentatively 
titled ‘Jewels of Mahuluy.’ Dramatic 
| part will be dubbed and cut in here. 


His camera outfit in the Far East 


meanwhile will move to Hong Kong | 
and Japan to get additional footage | 


for the Medbury shorts. 


= 
| §. F. HOUSE’S 3-ALARM FIRE 


San Francisco, 
Goldberg's 


Market 


May 30. 
downtown 
street grind 
three 
(25). 


loft, 


Aaron 
kigyptian, 
| house, the scene of a 
|alarm fire Wednesday night 

It originated in the organ 


was 


Samuels for Nat’l Screen 
Hollywood, May 30. 
Lem Samuels has arrived 
from New York to become technical 
head of National Screen Service. 
Samuels operated his own service 
/ prior to coming west. 





here | 


changing hands at 873% cents. This 


over-the-counter issue of the Roxy 
theatre which already is in receiver- 
ship. Radio Corp. itself broke 





MULTICOLOR RECEIVER 


\ 





Hollywood, May 30. 
Attempt to reopen Howard 
| Hughes’ Multicolor plant on a co- 
operative basis is being made by 
Walter Durst, the receiver. Durst 
is trying to land work for the plant 
to be done by a crew who would 
receive their pay if and when. 

He claims a number of Multi- 
color’s former employees are willing 
to work on the basis of Multicolor 
taking out what it thinks reason- 
able, with the workers whacking up 
what's left. 

Next move is to get the develop- 
ing and color work. 


Fitzgerald’s Flip Shorts 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Dallas Fitzgerald will shortly put 
into production for the independent 
market a series of two-reelers called 
“‘Wise-Cracking Giris.’ 
Frank Gay is doing the stories on 
the first two. They will be about a 








The old 


A spectacular detail of the general | 


was} 


RCA|! 


not} 


price is below the quoted bid for the, 


WANTS CREW ON CO-OP 


through in the general collapse of 
prices Friday, following the action 
of the General Electric board in vot. 
ing a quarterly payment of 10 centg 
instead of the usual rate of 25 cents, 
‘GL’ promptly broke below 10 for a 
loss of nearly 4 points and regained 
less than 1 point on the late rebouna, 





| Saturday morning the market opened 
(on a sale of 10,000 Gen. Electric at 
'a new low till then and that trade 
contributed to the demoralization 
|} of the early trading of that session, 
Westinghouse, which during the last 
;}fortnight of nervous markets had 
|} been the admiration of ticker on. 
|servers, gave up the battle It 
slipped badly Friday, going ih 
its bottom of the early vear at 19% 


and hung up a new depression mark 
of 185% before a late rally carriea 
it back within a fraction of 20. 
Gen. Electric was mentioned as 
the probable source of the RKO re- 
financing last fall and the mutual 
weakness of RCA, RKO and General 
| Electric seemed to trace back to 
{some common ailment in their mar- 
, ket position. Total sales of the big 
j}electric reached the impressive fig- 
ure of nearly 200,000 shares, most of 
) it in the last two days of the week, 


; following the new dividend rate an- 
|; nhouncement. 
| The week's budget of news af- 


|fecting the amusements was not es- 
| pecially surprising, unfavorable as 
;it was. M-G-M published its in- 
| come statement for the 28 weeks to 
| March 12, showing greatly reduced 
jnet. Fox followed with income re- 
| port for the first 13 wecks of 1822, 
| romsatiens a net loss of $1.372,941, not 
a hopeful picture considering that 
the period normally marks the peak 
profit of the calendar year. 

M-G-M, which, of course, is 
wholly owned by Loew, reported net 
profit of $1,910.807 for the half year, 
compared to $3,562,439 for the same 
period of 1930-31, or profits prac- 
tically cut in half. Federal tax, 
which often is an accurate index, 
was $260,500 against $482,100. Aec- 
counting shows gross profit of $5,- 
| 267,676 and operating expenses of 
$3.203,370, compared with $7,004,382 
and $3,441,582; no striking econo- 
mies indicated here. ‘Other income’ 
for the last report appears at $207,- 
| 072 against $454,743 for the previous 
| term, 





| 

|} Fox statement for’ the first 1932 
|quarter, which came out over the 
week-end, showed the record more 


fully. Gross income was $18,589,000 
|; VS. $24,099,000. Company received 
ino dividends from investments for 
ithe period contrasted with $405.675 
realized in the previous year's like 
quarter. Among charges was $714,- 
500 for settlement of contracts 
made in prior years. Economies in 
operation are reflected in expenses 
for this year of $11,724,000 against 
$14,250,986 in 1931, 

An unusual angle came up during 
the week in the sale at auction by 
William Fox of 50,000 shares of 
Grandeur, Inc., and 108,000 shares of 
Fox Film A, for a consideration of 
$300,000 for the Grandeur lot and 
$150,000 for the Fox A. These secur- 
ities were the collateral backing of 
a. note for $2,300,000 given to Mr. 
Fox by General Theatres Equipment 
in April, 1930, in part payment for 
his controlling interest in Fox Films, 
represented by 151,000 shares of Fox 
Film B stock. Note was long over- 
due. 

A spokesman for General Thea- 
tres declared that the buyer of the 
stock at auction was a representa- 
tive of Fox. Price represents about 
1%. Stock exchange price ended 
the week at 1%. Transaction in any 
event registers a loss by Fox of the 





Waitress anda hatcheck girl. difference between $2,300,000 and 
— — $450,000 or $1,850,000, 
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Hollywood Production 


Week of May 30 


or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


(Pictures now filming, 
by studios. Symbols 
S—Star.) 

COLUMBIA 

‘War Correspondent’ 

(starting) 


D—Paul Sloan 
A—Ray Schrock 
Jo Swerling 
S—Jack Holt 
taliph Graves 


*‘The Murder Express’ 
(starting) 


D—Ben Stolofft 


(Bryan Foy prod) 
Adler 
Frank Bower 
Isadore Bernstein 


John Hartley Seid 
S—None 
Nat Pendleton 


‘Murder of the Night 
Club Lady’ 


(starting June 6) 


D—Irving Cumemings 


A—Anthony Abbott 
Harlan Thompson 
Keene Thompson 
Robert Riskin 
Norman Krasna 

S—Adolphe Menjou 

PARMOUR 


‘Vanishing Frontier’ 


(starting next week) 
D—Phil Rosen 
A—John Miles 
S—John Mack Brown 

FOX 
‘Burnt Offering’ 
(6th week) 
D—Frank Lloyd 
A—Harry Harvey 
S—Elissa Landi 


Melvyn Douglas 
Alexander Kirkland 
Warner Oland 
Eva Dennison 
Earle Foxe 
Donald Crisp 
‘The First Year’ 
(4th week) 
D—William K. Howard 
A-—Frank Craven 
Lynn Starling 
c—James Howe 
S—Janet Gaynor 
Charles Farrell 
Robert McWade 
Dudley Digges 
Maude Eburne 
George Meeker 
Edna Vokel 
‘After the Rain’ 
(starting) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Alfred O. Kennedy 
S—Spencer Tracy 
Peggy Shannon 
METRO 
‘Washington Whirlpool’ 


(ith week) 
D—Charles Brabin 


A—Henry Bernstein 


John Meehan 
Samvel Blythe 
C—Ray Toland 
S—Lionel BRarrymore 
Karen Morley 
Willlam Collier, Sr. 
Diane Sinclair 
Reginald Barlow 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
William Morris 
Rafaela Ottiano 
Oscar Apfel 
Berton Churchill 
Henry Kolker 
E. Alwyn Warren 
James Durkin 
Charles Hill Nailes 
Wilfred Noy 
Charles Coleman 
‘Speak Easily’ 
(4th week) 
D—Edward Sedgwick 
C—Ray Binger 
S—Buster Keaton 
Jimmy Durante 
DeWitt Jennings 
Laurence Grant 
Joe Sancro 
Hedda Hopper 
Sidney Toler 
Henry Armetta 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(2rd week) 
D—Edgar Selwyn 
A—Faith Baldwin 
Eleanor Harris 
Cc. Gardner Sullivan 
C—Bill Daniels 
S—Maureen O'Sullivan 
Warren William 
Norman Foster 
Helen Coburn 
Gregory Ratoft 
‘Without Shame’ 
(Srd week) 
D—Harry Beaumont 
A—Bayard Veiller 
C—Norbert Brodin 
S—Helen Twelvetrees 
Gertrude Michael 
Louis Stone 
Robert Young 
John Miljan 
Jean Hersholt 
Monroe Owsley 
Diane Sinclair 
MONOGRAM 
Untitled 
(starting) 
D—Robert Bradbury 
S—Bob Steele 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Love Me Tonight’ 


(ith week) 
D—Rouben Mamoulian 
A—Leopold Marchand 

Paul Armont 
Waldemar Young 
Samuel Hoffenstein 
George Marion, Jr 
C—Victor Milner 
S—Maurice Chevalier 
Jeanette MacDonald 


Charlie Ruggles 
Charles E. Butterworth 
Myrna I.oy 


Blanche Frederici 
C. Aubrey Smith 
Elizabeth Patterson 
Ethel Griffies 
Joseph Cawthorne 
Robert Greig 
Ethel Wales 
‘The Challenger’ 

(6th week) 
D—Stephen Roberts 
A—GUrover Jones 


Wm. Slavens McNutt 


C—Harry fischbeck 


S—George Bancroft 
Charles Starrett 
Wynne Gibson 
James Gleasor 


are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman, 
Morgan Wallace C—Olie Marsh 

John Wayne S—Jozen Crawford 

Wm. Halligan Walter Huston 

James Crane William Gargan 

Frank Darien sen Hendricks, Jr, 

Joyce Compton Guy Kibbee : 

Billy Butts Mrs. Jules Gleanzer 


Charles Grapewin 
‘Madame Racketeer’ 
(6th week) 
D—Harry Wagstaff Gribble 

Alexander Hall 
A—Malcomn Stuart Boylan 
Harry Harris Gates 

C—Henry Sharp 
S—None 
Alison Skipworth 
Richard Bennett 
George Raft 
Gertrude Messinger 
Robert McWade 
Evalyn Knapp 
John Breeden 
Arthur Hoyt 
Anne Chandler 
J. Farrell MacDonald 
‘The Man from Yesterday’ 
(6th week) 
B—Berthold Viertel 
A—Oliver H. P. Garrett 
© tay June 
S—Claudette 
Clive Brook 
Andy Devine 
Charles Boyer 
Allan Mowbray 
Boyd Irwin 
Donald Stuart 
Christian Rub 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(6th week) 
D—Eddie Cline 
A—Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Henry Myers 
Nick Barrows 
C—Arthur Todd 
S—Jack Oakie 
W. C. Fields 
Ben Turpin 
Susan Fleming 
Andy Clyde 
Lyda Roberti 
Hugh Herbert 
George Barbier 
Billy Gilbert 
Hank Mann 
Irving Bacon 
Geneva Mitchell 
Nadine Dore 
Gwenn Zetter 


‘Half a Hero’ 
(6th week) 


D—William Beaudine 
A—Harry Leon Wilson 
George S. Kaufman 
Mare Connelly 
Sam Mintz 
Arthur Kober 
Walter DeLeon 
Lex Neal 
C—Allen Seigler 
S—Stuart Erwin 
Ben Turpin 
Oscar Apfel 
Ruth Donnelly 
Joan Blondell 
Zasu Pitts 
Charles Sellon 
Florence Roberts 
Helen Jerome Eddy 
Arthur Hoyt 
Dink Templeton 
Sam Hardy 
‘Devil and the Deep’ . 
(4th week) 
D—Marion Gering 
A—Benn W. Levy 
Harry Hervey 
c—Charles Lang 
S—Tallulah Bankhead 
Gary Cooper 
Charles Laughton 
Dorothy Cristy 
Cary Grant 
Paul Porcasi . 
Juliette Compton 
Arthur Hoyt 
Henry Kolker 
PATHE 
‘Indecent’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Albert Ray 
(Allied Pictures) 
A—Gustav Flaubert 
Frances Hyland 
C—Harry Newman 
Tom Gallagen 


Colbert 





S—None 
H. B. Warner 
Lila Lee 


Beryl Mercer 
Joyce Compton 
Ivan Lebedeff 
— Robards 
Eddie Nugent 
Kathleen Williams 
Frances Rich 
Lysle Talbot 
Richard Carlyle 
Untitled 
(starting) 
D—George Melford 
(Allied Pictures) 
A—Donald Lee 
S—Hoot Gibson 
RADIO 
‘Kong’ 

(8th week) 
D—Merian C. Cooper 
A—Edgar Wallace 

Merian C, Cooper 
James A. Creelman 
C—Eddie Linden 
S—None 
Fay Wray 
‘The Most Dangerous Game’ 
(3rd week) 
D--Ernest B. Schoedsack 
Irving Pichel 
A—Richard Connell 
James Creelman 
C—Henry Gerrard 
S—None 
Joel McCrea 
Leslie Banks 
Fay Wray 
TIFFANY 
‘Man Called Back’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Robert Florey 
A—Albert Shelby Levine 

Robert Presnell 
(—Henry Sharp 
Conrad Nagel 
UNITED ARTISTS 
‘Rain’ 

(3rd week» 

D—Lewis Milestone 
(Jos. Schenck prod.) 

4—Somerset Maugham 
Join Colton 
Maxwell Anderson 


UNIVERSAL 
‘Kings Up’ 
(3rd week) 
—Kurt Neuman 
A—Jack Natteford 
Tom J. Crizer 
S—Tom Mix 
horse, Tony 
Finis Barton 
Noel Francis 
Mickey Rooney 
Wallace Clark 
Paul Hurst 
Alan Hale 
Stuart Holmes 
Jim Thorpe 
‘Jungle Mystery’ (Serial) 
(2nd week) 
D—Ray Taylor 


S—None 
Creighton Chaney 
mah Beery, Jr. 


WARNER-FN 
*Tiger Shark’ 
(6th week) 
D—Howard Hawks 
A—Houston Branch 
Wells Root 
C—Tony Gaudio 
S—Edward G. Robinson 
Richard Arlen 
Zita Johann 
J. Carroll Naish 
Henry Armetta 
Vince Barnett 
Leila Bennett 
William Ricciardi 
‘Children of Pleasure’ 
(5th week) 
D—William Dieterle 
A—Larry Barratto 
Earl Baldwin 
C—Ernest Hallor 
S—Ruth Chatterton 
George Brent 
Paul Cavanagh 
Hardie Albright 
Barbara Leonard 
Leis Wilson 
Ivan Simpson 
Edith Kingdon 
Helen Vinson 
Henry Kolker 
Virginia Hammond 
Leonard Carey 
Joe North 
Grover Legion 


‘Cabin in the Cotton’ 
(4th week) 


D—Michael Curtiz 
A—Harry Harrison Kroll 
Paul Green 
C—Barney McGill 
S—Richard Barthelmess 
Bette Davis 
Dorothy Jordan 
Henry B. Walthall 
Tully Marshall 
Clarence Muse 
Berton Churchill 
Edmund Breese 
Willard Robertson 
Harry Cording 
William LeMaire 
Erville Alderson 
Charles Middleton 
Snow Flake 
Russell Simpson 
Dorothy Peterson 
Walter Percival 
Virginia Hammond 
Florine McKinney 
‘One Way Passage’ 
(4th week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Robert Lord 
Joseph Jackson 
Wilson Mizner 
C—Robert Kurrle 
S—Kay Francis 
William Powell 
Warren Hymer 
Frank McHugh 
Aline MacMahon P 
Douglas Gerrard 
Herbert Mundin 
Frederick Burton 
‘Two Against the World’ 
(Srd week) 
D—Archie Mayo 
A—Marion Dix 
Jerry Horwin 
Sheridan Gibney 
C—Charles Rosher 
S—Constance Bennett 
Neil Hamilton 
Helen Vinson 
Allan Vincent 
Gavin Gordon 
Ethel Griffies 
Clara Blandick 
Alan Mowbray 
Oscar Apfel 
Eulalie Jensen 
Louise Carter 
Walter Walker 
Patricia Ellis 
Hale Hamilton 
Harold Entwistle 
Harold Nelson 
‘Ride Him Cowboy’ 
(2nd week) 
D-——Fred Alien 
A—Kenneth Perkins 
Scott Mason 
C—Ted McCord 
S—John Wayne 
horse, Duke 
Ruth Hall 
Harry Gribbon 





Otis Harlan 
Frank Hagney 
Tully Marshall 
Henry B. Walthall 
‘Revolt’ 
(2nd week) 
1) -William Dieterle 
\ Niven Busch 
Erwin Gelsey 


Dougias Fairbanks, Jr 
S—Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Ann Dvorak 
Preston Foster 
Virginia Bruce 
David Landau 
Sheila Terry 
Betty Gillette 
Arnoid Korff 
Valter Waike 
Maurice Blac 
Ivan I inow 
Mischa Auer 
Fran Reiche 
Helena Phillipe 
Herman Binge 
Reginald Barlow 
fol"n Als leg 


Studio Placements 


Snub Pollard, Bobby 
‘Half a Hero,’ Paramount. 
Jill Esmond, ‘Thirteen Women,’ 
Radio. George Archainbaud will 
take the meg instead of E. H. Grif- 


Vernon, 


| fith. 





ing femme, but so far it’s only a 
title. 

‘Dance of the Millions,’ imagi- 
native treatment of scientific mar- 
vels, is also an idea. Fulton Ours- 
ler, director-general of Macfadden’ 
magazines will write it in New 
| York 

‘Okay America’ is to be a musical 
if and when, and ‘That's My Boy,') 
football original by Francis Wallace, 
jare the others Norman Krasna is;}> 
lon the football story. 


Virginia Hammond, Florine Mc- 
Kinney, ‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ War- 
ners. 


Una Merkel, ‘They Call It Sin,’ 
Warners. 

Hale Hamilton, Harold Entwistle, 
Harold Nelson, ‘Two Against 


World,’ Warners. 
Mischa Auer, Frank Reicher, Hel- 
ena Phillips, Herman. Bing, Regi- 
nald Barlow, ‘Revolt,’ Warners. 
David Landau, ‘Silver Dollar,’ 
Warners. 


Eric Linden, chain gang story to 





the 
| 


be directed by Rowland Brown, Ra- | 
dio. 

Henry Wales scripting ‘Mistress | 
of Moscow,’ Radio. 

Jane Murfin adaptation ‘Little 
Orphan Annie,’ Radio. 

Howard Estabrook on = ‘Sweep- 
ings,’ Radio. 


Willis Goldbeck scripting ‘Bill of 
Divorcemcnts,’ Radio. 

Horace Jackson adapting ‘Animal 
Kingdom,’ Radio. 


Ben Markson on script of ‘De- 
portéd,’ Radio. 
J. Walter Rubin to direct ‘Phan- 


tom of Crestwood,’ Radio. 
Henry B. Walthall, Harry Grib- 


bon, Otis Harlan, Frank Hagney, 
Russell Simpson (for Tully Mar- 
shall), ‘Ride Him Cowboy,’ War- 
ners. 

Morgan Wallace, John Wayne, 
William Halligan, James Crane, 


Frank Darien, Joyce Compton, Billy 
Butts, Charles Grapewin, John Beck, 
‘The Challenger,’ Paramount. 


Evalyn K-_app, Jokn Breeden, 
‘The Sporting Widow,’ Paramount. 


Charles Sellon, Florence Roberts, 
Helen Jerome Eddy, Arthur Hoyt, 
Dink Templeton, Sam Harris, Oscar 


Apfel, ‘Make Me a Star,’ Para- 
mount. 

Charles Boyer, Allan Mowbray, 
3oyd Irwin, Donald Stuart, Chris- 
tian Rub, ‘The Man From Yester- 
day,’ Paramount. 


Geneva Mitchell, Nadine Dore, 
Gwenn Zetter, Andy Clyde, Lyda 
Roberti, Hugh Herbert, George Bar- 
bier, Billy Gilbert, Hank Mann, 
Irving Bacon, ‘Million Dollar Legs,’ 
Paramount. 

Cary Grant, Paul Porcasi, Juliette 
Compton, Arthur Hoyt, Henry 
Kolker, ‘Devil and the Deep,’ Para- 
mount. 

Harry Langdon, Edgar ‘Blueboy’ 
Connor, ‘Trojan,’ Al Jolson’s picture 
for Joseph M. Schenck. 

Robert Armstrong, ‘The Most 
Dangerous Game,’ Radio, and an 
untitled chain gang story. 

Gregory Ratoff, ‘Thirteen Women,’ 
Radio. 

Laurence Olivier, Anita Louise, 
‘Bill of Divorcement,’ Radio. 





Writers’ Opportunity 


(Continued from page 3) 
rather than authors, or men hired 
more for their expert knowledge of 
screen requirements and treatment 
than for originality of ideas. 

Not more than 10 writers on the 
west coast today, according to 
authorities in Hollywood as weil as 
in New York, are getting over 
$2,500 per week in salary. The 
average writer of proven ability on 
a studio staff receives $500 a week. 
Young writers given an opportunity 
to develop in the studio atmosphere 
start at $50 and $75. . 

The steering system is held up 
as excellent to established as well 
as young writers. Man¥ of the 
prominent literary names submit 
ideas as originals which have been 
used time and again on the screen. 
This, it is claimed, is largely be- 
cause they don’t know pictures. 
By advising the big name boy dur- 
ing his writing many familiar 
angles can be eliminated, it is 
claimed. In regard to the younger 
writer who presents a smart idea 
the steering is held up as an edu- 
cation. 





Col’s Nebulous Plots 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Stories based on an airplane host- 
and on a woman stunt double 
among a group of five picture 
ideas which Columbia is preparing 
or hoping to do: 

‘Air Hostess,’ the first, is an orig- 
inal by Dota Macy. It will be seri- 
alized in three installments in 
‘True Story’ magazine starting in 
August. ‘The Double’ 


ess 


are 





is the other | 


story, based on a Hollywood stunt- | 





—= 


Indies Refuse Soundmen's New Wage 


Scale; Demand Camera Concessions 





Hollywood 








| 
| 


+ Cinemas 


Hollywood, May 30. 


Indspendent Motion Picture Pro- 


|} ducers association, mostly compris- 


(Cc tinued fro: age 6 ; . : : +8 
ontinued from pa ») |}ing members financed by Phil Gold- 
Tarzan type picture Monte Kat-/ stone have formally refused to 
terjohn adapting and dialoging. oe : r 
ea aa recognize the new wage scale and 
Fithian Doubling | regulations recently announced by 
* niversal’s Hays office man, Ted/ the sound technicians’ union of the 
Fithian, doing a treatment of ‘Flight [ATSE 
Commander’ besides his censor du-| °***"* 
ties, | Simultaneously the group asks 
heciaadenig = 
; jfor a new salary deal from the 
Metro Likes Coburn “m 
Helen Coburn is being ineasured | Cameramen’s union whereby | their 
for a star buildup by Metro. Legit | photographers on a week-to-week 
import is now in ‘Skyscraper Souls’ | ; i ‘ , 
. “hi “ ’ 5 i 2 é B Ss ré 
with ‘China Seas’ next. j basis w paid the same rate 
— jas allowed major studio photog- 
4 Howards Head East |raphers on a six-month contract. 
Sidney Howard waited a week for |They also ask sanction for one 
. einem: er . . . 
= be yy eer yi ogy and then|camera crew on a set instead of 
starte ving back east. ae : 
arted Griving DaCcK east two, and permission to allow first 
Wants His Fee } cameramen to film stills on western 
Edward Brand, attorney, is suing | Pictures : he ee : 
Eddie Shafer, insurance agent, for | Charge Discrimination 
$150. Money is allegedly due for} Throwing the gauntlet down to the 
: “ : > a oe } ‘ : 8 
getting Shafer out of jail on an al-|soundmen was a ‘proclamation’ in 
leged intoxication charge. which it was stated that the de- 
. < mands are discriminatory inasmuch 
All Pass egg) oars Lull , as they do not involve the larger 
d najo s S were close , : 
J udios were closed | companies that were signatory to 


Decoration Day, with a few behind 
schedule companies carrying on. 





Metro’s Comic Idea 
Metro will bunch all comics on the 
lot in one picture for a comedy along | 
the ‘Grand Hotel’ all-star idea. Ed- | 
gar Allen Woolf and Ralph Spence} 
are doing the story. 





Goetz’ New Worry 
“Ben Goetz arrived in town last 
week to prod Consolidated into go- 
ing out for more laboratory busi- 
ness. He also aims to retrieve some 
of the indie financing biz being gar- 
nered by Phil Goldstone. 


U Grabs ‘Zombie’ Neg 
Attachment on ‘Zombie’ negative 
has been made by Universal for 
$8,607 in 60-day notes owed by 
Halperin Productions. 


Goldwyn’s Perseverance 
Sam Goldwyn has made a third- 
time decision for ‘Cynafa’ as Ronald 
Colman’s next. Frances Marion is 
making the new adaptation. 


Oke for Oakie 
Paramount intends to. pick 
Jack Oakie’s option July 15. Will 
be final year of his contract. New 
one for star offered, but Oakie no 
likee. 


Charge L&L Chiseling 

Beyer-MacArthur agency has fiied 
client-grabbing charges against 
Lyons & Lyons with both agents’ 
and producers’ associations. Specific 
kick over Olga Baclanova’s Metro 
spot in ‘Downstairs,’ Lyons office 
allegedly claiming credit, although 
handling the actress for personals 
only. 


Marsden’s Chance 
First picture break for John 
Marsden, New York legit player 
who came west for ‘Vinegar Tree, 
is in ‘Revolt’ at Warners. 


Monte Blue on Stage 

Monte Blue opens in a Portland, | 

Ore., legit production of “The Barker’ 
June 5. 





While working at Paramount stu- 
dio Bing Crosby will broadcast from | 
KNX, adjoining the film lot. CBS! 
takes it from there. 


Edward H. Griffith, director, and 


up | 


}end 








Horace Jackson, writer, of the Radio 
version of ‘Animal Kingdom,’ are due 
back this week from New York con- 


ferences with Leslie Howard, lead- | teriors. 
| the mainland in a motor speed boat. 


ing man. 


ee | 

Split Week for Pan 
Summer split-week policy ahead | 
for the Hollywood Pantages theatre | 
if enough stage attractions can be| 


had. Idea would be to play Fanchon | 
& Marco ideas the first half, and} 
stage band or vaude fila for the 


balance, 
Takiff Rejoins Schnitzer 

Harry Takiff, Joseph I. Schnitzer’s 
secretary at Radio, is on the Coast 
as Schnitzer's assistant in Jefferson 
Pictures. 
Cohen Takes Bard’s 
Bard is out of his 
theatre, with lease expired. 
Lawrence Cohen, interested in the} 
Rialto half a block away, is expected 


Fighth 


Lou 
street 


to take the house Bard still ope- 
jwates an all-night grind on Hill 
street ' 
LOEWS SET KEMPNER 
Los Angeles, May 30 
Arthur Kempner, schoolmate of 
Dave and Arthur Loew, has al 
rived here from New York to ta! 
over the management of Loew's 
State theutre building and other 
T.0e% emits holdings, 


the forme” basic agreement with the 
IATSE. e 


Edict states that the indies will 


continue to pay the scale as in 
effect before the union gave notice 
on May 2 of a revision. 

Indies made known their stand 
the day following departure from 
here of the top union officials for 


the IATSE convention to be held in 
Columbus, O. 

Demands of the indies from the 
photographers had been received by 
that local previously and awaits ac- 
tion by the executive committee, 
although unofficial ccmment of 
union members is that the request 
to them will be turned down. 

No showdown occurred over the 
weekend with Ralph Like anc one 
other indie finishing pictures Sat- 
urday on old scale undisturbed by 
union. No other activities by pro- 
ducers are involved until Tuesday, 
when Tec-Art bas ordered its usual 
sound crew t fteport and will alse 
pay off on old scale. 





Milestone’s Radical 
Production Departure 
For ‘Rain’ Is Saving 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Lewis Milestone’s past troubles 
with studio interference while he’s 
cutting his pictures, plus: the cur- 
rent urge for economy, has United 
Artists making ‘Rain’ on Iccation, 
even to the complete editing. 

That Milestone would have no 
studio interference in the trimming 
was an understanding he had 

Joseph M. Schenck before 
signing the contract to make the 
picture. This complete reversal of 
procedure means that not a foot of 
the exposed film will come to the 
studio, until it arrives as a finished 
picture. 

Cutting As He Goes 

Unit is at Catalina Island, where 
sets were built to take care of the 
interior stuff as well as. the ex- 
Each day's work is sent to 





with 


Then after leaving the laboratory 
it is sent back to Milestone, who is 
cutting his picture as he goes along 
—working or this at night after 
the day's fil ig. 

Building i: -riors on the Island, 
also a departure from previous 
methods of producing, is another 
economy move so that inside scenes 
can be taken when the weather is 


|not propitious for exteriors. 


So ikat Milestone might view his 
daily rusres, a portable projection 
equipment has been set up in one of 
the Island's hotels. Company of 160 
is housed mostly in tents. 


Majestic’s 12 at $35,000 
By Strayer and Hopper 


lollywood, May 30 
Frat Strayer and E. Mason 
Hopper have been engaged by Ma- 
esti lrictures to direct six features 
eacl Ralph Like will produce for 

j me financed eompany. 
Pietures will be budgeted arouné 
$25,900 «} h is about top pric 

for state right product. 
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3 KNOCKOUTS 
FROM COLUMBIA! 
Right when you need them most! 


SHOOT SQUARE WITH 
YOUR BOX-OFFICE! 


Let’s be fair! 


Have you kept good preferred time open for Columbia 


Pictures —or have you jammed those dates with 


lemons just because they cost you more? 
You need good pictures and Columbia has them! 


Get a load of ‘‘Attorney for the Defense”’—a grand 
audience picture — bringing joy and shekels to the 
New York and Brooklyn Paramounts this week! 


Grab yourself an eyeful—and then some! —in “The 
Blonde Captive’’—a box-office freak—a natural—a 
showman’s Paradise. Just doubled the normal 
week’s business at the Metropolitan, Wash- 


Taleb ce): pam Oe Ow 


You wouldn't want a better one for the family trade 
than “No Greater Love’’?—a human drama of laughter 


and tears—which premiered at the Roxy, New York. 


Right now—when you need them most—Columbia 


comes through! 


Get your dates set at once! 


#. 
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“Inside Stuff on Film Biz 





¢Continued from page 1) 

not. . Four or five smart producers 
who had overshot the bankroll an’ 
found themselves 
just walked in an’ gently laid the 
picture industry in the laps of these 
gentlemen. It was the greatest sur- 
render since the day Sittin’ Bull 
gave himself up. 

There is today, a lot of new faces 
sittin’ in the seats of the motion 
picture mighty, an’ it looks as if 
they’re goin’ to stay there. In my 
article of 1927, I 
story about the thet devel- 
oped the habit of layin’ a golden egg 


goose 


an’ suggested what was likely to 
happen. ‘Variety’ readers can fin- 
ish this sentence—for a lIct of ’em 


know where an’ how the body was 

buried. 
teprintin’ 

graph: 

‘I’m not a business man—cow- 
punchin’ is my trade. But I'm 
not afraid to gamble any part of 
$100,000—an’ i say this serious- 
ly—that I can take any studio 
in Los Angeles an’ reduce its 
overhead 25% from the day they 
make me top sergeant of the 
outfit.’ 

An’ that 1927 offer still goes in 
1932—with the exception that I'll 
increase the odds—I’ll gamble the 
$100,000 that today I can reduce the 
nut or overhead, 35% from the day 
I start in. 

Extravagance an’ waste still are 
here. Hundreds an’ even thousands 
of dollars are weekly exp®nded in a 
way that connot possibly be re- 
flected in the entertainment value 
of the pictures. A little good judg- 
ment, plain ‘horse sense’ exercised 
in the right direction, could empty 
a lot of mahogany chairs and (‘fill 
quite a few New York-bound rail- 
way trains, or whatever method of 
transportation that at the time of- 
fers the cheapest rates. 

No Reflection 

At this point, I'd like to put in 
an’ emphasize that what I’ve got 
to say from now on is not intended 
to reflect on any particular unit of 
the producin’ industry—or any in- 
dividual company—an’ particularly, 
I want it understood that the basis 
of my observations has not come 
from the studio where I'm now a 


another 1927  para- 


workin’. I've the highest respect 
for Uncle Carl, Junior an’ their 
business judgment—in fact, Mr. 


Laemmle is about the only one of 
the old guard left who is still ‘sole 
owner of his name,’ still signin’ the 
same signature to bank checks an’ 
passin’ on important matters with- 
out referrin’ them to a committee 
headed by New York stock brokers. 

What I’ve got to say covers the 
industry in general—for I’ve been 
visitin’ around a heap—hither an’ 
yon, as it were—an’ listenin’ a_lot— 
keepin’ my ear to the -ground—al- 
though today when so many studio 
executives wear soft shoes an’ 
sneakers, it’s pretty hard at times, 
to hear ‘em comin’, an’ harder still 
to hear ’em goin’—for some of ’em 
now an’ then, do a disappearin’ act 
that would reflect great credit upon 
the late Mr. Houdini. 

Three years ago I finished my last 
‘silent’—sonnd was comin’ in. To 
Tony an’ me it looked like the end 
of the wide-open spaces an’ the 
high-class drama we had always 
known. We saw, too, that in the 
new order of things—the sound 
stages—there would be no more 
ridin’ or buckin’ horses, swift moun- 
tainside chases nor holdin’ up of 
stage coaches to rescue the girl. We 
saw that our career was comin’ to 
an end. Lookin’ around, however, 
we did see one consolin’ thing—they 
was kickin’ William Fox an’ me out 
of the pictures at about the same 
time. I had a little edge on Mr. 
Fox, though, for I owned a horse. 
I've been a-keepin’ it a closed se- 
cret for three years, but I might as 
well tell it now—seein’ what was 
facin’ him an’ the disadvantage of 
bein" afoot at that same time, Mr. 
Fox tried to buy Tony, along with a 
bridle, saddle an’ a good campin’ 
blanket. 

Beverly Hills Road House 

Anyway, I decided to close my 
Beverly Hilis estate an’ go back to 
my old love, the circus—an’, inci- 
dentally, where I started from. My 
Beverly Hills estate had been built 
for invited an’ uninvited guests, 
anyway, an’ was the only road 
house in California operatin’ with- 
out a cover charge, so I didn’t mind 
closin’ it for a time. An’, in addi- 
tion, I had always missed the smell 
of the sawdust an’ the fine, aro- 
matic an’ exotic zephyr of the ele- 
phants. Of course, Tony an’ me 
missed the sage-dotted desert an’ 
the cool of the canyons, for that had 
been home to us, an’ for three years 
wended our weary way with the 
circus. Then it came to pass we 
were invited back to Hollywood to 
make a few sound pictures—an’ 
here we are. 


check - racked, : 


mentioned that old] 





‘ 








Naturally, I read ‘Variety’ to know 
what was goin’ on in the picture in- 
dustry. 1 expected, an’ had a right 
to expect, that through the influx of 
brokers, bankers, leather manufac- 
turers, lumber kings ,an' chewin' 
gum magnates, replacin’ the former 
tailors, pants pressers, button-hole 


makers, furriers, clothin’ contractors | 


an’ a few old garment vendors, that 
the motion picture industry had at 
last grown up an’ no longer ‘was in 
its infancy.’ But what did i find? 





I found ’em still a wheelin’ it around | 


—still a-fearin’ 
break of the croup an’ measles— 
still an infant cryin’ for help 
that it still hadn’t advanced beyond 
the kid-snappin’ age. In great glee, 
the industry recently celebrated its 
twenty-fifth birthday. 
Knowledge 

We used to argue, now an’ then, 
in the old ‘silent days’; but today 
it’s just argument pyramided on ar- 
gument—an’ this wouldn’t be so 
bad if the argufyers knew what they 
was argufyin’ about. Where we 
used to have two or three depart- 
ments to argue with, now we gota 
dozen. In one studio where I was 
a visitin’ I heard a director, with 
all the ripe experience of hayin’ 
been twice to Europe, tellin’ an old, 
grizzled an’ much-tatooed_ sailor 
how an ocean scene should be shot, 
an’ that was the way he shotit. At 
another studio, where they was a 
makin’ a circus picture, the studio 
business agent was tryin’ to explain 
to Merle Evans, for 30 years a cir- 
cus bandmaster, that the big 40- 
piece circus band always walked in 
the parade, an’, as any kid knows, 
the big band always rides in the big 
red an’ gold 40-horse banagwagon. 
The real cause of the argument, I 
discovered, was that the rental of 
the bandwagon an’ the horses was 
$60 a day, an’ the studio wanted to 
get along without—an’ so the band 
walked. 

Now they have a sound depart- 
ment—with more assistants, direc- 
tor-generals, mixers an’ hired help 
than it used to take to make a 
whole picture. Today we're a-mak- 
in’ ta’kin’ pictures, an’ yet you hear 
more yells for ‘silence’ than you can 
count in six hours. For first one 
thing an’ another, you hear so many 
whistles blown that when you're on 
your way home an’ a traffic cop 
whistles at you, you just keep on 
a-going’, thinkin’, as you've been 
thinkin’ all day, that it don’t mean 
anything. On the stages you hear 
‘interlock’ an’ ‘turn ’em over, until 
you have a hard time to keep from 
mixin’ the words in with the dialog 
—I ain’t found out yet what it- all 
means. 

An’ is the sound department 
smart? I hope to tell you. ‘Mr. 
Mix,’ says one obligin’ young gent, 
‘you'll have to tell Tony to put his 
feet down harder—I can’t hear his 
hoofs in the picture.’ So Tony, 
who’s had more experience makin’ 
pictures than any sound man, just 
listens an’ goes on puttin’ his hoofs 
down in the same old way. Then I 
get to work an’ shoe Tony with 
heavier shoes to increase the sound 
—an’ that’s too much—‘can’'t I make 


for it another out- 








him come in easier an’ with less 
noise as he_ starts the scene? 


Couldn’t I take a few ounces from 
each hoof?’ I told him sure I could; 
to get me a good file an’ to come 
back in a coupla hours an‘ he’d be 
fixed. Then another man comes in 
from the sound department with the 
astoundin’ information that Tony 
walks heavier with his front feet 
than with his hind ones—I don’t 
know how Tony ever got into such 
a disgustin’ habit, but, anyway, 
could I fix it? 

Then we got to have a sound like 
a cow—can anybody holler like a 
cow? What kind of a cow? says 
one of my cowboys, an’ then it 
seems the kind of a cow he can 
holler like ain’t the right kind of a 
cow—different from the one we got 
in the picture—an’ in the end we 
got to send out for a professional 
cow-sounder—an’ he’s more or less 
in the dark, not bein’ up on fancy 
eattle breedin’. An’ so it goes—just 
the same in all studios—start an 
wait—wait an’ start. 

An’ Dialog 

An’ then there's the cialog depart- 
ment. It, an’ its five assistants ar- 
rive early on the set, carryin’ two 
dictionaries, a coupl'a grammars, 
an’ later the main dialog boss comes 
in with a rhetoric under his arm. 
From what I can find out, this rhet- 
orice is the cube-root of grammar. 
Then a new argument breaks out— 
we got to reshoot a scene made the 
day before, it havin’ developed that 
one of the cowboys, who disgust- 
in’ly enough, hadn't got past the 
eighth grade, had said: ‘Hank, you 
go out an’ git the team. Accordin 
to the dialog shark, it should have 
been ‘get the team,’ an’ for fear 
somebody's sensibilities might be 
hurt by such coarseness or the ed- 
ucational influence minimized if the 
scene were to be heard by some 
growin’ child, its all got to be done 
over again, but not until we've 
heard eight No. 1 and No. 2 argu- 
ments about split infinitives an’ past 
participles—-an’ no ranch that I ever 
worked on had either one of ‘em. 


The sound department ain't in 
love with the dialog department, an’ 
neither one has much use for the 


seenario department, which in turn 


an’ | 








Why Worry? 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Shoestring producer, about 
to start a picture, was re- 
minded that he hadn't secured 

a leading lady yet. 
‘We've got plenty 
he answered. 
her for 


of time.’ 
‘We won't need 
a whole hour.’ 











has no hesitation in slippin’ the in- 
formation that if left alone, that di- 
visional unit could finish the picture 
in good shape if every one in 
dialog department spent the rest of 
the Tia 


week in Juana, an’ most of 
the sound department an’ a coupla 
or three. supervisors took a few 
days fishin’. 

An’ so it goes. Today, its me 
chanics an’ machinery in the pic- 
tures. Half the scenario writers 
don’t know the mechanics of pic- 


tures an’ half the picture mechanics 
don’t know the secrets of the sce- 
nario guild an’ don’t think much of 
"em anyway. I won't say that each 
department is jealous of the other, 
but you don’t see ’em mixin’ much 
Mind, I'm not sayin’ there ain't a 
lot of scenario writers in Holly- 
wood who don’t know their business 
—there are—but they get little 
chance these days. It’s the new- 
ly imported writers that’s a gettin’ 
the breaks. 
The Trouble 

Comin’ down to cases—what’s the 
matter with pictures—two things. 
They've taken the romance out of 
picture makin’ an’ substituted cold 
machinery an’ cold methods. Fur- 
ther, from a financial view, the in- 
dustry is topheavy. One-third of 
the men on any studio’s pay roll 
could be done away with—we got 
supervision an’ specialties developed 
to the nth degree—whatever that is, 
but we got it. 

The romance! Times was, when 
we loved to make pictures—the 
actors—the prop boys—the gaffers— 


the cameramen an’ the extras—all 
enjoyed it. Do they enjoy it to- 
day? Ask any one of ’em. 

To start with—the actor is dis- 


satisfied—he resents a lot of things 
—an’ whether he’s right or wrong— 


he’s still resentin’, How was he 
hired in the first place? He was 
picked from a bunch of photo- 


graphs submitted by an agent, none 
of which looked very much like 
him—but the agent touted him 
strong because of the 10% agent's 
commission. I used to wonder 
where the term ‘agent’ come from, 
until I remembered what I read 
about Robin Hood—he was a ‘road- 
agent,’ an’ then I knew. The actor 
has been hired through the agent 
without personal contact or havin’ 
a word to say in his own behalf. 
He’s sore because he ain't gettin’ 
what he thinks is right—he’s heard 
Pete McGlutz, who ain’t half as 
good an actor as he is—is gettin’ 
$20 a week more through havin’ a 
smarter agent with a better stand- 
in. In fact, the actor has been hired 
from a catalog, just like, down in 
Oklahoma, we used to buy things 
from the mail order’ books. I 
once bought a pair of spurs that 
way—they looked great in the pic- 
ture but when the spurs came, the 
rowels were made of pewter an’ 
busted the first time I tried to use 
‘em. 

An’ the mechanical crews—in all 
studios the mechanical workers 
used to get quite a bit of over- 
time—a little outside gravy—a time 
an’ a half allowance—but not today. 
Promptly, when the eight hours are 
up, the Hollywood studios shift the 
entire crew, all except the camera- 
men, slippin' in a new mechanical 
outfit, just to save the extra time 
allowance. An’ so it is the picture 
goes on for the rest of the day an’ 
night with a new lot of boys— 
willin’ to work but not known’ what 


its all about, or what's been done! 


during the day. 


The Crews 
In former years, we kept the 
same crew—there was a loyalty 
amongst the boys an’ even the 


humblest property boy took pride 
in the picture his outfit was makin’. 
Nowhere today. in any studio, can 
you find the sarhe crew loyalty— 
it ain’t there, an’ don’t let anyone 
tell you that crew loyalty ain't 
mighty helpful in picture makin’. 
Today, crews ain’t permitted to stick 
together—half the efficiency is lost 
because of the triflin’ savin’ of extra 
time pay allowances. In scene 
shootin’, loyal crews would antici- 
pate needs—do they do it today? - 
impossible because the crews don't 
know each other—the sense of obli- 
gation, one to the other, isn’t there 
—not because the mechanical 
workin’ men of the studio ain't will- 
in’'—but they have never been given 
the opportunity to get experienced 
together. 

Now, sum up the result—you're 
a makin’ pictures, but—the actor 
ain't pleased—the mechanical crews’ 


interest ceases when eight hours 
are up—the sound men ain’t buy- 
in’ presents for the dialogers, who, 
in turn, ain't invitin’ the scenario 


boys over to the Cocoanut Grove fe 


| the evein’. Cameramen realize that 
their salary is a goin’ to stop the 
isecond the picture is completed an’ 
that the brigadier general of the 
lexecutives an’ the latter’s assistant 
jthe colonel, are rushin‘ things 
through on ’em. The picture direc- 
‘tor an’ his first, second, third an’ 





fourth assistants an’ their deputies 
have a peeve—they didn't get the 
east they wanted in the first _.ace— 
an’ the sets were wrong an’ not ac- 
cordin’ to script—the location they 


picked was better than the one 
used, even if it would have cost 


mort to get there—the script girl is 


sore because she has to buy her 
own lead pencils—the leadin’ lady 
says the wardrobe boss scrimped 


on her clothes—the mechanical crew 


——s 


industries, clutter up their manuface 
turin’ costs, an’ expect the public te 
pay for their relatives an’ neighbors, 
earried on the payroll? 

A few of our producin’ boys de- 
cided to get into the theatre owin’ 
business—drive the small, independ< 
ent playhouse owner out. In for- 
mer days, the neighborhood the- 
atre owner stood on the door, greet- 
ed his customers with a smile, called 





is keen on watchin’ the clock—the | 

. | 
sound department has a grievance | 
}—the scenario unit is upset by the 





the latter 
who, in 


an’ 
director, 


dialogers 


the 


peeved at 
turn, is in 


“ed favor of shootin’ a coupl'a hot shots 
the | 


into the supervisor an’ it all is} 
topped by a star anxious to get back | 
to Mallibu Beach. 

Is any of that a goin’ to be re- 


flected in the picture? Ye-ah, broth- 
r—none of goin’ to keep out 
Don't forget that one big commer- 
cial creamery, with many successful | 
millions, has found it smart busi- | 
! 


€ it’s a 


ness to advertise that they got ‘con-' 
tented cows.” We ain't even got con- 
tended hams. Now these condi- 
tions I have mentioned are to be 
found in every studio in Hollywood, 
except one—an’ I'm just puttin’ 
that one in to give each studio an 
alibi out. 

There was a time when we 
on location, shot scenes in 
accord—all workin’ together- 
early an’ kept at it 
had the sun. If we 
families along with 
out Saturday night 
Sunday together—mebbe the studio 
did get set back for a few extra 
meals—but they got it all back an’ 
more in efficiency an’ loyalty an’ 
honest co-operation. The men—one 
an’ all—were contented, eager in 
their work—each knew his job was 
safe an’ that he'd be workin’ in the 
next picture. Even the actors were 
friends an’ the scenario writer an’ 
the director were pals. 

An’ I ask, what kind of pictures 
were made under those conditions? 
An’ were the theatres filled? Re- 
member, this ain’t the first depres- 
sion the picture industry has 
weathered—there was one back in 
1921 that about swamped things, but 
the producers kept on turnin’ out 
good pictures an’ the audiences 
stuck with ’em. 

Put out a really good picture to- 
day—does it play to empty seats? 
Has anyone heard of a picture the- 
atre closin’ up just after it played 
one of Marie Dressler’s pictures? 
Miss Dressler gives the public fine, 
wholesome, human characters—free 
from sugzestiveness—a lot of laughs 
an’ a few tears—an’ let me say the 
mechanical crew boys tell me 
there’s no grief or unhappiness 
about her sets—she won't stand for 
it—all are keen to work again with 
her—what’s the answer? 

Too Mechanical 

Today, in picture making the real 
romance is gone—it’s made mechan- 
ical from the first step to the final 
shot—just a machine-made, catalog 
product—put together with the same 
romance that is poured into the 
making, paintin’ an’ delivery of an 
automobile—in fact, the two are 
mechanical cousins. An’ in the stu- 
dios today, is there such a thing as 
co-operation? The man that can 
find it can go out tomorrow after- 
noon an’ locate oil wells an’ gold 
mines without usin’ the usual lucky, 
willow stick, he’d be that clever. 

In addition, the smart boys have 
taken a lot of the glamour an’ mys- 
tery out of the pictures. It’s true, 
they've probably saved some money 
in the reduction of the star's saiary, 
but many’s the theatre seat that’s 
been filled with both young an’ old 
folks who came to see what the gent 
or lady looked like that was getting 
$10,000 a week—some of ‘em fot 
more, but we'll take the $10,000 as 
an example—six times as much as 
the president got. In the good old 
days, if you'd give the studio press 
agent a new typewriter that he’s 
most anxious to try out, he’d raise a 
star’s salary so high Amelia Ear- 
heart couldn't fly over it. There was 
always a mystery an’ an enticin’ 
glamour surroundin’ whoever got 
the ten—what did they do with it? 
How did they spend it? What did 
they do with their old clothes? an’ 
10,000 more questions. An’ wasn't 
it good, smart showmanship to an- 
nounce the big salaries, whether 
they paid ’em or not. Today, is the 
producer fillin’ up theatre seats by 
lettin’ the public know he’s just cut 
Lucy McLuke's salary from $5,000 to 


went 
happy 
got up 
as long as we 
didn't take our 
us, they came 
an’ we spent 








$1,500? Says the public—‘he don't 
think much of Lucy—that a being 
the case, we won't either.’ 

Why not put the romagce, mys- 


tery an’ glamour back? 
helped any to take it out 
‘em might be helnful. 


It hasn't 
-returnin’ 


The industry is topheavy! 
On the Payroll 
Today, we got more supervisors 





; ants, 
|} perts, 


| 


| brought 


is reflected in entertainment value 
|And, these same birds will argue 
longer an’ louder than a Congres-| 
| sional tax committee, about who's to! “ 
|}get certain screen credits Why?| 
1 Does Standard Oil, Ford Steel 
Transport ation an’ other successful 


first assistant an’ even fourth assist- | 
technical men, specialty ex- 
story advisors, super-dialog 


critics—than ever in the industry's 


(of pictures 


)replaced him by 


| line. 


| pictures they 


the kids by their given names an’ 
tried to give his patrons the kind 
he knew they liked. 
What has become of him? The chain 
forced or bought him out, 
two or three young 
uniformed like an Admiral in 
Uruguay navy—which has only 
one rowboat for a battleship 

What interest has these glo- 
birds of plumage got in the 
are showin’? None at 
the pictures are all picked by 
smart bird sittin’ in an office 
a thousond miles or more away, an’ 
who don’t know whether the town 
is filled with Mexicans, Armenians, 
Greeks or just plain Americans, an’ 


system 
sents, 
the 

got 


rious 


all 


some 


cares less. That's the picture he’s 
sendin’, an’ they can take it or 
leave it—an’ yet, somewhere I've 


heard complaints about empty seats, 
here an’ there. Now that the pro- 
ducers have sunk millions of their 
stockholders’ money in theatre 
chains—they're like the feller who 
had the wild cat by the tail an’ is 
lookin’ for a place to let go. Tryin’ 
to run the little feller out, however, 


has sent a few mahogany table 
executives out lookin’ for a new 
job. 
Unloading Flops 
If a tailor makes a bad suit of 


clothes—does he make 
customer to take it? If he blun- 
ders, he accepts the loss. If the 
grocer sells canned goods that have 
gone bad, he quickly replaces ‘em 
—but the picture maker, if he makes 
a bad picture through lack of judg- 
ment or-tryin’ to favor some rela- 
tive, does he shoulder it? Not the 
producin’ boy— it’s the theatre own- 
er an’ the public that’s stuck. Says 
the distributin’ exchange to the ex- 
hibitor—‘This picture ain’t so good 
—it hasn't any box office value—the 
name’s bad—the cast of no impor- 
tance an’ the story an’ action drag, 
Our advice to you is just to pay for 
it an’ not use it—put another in. 
Of course, you can’t have any of our 
good pictures until you pay for this 
bad one—which you got to take.’ 


Can any other industry succeed 
throwin’ that line of stuff an’ get 
away with it? If you don’t believe 
the exchanges talk that way to the 
theatre owners, ask the first one 
you meet—an’ if he hasn't heard it, 
I'll pay for the seats next time 
you go to a show—an’ there'll be 
some empty ones as long as they 
keep on doin’ business in the same 
old way. 

Recently I read where a feller 
named Sidney R. Kent made a 
speech at the Motion Picture Acad- 
emy, an’ said: 

‘The industry is facin’ {Its 
toughest struggle for the next 
three years.’ 


That's nothin’ new, even if a new 
studio executive did find it out. The 
industry has been a _ facin’ its 
toughest struggle for the next three 
years ever since I first knew it—an’ 
that’s a long time ago. If the com- 
in’ three is goin’ to be tougher than 
the last three, I'd suggest we need 
some new supervisors an’ a lot of 
‘em. 


Accordin’ to newspapers of recent 
date, it seems quite a few of the big 
producin’ boys spend a iot of time 
shootin’ the stock market instead of 
shootin’ pictures, an’ that some of 
‘em got away with some real dough, 
even though their own employees, 
who bought the same stock on their 
advice an’ in good faith, are left 
holdin’ the bag. Some might call 
that easy money—but is it? I know 
other producers who are heavily in- 
terested in brokerage offices, banks, 
politics, antique stores, gasoline 
fillin’ stations, lingerie shops an’ 
beauty parlors an’ spend a lot of 
time lookin’ after these interests. 

All of which reminds me that in 
my original 1927 article I made 
mention of a recent trial, wherein 
Frank B. Kellogg, later Secretary of 
State but then a government attor- 
ney, asked an elderly gent named 
Rockefeller—I think John D. was his 
name—how he accounted for the 
fact his industry had made more 
money an’ outprospered any known 
corporation. Without hesitation 
Mr. Rockefeller replied: ‘Mr. Kel- 
logg, we were oil men in the morn- 
ing, we were oil men at noon, we 
were oil men at night—we had no 
other business.’ 

What would happen, do you sup- 
pose, if the industry with which we 


or want his 


are connected should accidentally 
fall into the hands of gentlemen 
who would be picture men in the 


morning, picture men at noon, pic- 
ture men at night—an’ had no other 


bus:iness? 











history. Most of them have been) 
from New York or Europe} 
without havin’ the slightest know!-! 
edge of picture mechanics—an’ all} 
seem to be drawin’ tremendous sal-| 
aries—an’ not a dime of this mogey | 


It's somebody else’s turn to do @ 
little guessin’, 

Sloane’s ‘War Correspondent’ 

Paul 
for Columbia 


Sloane's directorial job 


‘War Corre- 


nrst 
will be 


spondent,” an original by Kate 
Thompson and Jo Swerling. Sloane, 
last under Radio contract, was @ 


himself 
! Jack Holt 


war correspondent 


Ralph Graves an 


the leads. 


are 


set Tor 


a an eres 

















1 egolainy <¢ 


sey hl 








24 VARIETY 


i: A MESSAGE TO 
* AMERICAN SHOWMEN 


FROM P. A. POWERS 





Tuesday, May 31, 1932 


— 








acre & 
Gg ev 





+ + + H 








due 


< 


Os et 
ww S La 


HIS message is of important interest to every 
live showman in America 


It carries a definite promise of a new de- 
parture in motion picture entertainment. 


I am going to bring to the screens of America 
a distinctly new type of pictures, which will TYPICAL OF : 


combine the best features of the techniques of POWERS QUALITY 


Europe and America. | 


NINE PICTURES 








Exhibitors are going to be offered European 
productions built especially for American 
audiences in conjunction with the best obtain- 
able in America. 


Stars of definitely proven box-office power 
will be cast in stories adapted from successful 
stage plays and widely read novels. 


Playwrights and authors of the calibre of 
Frederick Lonsdale, Compton Mackenzie, John 
Galsworthy and A. Conan Doyle, and others of 
equal note, will provide the stories for future 
Powers Pictures. 


This means that there will be a vast, ready- 
made audience for every production which I 
shall release. 


The colorful backgrounds to be found every- 
where in Europe— perfect set-ups for romance, 
conflict and heroism — will provide incompar- 
able settings for some of these fine pictures. 


I am sincere in saying that | am going to pre- 
sent productions possessing that cosmopolitan 
appeal which, it has been most effectively 
demonstrated, spells ‘“Box-Office’’. 


The New Powers line-up will be a revelation 
to American showimen and theatre-goers. 


Twelve productions are now available! 


“HER STRANGE DESIRE” 


An absorbing drama based on the sensational stage 
play by Edgar Middleton. Featuring Laurence Olivier 
and Nora Swinburne. 


“THE LIMPING MAN” 


Will Scott's distinctly different, fast-action mystery story 
brought to the screen. 


“SKIN GAME” 


From the play by John Galsworthy, celebrated play- 
wright and novelist. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 


“TIMBUCTOO” 


A dramatic adventure thriller, filmed in the heart of 


Africa. Written and directed by Walter Summers. 


“FIRES OF FATE” 


One of the most dramatic of A. Conan Doyle's incom- 
parable stories. Filmed entirely in the African Sudan. 


“THE RETURN OF 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND” 


An original screen story of the further adventures of 
this world-famous character created by “Sapper”. 


“MAID OF THE MOUNTAINS” 


The sensational musical play of the famous playwright, 
Frederick Lonsdale, adapted to the screen and directed 
by Lupino Lane. 


“DANCE PRETTY LADY” 


Adapted from Compton Mackenzie's internationally 
famous novel and play, “Carnival.” Directed by Anthony 
Asquith. 


“BILL, THE CONQUEROR” 


A drama of love and sacrifice, from the story by Dion 
Titheradge. Featuring Heather Angel and Henry Kendall. 


and at Least 


1 OTHERS OF EQUAL 
BOX-OFFICE POWER 








Le] 


fo ed A te et et eet AM tel Ls) 2-2. [= 


we et Ate Ae 


ad et tel eet ad et ed Coe oe 


~ we 42 - oe 4 ee i Me Pe ot OM oe et ee ee 





— 4 we ™ *® © * oe wt hk. me OM 


Our exchange system is complete! 


We are ready for the screen! 


_ od mo hh ow me 





We are ready for service! | \ , 
en hoe be . ff - = 2 of 


a 723 Seventh Avenue New York, N. Y. I 5 




















Le] 





Tuesday, May 31, 1932 


FRREM REVEEWS 





VARIETY 








—_—- ——— 


MONSTER WALKS 


(Continued from page 15) 


his mother instead of his intended 
victim. This turns him against his 
father and he kills him. In turn he 
is killed by the ape. 

A sizeable ape is used for the an- 
imal, which is the tip-off to the 
experienced that he is not the 
guilty one. If an indie had to hire 
a gorilla suit, it would no‘ hire an 
ape, too. Animal does not do as 
much as expected to build up the 


thrill. Isn’t much of a thrill any- 
where. 
Vera Reynolds is the menaced 


heroine with Rex Lease as her pro- 


tector. Neither gets much chance. 
Mischa Auer is the most effective 
figure, though the part is over- 


written. Martha Maddox wrestles 
with a rubber stemp part and Shel- 
don Lewis is cramped as _ the 
heavy. ‘Monster’ happens. along 
about three years too late. 





MELODIE DER LIEBE 


(‘Melody of Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, May 8. 
Reichsliga-Film production and Heros 
Film release. Story, Hermann Mueller. 


Dialog and adaptation, Fritz Friedmann- 
Frederich. Direction, Georg ‘Jacoby. Pro- 
duction management, Karl Ritter. Songs, 


Dr. Kaper and Walter Jurman. Photog 
raphy, Friedl sehn-Grund, Settings by 
Max Heilbronner. Sound, Birch Lange. 
tecorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: 
Richard Tauber, Petra Unkel, Szoeke 
Szakall, Lien Deyers, Alice Treff, Grete 


Natzleff, Adolf Wohibrueck, Karl Ettlin- 


ger, Ida Wuest, Miss Berley, Yuongling 
Tschang, Angelo Ferrari, C. W. Vogt, 
Gehr. Damann, Max Wilmsen, Wilhelm 


Schmidt, 
Berlin, 
minutes. 


Elite Singers of Kottbuser Tor, 
The Parkers. Running time, 90 
At Atrium, Berlin. 


for present times comp- 


Picture 
paratively expensive. That's why 
it’s doubtful whether the picture 
will return its cost, as it’s in no 


way asmash. The picture is as full 
of weak sentimentality as the pre- 
vious Tauber pictures. but a charm- 
ing girl, Petra Unkel, plays herself 
into the hearts of the fans and the 
comic Szoeke Szakall is again very 
amusing. As soon as Richard Tau- 
ber’s microphone voice is heard the 
mob listens with rapt admiration. 
But in between are dull scenes, said 
to be taken out of the life of a 
great singer and which are, with 


respect to the main figure, i. e., 
Taubers’ part, unconvincing. 
Alice Treff does very poorly. Lien 


Deyers looks nice, but her playing is 
weak and without personality. Ex- 
cellent, as always, Ida Wuest and 
Karl Ettlinger, whilst Grete Natzler 


and Adolf Wohlbreuck are good 
looking. The dialog is sometimes 
boring but excellent numbers by 
Dr. Kaper and Walter Jurmann 
which will soon be sung by every- 
body. Sound and Friedl Ben- 
Grund’s photography very good. 
Magnus. 


SILVER LINING 


Patrician production and United Artists’ 
release, Maureen O'Sullivan and Betty 
Compson featured. Directed by Alan 
Crosland from a story by Hal Conklin. 
Adaptation and dialog by Gertrude Orr, 
Additional dialog by Claire Corvalho. Jay 


Merchant, asst. dir; Jack Schultze, art; 
Geo, Bertholon, production mgr; Bob 
Planck, Harry Davis and Harry Marsh, 


cameia; L. E. Tope, sound. Musical score 
by Lee Zahler. At the Beacon theatre, 
N. Y., for a grind run, one week com- 
mencing May 27 as one half of a double 


bill. Running time 56 mins. 
Joyce Moore ..........Maureen O'Sullivan 
pe 2S. arr weese-- Betty Compson 
Larry Clark ..... eeeeeees-JONN Warburton 
Michael Moore .........+....Montagu Love 
DOTig HG 2. ee ccccccceccsccecss ty Detea 
SOTEP iis dc cctcrecosesesese -Cornelius Keefe 
EMCPOM on cccccecccocescces MmaEtOR Mattox 
Ber Sr PION 04 00escatess Wally Albright 
ge gg ee ee Grace Valentine 
Maureen O'Sullivan indifferently 
heads a competent supporting cast 
in a story which starts off with 
promising vigor but which soon 


peters out to the familiar situation 
of the rich proprietor of a set of 
ramshackle. tenements who refuses 
to make repairs. Even after the 
story moves to triteness, it is still 
not without its good moments, and 
should <o fairly well in the lower 
limits of the A division, though it 
will give poor account of. itself in 
the more ambitious stands. 

At the Peacon it is bolstered by 
the showing of ‘The Big Parade’ 
with sound, and it is materially in 
ned of this assistance. Photog- 
raphy ‘s generally good with now 
and then a flash of good cinematics, 
notably a fall down a stairway well. 
At tines the lighting is poor and 
t >re is an unconvincing street set 
Which detracts from the realism. 
Sound seems to be good, though 
difficult i» judge because of the 
affected voices of the leading play- 
ers. Better as a doubleheader in 
fo00d money locations. 

Weakness of the chief player ap- 
peais have been sensed and the 
Writing been skillfully done to 
let Betty Compson do most of the 
work and cover up Miss O'Sullivan’s 
shortcomings. She troupes nobly 


has 








i rl refuses to heed his plea though 
her uncle condems her. There is a 
row and she flounces out of the 
hcuse. 

In the park she is beaten up by a 
tl.ug wh robs her, and her condi- 
tion is mistaken for drunkeness. 
"-hat gets her a 30-day stretch in 
the wor!.house which she shares 
with Katie Flynn, who assumes the 

uilt when the. crippled boy's 
mother is arrested for stealing food. 

She ex>eriences 2 char~- of hort, 
falls in love with the young attor- 


ney, appoints him hc: agent and 
winds up by marrving him, 4ll in 
the good old-fashioned way. 

The same amount of effort and 
n.oney :xpended upon a newer idea 


might have scored strongly, but the 
play does not live up to the promise 


oi: its early scenes and quickly 
tapers off into the conventional, 
with tke same old floor scrubbing 


| scenes in the prison, the usual jazz 
| parties, leg shows and all the other 











but the ne* result is to make many 
feel that she, rather than the star, 
should have won the hero they both , 
love. 

Starts o” nicely in the tenements 


owned by Jovce Moore, with a small 
boy falling down three flights when 
the rickety bannister gives way, 
seriously injuring his back. Larry 
Clark, a young attorney, to 
the Moores for damages, but the 


goes 


standby’. 

The yarn is wildly implausible at 
every point, which is sensed even 
by those who do not dissect the 
motivation. The girl Joyce never 
would have gone to prison without 
an appeal to her influential con- 
nect ons. She never would have 
concerned herself, except for scen- 
ario purposes, with the direct man- 
ageme: t of her properties. In short 
nothing that hanvnens is at all true 
to the probabilities, with the result 
that the action never rings true or 
engages the deep interest of 
spectator. 

Miss O'Sullivan 
acting abilitr:, a rather screechy 
voice and a weakness in her dra- 
matic moments. Betty Compson 
does much to give « dlor to the ac- 
tion with her tenement girl, 
John Warburton never suggests the 
earnest young reformer bvt 
a collar advertisement in the wrong 
environment. The others turn in 
good performances but the net re- 
sult is the feeling that it is short 
weight. Alan Crosland’s direction 
is generally good, but he had not 
the }1a‘erial to work with. 


SIBERIAN PATROL 


(PUSSIAN MADE) 


Soyuzkino production and Amkino 
lease. Adapted from the play ‘The 
moured Train’ by Vsevolod Ivanov. 
rection and scenario, J. Protazanov; 
tography, K. Kusnetzov; music, A. 


displays small 


re- 
Ar- 
Di- 
pho- 
Shen- 


shin. At the Cameo, N. Y., week May 13 
Running time, 53} mins, ‘ 

British soldier.....csscoocceced A. Zhutayev 
CUOMO MARR 6.65.0 04nd eccdeeoss ces -M, Kedrov 
EMOGOP 6c ccccocdsdsece eeeseces V. _Kovrigin 
Pe rn ee peace n de Vv. Vavin 
WH . 0.6 06 ck Wades cetyn bosaveats I, Chuveley 





Russe picture mak- 
ers are satisfied to propagandize 
their own cause in films. In this 
film, lowever, they decide to do 
some tearing down of the British. 
It’s just one of those things as re- 
gards box office. 

However, a talker, the second 
such to come over from Russia. 
Laid in 1918, it tells of a group 
of Russian patriots who are try- 
ing to get a cannon over the bor- 
derline to the Russian camp, Brit- 
ish soldiers are in charge of the 
only bridge, so the peasants cap- 
ture a so‘dier and maneuver their 
way through. All of the scenes de- 
picting the British are sounded in 
supposed English, and for Ameri- 
can audiences the lads might just 
as well have gone on talking Rus- 
sian. Also there’s considerable 
sneering about British civilization 
and the officers are shown drinking 
champagne as opposed to the poor 


Generally the 


Russians who are freezing and | 
starving. 

One laugh in the film in reverse 
fashion. The supposed British sol- 


diers turn loose on ‘Tipperary,’ roll- 
ing their r’s in the Russian manner 
and struggling through the lyrics. 

Some of the photography is nice 
and the sound comes through okay. 
But the story and its presentation 


doesn't make entertainment. _ 
Kauf. 


LE DERNIER CHOC 


(‘The Last Blow’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 








Paris, May 20. 

Produced and directed by Jacques de 
Baroncelli Starring Jean Murat an 
Daniele Parcla. Released by Osso. 
in Braunberger tichebe = studios. Rec- 
orded Western Electric. Running 
92 mins. Olympia, Paris, May 17. 
Another sea story which has 
obviously been mostly shot in the 


studio, despite which illusion is 
good. 

Compared to average local pro- 
duction, continuity is fast, with 
very little extraneous stuff. Also 
Jean Murat as the sea captain does 
most of the acting and is good, so 


that the indifferent support is prac- 


SPIRIT OF THE WEST! 


M. H. Hoffman production and Allied 
(state rights) release, starring Hoot Gibson. | 
Directed by Otto Brower; story by Jack | 
Natteford; screen play by J. G. White: |! 
Harry Newman and Tom Galligan, camera; 
Mildred Johnston, editor; Jean Hornbustel. } 
settings; Wilbur McGaugh, sound: Sidney 
Algier, production manager. Cast includes: 
Doris Hill, Hooper Atchley, Al Bridge, Lafé 
McGee, Geo. Mendoza, Chas. Brindley, 





the | 





liner and Walter Janssen are mis- 
cast in small roles, but other roles 
are excellently handled. Kiepura 
isn’t so much of an actor, but he’s a 
slim good looking youth, and has an 
exceptional voice, 

At the Hindenburg, N. Y., it’s the 
first picture that will bring 
coin to the house. For other for- 
eign houses in the U. S. it ought 


some | 


SANTA 


(MEXICAN MADE) 
Los Angeles, May 20, 
First production of the Compania Naciee 





nai Productora de Peliculas. Distribution 
rights held by Rafael Calderon. Made at 
| Mexico City. Rodriguez Brothers’ record- 
| ing system From novel of the same name 
|} by Don Federico Gamboa. Adapted by 
| Carlos Noriega Hope. Directed by Antonio 


rs aiaue < _ : ‘ - Moreno. Starring Lupita Tovar Cast? 
Walter Perry and Tony Sanford. At Loew's) to do equally satisfactory business. fom Orellana, Mimi Derba. Ernesto Gi ; 
New York theatre one day, as half of a Strictly German theatres ought to | ler ‘Rosit Aovies seg: Son M a oe ae 
double bill. Running time, 65 mins. - wy HSE SSEe ge ae Sue SS) a Arriaga, Juan Martinez Casado. 
Siete |; change the title, as it is too simi- eg time, 86 minutes. California the- 
Ptege WT; : va sada, ? | atre, Los Angeles, May 20 
Somebody hustled on this one and! lar to “Wien, du Stadt der oe der, aoa 
. ae nee iano id ec | ShOW a year ago. 1.aus. . , 
| produced a horse operetta that packs | Shown a yeé a AS ae Local Spanish press considers this 
}a flock y afc mga 4 yea to wonderful, but from American pro- 
jraise an airly well hold the sus-| duction standards it if |] 

; at ! is idards S pitiful. Pho- 
on ise. Not ogee —e to <" ny} HASENKLEIN tog raphy is okay, in some _ shots 
1€ Way of the action ut a clear} heer be t , th ; . irec 

1 7 | sheer beauty, but the story, direc- 
motive that runs straight through (GERMAN MADE) and : 
| +) : GC i ; ; Berlin. Mav 17 tion and sound are badly minus. 
1e ‘Tl , > nel ei! 1©) ( 4 “ai ) ‘ 4 ° - 7 ’ , 1; ’ . 1} : 
© a ; we = and 1] Ly ‘ — pas Ben Fett production and Maerkische ré Mexican audiences will have to put 
} Sound ciear and well acted for ItS) Jease After the stage play by Hans’! up with a good deal for the sake of 
classification, with Hoot Gibson | Mahner-Mons Adaptation by Jan s | 100 Mexican story and talent if 
turning in a neat bit of clowning.| 4nd Richard Arva; Direction Max Neu-/ no bette Lninal han? 
ic n } t I ter . . hill feld Production management Kurt Heir no etter tec ical tandling is de- 
+ Ce top mou er on : ouble bi eg BSESes CAB Sees Be Sacer 
i 1d *- “a . 1 - : : “ why . "s , Musical management Karl M. May Pho- | veloped 
anc single 1 " re pictures of this tography Eduard Hoesch, Recorded on Two generations of Mexicans are 
- « ¥, « > a his-K ‘ v ry ' . . 
ty pe can go it alone. ae Tobis-Klangfilm ; ; , supposed to have wept over ‘Santa, 
| Starts off with the familiar at- Cast: Jacob Tiedtke, Ilka Gruening, Lien! ~ 4° =) 3. hla =} sasieaeeres beeen 
| te grab off a rancl H ‘. | Deyers, Ernst Stahl-Nachbauer, Senta | 4Nd it is possible that acquaintance 
| ete rs srabd - * ooo ie i pier “| Soeneland, Albert Paulig, Paul Otto, Her With the novel gives a sentimental 
| Sorcon orother is wire oF el tries i po Sterler, Hans Brausewetter, Johannes | and sympathetic haze that softens 
OU . > ‘ o > > pe. t ‘ s - ta > eats ‘ . Do 2 : ey. 
| to save it for the daughte™ of the re 2 a tag Faleustein, Paul W ter- | the picture’s deficiencies. lo the 
|cently deceased owner. Hoot is the; Mayer, Meo Peukert. Viktor Franz. Alex-| \tnerwise uninitiated it looks re 
lex-sheriff, who has turned‘ rodeo| 2°4¢? Engel. Sigi Hoter, Ernst Behmer. ; se uninilialer OOKS mere- 
- 8 ~<a 3 will siecle alan Running time, 76 mins. At Atrium, | ly like the story of a country girl, 
pee tage _ sist cee —- ‘ae Berlin. deceived by a handsome cavalry 
- ee = ; ig ah 7 rete wt r a se : ——<- officer, driven into a questionable 
ooogg Luntil he is able to cleal things An inexpensive but cleverly made | life that gives her a brief taste of 
| up. This might easily be pages es picture which promises to do good | luxury, then tobogganing to a deg- 
+ te ‘ terest is he ‘ > , » on , 
but isn’t, and interest is held to the) business. rhe story is real and! radation that ends in death 
end ; , deals with an interesting problem,| Only interesting character visible 
} > crea : 1 ' I 1e@ A “Oay* Po ¢ . > ; ; ; j 
} Gl nos gets good gigi a co ©; the career of a member of the Par-|in the picture version is the blind- 
cast, but is mostly the whole show.) |jament. | pock-marked pianist of the bawdy 
} ; | A Simple dressmaker comes to the | house, who loves the girl and pays 


and | 


rather | 


Made| mostly in Naples. 


time,;log is both in Italian and German, 


| strength 


| 


EIN TOLLER EINFALL 


(‘A Phantastic Idea’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

3erlin, May 1S. 
by Ph. L. Mayring 
Direction Kurt Ger- 
production. Settings, 
Julius von  Borsody. Photography, _# 
Tschet and W. Bohne. Music, Waiter Jur- | 
mann. Recorded on Klangfilm. | 
Cast: Willy Fritsch, Jacob Tiedtke, Max | 
Adalbert, Heinz Salfner, Dorothea Wieck, 
Harry Halm, Le. Slezak, Ellen Schwan- 
necke, Wilhelm 3endow, Fritz Odemar, 
Genio Nikolaiewa, Rosy Barsony, Aenne 
Goerling, Ferdinand Hart, Paul Hoerbiger, 
Theo Lingen, Adele Sandrock, Oskar Sima. 
Running time, 85 mins, At Ufa-Palast am 
| Zoo, Berlin, 


Ufa release. Seript 
and Fr. Zeckendorff. 
ron. Bruno Duday 


This picture is made mechanically 
with much routine and calculation 
and it promises to be no j 
All ingredients of the various last 
season's pictures have been used. 

There is a bit of ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ of ‘Ein Bischen Liebe fuer 
Dich,’ etc. Result certainly is no 
phantastic idea, but the contrary, 
both with regard to the manuscript 


success 


and the direction. Both are mud- 
dled and below the average. 
The idea itself is not bad and 


very well fits into the present time 
A rich man is shown who among 
all his possessions—a chateau and 
picture gallery—has no money. He 
goes to England to sell his chateau 
to his old friend.and has his young 
nephew stay in his place. He 
changes the chateau into a hotel. 
The dancing performance of Rosy 


Barsoni will possibly be missed by) 
the public. The hit of the film is 
Max  Adalbert. Jacob Tiedtke, 
Heinz Salfner and Harry Halm 
|show what good actors they are, 
|while the ‘Ladies in Uniform,’ 
Dorothea Wieck and Ellen Schwan- 
necke, by overacting failed in ap- 
peal. Genio Nikolajewa is good- 





looking and should be presented in 


| elected 


big city to visit 
into a _ political meeting and is 
member of the Parliament 
without wanting it at all. He is 
made President of the Parliament 
by some log-rolling in order to 
please the high-class parents-im- 
law of his daughter, is right after- 
wards thrown over and comes back 


his daughter, gets 


home, happy to be a simple dress- 
maker. 
The picture is a political satire. 


Comments of the simple dressmaker 
role, played with overwhelming 
comic effect by Jacob Tiedtke, are 
amusing. Inexpensive picture shows 
a number of excellent actors. Ilka 
Gruening as a debutante in sound 
pictures is excellent, as are the 
funny Johannes Riemann, Ernst 
Stahl-Nachbaur, very sure actor; 
comic Senta Soeneland, Julius Falk- 
enstein and Paul Otto, who is not 
often enough shown in _ pictures. 
Hermine Sterler, Leo Peukert, Sigi 
Hofer, Paul Westermeyer, Hans 
Brausewetter and Ernst Behmer do 
excellent team work. Pretty Lien 
| Deyers again shows that although 
| naturally being sweet, she is not 
|too gifted an actress. Sound and 
| photography mediocre. Magnus, 





| 


LA NUIT A L’HOTEL 


| (‘The Night at the Hotel’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

A Paramount Joinville production. Para- 
mount release, Directed by Leo Mittler. 
| From the novel by Eliot Crawshay-Wil- 
|liams. Dialog by Marcel Achard. Recorded 
| Western Electric. Running time, 85 min- 
utes Paramount, Paris, May 15. 
| Marion BarneS........ese00- Marcelle Romee 
| Siew CORTES os ok cccines ence tegee Jean Verier 
JONMITEP .o.ccceee osececenes Jetty Stockfeld 
rE setessk seer eoeseeeeeMaurice Lagrenee 
Mme. Cartier........ rerrerriyy Lise Jaux 
ERO NUGMBC, oo c'ccsove eseseses Yvonne Hebert 
Emmanuel ...,.. 096s 4cbsedetes Willy Rozier 
The Violinist........... Magdelaine Berubet 


A holdover from the last crop, 





a larger role. 

The sound is first-class. 
| photography of Konstantin Tschet 
/again bad and unclear. Magnus. 


SINGENDE STADT 


(‘City of Song’) 

(GERMAN MADE) 

(With Songs) 
Asfi production. World Trade 
distribution in U. 8S. Stars Jan 
and Brigitte Helm. Directed by Carmine | 
Gallone; scenario. Hans Szekely;: music, 
Ernesto Tagliaferi and Paul Abraham. At 
Hindenberg, N. Y., for grind run, begin- 

ning May 9. Running time, 95 mins. 


The | 


Exchange 
Kiepura 





Giovanno Cavalloni...... 66% ioe Jan Kiepura 
Andreas Brueling........... Walter Janssen | 
| Carmela. .ccccscccccsccesecs Trude Herliner 
| TUpl. .cccccccccssescvece Franceso Malducce | 
| Claire Landschoff...........+. Brigitte Helm | 


ew Feldegger............Georg Alexander 
Curious patchwork of good and 
for pretty fair box 
German yarn laid 
Heavy stress on 
Neapolitan scenery and music. Dia- 


bad 
office. 


blending 
ace ff 


making for a double draw in for- | 
eign theatres on this side. plus a 
bid for Polish neighborhoods on the} 
of Jan Kiepura’s name. 
Kiepura, a Pole, is one of the more 


i 
| recent tenor clicks in musical cir- 
cles, 

Story just avoids being on of 
those made to order things general- 
lv handed to concert singers. Cuar- 
mine Gallone’s” directorial touch 
saves it. 

Kiepura is cast as a young Nea 
politan guide who falls for t 

|} beautiful Vienesse lady he's show- 
ing around. Woman, expertly played 


tically immaterial. 

Story shows Murat as a jealo 
husband embarking at the last min- 
ute as a skipper on a cargo boat, 
on which his wife, unknowing, also} 
embarks to run away from him.}| 
She clings to him when a liner 
crashes into the cargo, and their 
being saved together ends the stor 


happily. 


Though sailormen may pick tech- 


illy at the film, t atmospnere 


nit 


of impending danger in the fog is 
cleyerly done. Comedy is supplied 
by Arnaudy, who impersonates a 


stupid passenger. 
A fair progran 
ously small cost. 


subject for obvi- 


~ Mavi. 


by Brigitte Helm, is a sophisticated 
lass of the modern generation and 
decides to give the lad ri ~ 
} Ings hin to Vienna ind « I é t 
inte Put he doesn't like 
cie i night life angles 
ly break off to go back 
lo.ed Naples 

Handled well and Mi He 
makes the girl likeable. Quits 
sceni beauty in the early pa | 
the t half, in Vienna ' 
COMpierel musical, Zz id hi 


ling 
la few good outdoor shots and nice 


| Jean Perier 


which even after considerable par- 
down, seems antiquated. Has 


musical adaptation, but film is mis- 
cast, unconvincing, and has a bad 
finish. Marcelle Romee is miscast 
as the flighty female who, in a Rivi- 
era hotel, suddenly falls in love with 
a guest who commits suicide be- 
cause he realizes that she is easy. 

Willy Rozier, who does the male 
lead, ard Maurice Lagrenee, ws 


|for an operation in hope of saving 
| her life, 

Antonio Moreno’s first effort 
director, and looks as though he just 
walked through the job, 

| While ostensibly starred, Lupita 
| Tovar’s acting is negligible. Doesn't 
| mean necessarily that she can't act, 
but the footage is cluttered with 
passive close-ups that express noth- 
ing. And most of them from the 
same angle. 

Don Federico either was happy to 
see his work on the screen in any 
form, or hadn't viewed the film at 
the time he posed for introductory 
footage explaining why he wrote the 
story. 

It won't do much to establish 
| Mexico in the picture industry. 


as a 


RODA DAGEN 


(‘Red Day’) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 


Scensk production and Scandicanian Film 





release. Direction, Gustaf Edgren; sce- 
nario, Soelve Cerstrand and Gustaf Fdgren. 
At the Fifth Ave. Playhouse, New York, 
week May 20. Running time, 70 mins. 

ANGOTBON ..cccrccsceses ...-Sigurd Wallen 
FBis Wik... ccccccecces .Dagmar Ebbesen 
BER BOT. 060s cceeccestoe .Sture Lagerwald 
His daughter............ Lill-Tollie Zellman 
Wibaeck oo Ke ob0ssecbes ..John Brunius 
4, 2 EPROP ee Aree Nils Jaconson 





By, for and of the Swedish race. 
Too much dialog and too little ac- 
|tion to have the slightest meaning 
to anyone no. thoroughly familiar 
with the language. And for those 
who do speak the language, film’s 
sole draw on this side of the ocean 
will lie in the language alone and 
the good old patrie angle. 

Story is one of those made-to- 
order things. Young man is an 
ardent communist. His sister is in 
love with an ardent Fascist, Big 
Red Day is coming. with political 
clashes and bloodshed probable, so 
sis manages to get each of the lads 
arrested for insulting her and they 
;can't get out till the fireworks are 
|over, so they kiss and make up. 
For laugh purposes a.k. parents of 
both the lads are brought in to do 
some shouting and arguing. 

Photography, sound and direction 
just about make the grade. Kauf, 





MICHE 





does the ungentlemanly friend 
warning him about the lady, are} 
not happily cast. The only relief is} 
as a foolish colonel, and | 
Berubet as a comedy | 
who falls in love with 


Magdelaine 
old woman 
him. 

An unsuitable story 
lieving technique. 


with unre- 
Mavi. 


Vous Serez Ma Femme 


(You Will Be My. Wife’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 





Paris, May 20. 
Produced by Alfred Zeisler. Distributed 
by A.C.E. (Ufa) Directed by Serge de} 
Poligny From a scenario by Louis Ver-| 
neuil Featuring Alice Field, Roger Tre- 


lle and Lucien Baroux. 


would be worth mentioning 
not an instance of the 
standard of what can be! 
upon the publie by exploit- 
ing their feelings against dubbing 


Film 
if it were 
terrible 


foisted 


(FRENCH MADE) 
aris, May 9. 


A Paramount Joinville production. Parae 
mount release, Directed by Jean de Mar- 
guenat From a scenario by Etienne Rey, 
Recorded Western Electric. Running time 
*) minutes. Paramount, Paris, April 28. 
ES ee ee eee ...Suzy Vernon 
Jieques Peyrieres ..«+-Robert Burnier 
Madame Sorbiet,.... ..Marguerite Moreno 


Comtesse Fisera.. se -Edith Mera 
Madame Cxsepezaud....Magdelaine Perubet 
BD SEIN o:sc500 +0 b0esenees Dranem 

Very different from American 
productions, but for France an un- 
questionable hit, as evidenced by 
the audience being kept happy for 


|the full run of the performance— 
and showing it There is not much 
in the story, and production is not 
particularly ambitious, but it does 
not drag. and it is acted in a wav 
which gets continual laughs from 


the audience by Marguerite Morena 
and Dranem—both local hits. From 
the B.O. point of view, {t is a good 
local bet, with increased chances for 


fa’s local subsidiary, A.C.E., has} *% , 
idopted the slogan that they do! t%@ provinces, 
not distribute any dubbed films , Most of the story takes place in 
This means that they are pro- Switzerland, giving it a chance for 
|ducing French films; but product |0Ut-door sports, a good deal of 
such as this is unworthy of the | Which is clipped from newsreels, be- 
screen, and merely looks like cellu- sides other photo ti icks, keeping 
loid shot by amateurs on a very | COSt of production down 
etchy continuit ind =6without Suzy Vernon, who is making con- 
inv rehe | No question that iderable proare late! doe the 
uch stuff can only show how mu rl who love i voung painter, and 
ore enjoyable worthwhile prod who is give by him because he 
ct, suita dubbed, is. Yn rs affoirs with married women. 
Story, showing a wife giving up leads him on to believe that she 
i flighty husband for a persistent | is married to a provincial lawyer, 
over, might have been accepted it Ine by Draner the painter 
itably treated and not positive! eally falls for he nd marries her. 
tel ed Ve gue and acting 1! MI eT aunt eX- 
keeping Mavi. (Continued rt page 62) 
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Your 














ood fortune 
and Ours’ — 


says N. Y. News’ Irene Thirer 











And that goes for you too, Mr. Exhibitor! Smart showmen 
the country over are rushing to book this surprise box office 
smash of the season—as every New York reviewer without 


exception raves over “‘Reserved for Ladies’? and New York 





Paramount audiences eat it up! Just what you need to keep 


our patrons happy right now! 


























a i ee 





AMERICAN 
‘As lovely romantic comedy as 
the screen has seen!”’ 


TIMES 
‘Genuinely refreshing, intelli- 
gent fun!’ 


MIRROR 
‘*An amusing talkie... cleverly 
written ... intelligently acted.”’ 


HERALD-TRIBUNE 
*“‘Leslie Howard’s performance 
alone worth a visit.”’ 


TELEGRAPH 
**You’l like Reserved for Ladies.”’ 


SUN 
“Bright, smart dialogue.” 


WORLD TELEGRAM 


“One of the most thoroughly 
warming, chatming pictures in 
a long while... assuredly worth 
your attention !”’ 


POST 
“Deft and lilting comedy !°’ 


Alexander Korda production 
Story by Ernest Vajda 


= 
GRAPHIC 


**Completely fascinating story— 
with the most finished actor on 
the screen!”* 


JOURNAL 


‘Delightful comedy—a_ picture 
you'll enjoy!’ 





PARAMOUNT 





a] 
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PUNCH-DRUNK FRISCO 
HAS ANOTHER WORRY 
ke 


te San Francisco, May 30. 

} WNearly punch-drunk from dog and 
horse races, boxing and wrestling 
matches, dirigible exhibitions, pa- 
rades, swell weather and poor pic- 
tures, local theatre managers feel 
certain they have 
confronting them, 

battle. 

It happens it will be like no war 
before it. 
to seven and eight cents a gallon 
and at that price half of San Fran- 





another worry 
A gasoline price 


cisco can travel out of town, argue | 


the theatre men. 

It’s all traceable to the recent de- 
feat of the Sharkey bill which the 
big oil companies hoped to crush 
out their smaller competitors and 
boost the price of gas. However, 
the bill was defeated and the large 
concerns have up their sleeve a 
well-developed plan of price slash- 
ing that is slated to be unleashed 
very soon, 





Two-Bit Picture Mats, 
$2 Lectures at Night 


Pittsburgh, May 30. 


The Fulton theatre here, a Shea- 
Hyde first-run house, will try some- 
thing new next week when it brings 
a $2 lecturer in under a reserved 
seat policy to alternate with a two- 
bit picture. The lecturer is Dr. 
Powell, Christian Scientist, and he’ll 
deliver his spiel at the Fulton every 
night at $2 for reserved seats. 

From opening until 6 o’clock in 
the evenins, house will show its 
regular feature picture at the regu- 
lar 25c scale. After that it will be 
shut up to await the $2 night crowd, 
if any. 

Shea-Hyde also doing the same 
Btunt in their Akron, O., house, 





Robb-Rowley Return 


Harold Robb and Ed Rowley, in 
New York on one of their frequent 


visits, left Saturday (28), to re- 
turn to Texas, 
Of R&R’s 60 houses, some of 


them, in Arkansas, are co-operated 
with Publix. 








FANCHONé MARCO 





+ Featured Acts - 





BERNIE end WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 








NOVAK e4FAY 


“All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 








RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 


Mae Murray’s “Parisian Revue” 








JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” 
Mae Murray’s “Parisian Revue” 








STEVE SAVAGE 
As 


“JOE E. BROWN” 


With “Star Night” Idea 
Dir. HARRY LEVINE 








GILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 











JOE and JANE 


Mc KENNA 


Headlining 
STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 
“Stitch In Time” Idea 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 

















Gas prices will be down | 





| checking, 





|}exclusive booking, 


RKO Drops Englewood 
And Beattys Pick It Up 


Chicago, May 80. 

RKO last week turned back the 
southside Englewood, former vaud- 
film spot, to the owners, Jane and 
Edvard Beatty. In so doing the 
circuit forfeited $4,500 which had 
been posted as deposit on the lease. 
RKO took the house over in 1923. 





The lease was to have run until 
next February. 

Theatre his been running straight 
pictures Beatty started operating 
the spot on his own yesterday (29) 
the day following RKO’s with- 
drawal. Will run double features 
on a daily change, but will drop 


back to repeats on the competing 
Warner Stratford and Publix-B, & 
K. Southtown. 


B&K Change Supes; Add 








Wallerstein and Newhafer 





Chicago, 
Publix-B. & K. 


May 30. 


last week shifted 


its entire theatre supervisory staff, 
which resulted in the moving of the 
three former supes, Les Dally, 
Harry Lustgarten and Carl Strodel. 
Only one remaining is Dave Bala- 
ban. 

Coming as replacement for the 
three shifts are Dave Wallerstein 
and Lew Newhafer. Wallerstein 


has been John Balaban’s assistant. 

Lustgarten leaves this week for 
New York for assignment in the| 
office of Milton Feld, divisional di- | 
rector of the Chicago area. Dally is 
also scheduled to go to New York, 
but not yet specifically. named, Stro- | 
del remains here on special duties. 

Under the new setup, Wallerstein 
takes loojhouses, Chicago, Oriental, | 
McVickers, United Artists, and the 
neighborhooders, Tivoli, Uptown, 
Fuwradise, Southtown, Tower, Mary- 
land. Dave Balaban will handle the 
Marbro, G-anada, Harding, Riviera, 
Century, Congress, Pantheon, Co- 
vent, Senate, Belmont, Roosevelt 
and Belpark. Newhafer, formerly 
manager of the Gateway, takes that 
house and the Norshore, Varsity, 
Berwyn, State, Central Park, Nor- 
town, Crystal, Manor, Alamo, La 
Grange and Biltmore. 





Jones Leaves Loop-End 


Chicago, May 30. 
With business consistently off, 
Aaron Jones is. stepping out of the 
Loop-End Thursday (2), with the 
house going dark until Monday (4), 
when ‘Primrose Path’ (Griever), in- 


die sex flicker, goes in on a rental | 
Picture will have | 


and percentage. 
lecturer along with it. 

Policy of the house is being ad- 
justed, with the price scale going 
to 25-35. It has been 15-25 with 
double features under Jones’ last 
venture. Jones is giving up his of- 
fices in the Loop-End building and 
moving to the Weods building next 
week, 





ROCKY MT. EXHIBS CONV.. 
Denver, May 30. 

Annual meet of the Rocky Moun- 
tain Theatre Owners’ association at 
the Brown Palace hotel, 
June 7-8, will open with greetings 
from Pres. R. J. Morrison of the 
Denver Film Board of Trade and 
Betty Craig, picture critic of the 
‘Post.’ 

Exhibs will discuss block book- 
ing, Gerald Whitney; 
M. P. Foster; double 
Harold Rice; zoning, Gus 
Kohn; theatre management, L. J. 
Finske; analysis of new product, 
Harry Huffman; public relations, 
Jerry Zigmond; greetings from A. 
De Bernardi, dramatic critic, 
‘News’; advertising and exploita- 
tion, Steve Brodie and Joe Dekker; 
Harry Huffman; 
Echulte; theatre re- 


bills, 


taxation, Ed 


here, on | 


percentage | 


year’s program for Principal Pro- 
ductions. 


12 Features, 59 Shorts 
On Principal’s Program 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Sol Lesser has set the tentative 


os 
features, 





Schedule comprises 12 


Exhib Claims Family 
Too Much for Him 


Steubenville, O., May 30. 
Suit for $15,000 has been insti- 
tuted in Jefferson county court by 


—s 


RKO-HUFFMAN POOL IS 
PROPOSED FOR DENVER 








Louis Velas against Louis and Mary 
Bourg of Yorkville. 
According to the suit Velas leased | 


| indie 


Pooling of the three Huffman 
houses in Denver with the 
i;RKO Orpheum has been 
to RKO by M. H. 


proposed 


Huffman, owner 








20 three-reelers of varied types, 26| the theatre at Yorkville from the | ; ] 
; 5 or} of the Tabor, Aldine and Rialto the- 
two-reelers, 13 single-reelers and| Bourgs for an eight-year term. He . s¢ . 
one serial, llater formed a partnership with | atres. The proposition calls for 
Features will include a remake! Louis Bourg, son of the defendants.| Huffman to be the operator of all. 
of ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ and several of | Velas claims the Bourgs conspired | re geal hasn't progressed further 
[the Harold Bell Wright stories|to obtain possession of the house. t] thi ional stage, © t 
. 3 : ni S proposition: stag ut 
previously made by Principal Pic-| When this failed, Velas asserts the ae us prop SONGL SUES, “OU 
tures. Picked for the three-spool-| defendants spread rumors of di-|incications from RKO are that it 
ers to date are ‘Hiawatha’ andj|content and injured the good will|may be worked out 
‘Minnehaha,’ Indian romances. Se-| of the theatre so that trade fell off.) Huffman came east ostensibly for 
rial will be ‘Tarzan,’ which was set | Velas also contends that Louis/this purpose with reports around 
to go in several months ago, but| Bourg, Jr., failed to place any of/ that he may have made similar pro- 
held back due to Metro’s ‘Tarzan of |the money in the bank, as agreed! posals to pool with Fox or Para- 
| the Apes.’ | upon, | mount if either is willing. 
A LOEW PRODUCTION 4 LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION 





(May 27), Paradise, New York 





BENNY 


DAVIS 


And His New Array of 
FUTURE BROADWAY STARS 


sae 
SIS and BUDDY ROBERTS 
MARTHA RAYE 
RAY SAXE 
JACK STARR 
JACKIE GREEN 
SONNY O’DEA 
THREE RYANS 
DANNY WHITE 


2 
Commencing Fourth Tour of the 
LOEW DE LUXE THEATRES 


“HELLS-BELLES” 


(May 27) Capitel, New Yerk 


STONE and 
VERNON 


Casino de Paris 
13 MONTHS 


The Suave Deceiver 


CARDINI 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


CHESTER HALE’S | 
DANCING BELLES 














3—McCANN SISTERS—3 


Direction CHAS. V. YATES 


“FRIVOLITIES” 


— (Week May 28), Loew's, St. Louis 


ail GEORGE 


DORMONDE 


as . . , ? 
Scientific Nonsense 
Johnny Hyde, Morris Office 


TOMMY and BETTY 


“The Dancing Wonders” 


Lir.: Wm, Morris Office 


W. E. RITCHIE 


“The Original Tramp Cyclist” 
The Bicycle Ballet 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FRIVOLITY GIRLS 


Dir.: 




















| ports, C. J. Stevenson; two-for-one | 
admission, J. I. Gundy; arbitration, 
Emmett Thurmon; resale of adver- | 
tising accessories, Dale Klein; uni- 
form parcel post and express rates, 
Thos. Murphy; legislation, Frank 
Kelley 
RIV, BALTO. REOPENING 
Baltimore May 30. 

The Rivoli, once this town’s de- 
luxer, dark since its receivership | 
regime, will reopen June 3. The 
bankers who are holding the bag 
have crganized the Rivoli Amuse- 
ment Company to operate the 
house. 

Clyde V. McKay is the new man- 
ager, while Henry D. Matcher, 
house manager during the long 
iregime of Guy Wonders and then 


‘the new 


Frank P1‘ce for the Wilson Amuse- 
ment Co., will resume that post for 
operators, 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“KEEP KLOWNING” 


(May 27), Valencia, Jamaica 


COLLINS | 
PETERSON | 


Direction:—SAM LYONS 








A FLING OF FUN 
STAN 


KAVANAGH | 


Dir.:—AL GROSSMAN 





CHESTER HALE’S 
24 BEST STEPPERS 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932” | 


___ (Week May May 28), Michigan, [ Detroit 





SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


*‘Croonaders of Song”’ 


Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


PEG LEG BATES 


World’s Greatest Monoped Dances 
Dir.: Nat Kalicheim, Wm. Morris 
Agency 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-LITERS 


Sam Lyons 











JIMMY 
| 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 
“DIVE IN” 


(May 28), Palace, Washington 


JACK . 


PEPPER 


“Pepping Up the Show™ 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 


MACK, HAROLD and 
BOBBY 


niet noe KIDDIN’” 
Dir: CARGILL-DOBSON 


JEANNE DEVEREAUX 


PREMIER DANCER 























“THREE SCREENS” 


(May 22), Penn, Pittsburgh 


LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DANCE DREAMS” 


___ (Week Week May 26 28). _ State, _Clevetang 





| 
| 
| 
LOEW PRODUCTION 
| 
| 


HAN EY FRANKLYN | 
CHANEY | DYAMORE | 


with 


JACK LANE 


AND 


FOX 


‘Dancing Stars of 
Two Continents’ 


‘De You Want 
to Wrestle” 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde Dir, Alex. Hanlon 











Buck = Bubbles 


“Rhythm ps Sale” 


Persona! Direction: Nat Nazzaro 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FORWARD MARCH” 


(May 28), Loew's, Rochester 


Terrell & Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Dir.: Eddie Meyers 











IVAN TRIESAULT 


Famous International Dancer | 
and Pantomimist 


OLIVE SIBLEY 


“The Songbird of Two Continente” 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 


MARY MILES ! 


Hollywood’s Acrobatic Sensation 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 





Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


LOYALTA’S 


“Arabian Stallions” 
Dir. Chas. V. Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 











LOEW PRODUCTION 


* “BARISIENNE”’ 


Jersey City 


AL JOSEPH | 
NORMAN | GRIFFIN | 
2? Comedian ? | 
Distinctive ' 

Thanks te Styles in Songe | 
Johnny Hyde | 

i 

| 


on _28), Loew's, 





FRANK RADCLIFF| 


with 


GENE RODGERS 
“DARK DOINGS” 


Dir CHAS. FITZPATR! K 
THE 
DIR: JOHN HICKEY 


ANITA AVILA 
JACK NILE 


DANCERS 


Style — Sophistication — Humor 


SILVIA NELSON 


Singer of Charm and Beauty 

















A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“BROADWAY REVUE” 


(May 28), Coatury, Baltimore 


—— —--—_——— i 


STARRING 
HARRY 


ROSE 


“The Broadway Jester’ 


Win. Mor ris 





sane 2 
THE TELEPATHIC HUMORIST 


NORMAN 


FRESCOTT 


.: << urgill and Dobs on 


BUSTER SHAVER 


and 
OLIVE & GEORGE BRASNO 
“Brief Moment” 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WESTWARD HI-HO” 


_(Week May 28), State, Syracuse 


BARCLAY 


FOUR 


CARLTON BOYS 


“Knockin’ Around” 
__ Per. I Dir. : t Irv. & Chas Vv. Ye Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 
Hi-HO GIRLS 
OSCAR RAGLAND | 


ROBT. G. PITKIN 
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_... INDUSTRY ON ITS FEET! 
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W RUBEN-PAN —— | = . 
WEEK -TO- WEEK) ru nse ni] *timiem? —- | Coast Houses Reviving Old Hits 




















Former UA Showcase The height of optimism has 
a been reached in Jackson, Tenn. M “1 
,) Mispeapolia, May 36. Publix landlord there, in all || or oll $; pum les 
b 


























4 Following its abandonment by seriousness, asked the chain to |! 
Alexander Pantages, the Pan here buiid a new theatre to replace || 
IN CASE oi ong ag ig Well-Worth the old one which burned down |} ¢ vue habe 
Theatre Co., headed by Harold Ru- in February 
ary, ! 
ben, one of the sons of the late SHOWLESS TOWNS Los Angeles, May 30. 


I. H. Ruben of Finkelstein & Ruben, | This territory is playing about 


oe which sold its Northwest circuit to} DIME GRINDS RUINING Butler, Pa.. Without Cinemas Due| 150 dates weekly of two and three- 
| to Operator Unions year-old hit talkers, which exhibs 


Most of the country’s theatres, in- Publix. Harold is a brother of Ed- 


“ s die Ruben who, until recently. was | ? ——-— | would rather book than quickies on 
luding de luxers, will prate ee . a HOU E - ; 
et ad 2 operate On @ | division manager of Publix here. . Pittsburgh, May ) their double bills. Operators and 





























4 week-to-week basis from now until The theatre, to be operated as ol | The nearby town of Butler is}|™ajor exchangemen are unanimous 
Labor Day or beyond. Scores have| 19c. third and fourth run grind | Minneapolis. May 30 M film entertainment as the| /™ their reasoning that the old suc- 
; : ole eadte ° ‘ : : . ei : 4 apoius, Mi ALB i cesses, with lenty of productior 
been placed on advisement, with re- He , Seats ni arly 1,600 and is lo- | Abundance of 10c pi tures here |result of a walkout by operators | lue : , y ‘ ” 3 
; 2» cated on one of the busiest loop aaa a : } ; j value and marquee names, are pref- 
quired notices to stagehands, op- ae 1 ; y hn 11S blamed by loop first-run theatre | when the could not reach &@ WaZ@larahle + a with ' re 
a corners. t OrTripinahy nousec an- managers it mart for t mM ‘ Tree) nt ‘ t} he he : ; ied ns ia = 
erators and musicians for protection lt TP sa : 7 nanagers 1 i part tor the almos e! igZ ¢ with the owners Pwo! nievars 
I tion a Ss vaudeville and pictures. | tire collapse of their business d houses were affected, the Butler | Ww inly F 
a ies a " er ' ited Artists P - . s 4 > Mia ze ‘ A — hile some houses, mainiy FOx- 
in the event of a sudden desire to niteg Artists had it leased foi jing recent weeks. With economy a (WB) and the Capitol (Publix). A | west c t, advert oe the v t yrod 
sti . sain ay ei | 4 +\ s Mist at ertise ne > od- 
close. ry of the present season, but did | watchword, former customers are bigger cut in salary than the pro- uct as revivals. th ' tie : n 
} no ex ee ite : ‘ ; tthep ‘ : , free eet eat er j;uct as re als, e indies are using 
While this is strictly a move by the 1 > ga its option to renewi now waiting to see their pictures | jectors are willing to accept has them without excuse 7 
' : mercies for a dime, instead of paying 50c | been demanded acs" re 
the operators to enable h >. a a es ee we ‘ —— f paying 90 - 7 | United Artist exchange has P 
I them to I antages inability to effect ajor 75c to the loop show houses, the! Two other houses in Butler, the yoted ti: aA eal ; sa bea ae 
meet almost any emergency, numer- | Substantial reduction in the $27,500 |managers say. Exchange managers | State, indie-owned, and the Ma- | dustir ye a } < Seaauiiee a porta 
. i ¢ . Ne P : . s P , 8 ig of such pictures as * - 
ous houses technically facing clos-|P®® ®"2mnum rent caused him to/also admit the problem is a grave | jestic, also WB, have been dark for | ie dd.’ ‘Th > Li - 3" taf 
ing will go through the s . abandon his lease. He was privi- | one. months. Coe, iree Live Ghosts, Raf- 
Where thev can’t make tl he <a leged to do this by sacrificing all Practically all independent neigh- | a As — and Paget frespasser 
' ‘ ak 1e grade,| kee : : ne of the interesting factors in 
er = : equipment and furnisl es inst: > borh 1 yuUSeS are a 10 a “- 
they will go dark. Where the losses a pl he sen inst ulled ol ood i useS al on a 10 | idmi: - ‘ * the exhuming of old film is the ele- 
will be greater than if operating y him, said to represent an ex- | Sion basis, that scale prevailing ur [wo P.A Ss Z 1-Sheet ty R t 
ees st ans, |penditure of nearly $100,000. It is|til 7:15 nightly while there at a ' iO POPUlArity. SCCONE 
they will continue open. : t ; ‘ = il ieips : == , uppearances of r >tohmes 
Hope fcr praer nee AP reduction said that the Well-Worth Co. will | many nights when the admission is Themselves for Jobs i F ny B y . me 
; “s e etic Pad : aps | ‘ 7 e * ing miny orice iave rrougn 
de at Lope | pay a rental of $25,000 : ar a dime all through the evening. The 
fin rents, difficu't to obtain in some 7 a vo yee sahil gg re planes s “y phon : Hollywood, May 80 | ‘Putting on the Ritz’ and ‘Be Your- 
f | -_—— —_—_—- | ( Ss ©€¢ Z > re & ) > ' “fa : ; ' 
spots, adjustments on film rental i he ee eee . apt ee ‘ . [self out of the mothballs 
and possibility of further cuts f Bi ‘ that if it waits long enough it can Couple of former Fox-West Coast , 09 
( ss y ¢ ‘ther ¢ rom . . : f‘ : 2 » ‘ . . aa " o cadio is doing a goo business on 
. f . . see all the ‘good ictures’ for q/| Publicity men are using 24-sheet : = 
the unions, is influencing advise- ill Robinson’s Talker dime ag ‘| billboard loce tions around one to | Cimarron, and Metro reports be~- 
ents on ses ¢ is time after 5 4 ° Tie As : — , a ' ‘en 30 an wee ing 
_ S , ‘ hou - it this time after Booking on 50-50 Basis The dime admission evil is not en- |#et them jobs, They are Charles | cweer ) and 40 weekly bookings 
ruitless attempts up to now to gain a” ba ltirely confined to the nabes. The| Ver Halen and Gus McCarthy, who | °f middle-aged features. 
sie eG ch ik aes i } 2 ' .* enter a : pes , , | 2man ‘ong : sicals 
ee ee eee ‘H rl m Is. Hea’ s colored talker, |1o99p contains many 10c grind houses jwere the mainstays during the Demand is strong for musicals, 
. . ‘ rf arle ~ ms hic : ‘ . are . Thi . ; , tae | Lic i “ese ar Ww 
ae is hoped that landlords will eae “ a rt Me in Fy ni h the | which are doing a profitable busi- | Frank Whitbeck regime. Tell in| whic h, W ith present dearth of new 
ease up on the rents when they see | ™ ; star has a sharing 4r-/ness while the larger  deluxers five lines that they know all about | tune films, indicates that exhibitors 
that the operators are flirting with ie anes. ‘or the producers (irv- | cufter. Among these houses is the | Showmanship, can sell and exploit poste ee ee eee ee 
Snginoe im = ‘ " —e ig é Ss ¢ Tishmée “2 "Nex : ‘thing j j ! is ‘ , ° ae > 
closings in a wholesale way. i R. 7 rand a. Pishman & © Neal) | Palace, operated by Publix and do- ; anything and will Celiver. | this form of entertainment. 
Chains are not beyond closing on" nec ; Friday (27) _at the Renais- | ing exceptionally well. Moreover, | Stunt not original, however, as " ean ; ‘. es ” 
down groups of theatres in given; S#nce in Harlem (New York) on &| more of the 10¢ loop grind houses | Tom Keed, now a Universal scenar- | F -W C ( ripples 2nd Run 
situations as a result of the advise- | Percentage booking of 50% straight] are in prospect. It is announced | ist, pulled the same thing after the | . 
ments. Publix has discussed that | from the first dollar. 'that RKO will reopen its Seventh | death of Tom Ince, whose publicity | Opp. with Lower Top 
' for ‘ 3’ and ‘C’ houses in slews in Other dates, also in theatres in | St. theatre in the fall with a dime | he handled. He landed the Uni- Los Angeles, May 30 
various parts of the country. emores sections of cities, are Royal, | grind policy while a new inde- versal publicity job as a result. |} Price war is on between “West- 
Required notices on stage shows, Philadelphia, Saturday (28); Royal, | pendent theatre company is taking - — . land's new Leimert theatre and 
including Fanchon & Marco Ideas, iaaeemiaes, ba se yesterday | over Pantages to run it as a dime . » | Fox-West Coast Adams and Mesa 
re ‘ircuits, indi onday); Booker T., i fashing- |; tant So ‘ ‘ : sie tyes 
vaude circuits, indie bookers, etc., 4 ~g,t. “teh : in W ashing |admission third run house. | Exhib Sues Par for 10 G $\ all in the same neighborhood. 
are also being posted for protection. | ton, D. C., Friday (%); Regal, Chi- —_-—_——- ——— a Leimert which opened last 
atest is a f reeks’ ; cago, June 17, and Roosevelt, Pitts- irmingham, May 30. “n € 
Late st is a four weeks’ notice to ; g& igor ane d ee t, 2 eee - 4 . ee ; ois |month, established its admission at 
F. & M. on Dallas, effective June 16, | burgh, Friday (3). Chicago booking (Chamberlain Appeal Fails, | Attorneys for the Temple last) 39¢ and gets product after it has 
. . s i - . j . Ps 
when stage shows will probably be |i5 with Publix. week filed a breach of contract suit| played the Adams and Mesa. Two 
withdrawn following RKO’s move in Except for Washington, which | Theatres Go on Block | 8gainse Paramount-Publix in cir-| jatter houses immediately cut their 
| that direction last week, plays vaudeville, picture is being | Pottsville, Pa., May 30 ;}cuit court here asking damages of prices to 25c and spot-booked pic- 
i Yarkenings inc . | sold o E0% straicht percentage ven + Ss ee . 10,000, : a i : 
; OO ccais Senge SENS Melba, Dallas, ses: aga the 5¢ straight percentage | Another turn in the affairs of the $ Re A ne tures. This held up the Leimert, 
| fe earn ay (2); Queen, Houston, — | Chamberlain Amusements Co., Inc., heat m “i : or a Naar vetween| which had to go to the same sys- 
ay (5) ¢ raed rite i Se SER, A a SE a . é ieatre officials an aré 
Sunday (5) and Strand, New Or }of Shamokin and other coal region | ° ’ ' _ a Paramount | tem. 
leans, today (31 Tl gS <P . iwhen second run yictures rere | ; it j 
eans, today (31). ne State, San k towns. An appeal was taken to| ; on I S were! Adams last week tiited its admis- 
Antonio, went dark Sunday (29). S ouras Awards the Supreme Court, move being ex- taken odio the Temple and given| sion to 30c but the Mesa remains 
are ‘BR’ rag to an r -atre > ‘cording | ; its : ay 
All are ‘B’ houses. Around 48 managers in the Skou- pected to delay the sale by the it ; tl t a - ys — peer pas Cwe Bem Only product piayes 
— _—— - aes | ras New York theatres received $20 sheriff, on a writ granted creditors, | nd ti . : o_o Par was under obli- | by the Leimert before the F-W. C. 
each for their efforts to increase |UMtil next fall. But the case was gation ‘by written contract to supply | houses are the Columbia and Uni- 
‘ . second runs to the theatre until} versal. 





| grosses from February to May.|eard with unexpected promptness cone Pag: z ae Pepe 
FANCHON & MARCO. | Around $4,000 in bonuses and prizes | >Y the Supreme Court in Philadel- | APT! 29, 1932, and that on Feb. 10 Other admission tilts in F.-W. C. 


‘ cesents were awarded various managers, in- | Phia and the appeal quashed. cae management was notified that| houses are the Figueroa, from 30c 
The BANJO KING 4| cluding Morris Thall, zone manager| Properties now go to the North- no film would be delivered after|/to 40c; Manchester, from 30 to 40, 
for New Jersey winner of the $1,000 umberland county sheriff for sale, Feb. 15. and the Scenic from 15 to 25. 


top allowance. Thall offered to dis- | 4@te to be set in the near future. = ae — 


tribute the $1,000 among his house]. Pennsylvania Trust Co., of Read- 
managers. ing, is mortgage trustee and action 

A second contest will run from | »@8 been pressed by a and other 
June 1 to Sept. 15. |creditors for some time. Theatres 


To Follow the 
lare now in the hands of a receiver, 


EDDIE RUBEN'S NEW BIZ | *- © Gribben, Shamokin attorney. | GREATEST STAR BILL 


Minneapolis, May 30. ‘“ 

Eddie Ruben, until recently Pub- RKO Eastern Twist 
oF igen : oF tun — _ “ay In a rearrangement of RKO's | 
Publix heads “ company which will | Bers, Ba eee THE CAPITOL NEW YORK 
operate electrically propelled boats | charge of 11 theatres, Joe Lee takes , 

: sittiies "141, Charles MacDoni'd 11, Louis 


on the lakes here this summer. The | 
; c 1G berg 8, 4 Ss T. L § and ° e 
A El beats will be equipped with radio| GO@Ders 5%, ona 2 ecngageane Lor Mr. Louis K. Sidney Has Selected 

















in the History of 


ae : Harry A. Federman are assigned 
receiving sets, will have a maximum theatres instead of districts 
speed of four miles an hour and pre z : . 


3 ite S| pasa ass ae woes WALTER (DARE 
’ ambers, ¢ j > . 
three air chambers, and will be un Donald to the RKO operating de- ( ) 


partment after having been re- 


«+. Surrounded 
by a galaxy of Tos WEEK sinkable. 


spacialty artists Approving a contract with the} elites: hak cal | 
in a spectacular PARAMOUNT Ruben company, park board mem- | ‘ : Sate ys to Flushi L1.| 
ic gpeerss bers said they were interested pri-| | rose a psd mesalligs she he Bob | 
j by marily in making boating available| #5 “0US@ manager, replace oo” | 
” os = 4.) Hawkins. Latter, one of the few 
NEXT WEEK to thousands who cannot row boats) ""  " 2 a 
. . a 7 » surviving managers of the old Keith 
or paddle canoes. 
circuit days, succeeded Lenihan in 
PARAROUST Flushing last year | 
WOBBER BACK EAST felp » : 











THEATRE 


PORTLAND Another New York district head 





Herman Wobber arrived by plane | -eturning to a one house managerial 


fj in New York yesterday (30) after | host is Harry Federman. Latter | TO HEADLINE 
|conferring with Sam Katz on the | goes to the Coliseum after two years | 

‘nn ae ~ a j > or o- i j E “ 

Coast regarding Paramount-Publix | ,., supervisor of the Bronx RKO} 


theatre policy on Coast. houses. He takes K. K. Hansen's | 

| While in New York he is to make place at the 18ist street spot. 

recommendations taken up with | re Se Sec 

Katz about policy for P-P houses 

| west of Chicago. O’DONNELL-MULLINS TRIPS j 
| 


kh. J. O'Donnell, for southwest, and 


Marty Mullins, for northwest, both This Week (May 26) 


Publix divisional directors, have left 


$ for short trips to their territories. 
Mullins got away Friday (27) for Just Completed a Tour of All Loew Vaudeville 
{ Minneapolis O'Donnell, Publix anit he han Sais 


I est traveler, left Sunday (29) to1 


igg 
bigg 


ee, NEXT WEEK: ORPHEUM, BOSTON 

















—NOW— t cts 
(Week June 3) 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR Scan RKO Realty s 
bw. WwW bgg agae ness of REO Thanks to LOUIS K. SIDNEY, MARVIN SCHENCK, J. H. LUBIN, 
ssessment and tax department, i CHESTER HALE and ARTHUR KNORR, and to a Great Manager, 


PUBLIX-BALABAN & KATZ ere for conferences on ¢ eal SAM LYCNS 
CHICAGO THEATRE—CHICAGO gs sr acest Perrys, Who Speaks a Worse Anglis Than | 
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Tuesday, May 31, 1939 


WONDE 


Sees Nose We Shi rag Digests yas “ate — 
‘ to a Se, & 





: Slogan of : , 
a i right — I see the boys are 


. “Last Spri hile the H 
‘IT'S A PLEASURE. getting out those ast dpring while the Hooey 


€asOn was On, we 
writing ads for hits De Luxe Announcement 5 
ie cinc 
is a 


Books again- Pardon me /et the other folks 


: o smile = write the promises ~ We 
if I rca made the deliveries | 















x " i 1 were " 
, I'd rather "Gee, if I were The demand o 
shooting FP exhibitors an exhibitor Bee aéietthine te, “og 
be te npasster~ More m Say! m-G-M this year with pictures 
Far ie nude = " like ‘Tarzan’ ‘Letty Lynton’ 
ine Pr picture>- 


‘Hell Divers’ and ail the 
other hits !” 





ee : i neue =! “ ° 

kin: ging TL doth. Ihave Oh boy, I just got a peek 
‘Dear Miss np pesinE ME. at the BIG plans fo, M-6-y 
just seen AS Tt will be a next season ~ You've Got to 
Jt is SUPETP’ ih catres 1" hand it to our Studio, Stars, 
life- saver Or Directors etc. - theyre GREar f" 


7 


rts \ 





R WHAT AN 






































QA Ss em ee Oe ae 
































Tuesday, May 31, 1932 


PICTURES 








W. B’S FREE AIR 
SHOWS IRK 
THEATRES 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Around 5,000 potential L. A. pic- 
ture house patrons are snatched 
away from the box offices weekly 
through the open-door policy of ra- 
dio stations, according to local thea- 


tre operators. 

tiggest yelp is against KFWB, 
‘Warner Brothers station, which 
stages a free-for-all for around 


1,000 spectators on Sunday nights 
at its ‘High Jinks’ and a similar 
amount for its new minstrel hour 
Thursdays. 

Theatre men claim it’s a throat 
cutting process for Warners, 
inasmuch as they are taking cash 
customers out of their own theatres 
and away from their own pictures. 


Ten other local stations, theatre 
men’s check shows, play host to 
between 300 and 500 apiece per 


night, all of whom might occasion- 
ally do business at the box office. 


MANY IN CALIF.-ARIZ. 





CLOSED AND REOPENED | 





Los Angeles, May 30. 

Houses in the Southern California 
and Arizona territory closed: Fox, 
Anaheim; Alcazar, Sell; State, 
Tempe, Ariz., for the summer; Roy- 
al, Morenci, Ariz., for the summer; 
Palm Springs, Palm Springs, Calif., 
for “the summer; Grand, Miami, 
Ariz., closes June 12; Bard’s Eighth 
Street, Los Angeles, closed when 
Lou Bard’s lease was up. To be re- 
opened by Lawrence Cohen, operat- 
ing the nearby Rialto. 

Theatre reopened: Harry Hicks, 
former owner, reopened the Gem, 
L. A.; Ojai, Ojai, Calif. by S. Du- 
moulin; Granada, Inglewood, after 
repairs following a fire; Graham, 
Graham, by L. McConnell, owner 
of the property; Willowbrook, Wil- 
lowbrook, Calif., unshuttered after 
several years, with talker equip- 
ment installed by R. L. Strawick, 
new operator; former Gloria, L. A., 
renamed Green Meadows and 
opened by A. J. Woods; Watts the- 
atre, Watts, formerly known as the 
Yeager, opened by Asher and 
Grigsby, who installed W. E. equip- 
ment; Rex, Los Angeles, by Paul 
Fine. 

Changes in operation: Stanley, 
Long Beach, from R. H. Cohen to 
Dave Rector; Tivoli, IL. A., from 
Gore Brothers to Ben Bernstein; 
La Mesa, at La Mesa, Calif., to 
Janet Malbon; Rampart, L. A., from 
Robert Armour to R. D. Whitson, 
after a week’s management by Feld- 
stein and Deitrich. 

New houses: Airdrome, El Centro, 
opened by Herb Norris, former Fox- 
West Coast manager there. 
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Alibis 


Pittsburgh, May 30, 

An indie manager was taking 
in one of the Pirates’ home 
baseball games at Forbes Field. 
About the fifth inning, a friend 
rushed up and told him his the- 
atre was on fire. 

‘Well, I got an alibi, ain't I? 
was the retort elegant, 


L. A. Theatre Ads 
So Hot Hays Mob 


Burning Up Wires 


Hollywood, May 30. 
Torrid sex lines and horizontal 
love scenes in downtown theatre 
advertisements have aroused the 
wrath of the local Hays’ office. 

















Both Warners and Fox-West | 
Coast got the morals slap. Kick 
was aimed at ‘Letty Lynton’ | 
(Metro), ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ | 
(Fox), and ‘Strange Love of Molly 
Louvain’ (WB). 

Local Haysites wired New York 
headquarters where it was found 


that the sex blurbs were not taken 
from the press sheets of the pro- 
ducer- distributors but are of home 
brew. 


Fitzpatrick Quits Polo 
Nags for Publix Berth 


Hollywood, May 309. 
Kenneth Fitzpatrick has _ been 
appointed manager of Paramount- 


Publix coast real estate department. 


He succeeds Percy Kent, brother 
of Sidney Kent, resigned. 
Fitzpatrick, formerly of Fitz- 


patrick and McElroy, has been out 
here for the past six months play- 
ing polo on the Midwick Country 
Club’s first team. 


Publix Shutters Two in 
Detroit-Film Shortage 


Detroit, May 30. 

Publix is closing the Paramount 
and United Artists here, both first 
run straight, picture houses, Clos- 
ing leaves two Publix first runs 
open out of a total of seven. The 
other five closed down over a period 
of a year and a half. The Para- 
mount went dark Sunday (29). The 
U. A. closes at the end of the run 
of ‘As You Desire Me’ in about 
two weeks. 

Picture shortage blamed. The 
U. A. is expected to reopen in Sep- 
tember with the Paramount indef. 

The entire staffs of both theatres 
are being let out with the ‘exception 
of the managers. Roy Kalver of 
the Par goes to the Riviera as man- 
‘ger. Bernie Cobb is unslated as 
ret. 








|PRICE-CUTTING HOUSE, 
__ REFUSED FILMS, SUES 





{ 

Chicago, May 39. 
Five local exchanges and their 
| respective managers were hauled 
into court last week on the plea for 





| injunction by the Rivoli Theatre 
|; company, operating the northside | 
|grind spot. Theatre charged that 
| the exchanges planned to refuse to 
|deliver product already contracted 
for when the house slashed admish 
from 30c to 15 

| Exchanges mentioned are Fox 
Warners, Metro - Goldwyn, Para- 
mount and Universal Distribs ad- 
mitted being ready to hold up 
prints, but made the defense tha 


the theatre in cutting in pr 
fused to shift down on the protec- 
tion, and that as the result the the- 


atre, at 15c, was running ahead of 


houses charging much more. Spots 
lin subsequent weeks of release 
were being forced to slice prices 


| also or be forced out of biz 

Court ruled that the exchanges 
should continue to serve the house 
| wutil Wednesday (1 
| will 





), when the case 


be taken up for actual hear 


| ing 


| Loew and RKO Close 
I Each in Columbus; 


Columbus, May 30. 

RKO Majestic, town’s first and 
only 25c first run house, is ex- 
pected to close for an indefinite 
period within the next 10 days. 
This will bring local films to low- 
est position in years with only 
three first run houses operating 
when the Broad (Loew) closes on 
June 2, 

Understood that the closing of 
the Majestic is the result of an 
agreement between Loew and RKO 
officials to pool their interests and 
charges for the two closed houses. 
In order to take care of the product 
already contracted for these the- 
atres the RKO Palace and Loew’s 
Ohio are expected to go split week 
at least through the summer 
months. 

While no announcements have 
been made by house managers here, 
the exchanges aren't selling ahead 


F-WC Closes Two Coast 
Deluxers to Center Biz 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

Fox-West Coast is closing its de- 
luxe California theatre, San Diego, 
and the Paramount, San Francisco, 
to concentrate what business there 
is. 

Closing the Paramount is a build- 
up for the Fox theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, which has the coast’s heav- 
iest nut. San Diego dates of 
Fanchon & Marco will go to the 
j Fox theatre there. 
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Turf, Dog Tracks’ 


San Francisco, May 30. 
Work, RKO division director, 
sowles, Fox-West Coast divi- 
and Robert McNeal, 
Theatre Managers’ As- 
sociation, called on Mayor tossi 
last week to protest issuance of a 
license to Charles Putnam for ope- 
rating a dog racing track. Stretch 
is to be ktuilt in the old baseball 
park. 

There is 
track at San 
from here. 
requested 
cisco’s 
them 
other 
town. 

Putnam, 
intends to 
races, and 


Cliff 
A. M. 


already dog racing 
Mateo, a few miles 
San Mateo police have 
the aid of San Fran- 
police department help 
get rid of and 
Zyp gentry the 


a 


to 
pickpockets 
attracted to 


if the license is issued, 
run both night and day 
if the hound track gets 
over will probably move it to the 
new baseball plant. Present inten- 
tien of the Coast League is to dis- 
continue baseball after 12 weeks of 
the current season. 





Los Angeles, May 30. 

Local theatre men are none too 
happy over the prospects of dog 
races here. Dog track now under 
construction at Culver City by the 
newly formed California Greyhound 
Racing Assn., is scheduled to open 
July 4. 

Added to theatre men’s other 
worries are plans for construction 
of three turf tracks here, one with- 
in the city limits and two-on the 
outskirts of Los Angeles. 





L, A. ADMISH CUT 
Hollywood, May 39. 

Pantages theatre cutting prices 
for the summer starting Thurs- 
day (2). 

Nights lowered from 65 to 50c and 
children 10c instead of 20. House 
will open at 12:30, an hour earlier, 
with a two-bit shopper’s matinee. 





‘ 








Over Buying 


Accounts which overbuy eon film 
this vear will likely find themselves 
in a jam before the 1932-33 dis- 


tribution year ends with freedom of 


cancellation being drastically cur- 
tailed by the distributing com- 
panies 

Cancellation of product at the 
il nd of the season, an old prac- 

e, is being materially cut down, 
and if the distributor bosses have 
their way it will be eliminated en- 
tirely in future. This includes the 


batches of pictures cancellee by the 
exhibitor over and above the single- 
ton allowed every picture distrib as 
a lift from contract for roadshow- 
ing, as well as the usual 5% of the 
program which remains as custom, 

Distributors are being prodded by 


conditions into taking no chances 
jon urdated business as a result of 
oversold accounts which turn back 


pictures at the end of every season, 
Last year, on the 1931-’32 program, 
one of the major firms had $1,900,- 
000 worth of product cancelled out. 
Distribs annually take cancellations 
in trying to meet accounts favor- 
ably. Thése have either included 
features, shorts or newsreels and 
sometimes a little of each. It be- 
came a practice among sales or- 
ganizations at the finish of each 
season largely on the theory that 
if cancellations were allowed over 
and above the customary 5%, the 
account would sign for the coming 
season's lineup in toto. 


Warning Signal 


But even the ‘dogs’ have to fight 
for returns in the face of present 
conditions, while the big hit films 
are not pulling the rentals they 
would normally obtain. Hence, the 
condition is forcing the distributors 
to a hard-boiled attitude on can- 
cellations, and, at the same time in 
their belief, giving the account a 
danger signal on buying. 

Without benefit of so much can- 
cellation exhibs may be induced to 
try to squeeze more out of his 
signed-for product. This, coupled 
with less overbuying, can lead to a 
widening outlet on product since 
pictures are frequently bought but 
never played, or else sluffed out of 
the way in minimum playing time, 
thereby reducing the distrib’s possi- 
bilities in that particular situation. 


DOUBLING IN BARITONE 
Buffalo, May 3090. 
hired out by the 
Lafayette (independent first run 
house) as assistant manager, was 
this week put behind the footlights 
to accompany the organ numbers, 
when it was discovered he had a 
fine baritone voice, 

Jackson is still doubling as asst. 
manager, 


Bob Jackson, 
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No Shopping, No Golf, Only Work 
For Patricia Bowman, Dance Diva 





Dancers who think it would be!time to do the shops. Miss Bowman 
simply elegant to be premiere bal- | just has to wear old clothes, or com- 
lerina at the Roxy had better in-| mission friends to pick up frocks 
vestigate Patricia Bowman's sched- | according to her descriptions cf size 
ule before realizing | and preference. 

a cherished dream | The 


they set about 


social side of life is minim- 


Miss Bowman's life, for the last | ized for a ballerina at the Roxy. No 
four years, has revolved about the} one wants to go dancing after a day | 
Cathedral Cinema Nothing hap- | dedicated to ballet leaps, jumps and hoarding her wardrobe, but she 
pens that is not directly influenced | intricate beats. Late supper is pre-/| can’t muster the sang froid neces- 
by her job. }; cluded by a diet that stipulates sary to bundling them off to the old | 


With the exception of a two-hour | nothing more than a nocturnal dish 
dinner recess, every moment of her of ice cream. Golf—a sport that 
days is spent at the Roxy, limber-| Miss Bowman loves—is taboo 
ing up, rehearsing, attending fittings | cause walking utilizes 
and costume try-outs. | different set of muscles than those 

Each costume must be studied for|brought into play by dancing. 
its application to a dance routine. | Swimming, too, has a stiffening ef- | 
Next week’s show must°“be groomed fect. Tennis is acceptable, save for 
and polished off while the current | the danger of contracting a severe 
Assignment enlivens the Roxy stage | case of sunburn. Even if these 
four times a day. When a ballet|sports were recommended, when- 
calls for props—a large hoop one | ever would a girl find time to rush 
week, an iridescent balloon the|into country clothes and dash out 
next—the accessories .must be sub-|for a breath of air and sunshine? 
dued by constant rehearsal, so that | 
Miss Bowman may appear graceful , : 
and at ease all the time pr wor- Vacation, perhaps? The Roxy 

igrants a two weeks’ leave of ab- 


rying that the prop may go dancing | : | 
oan ; ls ut midsummer, but} 
off into the orchestra pit. sence along about ° 


Mi . ‘ : iene I 
teporting for performances at 11| Miss Bowman dreads these recesses. 


| 

: iB : ‘ av by without 
a. m. and for two 9 o'clock stage| Four years have gone by 
rehearsals, leaves a girl very little 


| visiting a severe accident or serious | 

illness upon the Roxy danseuse. | 
Strenuous activity keeps her in ex- | 
cellent condition. But just let her 
leave for Atlantic City or a cruise 
to Nova Scotia, and she comes 
down with the grippe, is sent to 
bed with a cruel case of sunburn, 
or sprains her ankle. She'd much | 
rather stay right at the Roxy and 
relax on the roof garden. 


Vexatious Vacash 
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further proof that The Edisoa Breaking in toe shoes is a painful 
is New York's best hotel value. | ta<i. Miss Bowman wears out two 
1000 rooms, each with bath(ewb | pairs a week. Slippers that have 


and a shower), radio, circulae 


The N. ing ice water, large closett. 


Tel. PEansyivania 6-8600 


HOTEL 
47th ST. JUST W. OF B’WAY, N.Y. 


been broken in for painful 15- 
minute periods once or twice a day 
seem like old friends, according to 
the dancer. She can’t get herself 
to throw them away. As a result, 
her dressing room contains two 
large trunks crammed with slippers 
that leak out and scatter under- 
neath the make-up table. Each 
look at them reproaches her for 











Hello America!! 














THE 
‘LONDON PAVILION’ 


Is Going Vaudeville Again 








i The London Press says: 


«“ |. .it was significant, by the way, that the ‘Pavilion’ audience 
should particularly enthuse over the fine jugeling of Felovis. That 


was the real spirit....” 
“THE STAGE.” 


“  ..we marvel at Felovis....seems more than human....’ 
“DAILY SKETCH.” 


“ ...superb juggling by Felovis....” 
“EVENING NEWS.” 


“....you can admire the extraordinary skill of Felovis, the jug- 
Sler.cos 7 
“STAR.” 


“ ...Felovis, not incredibly described as ‘the World’s greatest 
juggler’....” 


“MORNING POST.” 


“_...the world’s greatest juggler....” 
“DAILY TELEGRAPH.” 


“ .,.Felovis is billed as ‘the world’s greatest juggler.” Many of 


them say that, but this time it rang true....” 
“THE ERA.” 


“ ...the most expert international juggler....astonished with the 
ease with which he performed....” 
“VARIETY NEWS.” 








be- | i 
iman is 
an entirely | 





A Sure Thing 


Chicago, May 30. 
the principal mem- 


| 


One of 

bers of the unemployed actors 
| around town was sent out on a 
radio audition that would have 
netted him a cinch job. 

Two days later he still hadn’t 
shown up for the job. Asked 
why, he explained: ‘I’m out 
selling tickets for an unem- 
ployment fund for actors. You 
can't expect me to turn down 


ready money?’ 











clothes man, 

| When she rehearses, 
constantly 
danger of developing ‘dancer’s legs.’ 
Hers are slim and shapely because 
Fokine once warned her that over- 
developed muscles are the result of 
bad training. If you execute one 
exercise that contracts the mus- 
cles, you must immediately follow 


it with a high kick stretch that 
will have a reactionary effect. It’s 
a small enough device for protect- 


ing your appearance but, if it’s on 


; your mind all the time—as it should 


be—it complicates rehearsal activ- 


| ity. 


Makeup Niceties 

Applying make-up whose hues 
will carry to the last rows of the 
Roxy without scaring the occupants 
of front seats is in itself a major 
accomplishment. Miss Bowman 
economizes on rouge superimposed 
over a light grease foundation and 
concentrates on heavy, painstaking 
application of three shades of eye- 
shadow, plus elongating dabs of 


uiss pow.| RKO FIGURE AMATEURS 


aware of the} 





| simultaneously. 








white, and heavy eyelash beading. 
The tout ensemble is a master- | 


piece that takes a good half hour to | 
perfect. | 
| 


Fortunately, Miss Bowman does 
not have to create her own rou- 
tines. They come to her fully out- 
lined by the ballet mistress. But 
in order’ to execute them, she must 
have a thorough knowledge of all 
types of dancing: ballet, musical 
comedy, buck and soft shoe, char- 
acter (eccentric and all national 
folk dances) and modern plastique. 
That takes a bit of doing, as any 


dancer will tell you. | 





Orph’s Split In Davenport 
Davenport, Ia., May 30. 

The RKO Orpheum will play 
vaudeville Saturday-Monday only 
hereafter, with feature films the re- 
maining four days of the week. 

It is the first time in a quarter 
of a century the city has been on 
a hailf-week schedule. 








B&K May Shift Chi 
Deluxers Back to 
Own Productions 


Chicago, May 30. 
Return of the Oriental to loca] 
stage units, with Paul Oscard com. 


PUBLIX’S 2-DAY VAUDE 


At Freehold Strand—Other Jersey 
Towns May Follow 


Publix will use vaude two days a 
week (Fridays and Saturdays) at 
i that circuit’s Strand, Freehold, N. J., 
|booked by Jack Linder. It’s the first 
jindependent booking for Publix 
|since Fally Markus retired from the 








ing back here for the staging job 
| business. and partial revival of the B&K pro. 
Linder’s first show of four acts | duction department, is under way 


| went in Friday (27). Other towns} here. Status of the Fanchon & 
may follow for the summer, includ- | Marco units, which have four weeks 


ing Asbury Park and Long Branch, in town starting out of the Chi. 

which tried vaude for a time earlier ; cago theatre, is unknown. 

in the season. Possibility is that the Chicago 
——— | theatre will revert to its former 


| policy of special stage productions, 
to be built here, with this routine 
|flexible when and if the Publix 
units are set again. With the Par. 
adise, now playing F&M units, 
folding for the summer June 9, it 
leaves the Coast made units with 
but the Uptown and Tivoli in the 
neighborhoods. Special attraction 
policy will also be concerned in 
these “deluxers. 

It is B&K’s plan to stabilize the 


SAVE $40,000 WEEKLY 


Los Angeles, May 30. 
RKO’s opportunity week for 
amateurs will be staggered on the 
coast instead of playing all houses 
Separate dates are 


necessary due to the routing of the | programs. Where the picture is 

four-act units. |} weak the circuit intends to bolster 
Dates for the simon pures’ show- |up the stage regardless of what 

ings are Seattle, June 20-23; Ta-j| units may be playing. 

coma, 24-26; Portland, 27-30; San Policy, when worked out, will 


Francisco, week of July 8, Oakland, 
week of July 18 and Los Angeles, |up on 
week of July 16. ’ 

Idea of the contest is to build 
business locally, and incidentally 
save RKO around $40,000 on talent 
for the one week. 


practically bring back the same set- 
local production that B&K 
had a few years ago and which was 
originally installed by A. J. Bala- 
ban. Talk is still ripe of the latter 
returning to the organization next 
fall. Meanwhile he’s still in Europe. 
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BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 
REPRESENTATIVES 
R-K-O EUROPEAN 
JACK CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER 
1564 Broadway 39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
NEW YORK CITY PARIS N 





LOEW-INDEPENDENT 
AL GROSSMAN 

160 West 46th 8t. 

EW YORK CITY 
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Material by AL BOASBERG 
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Whether Vaude 
Wants ‘Em or No 
Film Names Try 


Hollywood, May 30. 

News that Roscoe Arbuckle and 
Jack Mullhall were both booked into 
the Palace, New York, has started 
a rush of male picture names for 
vaude. In the past week seven of 
them have played local _ tryout 
houses breaking in vaude acts. 

Lloyd Hughes is currently at the 
State, Long Beach, and is the only 
one showing an act wherein no 
mention of his being a picture name 


is made. Hughes’ act is straight 
singing with Nat Young at the 
piano. 


Hobart Bosworth, Montague Love, 
Owen Moore, James’ Kirkwood, 
Lionel Pelmore and Ben Turpin are 
also breaking in. 

Both the Bosworth and Moore 
acts use a reel of pictures. Bos- 
worth has clips of the first picture 
produced in Hollywood and his act 
is written around the evolution of 
pictures. Moore’s spool is a cross- 


fire between himself on screen and 
stage. 
Picture Stuff 
Love, Belmore, Kirkwood and 
Turpin are doing the usual per- 
sonal appearance routines, with 


most of them depending on picture 
incidents for their chatter. 

Agents have a tough time with 
the picture names on break-in 
salaries. The picture meb can't 
figure why they should go out and 
play a date for small dough. Few 
of the local houses pay more than 
$150 for picture players, no matter 
how big the name, and the agents 
have to spend too much time sell- 
ing them to make handling them 
profitable on these engagements. 

State, Long Beach, and the Gar- 
field, Alhambra, both indie vaude 
houses, get most of these picture 
acts. 


BECK AGENTS ALL 0.K. 
TO BLOOM, BECK BOOKER 


With the late changes in the 
waude bookers of the RKO offices, 
New York, it is noted by the agents 
that the names of Joe Sullivan, 
Henry Bellit and Alex Gerber no 
longer appear on the books as acts’ 
reps for the bills placed by Ar- 
thur Willi or Bill Howard. Each 
of the trio of agents was given an 
RKO agency franchise following 
the recent advent of Martin Beck 
with George Godfrey into the RKO 
booking office. 

Whatever the influence applying 
to the newest appointed RKO 
agents on the list, the restriction 
does not appear to apply to the 
Phil Bloom booking book. Bloom 
is booking acts from any or all of 
the three agents. 

Bloom is alsoa Beck appointment 
for RKO, having previously bought 
talent in New York for the Fan- 
chon & Marco units. 





Dancer Tells Judge Where 
He Can Go; No Fine 


San Francisco, May 39. 

Faith Davis, dancer, has had the 
Russ hoofing teacher, Maurice Kos- 
loff, up im municipal court on 
charges of taking $45 on u promise 
of getting her a job in pictures. 

Suing dancer upset the courtroom 
when she told Judge Steiger to ‘Go 
to heil’ after he had postponed the 
case. Judge didn’t fine Miss Davis, 
saying he admired frankness. 








Charges Agin’ Santrey 


Henry Santrey is up on charges 
at the V. M. A. for failure to pay off 
his company for the week of May 7 





at the RKO Palace, New York. 
Other charges against him have 
been filed at the musicians and} 
stagehands unions. 

Complaint for the players was 
filed by Georgie Tapps. 

One-Week Repeat 
Detroit, Mav 30. 

The Mills Bros. have been hooked 
into the Fisher theatre week 
June 4, 





All Personality 





Los Angeles, May 30. 
Agent submitting a master 
of ceremonies to a local the- 
atre was asked if the m. ec. 
were a band leader. 
‘Naw,’ replied the agent, ‘but 
it ain’t hard for a band to lead 





him. 











BECK’S LEGIT GESTURE 


Tells London He Will Produce a 
Revue on Broadway 





London, May 30. 
Martin Beck is here telling peo- 
ple he intends to do a revue in New 
York when he returns, the num- 
bers for 
Albertina Rasch. 


in Berlin, he says, and has already 


Barbette. 








BECK RUSHING 


BACK OVER 
GODFREY 


Martin Beck is rushing back from 
Europe because of the reported con- 
templated dismissal of George God- 
frey as head vaudeville booker for 
RKO. Godfrey, it is understood, 
was to have received his two weeks’ 
notice last Saturday (28), but be- 
tween cables and _ trans-Atlantic 
phone calls Beck persuaded the the- 
atre heads to defer final action until 
his return. 

Beck sailed yesterday (Monday) 
from the other side although not 
due to have hopped a boat until 
June 14 Beck has been abroad 
with S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) in 
search of talent. 

Report is that Beck has also 
asked the RKO theatre operating 
department to delay the let out of 
Asher Levy who was given charge 
of the Chicago office and division 
by H. B. Franklin. 


Coast Musicians 0. K. 
Crosby’s Week at Par 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

Bing Crosby has been booked into 
the local Paramount theatre week 
of July 14. Singer is expected here 
in three weeks to start work on 
'‘The Big Broadcast’ at Paramount. 

Affair between Crosby and the 
Ambassador now being straightened 
out, Crosby can accept any local 
personal appearance he _ chooses. 
Hotel had him barred from work- 
‘ing locally by the musicians’ union 
after he allegedly ran out. Cash 
settlement was made to the hotel 
recently by Roger Marchetti, Cros- 
by’s attorney and former manager. 








Linder Sues Gerstn 


against Frank Gerstn, Long Island 
exhibitor, for $1,000, representing 
estimated income from an unex- 
pired contract in booking the 
Queensboro, Elmhurst, L. I. House 


weeks ago. 
Linder contends he had a 10- 
weeks’ contract on a _ percentage 


Saturdays and Sundays. Basis of 
percentage is asserted to have been 
a 50-50 split. At the time of clos- 
ling the contract had four weeks to 
|go, accerding to Linder. 














RKO Vaude at 30c Top 


Nashville, Tenn., May 390. 
Vaudeville in Nashville returned 
to the price level of 15 years ago, 

at 10, 20 and 30c. at the Princess. 





| Jt is Nashville’s lone vaude house. 


‘Micky’ Unit Changes 


,is 


liollywood, May 36. 
Joe Christy and company out of 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Mickey and 
Minnie’ unit at the Pantages. 


Replaced by Eddie Borden, who 
also subbing for Monroe Bros. 


} . 3} *Jdie - 
Playing the Michigan theatre last /on the same bill, due to Eddie Mon 


week leaves only a one week inter- roe’s broken arm. 


val between local dates. 


Borden assisted 


by Ernie Young and Dorothy Brown. 


which will be staged by | 


He’s looking for. people here and | 


Suit has been filed by Jack J.inder | 


was ordered closed by Gerstn three | 


basis, furnishing a vaudeville show | 


PALACE IN THE BOX 
$18,300 ON 4-A-DAY 


RKO's Palace, New York, went 
into the bucket again last week, its 
second in the grind policy, dropping 
around $7,600 on about a $16,800 
gross with a $9,500 stage bill. It 
brings the Palace’s losses to $18,300 
for the first and second weeks of 
its four-a-day policy. 
| Current stage show, with Jeanne 
Aubert headlining, rates around $8,- 





500 in salaries, as against the $14,- | 


500 opening bill. Sophie Tucker is 
in next week (2) at $3,000. 


Only 3 Weeks of RKO 
Vaude Left in N. Y. with 
Hipp Droppmg Acts 


RKO will drop the vaudeville at 
the Hippodrome, New York, June 10, 
sending the big 6th avenue house to 
straight pictures. It reduces RKO’s 
New York time to three and a half 
weeks, and the total New York 
| vaudeville time to less than 10, in- 
cluding independent. Loew has five 
weeks left. 

The Hipp is leased by RKO from 
the Fred French realty company on 
60-day cancellation basis. Under 
the change the Hipp will play a 
straight film policy for the first time 
| 


LOEW POSTPONES ON 
‘RITA’ AS TAB EFFORT 


Loew's has decided to postpone 





spoken to the Housten Sisters and ' 








| its production of Ziegfeld’s ‘Rio 
| Rita’ as a tab despite a $5,000 in- 
| vestment, 


Condensed version of the musical 
comedy was due to go into rehearsal 
and be sent out this summer. Some 
| 38 weeks had been laid out for the 
| show, between Loew’s own houses 
;and the other circuits, but this is 
, now off until fall. Expectations are 
|that the Loew production depart- 
;}ment will resume its ‘Rita’ intent 
,at that time. Decision does not af- 
| fect Fanchon and Marco’s ‘Desert 
|Song’ tab which also has been 
| booked for summer playing by some 
of the chains. 

Proposition of the circuits to buy 
| the Joe DeMilt-Anatole Friedland 
| ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ tab is un- 
| derstool to be cold. Circuit reps 
| took look at it last week in Jersey 
| City. A deal was on with RKO for 
i'a tryout but this dwindled away. 


Wilsons and Inglestons 
Injured While Westbound 








Los Angeles, May 30. 
While enroute here to open an 
RKO route, George P. Wilson, 


Emmet J. Ingleston and their wives 
were seriously injured in an auto 
j}accident at Albuquerque, N. M., last 
| Wednesday (25). 

Acts of both Wilson and In- 
|gleston were to open at the State, 
Long Beach, Saturday (28). 








‘Rhapsody’ in Tab Form 
| Gets 4 Publix Weeks 


| Publix will provide four weeks for 
| a condensed version of Lew Leslie's 
| colored musical, ‘Rhapsody in 
Black,’ which closed in Chicago 
Saturday (28). Show has Ethel 
Waters. . 

Tab’s first date for Publix will be 
Paramount, New York, Friday (3), 
with Brooklyn following June 10. 

Two other weeks will be Detroit 
and Chicago, dates of which have 
‘not yet been designated. Booked 
by the William Morris office. 


DANCE TEAM’S NIBBLE 


Publix wants Hope Minor and 
Edouard Root, dance team, current 
at St. Moritz hotel, for a week at 
the N. ¥. Paramount and possibly 
to follow with Proo':lyn. Team 
can't go out of town owing to roof 
work. 

If getting together with the cir- 
1it, dancers may go into the Para- 
mount June 3. 





( 


LOPEZ AND B & E 
Vincent Lopez band may play 
eight weeks of vaude for Publix-B 
& K. in Chicago about mid-summer. 





Negotiations for the booking are | 


now underway. 








The Vaude Spirit 


acts playing 
RKO re- 
ceived a wire saying they must 

of salaries. 
Artists read the to mean 
l was 


T + } 
ise S\ ali 


Week 


under contract for 


cut 25% off their 
wire 
in it em- 
phasized. Messages were 
signed by George Godfrey. 
j First reply to the must edict 
received by Godfrey was from 
an act playing in an RKO 
New York house. Answer con- 
| tained one word—Nuts. 


$268,000 3-Way 


Contract for 


that the must 














Seattle, May 30. 
Olsen and Johnson, veteran vaude 
|comics, have a blanket proposition 





| 


before them involving $268,000 for | 
radio, vaudeville and picture ap-| 
pearances, Proposed agreement | 


|covers one year and has been sub- | 
| mitted by the RCA theatrical fam- | 
lily of RKO, Radio Pictures and| 
Deal is virtually closed for the pair 
to broadcast on the Fleischmann 
hour with Rudy Vallee, for 10 weeks, 
jthen pick up a vaude route of 25 
| weeks after which they would be 
| due in Hollywood April 1, 1933, to 
| make three pictures for Radio. 

Olsen and Johnson have been 
partners for years with this con- 
tract the biggest of its kind to date. 
A similar’ proposition was offered 
Ruth Etting some time ago, 
never materialized. 


Schultz, of 


4° 
af 


John the Weeden- 


Schultz agency, left New York Fri- | 


day (27) with the proposed three- 
Way contract to meet Olsen and 
Johnson in San Francisco, Team is 
currently playing for RKO out 
there. 





LOEW’S 9 WEEKS 


Presentation Route Cut with 3 
Dropped Out 








Loew's Metropolitan picture house 
stage will be down to one -week— 
the Capitol—when the Paradise, 
Valencia and Jersey City fold into 
straight pictures for the summer. 
They post their notices June 4. 

Baltimore, which follows J.C. on 
the Loew unit route, will replace 
the Paradise as the opening date 
1 in the event of shows holding over 
at the Capitol on Broadway. 

The unit route, including the 
Publix houses played by the Loew 
shows, will stand at nine weeks 
after the three drop-outs, 


Pearce, F-M Agent, 
Accused of Chiseling 


Artie Pearce franchised Fanchon 
& Marco and indie agent, is wanted 
by the New York district attorney's 
office on a charge of mulcting 
around $200 from Loret and Bert, 
Belgian vaudeville act. 

Turn accuses Pearce of taking the 
| money ‘in installments since Jan. 1 
jon premise of securing an F. & M. 
| His story is that he had to 








route. 
give the money to one of the book- 
ers, the act avers. 


| 
| STAGE SUCCOR 


‘anton, ©., May 30. 


Warner Palace’: new stage show 
policy, starting Saturday (28), 
broke a long standing agreement 


| With Loew's across the street. Man- 
ager George Riester has 
Gienn, NBC team, 
; the first four 
For 
| and Loew's, by agreement, dropped 
stage shows and went straight pic- 

toth have been drawing 
for several months at 40c 


jays. 


more than 





| tures, 
poorly 
top. 


It 


It is helieved 


Binge 


Loew's may also 
shows. 


} 


jswitch to 


ja ¢ oupl 


Olsen-Johnson 


| NBC. 


but 


Gene and | 
from WTAM for | 


} 
two years Palace | 


Palace 4-a-Day Floppo Inspiring 
Legit Revue Reports; Its Effect 
On Radio City 


Being Considered 


If the New Palace's four- 


policy 


York 


a-day doesn't start to show 


something pretty soon—it’s around 


18.000 in the box on the first fort- 


schedule—the ef- 


night of the new 
fects of the failure may reach over 
to 6th avenue and Radio City. 


Theoretical proposition now being 


mulled over for the former and last 
of the two-a-dayers is a scheme 
to produce legit revues for the spot 
at a $3 top and pray that two such 
shows will be enough to send the 
house through a season. This mat- 


; ter, as it stands at present, is just 


effect 
No 

to 
although 
are 


not. take 

the earliest. 
has approached 
an attraction 
known 


an idea and would 
until next fall at 
producer 
put on such 


been 


of well names 


} : ; 
|} being considered. to whom bids may 
ibe offered. 


RKO would stand the 
production expense alone or ask the 


producer to come in on a sharing 
rrangement. 
The results on 6th avenue, if the 


~alace were to become a revue spot, 


; would likely see the closing of the 
| Hippodrome 


and the transfer of 
that policy (eight acts and a pic- 
ture) to the smaller of the two thea- 


tres being erected in Radio City. 
The Hipp is dropping its vaude 
June 10. This future house is the 


one which will have a 3,000 capacity 
and has been designated, to date, 
as the straight picture emporium, 
Theatre, however, has a stage which 
is being equipped by the Rockefeller : 


lend of the construction enterprisé, 


and will be adaptable to vaudeville 


lat any time. 


Discussing Switches 


A spur to the vaudefilm hunch for 
lithe Radio City Roxy, under which 
|name this smaller house will prob- 
lably be known, is believed to be the 
source of film product. RKO, in 
| the belief that its own studio will 
not be able to supply sufficient pic- 
tures for the site, is already look- 
|ing around for outside screen fare 
| with which to round out a 52 weeks’ 
schedule. Hence, the anticipated 
difficulty in obtaining suitable feae 
tures for the house furthers the 
vaude idea for the theatres, 

A switch to vaudfilm would not 
in any way affect the 6,800-seat mu- 
sic hall over which S. L. Rothafel 
will have direct charge, and in 
which he plans but one bill a month, 
There will be no screen fare for 
this theatre, Performances at the 
music hall are being planned on a 
twice daily basis headlining big 
names backed by an augmented 
chorus, ballet, scenic effects, ete., 
with an augmented and prominent 
orchestra in the pit. 

Original p!ans called for Rothafel 
to also supervise the straight film 
house in Radio City, but if the Hip- 
podrome policy were to go in there 
| it would likely relieve him of look- 
jing after two houses and permit 
| him to concentrate on the big house. 
|None of these plans are definite at 
the moment, but RKO heads are 





| starting to give this Radio City 
proposition some thought along 
these lines. - 





Stones-Par Cold 


The entire Fred Stone family of 
five, including Fred, Dorothy and 
Paula, are cold for Publix as a 
presentation act. 

Through Lyons & Lyons they 
asked $10,000. Publix interested at 
about half. 





Eton Boys, from CBS, will open 
for RKO shortly. - 
Boys played with Jack Dennyw 
band at the Palace two weeks ago. 


| 
| Eton Boys On Own 











| “Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


|| Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
‘| over the summer. From now 


‘| untilLaborDay + « * $1.50 


Mail remittance with name ad 
summer address. 
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MAIN EASTERN INDIE AUTUMN PLANS 
SPOTS CUT ACT PRICES **'**.ti"srior3: 30% Sits 








Indepenicnt operators are cutting Independent vaude bookers are 
their allowances to bookers on/| already digging for houses next fall. 
vaude bills, in many towns chopping | Mike Rapf, brother of Harry Rapf, 








Bernard, in Chi on RKO 
Coast Book, Hindered 
By Kedzie’s New Fade 


Depresh Logic 





One showgirl who left a 
$1,000 bill hanging in a smart 
midtown hotel explains why 
and how such sizable hostelry 
fees can be rolled up with lit- 





the budget in half. This follows ar- |0f Metro, interested with others in 
rival of warmer weather. Against;the Palace, Morristown, N. J., is 
it, a whole season’s attempt to re- | among the exhibitors who have al- 
duce overhead through scale cuts|ready determined on autumn vaude. 
by musicians and stagehands has|Rapf has given an order to Jack | 
been mostly unsuccessful. | Linder to book the house starting} 
Largest of the eastern indie sites | Labor Day. He wants five acts on] 
are not exempt from the general/® split 
vaude reducing process. Among the | Another theatre set for the same 
houses ordering slices for their|date is the Park, Caldwell, N. J.,| 
stages is the Paramount, Newark,| operated by the Essoitio interests. 
operated by the Adams Bros. under |It will also play five turns on a split | 
a partnership arrangement with | under plans. 
Publix-Skouras. Another important, Among important indies closing 
eastern first run, the St. George, at | Within the next two weeks but re- 


opening in September are the Em- 
down the cost of its shows. This|bassy, Portchester, N. Y., and the| 
house also has stagehands and mu-| Rialto, Poughkeepsie. 

sicians on a week to week basis. At —tc 
one time the St. George spent as| 


ae rae, weet a, for, 2cts.| Pantages, K.C., Fades Out 
Owing Salaries, Commish 


St. George, S. I, has also trimmed 


has gone 
as $2,200 recently. 


Golub’s Shift 








Chicago, May 30. 
Harry Mc een: Bone Pa Unable to pay oft the acts and 
manager of the Orpheum, Salt I ‘ae owing the local William Morris of- 
City. ‘s Shei, ‘is fice $145 for two weeks commis- 
Quit to assume position of Utah sion, the ' Pantages, Kanes Chy, 
tay , ‘pe : folded last week only to be reopened 
manager for CBS 

the next day under new manage- 

oe ment with straight pictures. 
Morris office, which had been 
nese SYETLE booking the house for the past 
CONLIN and GLASS couple of months, got leery of the 
| situation when the commissions fell 
Enroute RKO |behind and stopped booking the 


house two weeks ago. Last bill, 

composed of Born and Lawrence, 

Harry Van Fossen, The McQuar- 

ries and Dorothy Lang Co., was 

—— - booked by the Bentley agency in 

St. Louis. All the acts had money 

j coming and are still trying to col- 
“ lect. 

HERB TIMBERG Theatre had been operated by the 

| (a 


Topaz Amusement Co., backed by 
} 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 




















from the actors, the Morris office is 
investigating the concern. Informa- 
tion given by the Kansas City 
Ass’n of Credit Men revealed that 
there is already pending $5,000 in 
claims against the theatre with as- 
sets disclosed at but $500. 

A. H. Mack took over the house, 
while assuming no obligations. 











local money men, with L. M. Gor- 
“THE OPERATION” 


man the manager. Contending that 
the house didn’t have the legal 

Week May 28 
RKO Palace, Rochester, N. Y. 


right to hold back its commissions 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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WARNING 


PROPS, MUSIC and MATERIAL of 


CHILTON AND THOMAS 


Are Fully Protected by the U. S. Copyright and Patent 
Bureau at Washington, D. C. 


WEEK MAY 28, LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


(NEW ACT) 
Dir. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY (inc.) 




















Chicago, May 30. tle protest from the manage- 
With the Kedzie, RKO vaude ment. Reasons are (1) that biz 
showing spot, folding last night is bad anyway and (2), as with 
: ‘. : A the case of this girl, there’s a 
(Sunday), the locai booking omies | chance of collecting later. 
of that circuit is again left without | If they ousted her sooner it 
a preview house in town. Kedzie might place a different com- 
has been an in-and-outer the past plexion on the situation than 
: * . when she was the one to walk 
year and this time the Kedzie pater 
|} Amusement Co., owner of the prop- : 
erty, did it itself after a vain try to 
keep the house going. Outfit also| B. & K. NABE NOTICES 
operates the Kedzie Annex, straight ae 


pictures. 


Chicago, May 30. 


»smbarrassing for 
— S to the 


RKO which, after sending Bern | 
Bernard here from the Coast to) Publix- 
book the five act vaude bills for the| B&K deluxe neighborhooders, 
five weeks on the slope, discovered ! Uptown and Tivoli. It’s 
that while there were plenty of acts | week: sinneunenenent tireset ter She 
laying around there was no place to 
see them. 

Lincoln May Return 


Situation is 


Notice issued last week 


musicians at the two big 
the 


a four- 


| lix to be largely 
| case. 
! 
| 


Paradise, third 


protective, just in 


Publix neighbor- 
| hood stage show, has been working 
cover the Congress preview last |on a notice for some time, and will 
week, booked by the William Morris | po dark June 9. Uptown and Tivoli, 
office, and up to now considered op- | if dropping stage shows, will likely 
position to the Kedzie. The R KO} |go double feature. 

booking office is doing a lot of; All three spots are now 
scrambling trying to pick up another | fanchon and Marco units. 
showing outlet or two, with mention | 
of the northside Lincoln as a pros- ‘ 
pect. That house, however, appears Middletown Vaude 
to be unwilling to burden itself with The Capitol, Middletown, N. Y., 
the added expense of providing for | independent, dropped vaudeville 
musicians and stagehands, Saturday (28), for the summer, fol- 
Bernard was ordered here by | lowing recent labor troubles. Ar- 
RKO on the theory of being better | "ival of hot weather also figures. 
able to book the Coast houses from House had been using four acts 
Chicago while he could see what he|°" @ half week. 

was getting. Although there are} —— 

more than 100 acts around this ter- RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
ritory, RKO is handicapped in be- (Week May 28), Oakland, Calif. 


ing unable to spot them any -where | GLORY E. LEE 
for a double-O. and HARRIS TWINS 


Originally slated to stay here for Two JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
a month or more, Bernard may blow (Direction of Sam Shannon) 


back in a couple of weeks unless y | C 0 L j Vv . a 


RKO grabs off some showing spots 
Europe's Gift to America 


in a hurry. It probably will also ‘ 
be necessary for the booker to hop with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 


out of town from this point to look 
CASS, MACK and OWEN 


at acts. 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


It was necessary for Bernard to 





Dropped 



































Only 2 Chi Burleys 
As Haymarket Quits 


Chicago, May 30. 
Haymarket, westside burlesque 
spot, folded suddenly last week. 


Warren Irons:had been operating 
the house with burleycue stock for 
years, and it’s scheduled to try 
again in the fall. 

Leaves only two burly arenas in 
the entire burg, a new low. Re- 





4 








playing | 





es 


; out. 
} men in 


a 
eee 


REPORT OLD COLUMBIA 
MEN IN ON NEW WHEEL 


Reported here that Sam Scribner 
and J. Herbert Mack, guiding handg 
of the original Columbia burlesque 
wheel, are working for a rebirth of 
the burley circuit this coming fall, 





Also mentioned is Gus Hill. 

If so, it will be an almost 
reproduction of the former Colum. 
bia policy. Stripping will be flatly 
Understood that the 
the deal are Mack, former 
vice-president of the Columbia cir. 
cuit, and Hill. 

Hill recently sent out circulars for 
opinions from other showmen for 
the coming season, with the nature 
of his motive not stated. 


exact 


money 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week May 28), Seattle, Wash. 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 
LARRY 
R I CoH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
(Week May 28, Tacoma, Wash. 


THREE BREDWINS 
Athletic Comics 
(Direction of Hugo Morris) 


GERALDINE and JOE 


Stars 
(Direction Weeden-Schultz) 


NAYAN PEARCE 
and JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 
Boyd Davis, Musical Director 
(Direction of Ed. 8S. Keller) 


AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 
In Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 








International Kiddie 











maining are the State-Congress and 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTAC 
the Academy. itis 


(Week May 28), Omaha, Neb. 


THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MASTERS 


AND 


GRAYCE 
in “GESS WHO’TIS 
(Dir. Jess Freeman-Chas. Morrison) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 











Star and Garter, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 24, 

Los Angeles has gone burlesque 
daffy during the past three months, 
one former lesit and ti:ree picture 
houses having gone over to the 
drag-in policy. 

Star and Garter, formerly Gore 
Bros. Moon, is the most recent to 
join the parade. Like the others, 
it offers a honky-tonk brand of 
burlesque with raw dialog and little 
else. Comics, sets and dances are 
poor and the strippers work like 
amateurs under wraps. 

Operators are Harry Seber and 
Fred Wolf. Former has been run- 
ning blow-off store shows for years 
anc has been introduced to local 
coppers now and then. Pair also 
operate the -Burbank, colored bur- 
lesque house on the other side of 
Main street. Both houses advertise 




















a double midnight show on Satur- 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week May 28), Portland, Ora. 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 








day. That means -both casts will 
dash across the car tracks from one 
theatre to another after midnight 
for the same money. 


Hermie Rose and Eddie Marr are 
the comics. Latter looks and works 
like ax oldtimer, while Rose depends 
on dirty gags. Jerry Whitney is 
the straight man, Jean Oliver, La- 
vona Laverne and Frances Connors 
are the strippers. Each have the 
same grind routine which after the 
second time means nothing. 


Eddie Marr stages, with Frances 
Connors handling the dances. Line 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 176 
(Week May 28), Kansas City 


VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS S8AX-0-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE ELECTRIC TRIO 














of 15 girls are of the hefty type Wes and Lisa Adams 
with about two lookers out of the Bernice Mershon 
bunch. 
(Direct! 1 
House seats 800. Trick -. price nea tt a Boom ns be hor nbn 
scale is advertised at 10c and 20c, 
but that’s only for the balcony. Or- DOCTOR 


chestra brings 50c and $1. 
Burlesque on the coast has al- 
ways been pretty bad, but the Star 
and Garter offers about the worst. 
Business not so hot Monday, three 
days after the opening, with plenty 
of paper in the b.o. and the girl at 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 




















the window not hiding it Call. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 8&3 
(Week May 28), San Francisco 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 
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FEL HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








PARAMOUNT 


New York, May 26. 

George Raft at a reputed siudio 
galary is the Paramount headliner. 
And with that goes a tilt of the 
eyebrow. Raft may be headed 
for big things, but the Paramount, 
name-hungry, is surely trading in 
futures rather than cashing in ona 
fait accompli. 

Oddly enough, the Paramount 
screen confirmed the premature as- 


pect of its own stage headliner. For 
while Raft was getting the tung- 
stens, the money and the build-up 


en the stage, his name was not listed 
among the players in the trailer for 
‘Scarface,’ current at the Rialto. 
And that is Raft’s first and only 
major prominence as a screen actor 
to date. 

To make the situation even more 
eonfusing, Mary Brian, a veteran of 
at least 100 feature pictures and 
known to Paramount audiences 
through Paramount pictures for 
years, is on the same show and al- 
most nothing is said about her. 

Around the Square it is stated 
that Raft draws crowds when ap- 
pearing on the streets, so perhaps 
his fame is more electrical than a 
trade observer might ordinarily es- 
timate. Many have him tabbed for 


Valentino honors. Happily he is 
eapable of giving a nice accounting 
of himself on the stage. He is a 


good hoofer, not in the neck-break- 
ing style of the modern dancing 
youngsters, but with finesse and 
easy grace. 

Ken Murray working with 
Brian is the third marquee 
His Crosby imitation and several 
bits are exceutional, and it seemed 
as if he was doing a better perform- 
ance for Publix than on many of his 
RKO appearances. At least his ma- 
terial seemed better. He is fast 
company for Miss Brian, who is get- 
ting herself invaluable training right 
now. She'll learn more in a week 
backstage than a year of those two- 
minute Holiywood ‘takes.’ 

For a knockabout sock, Boris Pet- 
roff’s unit has the Runaway Four, 
who were in full gallop on the 
laughs. Miriam Lax and Julian Oli- 
ver sang pleasantly from boxes dur- 
ing the sentimental consideration of 
motherhood pumped out on the 
twain organs by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Crawford. Other credits are Dave 
Bines for the dancing boys and girls, 
and Vincent Nemelli for the attrac- 
tive settings. 

Columbia's ‘Attorney 
fense,’ the Paramount news, and 
Rubinoff in a patriotic salaam to 
Memorial Day rounded out the en- 
tertainment. Business Friday night 
was fair. Land. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 28. 

Arthur Lake is the big name in 
Brooklyn this week, and he scemed 
to mean something to Brooklynites 
Saturday afternoon, theatre being 
packed for the first show with 
plenty of standees. It’s not unusual 
to have a big Saturday matinee 
house in this part of the world, but 
it's been weeks since it was quite 
as good as currently. 

Lake appears at the head of his 
own F, & M. unit, titled ‘Arthur 
Lake and His Hollywood Relations.’ 
He’s a sort of m.c. and wisecracker 
throughout the show, and managed 
fairly well despite poor material. 
The unit is one of the best because 
of real talent in the lineup. 

Lake appears first, after the usual 
trailer announcements and gags, for 
a bit with Betty Lee, a pretty and 
capable lassie who would be better 
off dancing than chatting. 

Miss Lee goes into an acrobatic 
dance and is followed by the Gau- 
tiers in a new version of their old 
dog act. Nicely handled, it got real 
results. 

Libonati trio is the 
stander of the show. Turn works 
with surety and ability. Three 
xylophones, with what appears to 
be the father at the center table 
and son and daughter on the sides, 
are well-manned. The youngsters 
also do well in a couple of dances 
that follow the tunes. It’s surefire 
for vaude, picture houses or what 
have you. Boy comes back later 
for some clowning with Lake and 
further shows he can handle lines. 

Nash and Fately, boy and girl 
team, not too strong. Girl is viva- 
cious and pretty, but man, extra 
tall and a good rope spinner, has 
little to offer. His voice, too, 
doesn’t carry in this big theatre; 
hence most of the gagging was lost. 

Arthur Petley, in his usual 
trampoline turn, had no_ trouble 
making the audience realize he was 
among the best of his species float- 
ing around. 

Lake, running through the show, 
did as well by himself as might be 


Miss 
name. 


for the De- 


real out- 


expected. He's a fairly clever 
youngster, 

Lake’s work aS m.c. seemed to 
suffer distinctly from the spoiled 
kid attitude he took. He seemed to 


be showing off all the time, which 
might be in keeping with his screen 
characters, but didn’t go well 
over the foots. A bit of repartee 
With Freddy Mach, in the pit, while 
attempting to lead the pitmen ina 
medley, was about the best effort 
on Lake's part, largely due to the 
nic> co-operation he got from Mack. 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), car- 
toon, newsreel, organ and George 
Kaye, singing usher, filled out 


Kauf. 


too 





i of Walter 


| 











CAPITOL 
New York, May 27. 

Capitol’s stage proceedings this 
week are something more than a 
plain succession of specialiies, a 
pattern toward which the house 
had been drifting for months. This 
one at least has a suggestion of a 
central idea as a pivot upon which 
to group the material. ‘Hell's 
Belles’ is the jazzy title for a nice 
arrangement of hotcha ensembles, 
punctuated by more or less appro- 
priate specialties. 

At least there is a degree of con- 
sistency in the dance bits, 
such contributions as Cardini’s ex- 
pert card manipulations and cigaret 
tricks and the grotesque contortions 
‘Dare’ Wahl do not espe- 
cially fit into the infernal scenario. 

Opening is an impressive cabaret 
scene with the Chester Hale girls 
grouped about a raised platform at 
the back, representsng a futuristic 
bar, from which they come down to 
dance in pairs, half the girls being 
in evening frocks and the other half 


in boys’ tux and slick, futuristic 
wigs of oilcloth. Scattered stepping 
evolves into an ensemble routine, 
with the girls tippling from the 
boys’ hip flasks. Girls do a num- 
ber, ‘O. K. Beer,’ better than most 


stepping groups, and there is a se- 
lection by the» McCann 
brightly garbed in red. 
Cardini is out in ‘one’ for his deft 
legerdemain and his baffling cigaret 
trick, which materializes a score or 
so of lighted coffin nails out of the 
thin air as the climax of astonishing 
work with the pasteboards, all han- 
dled with the operator wearing 
gloves. Cigaret climax is a heavy 
applause winner. More than a stop- 
gap, this is entertainment on merit. 


j 
| 
' 
| 
i 
| 


even if | 


|; cowboy singer, wasn't in the best of 


other pure hokum. Both registered | 
exceptionally well. | 

Gilbert Brothers, acrobats, pleased | 
With several tricks. Jimmy Ames, 


voice and did fairly. Mac, Jack and 
Al, hooting trio, presented a varied 
routine of tap, acrobatic and mili- 
tary Cances, clicking nicely. “Hugh 
Johnson registered with magic. Jo- 
aquin Garay, doubling from the Fox, 
vocalized a pair of pop tunes and 
got swell returns. Sixteen line girls 


had three difficult and well-present- | 
} 





ed numbers. 

Mel Hertz preceded the stage 
show with a community singing 
event that drew capacity voices. 
Customers here sing like no other 


showhouse in town, Picture was 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox), with El 
srendel getting the heavy plug, and 
business healthy. Bock. 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, May 21. 

Paramount is doing good business 
this week, not on account of the 
feature, which is a leftover from old 
product, but because patronage is 
used to expect good shows from the 
theatre and also on account of the 
sensational siage presentation which 


lis unrestrictedly displaying the fin- 


Sisters, | 


; ‘One 


est lighting effect ever on 
French stage. 

Show opens with a mixed news- 
reel, to which, besides a trailer of 
Hour With You,’ has been 

the Paramount magazine 


put any 


added 


|showing a big game hunt, etce., in 


Frankie Finn does another simple | 


specialty preluded by 
introduction, standing 
and delivering three capital vocal 
imitations of radio stars, 
Columbo and Morton Downey. 
has no build-up, but the striking 
mimicry of the radio voices turns 
the trick, helped by the youth of the 
nice-looking youngster. 

Second girl number is a first-rate 
sight bity but clumsily manipulated. 
Man in comic opera garb appears 
in the traveller opening and cites 
several .verses of ‘Two Loves Have 
I’ into the microphone. It goes to 
full stage in dim lights with a lu- 
minous cye divided into halves, one 
jazzy orange and the other ethereal 
green-blue. Two groups of girls pos- 
ture before the drop in silhouette, 
one group the ‘profane love’ of the 


an offstage 
at the 


Bit 


poem, the other ‘sacred’—one in 
scant dress of feathers and the 
other in saintly robes and haloes. 


Lighting is tricky. Groups appar- 
ently are placed on the audience 
side of the cyc which takes their 
sharp shadows, but there is no for- 
ward light, the figures being in utter 
darkness from the audience side. 
How they throw the shadows with- 
out visible light is quite a feat. 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl takes the next 
spot for his amusing burlesque acro- 
batics, with his gifted stooge sup- 
plying a desirable element of com- 
edy into the show. Did extremely 
well at this performance. 

Finale is a fire scene in Hades, 
girls waving flame-colored scarves 
and working effective arm and body 
drills to carry out the fire effect. 
The dance -works into the adagio 
specialty of the Stone-Vernon Four, 
three men handling the wisp of a girl 
in striking leaps and whirls. The 
infernal idea is carried out by the 
men’s costuming as devils, the back 
drop being a mammoth head of a 
huge Satan, through the mouth of 


which the dancers make their -en- 
irance. Adagio climax also sup- 
plies the finale for the spectacle 
effectively. 


Picture is M-G-M’s ‘Night Court’ 
melodrama with a punch. It runs 
to just an hour and a half, leaving 
room only for the usual overture, a 
medley of Hungarian airs, and a 
short newsreel. Rush. 


FOX EL CAPITAN, S. F. 
San Francisco, May 25. 

Bought by F-WC from Ackerman 

& Harris almost three years ago, 

this naborhood house has proved a 


mike | 


‘ | includes 
Crosby, | 


| 


| dances, 








gold mine for Fox. During this 
period, good picture or bad, house | 
has shown a profit every week, | 


|which is something no other Frisco 


theatre can boast. 

At 40c, natives of the Mission dis- 
trict can buy a second-run Metro or 
Fox film, a satisfying stage 


and a chance at its plentiful gift 


| nights inaugurated by the resource- 


| 


|; average 
| Here, 


ful manager, Dan McLean. 

With Peggy O'Neill as producer, 
stage shows have held up to a high 
with Jay Brower as m. ¢c. 
during almost the entire 158 
months of Fox occupancy, Brower 
has built up a sweet following, and 
his ability to augment or diminish 
applause hy the wave of a hand is 
proof enough of his ability. The 
routines of Miss O'Neill's line of 16 
gals are consistently good, this show 
especially so 


show, | 


order to kill a few minutes, thus 
making up for cuts that had to be 
made in the film. 

Orchestra gives an excellent ren- 
dition of a selection from ‘Boheme,’ 
after which comes an animated car- 
toon, ‘The Robot.’ Good. | 

ThiS is followed by Francis A.|! 
Mangan’s stage presentation, which 
besides the 24 Mangan Tillerettes, 
Tony, Bebe and Renee, 
dancers; and Betty Ann Hagler, an- 
other specialty dancer. Presentation 
is titled ‘Volcano.’ 

It shows a huge prop like the cone 
of a voicano. This fills the stage, 
the cone being made up of strips of 
shining material. Show first opens 
with a dance by the Mangan Til- 
lerettes, who come in later for more 
and a balloon’ specialty 
dance by Miss Hagler. After that, | 
on a dimmed stage, she and Tony, | 
Bebe and Renee do veil dances with | 
a Loie Fuller effect, showing flames 
of the volcano. Voleano is first 
shown in the dark, and later on 
with Miss Hagler doing a dance on 
top in a red spot. The red extends | 
to the whole volcano with the shim- 
mering strips glittering, finally re- 
turning to darkness after more | 
dancing and changes of color. 

The way the spots and irises are 
handled results in an exceedingly 
effective presentation. 

This is followed by the feature, 
‘La Nuit a l’'Hotel.’ Mazi. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 27. 

The stage combination of Lowe- 
McLagien-Dorsay with the Jackie 
Cooper picture, ‘When a _ Feller 
Needs a Friend’ (M-G), was an er- 
roneous booking. Judging by the 
splash of risque, if not out and out 
suggestiveness and smut, the film 
trio spattered over the stage Friday 
afternoon, coupling the kid picture 
with it cannot be said to have been 
a happy idea. 


Now They're Cooching at the Roxy 
As Riesenfeld Heralds Next Week 





New York, May 27. 

One of the morning paper critics, 
legging down from the mezzanine 
before the last show 
exited from sheer 
practically alone 
watching ‘Man 
the closing fea- 
minutes of pit 
That reflects 
caught The 
third full for 
performance. 
bad week, with 


loges 
faded 
loneliness, 
in that 
About 
ture, 
and 

the 


just 
stated he 
sitting 
upper tier 
Town’ (Fox), 
after some 45 
stage show ctuff. 
Roxy's biz when 
lower floor was only a 
the evening 
like another 
holiday. 
‘Rhythms 
is called, is 


Looks 


the 


Moderne,’ 
colorful 


the show 


possesses 


as 


and 


variety, but is without continuity. 
The best number is the closing, | 
With the Roxyettes as usual the 
|standouts. That's before and after 
as well, because previously the 
Roxyettes do a black and white 
number that’s a pip. 

The cooch number by Irene Me- | 
Bride Virginia Kent and Sheila 
Harling [if these are they] was the | 
coochiest, which exemplifies the 
confused operating state this Roxy 
must be _ in. Coming out with 
blasts for classical show stuff and 
high-class entertainment, the cooch 


by the trio who wear costumes that 


only accentuate their hin rolling 
and wiggles, causes skeptical esti- | 
|mation concerning the Roxy oper- 
ators. 

That may sound harsh, but the 
stage show as presented and with 
a film that needs strong support 


can’t help but inspire this thought. 
Somewhere in between the classical 
half and the modern part of the 
overture program Hugo Riesenfeld 
makes a speech to the customers 
asking them to see next week's film. 
Unfortunately, Riesenfeld couldn't 
be heard intelligibly, and the fact 
that he did speak offers a view that 
some childish judgment impelled 
this part of the program. 


Riesenfeld should stick to baton- 


ing. The entire operation, as taken 
from observation of the program, 
makes one think some. glorified 


usher is on the operating erd of the 
house. Receivership certainly hasn't 
helped the house in any way, and, 
from an operating angle, the house 
is sliding backwards faster, it 
seems. 

The same policy which the pres- 
ent management squawked about, 
and blamed on its predecessors, is 


| In 


| That's 
twice. 
here 
well 
of 


making the same mistake 
They have some name talent 
this week and all are pretty 
lost in the cavernous depths 
this huge 6,200-seater. 


Sitting back in what may have 
been the 36th row, although this 
| wasn't the last, none of the names 


could be sighted properly and were 


heard only faintly. These included 
Janet Reade, blond blues singer; 
Jack Powell and Paul Draper, all 


their talents wasted here, 
both Poweil and Draper 


good, but 
| although 


| being mostly sight acts, fared fairly 


well. Miss Reade had the handsome 
settings in one and later in ‘three’ 
on a small turntable, where she sang 
in slow time to the coochers, and 
was lost in the spot completely as 
a result. 

The whole show opens charming- 
ly, but without punch. The ballet 
and the specialties are sandwiched 
in between without much sense of 
continuity. 

Powell in b.f. and his personality 
drumsticks, registered in ‘one’ 
against a special drop. 
the finale Draper, starting in 
‘one,’ runs back over the pyramided 
| stairway in full to thrill the sight- 


|} seers with his winging taps. Draper 


'in an intimate house would slay— 
Powell, too—but in the Roxy they 
only got a small share of their 


merited applause. 
The finale has the national colors 
on the hangings and the Roxyettes 


as little Uncle Sams in dresses of 
red, white and blue with snare- 
drums to beat the closing rhythm 


of the show. 
Question of stage show names is 


still a problem for this house. 
Patricia Bowman is lost in the 
| shuffle and, as usual, forced to do 
la modern dance when her charm 
lies in her more classical efforts or 
esthetic stuff. She helped the 





Draper number. 

It was interesting to note that the 
overture carried more entertain- 
ment from a musical angle as well 
las general entertainment in its pop 
jazzy melody than its slumbering 
classical opening. 

With the ‘Rhythms Moderne’ run- 
|ning 32 minutes, show altogether is 
|around 136 minutes, with the fea- 
|ture taking 73. Movietone and a 
| Mickey Mouse ‘Barnyard Olympics,’ 
| besides a minute organlog and two 
| minutes of trailers, filled. The over- 














now being employed all over again.' ture around 12 minutes. Shan, 
| | NEWSREELS 
TRANSLUX EMBASSY 
Fans attending both newsreel Strictly a make-shift program 


theatres this week will be forced to 
make a comparison. Although the 
program at the Luxer isn’t any too 
strong, it does serve to show what 
the Embassy passed up for moga- 
zine material. 

The Walker-Seabury session, for 
instance, is the lead-off for the two 





While the same stage-film combo 
played the Capitol, New York, two 
weeks previously, there is still a 
long stretch between Broadway and 
Randolph street. There the flicker} 
was figured as a weak sister, with 
probably very little kid trade. Here 
it's something else again, with the 
Oriental a _ favorite hangout of) 
mamas and their offspring when}! 
there’s a juve attraction. It’sacinch 
that the innuendos and cracks 
palmed off between McLaglen and| 
Lowe in their ‘Cockeyed World’ skit | 
won't get by without complaint from | 
parents, while Miss Dorsay’s plain 
and fancy movements cannot be 
found in any curriculum of cales- | 
thenics either. 

Yet there was hesitancy from the 


PB&K execs, watching that first! 
show, to suggest any changes, on| 
the argument it might spoil the 


whole act. That may be so with an} 
act tightly routined and_ strictly | 
per but not here where the ma-| 
terial is thrown together and at 
best a makeshift affair. Concerning 
the ‘Cockeyed’ sequence, about all 
that was left out was the ‘lay of the 


se 


land’ gag: everything else seemed 
to be in. Another local angle de- 


serving of consideration is that Vic- 
tor McLaglen was here at the Palace 


|with Charlie Judels only a_ short 
while back, while Fifi Dorsay is no 
stranger in these parts either. That 


Froli get along without the 
usual mumbo-jumbo of a  high- 
falutin’ namé They're ‘Peggy 
|O'’Neill’s Merrymakers Revue’ each 
week and no attempts to link them 
lwith ‘Roman Bloomers’ unit. etc 

Current show was highlighted by 
offerings of Brower and the stage 
band Bovs did two numbers, one a 
medley of operatic melodies, the’ 


left the unknown presence of Eddie 
Lowe in the lineup. which, as might 


have been expected, is only another 
cog in the triangle. 

Judels may be credited with the 
touzh job, which he handles well, 
of bringing the trio together. He is 

different Judels from the one at 
he VP ce, and McLaglen accord- 
ingiv benefits by the combination 
Tudel ¢ Y c. is the first to ap- 
pear after trailers tipped off the 
others but not him, which was a 
mistake, as it made Judels’ entrance 
cold Fut he got over it nicely and 
coon had the situation in hand. 

Of more interest than the name 


(Continued on page 38) 


theatres. While the Embassy con- 
tents itself with a few views of 
Walker and the crowd, Pathe takes 
the Luxer audiences right inside for 
a flash of the courtroom and the 
Mayor on the stand. 

Why the Embassy has ignored 
Amelia Earhart during the past two 
weeks is answered distinctly to the 
Luxer’s advantage. Last week it 
showed enterprise in hooking up old 
clips with a news headline and this 
week Pathe goes out of its way to 
interview Miss Earhart’s husband 
and her relatives. Incidentally, it 
adds a showman’s touch of editorial 
judgment in details of treatment. 

Another piece of news within easy 
reach of all the reeis is Pathe's 
views of the Lindbergh baby kid- 
napper letters. Audience reaction 
to anything about the case proves 
that it is far from being a dead 
issue with the newsreels. 

Paramount slipped one over in its 
coverage of the Socialist 
tion at Milwaukee. This took in 
Norman Thomas, the delegates and 
a parade, Par, as well, got a lesser 
exclusive, at least in the Saturday 
programs, by getting Admiral Byrd 
to say there will be no more 
southward while depression lasts. 

30th houses caught the winner of 


the oratorical contest in Washing- 


ton, D. C. 
A three-year-old tot accompany- 
ing herself at a piano while a dog 


looked on wearily got an abundance 


of laughs from the Sat. matinee 
fans who were not aS much in evi- 
dence due to the week-end exodus. 

That boy with the vacuum 
cupped shoes can get in the reels 
anytime and is always a good news- 
reel bet This time Pathe shows 
him traveling head down between 
two L. A. aerials 

Amusing to the youngsters ie 
Universal's study of an 11-year-old 
girl pitcher on a Brooklyn tearn. 

Other subjects covered are: 
Washington's barbecue; Toronto 
military tournament: Cal. kids with 


conven- | 


trips | 


with a little bt of everything from 
the library, one of the weakest the 
Embassy has had this season. 


Bristling with plugs, even N.T.G. 
and Joan Bennet getting them this 
week. The only bona fide scoops 
are a character study of the new 
French President and his family, as 
well as a similar observation of 
China’s Marshall Chang, and his 
relatives. 

When news islow at the Embassy 
the Fox people occasionally dig into 
their Magic Carpet material. Seve- 
ral situations that may come from 
that series deal with shark hunting 
by New Zealanders and an Aus- 
tralian who is an expert with the 
whip. Yodellers on a German lake 
trying the echo belong in the Car- 
pet category, as well, 

Embassy is a month late with its 
Maypole party. Native police in 
South Africa have been seen many 
| times before. Instead of flaunting 
| beer, Germans are shown dancing 
| bike week. And the uphill motor- 





bike race, which Universal made 
popular at the Luxer, is again in 
the program. 

So hard up for ‘copy’ was the Em- 
hassy that Robert Bonelli was al- 
lowed to run through an entire aria 
and British college boys were close- 
|} upped during their rah-rahing just 
|to give the silent title a chance to 
comment on similarity of campus 
cheering. 
| View of baby being footprinted at 


the Flower hospital got some 

laughs. Both theatres had the tem ss» 
‘ . <* 

ement landslide in Lyons, France, 


Universal catching it for the Luxer. 
In this respect U did a better job, 
since it caught in actual motion a 
second slide that started while res- 
cuers were at work. 


Other Embassy clips include 
views of the Macon and Akron: re- 
union of German officers; Carol re- 
viewing Rumanian troops: Belmont 
track ‘Paths in Palestine’ was the 
Magic Carpet release, Waly. 
tamborines: fashions: Yale-Cornell 


regatta; airplanes diving to shoot at 
land targets; Mexican walking 


down mountainside on hands: Calie 


fornia alligator farm. A Floyd Gibe 
bons’ short, ‘The Turn of the Tide; 
and an episode in ‘Screen Snap- 

iots.’ Waly. P 
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SAMMY COHEN 


Comedy 
12 Mins.; One 
Palace 

Sammy Cohen is from pictures 
although possibly not generally re 
membered as such and not selling 
himself as a Hollywoodite. His film | 
career was of brief duration and 
was over long enough ago to imply 
more or less forgetfulness on the} 
public's part. He is fortunately} 


capable on his own to deliver 
out benefit of fame. 
Cohen is a Hebe comic 
different from the run. He depends 
very little upon gags and pulls none 
of those private Yiddish gags that 
leave the gentile half of the audi- 
ence wondering what the point is. 
He is a pantomimist of exceptional 
mobility. His professional future is 
a matter of finding and developing 
ever-improving material. Right now 


it’s okay. He can make it better. 
He has the good sense never to 
overdo any one thing. 

With Cohen, but introduced late, 


a handsome brunette mentioned as 
Mrs. Cohen. She has a punchy song 
delivery and helps the act get away 
to a good finish. Land 


BELETT and LAMB & Co. (3) 
‘Joe’- Place’ (Skit) 

13 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Palace 

‘And Company’ is added to the 
vaude team of Marian Belett and 
Gil Lamb to carry out the farcical 
possibilities of an inebriate suspect- 
ed of being a dick in a speakeasy 
which transfers itself into an insane 
asylum as a d'‘sguise. Plot is a 
thread so thin that it ultimately 
disappears, leaving the act to de- 
pend wpon the acrobatic comedy of 
the principzls. 

Lamb especially wins laughs by 
his long-legged table jumping and 
grotesque posturings. All of this 
strikes the eye funnily. He does 
tury so-so in the verbal bouts, al- 
though with better direction than 
this act evidently had, he might de- 
velop as a farceur. 

Individual laughs are spaced by 
ungraceful moments. That’s always 
a dangerous combination. Yet on 


the laughs that are present, and 
the fast work of the team, act can 
please ordinary vaudeville audi- 
ences. Two girls and a man ably 
stooge for the plot and principals. 
Land. 

JEANNE AUBERT 
Soprano 
11 Mins.; Two 
Palace 

Stately blonde beaut from la 


France, just out of ‘Laugh Parade.’ 
At the Palace they didn’t : em to 
know her but they undoubtably 
grew to like her. She has American 
antecedents in operetta and the re- 
cent Ed Wynn show, and an Amer- 
ican husband of the Morris meat- 
packing clan. 

Unaccompanied and practically 
unheralded, Mile. Aubert turned on 
her golden voice and blonde per- 
sonality and the two, in merger, 
skipped gracefully over any bar- 
riers of public indifference. She got 
‘em and she held ’em. Two en- 
cores confirm the record. 


Her numbers, as expected, were: 


of light semi-popular choice. 
Land. 





SIBYLLA BOWMAN 
Imitations 

14 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 

Gingery brunette with a nice per- 
sonality and enough skill at mim- 
icry to project her imitations, the 
most popular being a gag on Diet- 
rich and Gabo. 

Her facial impersonations are 
clever in this, and she catches the 
mannerisms with the right note of 
accentuation, with the Dietrich a 
bit raw as to costuming for a fam- 
ily audience, though accurate, and 
typically continental around the 
garters. 

No one seemed shocked here, and 
it got her back for an unforced en- 
core. A couple of the imitations 
work in strong comedy and another 
a neat dance. Snappy, modish act 
that should get over almost any- 
where. 


MILLS and ROBINSON 
Talk, Dances 

21 Mins.; One 

'y sew’s Orpheum 

Crossfire which this mixed couple 
uses almost smothers the act. It 
hasn't an amusing leg to stand on 
and the majority of it dies. 

Miss Robinson is a cute redhead 
with a knowledge of hoofing, which 
alone saves the act. Boy doesn’t 
give much support, overdoing every- 
thing and working in an unnatural 
style. Also has a poor singing 
voice and should forget it. 

Miss Robinson has two snappy 
dance numbers toward the finish of 
the turn, the second an imitation of 
Tom Patricola, which she an- 
nounced as having done in ‘Scan- 
dals.’” 

As it stands now her dance work 
alone registers. They need new ma- 
terial 


. 


-| amplification, 


with- | short 


but quite} 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE 
Crooner-Pianist 
12 Mins.; Two 

| Palac. 

Using a public 
Little 





address system for 
is safe. Talk- 





| ing directly as he did when first ap- 
pearing, he cannot be heard. So ac- 
customed evidently to he confiden- 
j tial carressing whisper into the 
sensitive mike that he can’t pitch 
his voice for an auditorium, Little’s 
introductory remarks were 
ilos:. It didn’t matter one way or 
the other. 
Soft, dulcet, a subterranean tenor, 


Little is als» a nimble-digited pian- 
ist. Alternating between voice and 
fingers he gives out agreeable di- 
version for any man’s theatre or 
money. Assuming first of all that 
there’s a public addressograph. 

Litt-e is big on the air. It’s asa 
protege of CBS that he’s presented 
at the Palace. On fourth in the 10- 
act pop policy he scored easily and 
nicely. Land, 
FLORENCE RICHARDSON and 

NBC BOYS (15) 
Band 
19 Mins.; 
State 

Florence Richardson,  violinist- 
conductor, whose professional ca- 
reer under C. F. Zittel’s mar .1ge- 
ment dates from the Central Park 
Jasino, was at one time in vaude 
with a girl orchestra. She now has 
a 13-piece male outfit, several mem- 
bers of whom double for specialties, 
as well as a girl dancer, Melissa 
Marvin. Altogether it’s an attrac- 
tion which, while not dispensing 
anything of above average merit 
and offering no more in the way of 
showmanship, ought to get by okay 
in medium time houses, 

Miss Richardson mostly conducts, 
now and then doing a brief bit on 
the violin. She never attemnrts to 
make that violin count very much, 
its nearest play for attention com- 
ing from an accompaniment to one 
of the two vocal solos by a pianist 
from the band. 


Miss Richardson dresses for 
impression, appearing in an outfit, 
including pants legs, that has a 
tendency to accentuate the picture 
she cuts. Also wearing a tam, it’s 
what someone might wear to an art- 
ists’ ball. 

The band itself, starting sut with 
‘Mandalay’ and vocal doubling, is 
average. Brightest contribution, by 
the banjoist, is a dance single. It 
drew the best response 2* the Sat- 
urday afternoon show caught. 

Pianist, with meg, doing a couple 
solos, only fair. Miss Melissa, a 
little better, does a freakish-type 
high-kicking dance, unusual aspects 
of which seem to be the girl’s long 
legs and her ability to contort them 
with ease. 

Production is not staged particu- 
larly for the eye. Its lighting, for 
one thing, is negligible in any at- 
tempt for effect. A backdrop most 
of the way through the routine 
makes no pretensions to impres- 
siveness, nor is it clear what it’s 
supposed to represent. At times it 
looks like skyscrapers in the back~ 
ground; later it looks like trees, 

A ‘Parade of the Holidays,’ re- 
flected in fitting numbers, closes. In 
connection with this, suggestion of 
the holidays, in case the musical 
notes don’t identify, come from set 
pieces revealed in the background. 

except for that signifying Christ- 
mas, they’re pretty cheesy-looking, 
especially the first, a calendar leaf 
of Washington's Birthday. 

Closed a six-act bill at this house, 
doing fairly. Char. 


BILLY BARNES and Company (3) 
Comedy Skit 
15 Mins.; Two and Three (Special) 
Grand Opera House 

This house is not the most proper 


Full (Special) 


an 





spot to gauge any act. While the 
stuff as shown and heard may not 
be altogether original, from a cus- 
tomer’s angle Barnes, and his three 
helpers with some speeding up of 
the continuity and a change or twv 
could shine on any stage for some 
kind of enthusiastic response. Was 
No. 2 on a four-act layout and over. 

Two men and a girl assist. The 
big mistake is in the attempt of the 
girl to sing and dance between 
stage shifts. The rest of the piece 
from start to closing has to do with 
a goofy drunk's attempt to gag with 
cops. Latter are shown as naturally 
dumb throughout which may or 
may not be a virtue of this piece. 

The opening shows a special set- 
ting of side lamposts and a centre 
traffic beacon. The drunk tries to 
get by traffic but the lights keep 
changing on him. 

When the lights fade, 
comes out for her number down 
front after which the stage shifts 
to another street scene with a 
speakeasy drop as the background. 
Cops here as usual, and while the 
drunk argues with the police, the 
setting is open. It wasn’t convinc- 
ing stuff. The finale has them all 
coming out of the speak with the 
three males of the turn doing ‘Sweet 
Adeline,’ in whisky voices. 

3arnes works hard as the drunk 
and deserves consideration, ‘““WDYyg 





PALACE 


Pretty dream of actors, agents 
and others that the Palace policy of 
10 acts might be universally adopt- 
ed this fall for the key cities seems 
unlikely to materialize for mathe- 
matical reasons. Those grosses, 
laden with deficit, are obscuring 
everything else right now. 

It can be freely conceded on the 
simple question of entertainability 
that the current show packs a lot. 
Stage waits, of which there were 
several Saturday afternoon, will 
undoubtedly disappear, leaving a 
reasonably well-knit and diversified 
bill. But if they won't buy it, praise 
is hollow. 

Less money was spent and less 
time was consumed in the running 
on this week’s lineup. Both eco- 
nomically wise. Added screen 
shorts will presumably fill in the 
interlude. There was an hour's gap 
between the first and second per- 
formances Saturday. 

Bob Hope and his stooges measure 
as two acts in the total of ten. He’s 
a Palace repeat, as was Lew Pol- 
lock. Hope has the style of the 
modern vaude comics without the 
bad habits that hamper most of his 
contemporaries. He is always 
audible. His slowness is pretended, 
not actual; his timing is excellent 
throughout. Facile, deft, never 
smartalecky, Hope is one of the 
most likable funny men to emerge 
in the last season or two. He was 
of great value to the bill. 

Not Palace by old standards, but 
reliable for general use, is Belett 





NELL O’DAY and TOMMY 
ATKINS SEXTET (8) 
Singing, Dancing 
12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Audubon - 
Having the high polish of musical 
comedy production value, the Nell 
O’Day-Tommy Atkins Sextet com- 
bination at the outset has both 
looks and class. Of appeal, also, is 
the attractive music score carried. 
It came out of ‘Fine and Dandy’ 
along with Miss O’Day and her 
male troupe, and includes the theme 
song of that show for a finish. 
A glim-getter, Miss O’Day shares 
on appearance the smartness of her 
male sextet which works with her 
in all numbers. They appear first 
in full dress, later in lighter-colored 
jackets, as in ‘Fine and Dandy,’ the 
Jce Cook musical of a year ago. 
Numbers are of the song and 
dance variety, nicely done and as 
pleasingly routined. An _ unbilled 
prima breaks act in the middle. 
Her solo suffers from poor diction. 
Closed a five-act bill up here at 
a late hour Thursday night, re- 
ceiving good returns. Char, 


CHRISTY and NATARO 

Comedy Acrobatics 

12 Mins.; One 

Audubon 

This one looks familiar, but name 
of Christy and Nataro are not re- 
corded in Variety’s New Acts files. 
Act, billed as ‘The Rehearsal,’ is 
probably the same as formerly done 


| by Christy and Nelson, at one time 


with Ken Murray. 

Turn is in nature of a counpie hit 
and miss acrobats rehearsing for 2 
show, with mixups, tangles, slips, 
etc., in line for laughs. One mem- 
ber of twain, probaly Christy, main- 
tains a running stream of chatter. 
He's a timid type with an odd qual- 
ity in his voice. 

Routine could stand tightening, 
especially toward the last, wien a 
slow motion barrel roll is tried two 
ways, partly slowing up what other- 
wise might have been a snappy fin- 
ish. About 10 minutes enough as 
running time anywhere, w_ 

‘har. 


— HURST and EDDIE VOGT 


Comedy Skit 
17 Mins.; Full Stage (Special!) 
Hippodrome 

Two old timers in a weak copy of 
the Flagg and Quirt style of 
comedy, with no effort made to imi- 
tate McLaglen. Men play a couple 
of marines on the make for two 
girls who live in a set house about 
the size of a packing case. One or 
two pretty raw lines, but generally 
dull stuff. 

One girl contributes a few good 
dance steps and what sounds like a 
song, but the remainder is all talk, 
and too slow to get the full response. 
|Largely lost in the wide open 
spaces at the Hip. Might get over 
better in a smaller auditorium. 

Not big time stuff or apparently 
headed that way. 


WARD WILSON 
Imitations 
15 Mins.; Three 
Loew's Orpheum 
Wilson uses a mike attached to 





the brunet! 


an amplifier horn for impersonations 
of radio celebs. He has their man- 
ner and material down oke, but the 
tonal imitations are tepid and leave 
quite a bit to be desired. 

Wilson vocally impersonates Floyd | 
Gibbons, Ben Bernie, Al Smith, Tony 
Wons, Phil Cook, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
ete., in all of which he evidences a 
lack of proper tonal quality. At! 
this house they appeared to like! 
Wilson’s work quite a bit and re- 
sponded nicely. 

Act runs too long: he shouldn't do! 
over 10 or 12 minutes, 








and Lamb (New Acts), an act with 
big laughs separated by awkward 
chasms. Principals have unique 
acrobatic style, but defaults when 
wrestling with farcical situations. 
Act’s continuity is a bumpy road, 
inexpertly paved. 

Show opened with ‘Porcelain Ro- 
mance,’ which has played the coast 
time for RKO. Britt Wood fol- 
lowed, doing nicely. Sequence then 
included Belett and Lamb, Little 
Jack Little, Norman Thomas Quin- 
tet, Sammy Cohen, Jeanne Aubert, 
| Hope and Lew Pollock. 
| Little Jack Little was worth 
1 $1,500 to Shea’s Hippodrome, To- 
ronto, in 1929 when caught there 
by Variety’s perambulatory Abel. 
That was as a radio name from 
WLW. It’s still as a radio name 
that Little is playing the Palace. 





{He is presented by Columbia 
| Broadcasting, but doubtful if the 
|Palace is paying that kind of 


money, or anywhere near it. Re- 
member 19297: Littl (New 
remains a versatile entertainer and 


was liked. 


Norman Thomas Quintet selling 
negreid speed for good returns de- 
ferred to Sammy Cohen (New 
Acts}, whose turn is composed of 
mingled bits. Jeanne Aubert (New 
Acts) held the cynosure for five 
numbers without pianist or any- 
thing but her own _ substantial 
soprano. Pollock repeaters closed 
the bill in high 

By something after 2 p.m. when 
the first show was over the Palace 
was not quite full. Then began the 
scramble for down front locations. 
Like a marble slab slipped from a 
derrick’s clutch the thought struck 
home: The Palace is changed! Ye 
Gods, how it’s changed!! Land. 


STATE 


The recent splurge with name 
acts apparently isn’t being carried 
through permanently here. Per- 
haps it isn’t needed. Current bill 
of six acts is no greater in name 
importance than the State has 
played right along for years, but 
for five acts of the way it plays 
a lot above average. 

The letdown occurs when Flor- 
ence Richardson and NBC Boys 
(New Acts) takes up sixth spot to 
close the show. This is a band 
act with bits and specialties that, 
while moderately entertaining, is 
inclined to slow up the show. Of 
the six attractions on the show, it 
consumed the most running time, 
19 minutes, and collected the poor- 
est hand Saturday afternoon. 

Up to the Richardson band act’s 
position, the show is strong vaude- 
ville, much higher than the State 
average all the way. That goes 
from Miachahua, the wire artist, 
opening, to and through the sock- 
ful turn of the Three Sailors, long 
around. 

Show plays fast, without a single 
act of the five trying to profit by 
excess. Nearest exception is Chil- 
ton and Thomas whose encore 
thanks bit done in dance steps, 
starts to thin out the compactness 
of the material ahead. The dictation 
of thanks to the girl, latter ‘trans- 
scribing’ in steps, would be suffi- 
cient. 

The Chilton-Thomas team, with 
man having something of an edge 
on dancing style.and agility, do a 
14-minute act that clicks decisively. 
It builds as its goes along, in both 
quality and speed, climaxing 
through a couple of swell numbers 
toward the finish. The hoofing ex- 
hibition on plates, turned upside 
down, is a distinct novelty, added 
to the graduated stool stuff, done 
for some time. 

Chilton and Thomas had the au- 
dience peppered up nicely for the 
Three Sailors, with their clowning 
and legnastics. It's a knockout 
legit dance windup this trio tops 
their tomfoolery with. They skipped 
with the biggest palm of the after- 
noon, 

An element of comedy also pro- 
vided third, which holds’ Col. 
Stoopnagle and Bud of radio rep. 
Whatever the reaction by audiences 
unseen, those who see the team on 
a stage will find them plenty amus- 
ing. Routine for vaude subtly kids 
radio broadcasting through nature 
of material used and manner of sell- 
ing it. 

Results are more than moderately 
successful, Col. Stoopnagle and Bud 
sharing about equally on the show- 
manship. Stoopnagle is in exag- 
gerated dress, Bud playing straight 
and partly acting as a foil for the 
former. The impression of a broad- 
cast of politicians, as sponsored by 
Cal Coolidge, with Stoopnagle there 
on the voice impersonation of both 
Coolidge and Smith, lands the big- 
gest punch. 

That perennial sister team, Bern- 
ard and Henri, did swell, as usual, 
No. 2. They used pops, but special- 
ly arrange them so that they sound 
|new. On top of that the twain is 
there on the showmanship and sell- 
ing. 
| Miachahau, billing herself as the 





Acts) | 





| Brazilian Wonder, impresses on 
opening in-her nicely presented and 
| Staged wire act, doing numerous 
| skillful tricks without the aid of an 
| umbrella or pole. For vaude pur- | 
poses, it might not be unwise, how- 
ever, to try to get away a little 
\from that circusy touch. 
Feature, ‘The Mouthpiece’ 
Business poor Saturday 
‘house apparently 


(WR) 
afternoon, 


taking the same) 


—$————— 


ACADEMY 


Whoever thought up the idea of 
wiring vaude stages for amplifica- 
tion probably thought he was doing 
theatre patrons and actors a favor, 
And maybe he was, Everywhere 
except in theatres like the Academy, 
where the management is too tired 
or busy to bother with the stuff 
after its there. 

For months now good performers 
and bad have had to struggle in this 
theatre against the supernatural 
odds of a wiring system which dis- 
torts their voices, almost drowns 
out what quality there is by ground 
noise and static, and in other ways 
acts up. If some beneficent soul 
comes along some day and rips the 
stuff out, leaving it up to the actors 
to make their voices reach the 
shelves, or look for different kind of 
work, itll be a boon all around. 

Only Kramer and Boyle suffered 
under the set-up this half. Lillian 
Roth, only other person on the stage 
who attempted singing, was smart 
enough to get out in front of the stage 
where the mikes couldn’t catch her 
voice, or off to one side, where again 
they didn’t interfere. 

Hector and Pals, in the same 
smart dog routine, opened the show 
with the Harriet Hoctor Girls in the 


deuce, Latter act has chanzed 
about quite a bit since last time 
around. When first seen it was a 


beautifully dressed turn, with eye- 
filling costumes and scenery. Now 
the scenery has somehow disap- 
peared and the girls have grown a 
bit careless of their clothes. 
Specialty team also seems to be 
new, with their costumes not blend- 
ing at all with the rest of the 
troupe. For an act of this sort, all 
that is important. 

Kramer and Boyle were number 
three and had a tough time fighting 
the mikes. But they kidded along 
and by display of good nature got 
their share of applause. 

Lillian Roth, next to closing, had 
no mike trouble, but plenty throat 
trouble, with a bad chest cold which 
she ought to have been home curing. 
She waded through two numbers 
and stalled a third, which isn't ex- 
actly what the mob paid for. 

Carl Freed closed and got his 
share of laughs with low class hoke 
of the goofiest sort, showing neither 
taste, ability nor thought on any- 
body’s part. But the 14th street 
mob ate it up. No kick coming on 
the act, except from those who re- 
member back a couple of seasons to 
Freed’s band act, which was the 
goods every way. 

‘Famous Ferguson Case’ (FN) was 
the picture and an amateur talent 
contest for the last show Thursday 
night. Kauf. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 21. 

Blow-off week at the RKO comes 
Friday. Playing vaude with ex- 
ception of one year since it opened 
in 1924, this house switches to a 
stage band policy, with Paul Ash 
featured. Vaude will go over to the 
Orpheum, an in-and-outer on stage- 
bands and straight pictures since 
two-a-day vaude hung itself there 
two years ago. 


Switch is to lighten up on the red 
ink. Vaude at the Orpheum, coupled 
with the cream of what pictures the 
RKO circuit plays in its ‘A’ houses, 
will possibly stem the loss that this 
house has been taking for some 
time. ‘he RKO, operating under a 
lesser overhead, will continue te 
play secondary pictures with the 
stage band. 

Final vaude bill does not leave 
the house in a blaze of glory. Ebony 
Follies, five people colored flash act; 
Healy and Cross, male singing duo; 
Will and Giadys Ahern, straight and 
comedy dancing with chatter, and 
Arthur and Morton Havel, hoke 
flash act, made up the unit. 

On entertainment value Ebony 
Follies cops the honors, It got the 
bill away to a fast start with hoof- 
ing of the acrobatic type. Three 
men and two women specialize in 
hocks of every variety. One of the 
boys throws a breakneck routine of 
reverse flips. 

Healy and Cross in the deuce spot 
were a let down. Pair have changed 
their routine and delivery little in 
the years they have been in vaude. 
Second on a four-act bill should in- 
dicate to them that some change is 
necessary. Two special and two pop 
numbers just about pleased. 

Will and Gladys Ahern followed. 
Ahern’s dead pan chatter still oke, 
as are his sister’s dancing and looks. 
With the opening act featuring 
hocks, Ahern wisely did his as an 
encore. He's still one of the best of 
the Russe type of dancing. An un- 
programmed accompanist also as- 
sisted Ahern in his gagging. 

Havels closed with a meaningless 
sketch. Special boat dock set used, 
with the comedy derived from the 
team on the make for two giris in 
one of the staterooms. Another 
character, the captain, comes on for 
two laughs with the brothers. Act 
possesses a ?ittle entertainment. 

Business capacity downstairs for 
the first evening show Sunday with 


‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) the screen 
feature. Pathe news clips filled the 
bill. . 


Call 


—— 





dose of gloom that others are get- 


, ting from the Memorial Day exodus, 


Char. 
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atic semen omen * 
More than half of the customers 
at the Saturday matinee were kids 
and the house’ was pretty nearly 
filled Sealed at a 35 top 
1bc minimum, the four-h« show is 


a bargain, which may explain the 


biz and the draw. Also proves 
the beauty of indie operation fo 
vaude or anything almost these 
gagavs. Four acts; one, a magical 
turn, was pie for kid attraction in 
this part of town. Two features, 
‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox) and ‘Love 
Affair’ (Col) besides other screen 
fare guarantees a generous run for 
the money. 

The Great Huber headed the four- | 
act program with 24 minutes of 
card, kerchief and glass bell stuff. 
He also utilizes the trunk mystery 
trick and audience kids for stooges, 
all of which is real entertainment 
no matter how regarded, Making 
the break for the kids in a theatre 
has never failed to pay good re-| 
turns Huber seems to know it. 


silly Barnes, Cliff Crane and Em- 
ory Manly completed the quartet of 


turns. The Manly act, a duo man 
and woman turn doing lip and 
mouth work with whistling pre- 


Like the Crane 
it’s a quantity 


dominating, opened. 
and the Barnes acts 
number. 

Barnes (New Acts) depends most- 
lv on a drunk bit and an attempt to 
subtly show how stupid cops can be. 
Some of it gets over and some 
doesn’t, although on the whole the 
turn is pleasing. Girl’s song and} 
dance is a mistake, although her 
limbs attract. 

Crane is aided in his comedy by a 
man and woman. Latter does a solo 
high-kick number and the act goes | 
over, but needs speeding. The girl 
would fare better if she dropped 
that long dress out of her first en- 
trance; not becoming. 

That the Grand O. H. is making | 
dough offers a laboratory theught to} 


certain chain operators trying to} 
manipulate vaude and combo pro- | 
grams, here and elsewhere. The} 


64 minutes 


Shan. | 


acts around 


waits. 


four 
with 


run 


ORPHEUM, L. A. | 
May 28. 
the Orpheum | 
two years of straight 
picture and intermittent presenta- 
tion policy. Reason for the switch 
from the RKO to this house is that 
the Orpheum has been running 
plenty in the red for some time. 
With the better pictures booked 
here it is figured that the vaudfilm 
policy will cut down the red if not 
show a profit. 

Current bill is the Benny Meroff 
intact plus two locally booked acts: 
Melvin Brothers, acrobatic trio, who 


Los Angeles, 
Vaude returned to 
today after 


| show 


| the 





open, and Ray Conlin, ventriloquist, 
in the second spot. Bill is budgeted}! 
at $4,400, with Meroff’s portion get- | 
ting $3,900. 

Plenty of entertainment 
Jaughs to satisfy everyone. Suffi- 
cient sock in the bill to send the 
audience out boosting vaude. ‘Flesh | 
Is Weak’ (Metro), feature, is a Fox- 
West Coast reject, but coupled with 
vaude should give the house a good 
week. Opening performance Satur- 
day had the orchestra filled, with 
the first 10 rows in the balcony ca- 
pacity. , 

Melvin Srothers satisfactory | 
opener. Three boys dressed in white} 
shorts with red berets look classy 
and sell their stuff, all hand-to-hand | 
catches, Ray Conlin okay in the 
deuce spot. Conlin works differ- 
ently from the majority of ventril-| 


and} 








equists, letting the dummy do | 
straight the majority of the time.} 


Material is good and his finish witi 
the dummy walking and talking is 
strong. 

Meroff and his band take up the 
remainder of the performance. Band 


Piays two numbers in the accepted 
manner, devoting the remainder of 
their time to roughneck clowning 


Plenty of seltzer water squirted and 
several blue bits, with the slapstick 
working overtime. 

Entire band doubles on trumpets, 
Violins and saxophones. Also strong 
on group singing, using regular band 


irrangements for the vocal stuff 
Joy Finley, tap dancer; Ann Roth. 
blues singer, and Mary Duckley, toe 
dancer, supply the femme flash to 
tne act and all work well. Mini- 
mum of girls on the bill is notice- 
able. 

‘Red’ Pepper, trumpet player, gets 

ost of the laughs with hi clown- 
ne, none of it looking studied 

Mevrofm is satisfied with one dance: 
an imitation of Ted Lewis nd the 
maving of a half-dozen instruments 

mMmience wanted mor 

Vaude started of auspicious 

e Orpheum, and if the shows re- 
tain the class and sock of the initial! 
offering the box office should be € yt 

sy. 

Pathe news clips complete t} 
Y ° . a*s 77 fe 


elran, 


Grand 0. HN. Y., Vande, 2 Pies, 35¢, 
Caters to Kids, 


and Makes Dough 





KEITH MEMORIAL 


Boston, May 28 
Vaudeville attempted to ome 
into its own in Boston tonig) 


back 
ien the RKO interests pulled 


Golden Jubliee revival racket 
ballyhoo the change in poli 
the Keith Memorial. 

This $5,000,000 Albee baby dedi 
ated in 1928 as a memorial to B. F 
Keith, originally opened as a glo: 
fied combination house The nut 
was terrific and operating costs 
were chiseled away until finally they 
even budgeted the feed for the 
goldfish in the fountains, before 
getting it on a satisfactory basis 
of economy. The success of this 


was marked by the death of all the 
goldfish. 


Much along the same lines, the 
house policy then changed _ to 
straight film, the boxoffice figures 


following the fate of the goldfish 
In the meantime pop vaudeville was 
shifted to the Keith Boston house 
across the street where it thrived 
under the eagle-eyed showmanship 
of Ray Conner. Starting today the 
Memorial took back the vaudeville 
and the “Keith Boston went into a 
revue policy. 

The public was rather apathetic 
about the Golden Jubliee racket al- 
though the town as a whole hopes 
that the magnificent movie mauso- 
leum can bring vaudeville back out 
of deep red here in the city where 


vaudeville was born. The Kleigs, 
the floods, the amplifiers, and the 
broadeasting built up the Golden 
Jubliee idea but the public didn’t 
seem to care. It’s hard to get a 
kick out of Kleig light on a busi- 
ness street at 7:30 p.m. when the 


sun is still shining and everybody 


is flivvering away for a holiday 
week end. 

Mayor Curley in person and 
President Hoover via Western 
Union were featured with the tele- 
gram coming on time which was 
more than Mayor Curley did. Cur- 
ley’'s emulation of Jimmy Walker 
combined with the fact that Ben 


sernie and his gang did not arrive 


framed, 


HIPPODROME 


Diversity is the chief merit of the 
Hipp bill this week, with only two 
.cts trespassing on each other, 
which makes for better entertain- | 
ment. Show runs nearly two hours, 
but moves along nicely with a smart 
sendoff by the Hollanders, comedy 
.crobats in an eight-minute routine 


without stalling. It’s a pleasant 
Surprise to those who have not seen 
t before, since it starts out like a 
sical skit and sudde SW es 
‘ ny dig t = St i 
a dad with wi! iss ‘ 
obpdat é 
{ 5 + bD cl i ¢ ‘ 
‘ tT ‘ f + 
al } Bx x Ne \ S I 
rom a novice T ! Y els oT 
cted routine f nitations ] 
Some houses ‘ on 
mark in the Swans \ 
nave to be < hopped t é ‘ 
the laugh of the tur: It's the time 
honored gag of getting good ma- 
terial through imitations, but Miss 
Bowman clicks nicely. Should be 
able to do better than the deuce on 
many bills, for it suggests class. 
She uses a piano, but only to put 
her costume changes on. No pianist 
Frank Hurst and Eddie Vogt (New 
Acts) tip off when the music starts 
up ‘Anchors Aweigh’ and then com«¢ 
oO! as Marines Old-timers wh 
could do better with smarter ma- 
terial. Much of the hoke i pretty 
familiar. They got over only fairly 
Snoozer, Jr., a dog, made a pro- 
nounced hit with the women and 
children. Some of the stuff goes as 


back as the pup refusing to stop 

until the trainer 
but Snoozer is a 
trained collie that 
which few stage collies 
posed to understand 
and trainer seems to be overboard 
on assurance of no signals, even 
hoodwinking the dog for one routine. 
Nicely cued but the act is not 
smartly routined and is slowed down 
by the introduction of a rather un- 
necessary cat, apparently put in to 
stretch out to 10 minutes. Better 
this act would be a great 
ecard for the family trade. 

Jack Pillard and Al Hillis were a 
little too close to the other two-man 
act for best results, but they work 
out a better routine. The two girls 
in the act help along. Some old 
stuff, but smartly handled. Whis- | 


Lal 
praying 
‘Amen,’ 


Savs 
nicely 
tail, 
do. Sup- 
what is said, 


wags its 


'tling and harmonica bits take it out 


until nine minutes before their first | 


added a few gray hairs on 
the temples of Harry McDonald, the 
divisional RKO chief. But the show 
went off smoothly, so smoothly that 
public wondered what all 
ballyhoo was about. 
merely another pop vaudeville show 
and, as a matter of fact, that is all 
it was. The local program budget 
is lean for seven acts, four shows 
a day, and it will have to be. The 
gross business possible under a 30c 
top forenoons, four bits in the after- 
noon and a split scale evenings with 
a top of 75c will not carry much 
of a bill, and a first run production 
picture with an overhead on $5,000,- 
000 pressing down on the weekly p. 
and 1. statement. 

Mayor Curly talked glowingly of 
the freedom from vulgarity and 
nudity that had alawys marked 
Keith programs and then sat down 
in a rather obscure seat to watch a 
show that was rather blue in spots. 
Barelegged dancers are probably a 
surprise to the mayor whose frown 
for this frivolity has made the Bos- 
ton censorship eude nationally fa- 
mous, 

3en Bernie saved the show, 
ing in fine form and ad 
effectively. Ada Brown ran away 
with second honors, grabbing them 
from Buster West who had been 
heavily featured With Bernie. Ferry 
Corwey, musical clown, the Three 
Aces, Ryan and Noblette and 
Baker’s Flashes of 1932 completed 
the seven act bill with ‘Radio Pa- 
trol’ (RKO) as the feature picture. 
Libbey. 


he- 


ORPHEUM 


Denver, May 23. 


| with a quartet of boys, 
the | 
To them it was | 


| Really 
libbing | 


of the usual sidewalk class to which} 
it technically belongs. Turn is put} 
over with a certain good humor that 
helps as much as the material. 
Harry White and Alice Manning, 
get almost 
into the revue class with a diveri- 
fied offering, the outstanding feature 
being Miss Manninge’s clowning in 
a couple of dance bits with White. 
Boys sing for the stars’ first num- 
ber, then three of them go into a 
couple of tap routines which get 
over surprisingly well, chiefiy be- 
cause a limited variety of steps is 
well sold. They put up a good front. 
The real payoff is the five-minute 
encore, a bit of crazy fooling that 
could have been run into another 
encore. Nothing to it, but it looks 
and sounds funny at the time and 


done with a speed which prevents 


thoughtful dissection of the _ ele- 
ments. 
act can be a riot. 

Peter Higgins sang four songs and | 
permitted his pianist to do a solo.| 
Several times he put the spot either | 
on the pianist or into the orchestra! 
pit, with the musicians playing in) 
sections; muted brasses at one time 
and a string obligato at another.) 
doesn’t mean anything, but 
it gives variety to what otherwise 
would be a straight singing turn. 
In the next-to-shut, Higgins, with a 
nice manner and a sweet tenor, not! 
only held up his end but won a nice 
hand that he did not have to rush 
back to receive. One of the. solid 
hits of the show. 

Closer is James Evans, a pedal 
juggler of smoothness and surety.) 
His best trick is balancing a globe 


,on either foot and tossing a third to 


}a balance atop the other two. 
erly covers the misses and made it 


The Orantos open the bill with) 
head balancing, gymnastics and 


risley. Their best is when two per- 


|}form atop a 15-foot pole held on 
shoulder of another. 
Masters and Grayce are a fast 


| pair of chatterers and do a novelty 


dance he her a 
lesson. 
Don Zelaya, 


his playing with a 


before gives golf 
rotund pianist, mixes 
lecture on the 


futility of the jazz music of today 
and mixes it with enough humor that 
it gets across, even with a Denver 
crowd—and that’s a tough thing to 
do. Evelyn Singer sings ‘Kiss Me 
Again’ while he accompanies, and 
| Stanley Simmons vocalizes anothei 
Herbert ballad, ‘Sweet Mystery of 
Life.’ toth sing through megs stick- 


ing through the curtain. They are 
featured also in the closing act, ‘Liv- 
in which a half a dozen 


dressed in white tights from 


ing Jewelry,’ 


models, 





the neck down, are used to o - 

ment several huge models of 

elry, such as a 12-foot hand mirror 
huge hack-comb, ete. Hoover and 

( ip entertain with some fast 

idagio d alternate with Evel 

Singer and Stanley Simmons, 

The ove ie as cut to the 
shing p The audience would 
e enjoyed it more if the com 
1 heen ditched and the orch¢ 


civen the time 


Clev- | 
| 


on the 
caught. 
cross and 


fourth try at the show 
Other objects are a table,a 

a bed with a couple of 
comedy figures. This got a laugh 
but rather pulled down the finish. 
Nice stage setting. A personable 
assistant hands him the objects but 
does not pick them off the floor 
when he drops them, because he 
doesn't drop. 

Film division limited to 
reel clips, one a comedy 
with Victor Moore .and 
of Six Million’ (Radio). 


two news- 
interview 
‘Symphony | 


Summer K. O's Lawndale 
Chicago, May 30. 
Lawndale, Yiddish stock house on 


the west side, folded for the sum- 
mer. Present intention is to reoy n 
in September just before the Jewish 
New Year. 

Season just concluded was not a 
profitable one. Adler family played 


few weeks ago but failed te 


impressibly. 


ere 


at WwW 


‘Merry-Go-Round’ Pay Cut 


ast of Merry-Go- Re ind po- 
tica show at the Avon, New 
Yor} inderstood to have accepted 
eut of 33 1-3% effective < 
es 
\ ter Hart and M «] Biank- 
fs ere he producers 


|; They 


- - | Coming on without any notice and 
In a smaller auditorium the} 


| strong finish in which the girls were 


i ford adagio foursome. 


| being tossed about by three huskies. 


_-———_— 


Raffles Who Played His Magic Act 


30 Yrs. Ago at 15e, 


Repeats in Bham 


At Same Scale, But Plus 2 Features 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


( care \I 
x 3 la ef na ) 
é eY ©! It © Sec¢ 
é t < £ ! l 
‘ 
we ns ‘ 
been present On the previous of 
asion it was an eight-act ray, 
and a sock on names and entertain- 
ment 
Names on the current line are 
open to dispute as far as their box 
office strength in this midwest burg 
froes. Heading were Jack Mulhall, 


Harry Hershfield and Zelma O'Neal, 


All three of these personalities de- 
pended mainly on their reputations 
itside of the ideville theatre to 
£et nem ross on tne vaudeville 
tage. ] Miss O'Neal] who 1 
hardly new to the vaude piattorm 
insisted in a foolish way, on dig 
ging up the fact that she’s been on 


celluloid. 


Hershfield managed the matter 
with much more finesse. On his 
immediate entrance he went to his 
chalk and paper and penciled the 
eartoon of Abe Kabibble. Then he 
forgot about that part of his life, 
clearly stating that he drew that 


picture strictly for purposes of iden- 
tification. Hershfield, on his own, is | 


doing a neat monolog. He's telling 
jokes, but has them arranged | 
nicely into a knitted routine. He | 
was perched up too soon as No. 3} 


on this long line. Would have been } 
better down farther where his com- 
edy strength is needed. 

Mulhall is next-to-closing, and is 
following Zelma O'Neal. These two 
acts shouldn't be running together. 
let down a bill that, up to} 
that point, had been breezing along | 
capably. Mulhall has a weak ve- 
hicle for his return to this town’s | 
flesh theatre. The act has much; 
pathos in the tale of a long-lost son 
who turns out to be the picture star, 
Jack Mulhall. It’s a two-act, the 


|} other person doing an a.k. for whom 


Mulhall plays straight. 
And Miss O'Neal, also, 
better material than she has here. 
She is making use of old bits of 
| business that have long since ex- 
| hausted their comedy possibilities. 
|She is also wasting much valuable 
time in trying to relive the old hits, 
both in musical comedy and pic- 
i tures, of ‘Follow Thru.’ She's an ex- 
a keen sense of 


deserves 


}cellent clown with 
|mugging, but she’s wasting all her 
|talent on weak singing and comedy 
| bits. In this three-act was an wun- 
| billed acrobatic hoofer, who ¢2- 
; serves mention for a specialty nu.n- 
| ber that was the sock of the turn. 
slipping off almost as quickly, he 
even then failed to spoil a natural 
acrobatic dancing session. 
Opening the show was the Honey | 
Family, three men and three girls, 
in a tumbling and teeter-board turn 
that’s trained to almost perfect pre- 
cision. Starting cold to an almost 
empty house, this turn built to a 


} seen 


———_— > — 

I mingh \I 4 
I e's probably ot another 
USE I ( ntry i compares 
} Temple ere Six icts of 
iudeville were put in Ss week in 
ii I ( ’ S il policv of two 
i n sreel, 
all all running over f r hours 
at 15 and 20 The pictures are sec- 
ond run. Mats are lic straight and 
nights at 20c. Three shows a day 
and the management wanted four 
but not willing to drop one of the 


features. 


‘Raffles’ heads a company of indie 


acts which have been touring the 
midwest and south. ‘Raffles’ is well 
known as a lock artist. He played 
Birmingham 30 vears ago for 15ce 
and today is doing the same. But 
30 years ago they didn’t have dawn 

istomers to sit 


to dusk shows for « 
through 


The show is advertised as a 


mvys-=- 


tery show but turns out to have 
very little mystery. Most of it is 
music and comedy, which is what 
makes Birmingham audiences slap 
their paws together. taffles acts 
as m. c. for the whole business. 
There are also two girl dancers, 


Marcelle Bizet and Joan Woodward, 
French and hula, respectively, who 
antagonize the audience plants and 


| then scoot for the exit. 


Cone 
but 


Julian 
so hot, 


Sister act, Alice and 
nor, do some taps, not 
they are easy on the eyes. 


The show carries its own orches- 
tra which does a _ specialty and 
which, despite the quality, meets 


| with approval. 


Tommy Canzano’s piano accord- 


ion single was okay. He took two 
encores, He doesn’t say a word 
but plays, and plays the things the 


audience likes to hear. 

A male quartet, something seldom 
in vaudeville these days, was 
a fair success. A better selection of 


songs would help however. Come 
ing right behind Canzano, who 
played those fast moving songs 
| the audience was in no mood for 
slow, dreamy stuff. 

Raffles then announced that the 
continuation of vaudeville at the 
| Temple depended on the people. If 


| the show can make money or break 
}even, vaudeville will be cortinued. 

The closing act was Raffles’ star 
stunt, locking a girl and boy in a 
large office safe and getting them 





out in three minutes. He did it in 
one, 

The two pictures were ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ and ‘Kiki.’ Business very 
good. Bobbie. 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


Weak four act layout running 
overlong. Vaude runs to about 65 
minutes, with each act but the 
closer dragged out. First and last 
get over, but the two center turns 
are tepid. 





just as effective as the men. In the! 


, closing session was another perfect- ! 


ly trained turn, the Adler and PBrad- 
suilt on the} 
modernistic style, this act manages | 
to outdo the score of similar acts | 
based on the idea of one small gal 


A final whirlwind tossing bit closes 
the turn on a feverish and clinching 
sock which couldn't be followed by 
anything but the picture. 

Al K. Hall is also showing Chicago | 
a new act, bringing in his Junior and 
a trio of helpers. The encore of this 





turn is the meat of the session, in| 
, which Hall sticks to ‘one’ and does} 
a solo. The rest of the stuff with} 


the femmes is of the standard bur-| 
lesque style and hardly as effective. 


Junior turns up as a beginner on} 
comedy, but with much to show on 
the hoofing. 

In the deuce Pettet and Douglas 
presented a quiet but pleasant talk- 
ing and singing act. The difference; 
in size between the two is in itself 
the basis of the turn, though the 
gags are receiving their quota of 
rumbles. 

Line-up sums up as a standard 
vaude bill that has possibilties, the} 
only defects being the spotting of; 
performers not completely sold as, 
standard vaude, and who are on the! 
bill strictly for the ‘in person’ tag.| 
The ads on the Palace this week 
carry three lines of ‘in person’: Only 
one is making good, and it’s a ques- 
tion whether that ‘in person’ line 
contains anv real strength any 
longer. As far as the box office is 
concerned, it doubtless would have 
been wiser to have one undisputed | 
headliner than three whose draw 
potentialities are, to ay the least, 
vacue. 

‘Ferguson Case’ (WR) feature 
Busine ¥: started slowly, but the first 
fio was filling up at the close of 
this long-running bill. coll, 


Earl Lindsay’s Revue of 1932 
opened and used 28 minutes and 
could be cut down to 20. Five line 
girls, two boys and a featured 
femme dancer comprise the talent 
contingent of this flash. The feae 
tured dancer stands head and 
shoulders above the rest. She is 


Grace Du Fay and rates as one of 
the most adept contortive dancers 
seen around in a long time. One 
adagio contortion routine was a 
honey. Five line girls are good 
hoofers whose best bet is a nicely 
staged toe ballet. One of the boys 
acts as m. ¢. and vocalizes weakly; 


other chap supplies a _ military 
dance, 

Ward Wilson (New Acts) deuced 
with imitations of ether notables, 
none too hot, although nicely fe- 
eeived here. Mills and Robi: ton 


(New Acts), mixed couple, is a ..ow 
act, with the girl’s dancing the only 
lifesaver. 

Kikutas closed with their custom- 
ary snappy set of acrobatic rou- 
tines. Act appears to be working 
with a new layout of scenery plus 
a special carpet on which the name 
of the act is spelled. Juggling and 
acrobatics are accomplished by this 
Jap troupe with their usual smooth- 


ness. 
‘Wet Parade’ (Metro) on screen, 
A fair house Saturday matinee, 7 


PRIVATE AUDITIONS 


Chicago, May 30. 


Another local ad agency is in- 
stalling its own audition room in 
the growing trend towards agency 
exclusiveness and privacy. McCann- 
Erickson is now iegotiating for 
radio studio equipment, which is 
expected to be in and working with- 
in the month. 

It marks the entire realignment 


of this agency’s ether division, 
vhich starting this week will be 
headed by Fred Ibbetts, formerly 
vith Critchfield. 
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ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


(Continued from Page 35) 


attraction on the current show is 
the first attempt at local production 
by B&K since it turned the house 
over to the Loew units. With the 
approaching return of local shows 
for the Oriental, this attempt 1s 
more or less of a test and comes 
through with reasonable effect to 
believe that the production depart- 
ment is still functioning. 

To round out the production with 
some needed talent, two acts and a 
lineup of 12 Abbott girls were in- 
serted in the layout, beside a group 
of atmosphere people. For a make- 
shift show this one looked very good 
and ran off equally smooth at the 
first performance. Abbott group, 
particularly, were attention arrest- 
ing, with routines fitting the general 


to set them off favorably on appear- 
ance. 

LaFayette and LaVerne, dance 
team doubling from the College Inn, 
started in the initial specialty spot 
with a waltz routine not especially 
impressive, but followed up on a re- 
turn with their standard and fa- 
miliar apache. That number got 
results, even if the inevitable ac- 
companying music might have been 
anything else. 

Upholding the theory that novelty 
acts aren’t passe, but welcomed with 
enthusiasm, Charles Carrier clicked 
heavily with a juggling routine that 
brought him back for more than the 
ordinary amount of bows. Carrier ~ 
manipulation with small articles is 
done very neatly and with precision, 
while his timing is excellent. He 
was booked in on the strength of his 
showing at the Congress, preview 
spot, a few weeks ago, which sug- 
gests the showing nights are netting 
results. 

Pit orchestra under Verne Buck 
has a comparatively easy time of it 
this week, not being overburdened 
with too exacting folios. Organ spe- 
cialty is a burlesque on the return of 
beer, also timely. 

Trade started with something of 
a rush early Friday morning, which 
proved too early, as all the bargain 
hunters got in under the 35c line, 
and after that all was quiet.on the 
Span. 





Paramount, Newark 


Newark, May 28. 


Professional part of .bill is cut 
to two acts. The Brightons, two 
men and a woman, against a black 
drop make pictures by assembling 
rags on an oblong. They work fast, 
cleverly conceal the design intended, 
and produce effective results. They 
are well liked. 

Harry Welch and Co. do their 
familiar act with two men singing 
a little, fooling and then going into 
the restaurant bit and ending with 
a brief dance. They score. 

Victor Hyde’s local frolic runs 
35 minutes. It has nearly 5° 
people nicely costumed but with 
no staging, aside from several 
drops. The routines are simple al- 
thgugh the lights were used effec- 
tively in one. A series of specialities 
revealing only mediocre talent, 
filled out. Amateur shows here 
challnge comparison with the fine 
dancing school shows done in the 
past and this one is in no way com- 
parable to the best. 

Three shorts were shown with a 
long newsreel and the feature, 


scheme and cleanfi bright. costumes} 


‘Rhapsody in Blue’ on a harmonica 
with a warm pop finish. Too much 
music in a row, but it all went over. 
Miller and Mack made one ap- 
pearance with a song and eccentric 
dance, then came on later with the 
comic in a dress for broad crossfire 
and an apache burlesque that placed 
them firmly. Their two routines 
were spaced by June Worth in an 
acrobatic dance, short and fast. 
Lawrence King, another tenor, 
started ballading with Ash at the 
piano and wound up the show with 
Why Darkies Are 3orn,’ 





| ‘That’s 


on a platform above the band. It 
was a sufficiently loud finale upon 
which to draw curtains logically. 

Lou McDermott is produicng for | 
Ash. No flash attempt in this first | 
presentation. 

‘Are You Listenin’?’ (Metro) fea- 
ture after being rejected by F-WC, 
also one of Pathe’s ‘Rufftown’ 
shorts, cartoon and Pathe News. 

Just a few seats short of capacity 
downstairs for the first stage show. 

An experiment of having the band 
accompany the last reel and one- 
half of the feature from the pit is 
being tried, but was not on the 
opening program. Bang. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, May 27. 

With stage shows going out in 
another three weeks, Stanley ap- 
pears to be making a splurge in an 
effort to find out whether names 
mean anything after all. This week 
it’s Lilyan Tashman in person, next 
session will find Earl Hines’ band 
here and the closing presentation 
is to be ‘Pittsburgh on Parade,’ an 
all-local talent show with the only 
outsider Joe Penner, always a fa-:j 
vorite around here. 
Current unit is a ‘Stitch in Time,’ 
the best Fanchon & Marco have 
sent along in more than a month. 
It has a good idea, a flock of ex- 
cellent performers, is long on nov- 
elty and has been handed a produc- 
tion with some life to it. 
Opening, with chorus girls com- 
ing out of a huge sewing box to 
represent scissors, thimbles, etc., 
gets things off to a good start and 
Five Di Cardos keep up the pace 
with a remarkable exhibition of 
tumbling in and out of barrels. 
Tommy McAuliffe, the armless won- 
der, follows with his amazing dem- 
onstration of golfing skill, sure-fire 
with any audience, gathering a lot 
of spontaneous applause. 
Dick Powell, m. c., occupies the 
next spot, stepping onto a platform 
in the pit to warble a cycle of 
songs, He stopped the show here 
this afternoon, unusual for a three- 
year-old local personality, and had 
to give them three numbers, getting 
enough on the last, ‘Paradise,’ to 
take another encore, which he 
wisely avoided. The Tashman act, 
utilizing Sid Silvers, Milton Le Roy 
and Dorothy Bushey, a local, was 
smartly spotted before the Joe and 
Jane McKenna turn, anybody, even 
with the Tashman rep, would have 
had a tough time following the 
knockabout McKennas. Screen star 
does all right by herself, getting 
some real help from Stooge Silvers, 
who interrupts from the pit. 





MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, May 28. 


‘Thank You’ revue is a pleasant, 


skill and in which all the numbers 
come in for a generous share of ap- 
plause. If a little time was clipped 
from the share allotted to each per- 
former, the revue could stand up as 
a good example of light stage en- 
tertainment. That has been a con- 





backed by the colored Etude Chorus | 


| Mastbaum 
| with small suitcases and attired in 


sistent fault of the Mastbaum. 


Show opens on full stage with set} 


representing stack of baggage and 
ballet (24) coming on 


neat chartreuse outfits. The entire 
group sings a tuneful number, 
‘Dream Train,’ very well, quite an 
achievement because the line girls 
usually flop when doing recitative 
or vocal work. They put it over this 
time and exit with that well-trained 
locomotive step of theirs, using the 
backs of the suitcases to represent 
a train. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin next with 
a mixture of slapstick, ukelele ma- 
nipulation and good stepping. The 
boys made a great hit, but were on 
too long, especially since they came 
back later to put additional pep into 


his stooges and accompanists. 


over his songs in good style. He is 
a local boy well liked here and his 
tying up at the end with the three 
comedians put a snappy finish to 
what otherwise would have been 
just a good song number. 

Another comedy team worked on 
platform over pit and put over their 
style of dialog. Also brought on 
seven-foot stooge as novelty. 

Mastbaum ballet shows its stuffin 
a ‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’ 
number in which it utilizes the full 
stage, the entire line of 24 doing a 
straight-line pinwheel. The routine 
is all new, the last word in preci- 
sion, and the girls rated a great 
hand. 

Last number is an undersea bal- 
let with effects nicely obtained and 
ballet doing an introductory dance 
in flowing chiffon for seaweed ef- 
fect. Ray, Ellis and LaRue close 
with an adagio in which a mechani- 
cal octopus is used, adding a novel 
touch and allowing a dramatic 
finish. 

Milton Charles gives Joe Burke a 
break, mentioning him as the writer 
of ‘I Send My Love with These 
Roses,’ during which the scent of 
flowers is sent through the theatre. 
Also gives his singing class a lot of 
old-timers like ‘Waiting for the 
Robert E. Lee.’ The Mastbaum or- 
chestra has a ‘Pagliacci’ arrange- 
ment, and the screen offering is 
Ramon Navarro’s ‘Huddle’ (M-G), 

Waters. 


CALIFORNIA 


Los Angeles, May 20. 
This, the most elaborate theatre 
on Main street, and once the Gold- 
Wyn show window, has been re- 
opened on a Spanish talker policy 
under direction of Jose Finger. 
House has been usec for Spanish 





McKennas close, and it’s too bad 
they have to split their act for a} 
chorus number. Idea of a classy 
ballet first which they later bur- 
lesque, may have sounded okay, but 
when these kids were doing it all 





‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par). House 
nowhere near capacity. Austin. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


In shuffling the theatre routines 
of RKO’s coast division, Cliff Work 
has shoved the eastern intact units 
from the RKO Hillstreet locally to 
the larger Orpheum, which has been 
straight pictures, and has given the 
Hillstreet a stageband policy under 
supervision of the vetern m. c., Paul 
Ash. Both theatres benefited in 
grosses by the change on opening 
day (Saturday), which is, of course, 
partly due to the novelty, but is by 
no means an unfavorable omen, 

Ash, his 25-piece stage band and 
the specialty acts represent a stage 
expendithre of around $2,000, which 
is almost one grand under the thea- 
tre’s previous stage nut with vaude- 
ville units. Further, the Ash show 
looks like more show than the 
vaudeville and stirred a much more 
enthusiastic reception. 

One of the greatest freak stage 
draws in the country during his 
Stay at the Oriental in Chicago sev- 
eral years ago, Ash's box-office mag- 
netism has waned as the furious 
popularity of the stage band policy 
faded. And through no fault of his. 
But treating the blessed recollection 
of those affluent days as just some- 
thing to talk about over a cracker 
barrel, Ash’s work at the RKO 
opening day proved that he is still 
able to sell a stage show for more 
than it is worth and can handily 
convince an audience that it has had 
something for its money. 

The show was mostly band, which 
is a difficult thing to peddle these 
days. Starting with a medley of 
popular numbers, Ash brought on 
Cy Kahn, staff tenor, and Maureen 
Marseilles for vocal bits, and was 
able to bring them back for legit 
bows. Next was a symphonic ar- 
rangement of ‘Paradise,’ also em- 
ploying a vocal interlude and sold 

nicely. Jack Val followed with 


at once, with Joe hoofing, while 
Jane made her change, was much 
better. At that, they didn’t have 
any trouble landing right side up. 
This team is getting there. Right 
now they’re great show prospects. 

They also stooge for Powell on 
several occasions, runaing in and 
out of the wings with gags all 
through the show, while the m. c. 
is doing his introductions. One 
chorus number also deserves men- 
tion. It’s a fall down and go boom 
unison thing, but flashily staged and 
executed. 

Dave Broudy’s overture, Bernie 
Armstrong’s organlog, newsreel and 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB). Downstairs 
well filled for first show this after- 
noon, but balcony, except for first 
few rows, virtually empty. 

Cohen, 





Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, May 23. 





Discarding of the stage policy at 
Warners leaves only an organist 
and a tenor for its non-screen en- 
tertainment. House had vaudeville 


and other language films in the 
past, but has been dark for several 
weeks, 

House is using an eight-piece 
stage band, with a line of six girls 
and several entertainers, in a 45- 
minute presentation program. 
Reopening has ‘Santa,’ first pic- 
ture of the Compania Nacional 
Productora de Peliculas of Mexico 
City, as feature. Directed by An- 
tonio Morena and starring Lupita 
Tovar. 

Lights and personal appearances 
of Senorita Tovar and others of the 
cast marked the opening night. 
Audience and premiere crowd out- 
side was 95% Spanish-speaking. 
Appearances were made after the 
picture and were marked by a 
charming Spanish custom of no 
speeches except by the m.c. Among 
names extraneous to the picture 
who were summoned to the plat- 
form were Laurel and Hardy, who 
wowed the Latin house with five 
Spanish words pronounced between 
them. 

Music in the presentation is more 
staid than the fare served Amer- 
ican audiences. Two male soloists 
and a femme duo work in various 
ballad numbers. 
encore calls for a second song. Al- 
together an even dozen songs were 
delived during the presentation. 





and stage band policy abandoned 


too weak to merit continuance. 

Gaylord Carter, house’s regular 
billed organist, and Goeffrey Gill, 
solo singer with the stage band pre- 
viously, are the combo. Carter has 


two weeks ago. New policy seems | 


Line-girls, six brunettes, work in 
|}three numbers, most effective of 
which was a toreador routine in 
| which bright capes were manip- 
ulated. 


MICHIGAN 





been a favorite at the house, using 
slides of song numbers, mostly with 
satirical lyrics, to warm the audi- 


ence for community singing. He 
bore up well despite an almost 
empty theatre and was’ smart 


enough not to coax the audience too 
much. 

sill hasn’t the experience or 
voice to solo it from alongside the 
organ. As a ringer in the band, he 
got along well and was also a fa- 
vorite. 

House was so bad for ‘Molly Lou- 
vain’ that accurate judging of what 
the singer-organist bill might do 
under better condtiions was diffi- 
cult. 














| Detroit, May 30. 
| Burns and Allen, Guy Lombardo 
;and band on the stage and the 

Metro’s film, ‘Huddle,’ with Ramon 
| Novarro, offer an unusually good 
;combo. The dizzy Gracie Allen and 
jher straight, George Burns, get 
across beautifully, as do Guy Lom- 
bardo and his boys. 

This week differs from last in 
that the previous show had a suc- 
cession of show stoppers. This 
week has two, but they both get 
| Across emphatically, with the spot- 
| ting and production helping. 

Show opens with Don Miller play- 
ing the roving organ console on 


This week's offering called the 


unpretentious show in which the 
ballet gets a chance to display its 


the stage with the Evans girls 
doing a waltz. Music accompani- 
ment by the orchestra. 

With a particularly good-looking 
set, the music and light waltz make 
for a fine bit and sets the show off 
nicely. Following Burns and Allen 
out in ‘one’ and into their act. Of 
course, this time around they are 
a radio act in person rather than 
a vaude act. But either way it 
doesn’t matter which came first, the 
chicken or the egg. . 

Guy Lombardo hasn’t been seen 
here since he became a radio 
favorite. The effect of an ether rep 
| helps and the brothers are there to 
|help with the feminine appeal. The 
women will mean boxoffice. 

The band, because of its soothing 
and smooth type, is limited in not 
being able to briny out one of those 
flag-waving finales. But with Burns 
and Allen to push the finale across 
the theme signatyre is enough to 
close with plenty of the percussion 
appreciation. 

Show running not too long and 
pleasing with the attendance above 
average. Lee. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 








Frankie Richardson, quite a knock- | 
jout in immaculate white suit, put 


In each spot an} 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
Plenty of entertainment packed in 


Frankie Richardson's act, acting 4S’ this week’s stage show, but it won't 


help to draw them in. ‘Strange 
Case of Clara Deane’ (Par) main 
screen attraction, minus any names, 


is too much of a handicap. First 
evening performance Thursday, 
opening day, indicated” that the 


house will 
week. 7 

Highlights of the stage end are 
Ben Blue and Holland and Knight. 
In the case of the latter house is 
billing the class dance team as Hol- 
land and Lloyd, believing that the 
new June Knight, who is the origi- 
nal, is iable-to fool the public. Jack 
Holland, with the previous June 
Knight, has played the house sev- 
eral times. Management thinks 
there might be a kickback. 

Burden of the entertainment is 
on the shoulders of Blue and the 
dance team, who handle it well. 
Others contributing are Winona 
Love, hula dancer, who works in a 
white evening gown and sells the 
grind well. Gown enhances the 
dance instead of covering the mean 
movements. Marjorie DeHaven, 
hela over from last week, intro- 
duces Blue and works one bit with 
him. No hoofing for the youngster 
this week. Joe Williams, colored 
tapper, takes care of that end with 
one routine. Five line girls work one 
ballet number to good advantage. 

Georgie Stoll, house band leader, 
contributes a violin solo, Cyril 
Scott’s ‘Lotus Land.’ The extremely 
modern number, originally a piano 
solo, is a poor selection for a pic- 
ture house. Effort was saved 
through an interpretive dance done 
by Taru, Japanese girl. No fault to 
be found with Stoll’s musicianship. 
Band is on the stage during the en- 
tire presentation. 

Holland and Knight handle their 
one number, a semi-Spanish dance, 
in expert fashion. House gave them 
a good welcome and insisted on a 
repeat, 

Ben Blue was in and out during 
the entire show, working bits with 
Mary Lynn and Mack Pierson, lat- 
ter his stooge. His familiar comedy 
Russian and ‘Dying Swan’ dances 
landed him solidly. 

Talent for the show runs the 
house close to $3,500 and is a good 
buy. 

Paramount Beauty Hints, single 
reel novelty, and Par news clips 
round out the performance. Call. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, May 27. 

RKO is making a concerted effort 
to sell a stage band policy in this 
hvucse long established as the city’s 
only vaude theatre. With removal 
of its vaudeville to the Orpheum, 
Gate is now forced to depend more 
than ever upon its pictures, and 
they’ll have to mean more than the 
current ‘No Greater Love’ to boost 
the Gate out of the slump it has 
been in for past three months. 
Opening matinee’s biz not so hot. 

Shows produced by Ben Black 
with Teddy Joyce mc. Opening 
frolic was a swift 38-minute affair, 
but it still needed scissoring. Tal- 
lent was of pretty high calibre, 
David and Hilda Murray getting the 
palms as outstanding, 


In his m.c. role Joyce tried hard 


go in the red on the 





ito please, putting the stage band 
| through a hot number, contributing 
| fiddle solo, a soft shoe dance and 
|coupla blackouts, landing satisfac- 
| torily. Band okay for a _ pickup 
| combo. F« urteen line girls worked 
| in an opening interlude to intro- 
;duce Joyce and weren't on stage 
| again until the finale. “umi, Orien- 
j}tal acro dancer, got across nicely 
with one number. Eleanor Ames, 
supposed to sing two tunes, did 
more shaking than singing and drew 
but little applause for either ef- 
fort. Last number should get the 
axe, 

Fuzzy Knight presided over a 
| baby piano for a hotcha session of 
comedy chanting and clowning that 





;}passed ‘way over the customers’ 

heads. David and Hilda Murray 

opened with a polite ballroom dance, 

‘following with comic versions of | 
}hoofing in foreign countries that 

lclicked = solidly. Six Freehands 

| Closed with rapidtumbling. Bock. 


————— 
WARNERS, L. A. 


; Los Angeles, Ma 

One of the perils of amait-tias 
vaudeville is hurried bookin . 
where a rigging act comes in ican 
tries to get its equipment up in 
time and goes on with the lines 
still shaky. This happened with 
the Flying Fishers, opening the 
current bill at the Downtown, when 
the trapeze act twice missed in a 
triple flip catch. First time Was 
supposed to be a buildup, but when 
the caster hit the net the props 
went out from under like tooth. 
picks, leaving the web to be sup- 
ported by the lines. Unnerving the 
caster, his next try, blindfoldea 
which was the topper of the act, 
resulted in the same thing, which 
was a thrilling, if unlooked-for 
finale. : 

Seven acts on the bill cost $800 
With 17 performers, the average of 
$47 apiece is high for this house, 
Layout was satisfactory, bringing 
plenty of plaudits from the well. 
filled house. Number two was Pres. 
ton and Sellers, young tappists, 
with the comely girl an asset and 
both doing better with their novelty 
dance than ' 


the broken rhythm 
closing routine. Pleasing. 
Musical act a little long wag 
Johnny, Jean and August, ac. 


cordionists and a girl violinist, who 
suffered from too much swaying of 
the hips and shoulders during her 
solo. Virtuoso flinging could be re- 
pressed for better audience reac-« 
tion. 

Col. Jack qeorge, blackface 
preacher monologist, scored top 
laugh honors with his topical gags, 
many of them pro-Hoover and still 
welcomed. Topical stuff was read, 
under cover, from notes with the 
Colonel then launching into a hen- 
pecked husband spiel, reminding of 
Joe Browning's material. Act was 
socko with this assemblage. 

Romany Trio, usual adacioists, 
failed to cxcite anyone with their 
introduction of two men fighting 
over a girl with rubber daggers, but 
laier routine was standard enough 
to harvest a nice reception. 

Bill was m.c.’d by Morrie Amster- 
dam, erstwhile gaggist for Rube 
Wolf, whose self-written material 
was several times over the patrons’ 
heads since it contained some smart 
stuff. Amsterdam’s clown ’cello 
playing makes up his  next-to- 
closing spot, along with some new 
material that was somewhat better 
than his delivery. 

Closing the 68 minutes of vaude 
was Justiani, Spanish magician of 
the old school, who does well 
enough for this house, although 
lacking the snap and smoothness of 
the A-1 legerdermain artist. Using 
two assistants, male and female, he 
may be handicapped by lack of 
command of English for a covering 
patter. Depends mainly on equip- 
ment, of which he has an elaborate 
saipply. 

Film ‘Rich Are Always with Us’ 
(WB), while a Soviet Russia Vitae 
phone travelog provided variety. 


STANLEY, J.C. * 


(‘50 Million Frenchmen’) 
Jersey City, May 25. 

Although a little long for picture 
house purposes, if convenient turn- 
over is desired, and a trifle zippy in 
material if houses have any qualms 
about that, ‘50 Million Frenchmen,’ 
condensed, is excellent stage enter- 
tainment. It appeals in all direce 
tions and packs plenty of smartness, 
good looks and more than a medium 
sock, 

Tab is virtually on a showing date 
here at a figure said to be little 
above cost. It is being shown for 
the major circuits which, with and 
through Loew’s are claimed inter- 
ested in taking control of the con- 
densation. Representatives of the 
major chains came over here to look 
at the show. 

If Loew’s takes it, presumption is 
that control would pass from Joe 
De Milt and Anatole Friedland on a 
sell-out. Originally producing the 
tab for booking at a reported $8,509, 
De Milt and Friedland played it 
previously in Jersey through a book- 
ing with the Shuberts in Newark. 

Since then several deals have been 
up. Publix’s consideration -for a 
week at the Paramount, Brooklyn, 
is said to have petered when $9,000 
was asked. Another booking, for 
the Paramount, Newark (Publix- 
Skouras house which takes its stage 
shows independently from the 
Dows), fell through when the $8,500 
figure agreed on tentatively was cut 
by the theatre to $8,000. 

The show ran 85 minutes at Shu- 
bert’s Newark, as against 73 here. 
It was up against a double handicap 
in Newark in that the tab went in 
cold, equipment was insufficient and 
the house, playing at 25c up to 1 
o’clock, did the bulk of its drawing 
at that price. 

‘Condensation remains intact for 
this date, with full company of 68 
people, as when playing Newark 4 
month ago. Only change since then 
is replacement of Jean Del Val 
by Jean Newcomb and Gertrude 
Mudge's promotion to part formerly 
done by Nana Bryant. Miss Mudge, 
of the original E. Ray Goetz pro- 
duction, is thus moved up to one of 
the strongest comedy parts of the 
show, done in the full-length musi- 
cal by Helen Broderick. 

She's the blase American tourist 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Nitmark Ball Club 
Gives ‘Variety’ a 
21-4 Tossin’ Around 


Witmarks’ tunesmiths scuttled 





| 
| 
i 


‘Variety's’ typewriter pushers and 
copy carriers by a score of 21-4 ina 
sundown ball game on New York's 
Vimy Ridge, otherwise known as 
The Meadows in Central Park. The 
disaster took place Tuesday (z.) | 
ind probably has sapped the 


reportorial mugegs of all further idea | 
themselves knights of the 
diamond. 

The carnage was tremendous and 
started early. With Witmark at bat 
and one down in the first inning a 
group of colored athletes, who evi- 
dently reached Harlem by way of 


of as 


| BEANS SOCIETY MATRON 


| 


the West Indies, were so engrossed | 
| 


in the ball game that they un- 
furled a carpet behind second base 
and proceded to indulge in that 
good old pastime known as cricket. 
That didn’t help ‘Variety's’ center 
frelder, who, besides being apt to 
have one of his legs bowled off, also 
found himself immediately behind 
the pitcher who was pitching and 
ducking his way through a neigh- 
boring game. 

3y that time there were two 
down, on a strike out, followed by 
a single, a pass and an error 
the bases. At which point some- 
one, with vengeance in his heart, 
lifted a short fly to Snodgrass Hoff- 
man in right field. Galloping in hot 
pursuit. up hill and down dale, and 
detouring around a boulder or two, 
Nevermuff Hoff wound up by 
stumbling over four bars of ‘Was 
That the Human Thing to Do,’ 
stuck his glove in the air for a 
spectacular catch—and three runs 
came in. Two more scores bounced 
over the Manhattan Rockies before 
the first haif of the inning was over 
and ‘Variety’ went to bat five shows 
-wehind and it wasn't Sunday. 

Batting .000 

Having found out that anything 
on the ground was good for two 
bases ‘Variety’s’ stalwarts got the 
idea of making it tough for the op- 
position by walking up to the plate, 
taking their strikes and _ sitting 
down again, if there had been any 
place to sit. The strike out sequence 
was produced by Sammy Smith who 
was slinging ’em for Montreal when 
‘Variety's’ first baseman was just 
an idea, That infielder now has two 
children of his own, evolving the 
problem of what was holding 
Sammy upright in the box? The 


filling | wrs. Smith, 


| bottle thrower 
| pler 
|dium. The pop bottle fractured the 


| O 
|} missioners 





Mr. Williams’ Five 
Los Angeles, May 30. 

Ivory Williams, colored ac- 
tor who worked 12 weeks in 
Metro’s ‘“Tarzan,’ saved his 
money and now is in business 
for himself. 

Williams has opened a com- 


WALKER AND UZIE 
JUST TWO INDIANS 


By JACK PULASKI 
Indoor boxing season at the Gar- 
den came to a close last Thursday 
25). What was hoped to be a fistic 
tid-bit had Jersey's bull dog, Mickey 
Walker, in a 


mauling match with 





bination oil station-ice sta- 
tion-southern barbecue. An- 
nounces his pclicy will be to 
give a quart of oil after a 
customer's purchases have 
amounted to five, not stating 


five of what. 


[BOTTLE TOSSER MISSES; 











| 
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Topeka, May 30. 
offered for a pop 
who missed a grap- 
at the Kansas Free Fair Sta- 


A reward is 





skull of Mrs. Hall Smith, daughter | 


one of te Shawnee County com- 
now lies in se- 


and she 


rious condition at local hospital 
The bottle tosser was angered 
| when ‘Doc’ Reynolds, a wrestler, be- | 





of Joe | 
Jean | 


| 
Joe, | 


decision 
giving 


came peeved at a 
Carpenter, referee, 
Callet a fell. ‘Doe’ slugged 
putting the referee in dreamland. 
in one of the boxes at 
the ringside, fell from her chair as 
the bottle struck her. She is of the 
social set of Topeka and a member 
of the Hunt club. County and 
wrestling rromoters have totaled 
$200 reward for information as to 
the identity of the bottle tosser. 





solution decided upon was that it 
was being done by mirrors. 
Somewhere along in the seven 
innings ‘Variety’ managed to pick 
up four runs. Meanwhile, the 
paper's pitchers (they dug up two) 
continued to pass out brass rings. 
Highlights of the game could be 
notated as a feet first plunge into 
Little Gibraltar, which served as 
third base, by Buddy Morris who 
thereby risked two grace notes and 
his week-end golf, the agility of 
‘Variety’ infielders to dodge a base- 
ball and the venerable Smith per- 
son who, despite the natty attire in 
which he arrived, at the end of the 
third inning could have put on cork 


and gone right into ‘Old Man 
Spinner.’ 

The sad news: 
Witmark....5 10383 2 4 6—21 
Verney: OL 6.66 8 Ges 
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LAST 3 WEEKS 


LESLIE HOWARD 


THe ANI BARRY’S New Comedy 


E ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season’s most gratifying adventure.” 
Pr bce Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
ged by Gilbett Miller 
EMPIRE THEATRE, Bway and 40th S&t. 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 














“THE 
MOUTHPIECE”’ 


Warren William—Sidney Fox 


Vaudeville: Stoopnagle & Budd, 
Florence Richardson, 3 Sailors. 
Chitton & Thomas—Others 


O X AT 60th STREET 


“MAN ABOUT TOWN” 


With WARNER BAXTER 
On the Stage: “NEW RHYTHMS,” with 
{0 guest stars HUGO RIESENFELD 
directing the Theatre 
Orchestra. 


Friday: “Monte Carlo Madness,"’ 
an Ufa Production 











Rexy 





(FReros 


“NIGHT COURT” 


With Walter Huston, Phillips 
KAptio: On Stage: 












Holmes, Anita Page, Lewis 
Stone 
‘Hell's Belles’ 


Bunchuk 
Orch, 





Paris Leader a Suicide 
Paris, May 21. 

Current slump caused the suicide 
of Pierre Sechiari, 55, former violin- 
ist, and until recently 1 <sical di- 
rector at the Gaumont Palace. 

After losing his job in the recent 
reorganization he could find no 
other work. 





he looked lucky. Both judges and 
referee, Willie Lewis, voted for him 
|Later, at the Tavern, Walker con- 


jand the ends 


}until 
| round. 
| color, 


}round, and that wasn’t 


| close to the ring. The tep 
| Milk Fund may also participate to 


SEVENTH AVENUE | 


Symphony | 


Paolino Uzcudun. Mickey won, but 


ceded he had not put up such a good 
fight. 

Did the fans put up a squawk? 
| They did, and the semi-final, which 
| went on last, never was announced 
The decision, however, did not war- 
rant the razzing. The boys appar- 
ently forgot that the early rounds 
were Mickey’s. 


Attendance was far under ex- 
pectations, but no lift in prices. 
Ringside fairly good, arena weak, 


almost bare. Only the 
cheap seats, on top, were filled. 








Florida Chumps L. A. 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Still another racket worked 
on picture people is done from 
a distance—Miami, Fla. Clip- 
ping bureau there has been 
sending letters to Hollywood 
resident saying their names 
have been mentioned in news- 
papers and for 25c the clipping 
will be forwarded. 

John Miles at Radio received 
one of the letters and, want- 
ing to find out who was writ- 
ing about him in Florida, sent 
on the two bits. The clipping 
was about the recent birth of 
his son, and was from a Los 
Angeles paper. 














To Kyne for A. C. Track 
May 29. 


Sowman 


Kansas City, 


Retirement of Wirt G. as 





The bout proceeded methodically 
the bell ended the eighth 

Then there was plenty 
literally and otherwise. Uzie 
dropped his arms and Micley kept 
socking. A right opened up Pao-| 
lino’s already puffed left eye. The | 
cut bled freely during the ninth 
all. Walker's 
head and eye were slashed, and the 
crimson stream that covered the 
bodies of both fighters made them 
look like a couple of Indians in war 


a 
of | 


paint. Same applied to the final 
round, 

Walker, at 170 pounds, and Pao- 
lino, at 197, provided a handicap! 


that told on the former welter and 
middleweight champ late in the 
fight. But the build of the scrap- 
pers did not indicate such a differ- 
ence in poundage, both being of the 
rugged type. 

Uzie’s Right 

The gong was uninteresting until 
Uzie started tossing his overhand 
right in the fifth round. From then 
on the wild wallop was often thrown, 
sometimes landing on the face, but 
more often on the neck and shoul- 
ders. From a gallery slant the blows 
may all have seemed good. One 
right tilted Mickey in the ninth, but 
he tore in regardless. Walker also 
was on the receiving end of several 
likely left hooks, but there is little 
doubt he delivered as well as he 
took it and earned a shade in the 10 
rounds, 

Garden’s new bowl, across the 
Queensboro bridge, is nearly com- 
pleted. It will open with a Jack 
Curley wrestling show Thursday 
(9) next week. Strangler Lewis and 
Dick Shikat will tcp the card. The 
Milk Fund will participate. 

First outdoor fight show in the 
bowl is the Schmeling-Sharkey 
heavyweight title fight. It is carded 
for June 21. Tickets have been on 
sale for the past two weeks. Agen- 
cies do not expect the customers to 
pay heavy money except for seats 
is $23. 


| stimulate interest. 


|; manager 


city, 


president of the Agua Caliente 
Jockey Club, in all probability 
means William B. Kyne, general 


Park, 


will be named to operate 


this 
the 


of Riverside 


Mexican track, 

When Mr. Bowman relinquished 
his stock and stepped out, Joseph 
M. Schenck, Baron Long and J. N. 
Crofton acquired the stock and it is 
understood they are favorable to 
Kyne’s appointment. It is said 
Schenck made Kyne an offer 
the latter was conducting the 
cent meet at Tanforan. 

Schenck has been associated with 
the Agua Caliente organization 
since the Mexican resort opened a 
few years ago. 


from reports. 


re- 





Reno’s Midnite Bout 

Reno, May 30. 
Hanging up a $30,000 purse for a 
25-round go, the McKay Syndicate, 
James McKay, William 
Jack Dempsey and Leonard Sacks, 
believe they have a remedy for the 
depression in Reno. They hope to 
attract a large crowd of fans to see 


Graham, 


Max Baer and King Levinsky mix 
it here July 4. 
Depending on a holiday crowd 


from California, the promoters found 
themselves in a tough spot to fix 
the time of the fight. July 4 is 
Monday and the crowd, with a two- 
day holiday to enjoy, will not be 
able to leave the Coast until Satur- 
day afternoon. The fight cannot be 
held on Sunday, and if Monday 
afternoon is picked the fans will be 
on their way back home to go to 
work Tuesday morning. So it has 
been tentatively decided to start the 
battle at one minute after midnight 
Monday morning and thus give 
every one a break. 

A midnight fight will be a novelty, 
says Sacks, who is handling the de- 
tails, and he thinks the fans will go 
for it strong at about $20 top. 

The promoters expect the battle 
to gross better than $125,000. 





Report Schenck Favorable | 


when | 





| 


| 


| 


| executives. 
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L. A.’s Tough Private 
Courses Fold Because 
Duffers No Hagens 


Los ; Angeles, May 30. 

Private golf courses, which until 
recently numbered 40 within a rac 
dius of 15 iniles of Los Ange! les, 
have taken a bad lacing in the past 
few months, With memberships 
dropping off, a number were forced 
to public pastures, while 
others closed the clubhouse and let 
the grass grow. 

Lakeside, Hillcrest, Los 
Wilshire and Rancho are about the 
only local cours’:s which can talk 
about their financial condition withe 


become 


Angeles, 


out getting red. Rancho is subsi- 
dized by the Ambassador hotel. 
Lakeside is an actors’ club, with 


80% of its membership drawn from 
pictures. 
L. A. Rates Top 
Los Angeles Country Club is the 
most exclusive course in this section 
of California, outranking Annandale, 
the Pasadena millionaire 


play spot, 
which recently waived admission 
fees and reduced dues. IL. A. is so 
exclusive that actors are barred 
from membership and frowned on 
as guests. Wilshire is almost as 


snooty, but lets down the 
and then. 

Hillcrest took in 100 members of 
the folded Fox Hills Country club, 
and is a popular spot for picture 
Rancho was at one time 
the actors’ club, but was aced out 
by Lakeside and Hillcrest. Despite 
Lakeside’s good financial condition, 


bars now 


|} membership that originally sold for 


| $1,750 can now be bought for less 
than $300. 
El Caballero, Fox Hills, Whitley 


Park and Girard have folded in the 
past two months. El Cabellero, when 
it opened three years ago, was rated 
by professionals as one of the best 
courses in the country. Few people 
got to appreciate it for, its birth 
came as expensive golf began to 
fold. 
Hollywood Weakens 

Hollywood Country club, the first 
ace club to be opened here, felt the 
strain too much and is now getting 
ready to turn the fairways into pas- 
tures. 

One of the main troubles with 
Los Angeles courses, outside of the 
financial condition that made golf- 


i} ers think twice before they bought 


high-priced memberships, is that 
most of them were built for pro- 
fessionals. Little thought was given 
the golfer playing 95 or over, 
Courses were designed and cone 
structed to penalize the duffer, who 
after playing them several times 
looked for an easier place to get his 
exercise. 

Practically all the public courses 
hereabouts are so designed to lIet 
the 95 boys think they are Hagens 
and send them home with ambitions 
for course records. Not so with the 
private clubs, where, unless the 
player can put his ball exactly 
where he wants it, he has little 
chance of getting on speaking terms 
with any number near par. 
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Radio outlets.. 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent 
phase of human endeavor, 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


.- Electric refrigeration... 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
Swimming pool....Golf.. 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City 


H. A. _LANZNER, General al Manager mn 


‘\ 


leaders in every 


Stars of 


.Period 





.-and other features 
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Diary of a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 





Los Angel-s, Friday. 
The moving picture business must 
he as crazy as the vaudeville busi- 
ness. I read in the paper today 
that Tillie had a test made of her- 


self out at the studio where Moe | 
Bowery is working and that they, 


think she is the biggest female com- | 


She is going 


Mr. 


edy find of the year. 
to work’ in the picture 
Bowery. 

How can they put such silly ideas 
in the head of a girl who is just a 
good cook and able to keep a little 
home? Not only do they grab her 
out of the act that I'm going to 
have but she'll probably forget how 
to make a beef stew before she finds 
out she can’t get any place in pic- 
tures. 

She called me again today but I 
wouldn't talk to her. I'll do my act 
all by myself and then when she 
gets broke I'll give her a good talk- 
and let her be my 


with 


ing to stooge, 
maybe. 


Los Angeles, Saturday. 


Tillie didn’t call today, so I 
couldn't tell her I wouldn't talk to 
her. But I don’t care. 


I read tyme more of my 
and conundrums and recipes book 
and wrote down some funny ones 
that I’m going to use in my act. 
After that I practiced on my banjo 
and almost got clear through ‘Caro- 


riddles | 





lina’s Calling Me’ without a bad 
note, 
Probably by Monday I can go! 


down to the booking office and tell 
them they can have me. 





Los Angeles, Sunday. 

It’s getting pretty lonesome just 
sitting in my room working and 
then going out to eat, but that’s the 
way you get to be a success. 

Oranges are so cheap here I 
bought two dozen big cones for a 
quarter a d ate seven of them to- 
night after I came back to my room 
from dinner. They gave me the 
cramps but I understand they’re 
healthy. 

Tillie didn’t call today, either. 


Los Angeles, Monday. 

Mr. Bernard at the RKO office 
may be a nice young fellow but I 
don’t think he knows his business. 
I went in to see him today and told 
him that Moe Bowery had bust up 
the act and I was ready to do an 
act of my own. 

Mr. Bernard said he wasn’t in the 
market for stooges right now on 
account of how vaudeville was al- 
ready flooded with them. 

‘I’m not a stooge any more,’ I 
says to him. ‘I am an actor all by 
myself, playing the banjo with fun- 
ny riddles and conundrums.’ 

H asked me who wrote the act 
for me and I said if a man had to 
go get somebody else to write his 
own act he wasn’t fit to be on the 
stage. I said I did it all myself 
because I wasn’t going to use any 
good stuff. I don’t think there’s 
any use of me telling hii: that I 
got some of it out of the book. 

Mr. Bernard said he was sorry 
but he had to see a man about a 
dog, so would I come back tomor- 
row. I told him I would. 

He should pay more attention to 
his business and quit fooling around 
with animals. 

I got a letter from Mom today and 
she asked me how I liked vaudeville, 
and everybody back home is proud 
of me and Tillie. 

They may. be proud of me but 








they ought to be ashamed of Tillie. | 


Los Angeles, Tuesday. 

Mr. Bernard sure wastes a lot of 
his time. When I went to see him 
today he wasn’t in and 
four hours. 

I could have spent that time prac- 
ticing. 

There was a little 
paper today about Tillie, 
was doing great in her picture. 

Anybody who believes the news- 
papers would eat a horse fly. 





piece in 


Los Angeles, Wednesday. 
I still haven't Bernard. 


seen 


I waited | 


all at once I was in the theatre 
without paying, so I sat down and 
watched the show. It was pretty 


bad, and here I am with a good act | 


waiting outside the door. 
This is enough 


mad. 


Los Angeles, Friday. 
Today I happened to look at my- 
self in the mirror and I noticed that 


I'm still wearing the purple suit 
that Mr. Bowery bought me with 
the tomato stains on it. It just 


struck me that maybe that was why 
nobody would pay any attention to 
me so I went out and bought a good 
looking brown suit for fifteen dol- 
lars with an overcoat thrown in 


ee 


to make anybody | 





Wet Seats 





West Side Asthma and Rid- 
ing Club will participate in a 
miniature beer parade. 

To avoid any civic interfer- 
ence the club members will sit 
on the curb and let the specta- 











By Jack 


“Tm Telling You’ 








\IF THE GAGS ARE NOT AS HOT 
| AS THE WEATHER, FO'’GIVE ME, 
| 


} tors march by and look at FO’GIVE ME. 
them. (By special permission of the copy- 
| From Variety's Holluwood | right owner, Ben Bernie) 
1] Bullet ot 
Sir Walter Winchell 
Walter Winchell has returned. 


Lew Socks Jerry, 
Bringing on a Cry 
Finish to a Crack 





free. I asked the man what can you 
do with an overcoat in California | 
and he laughed and said you 


freeze to death in it. 
The suit 
but Mr. Bernard wasn’t in the RKO 
office so I couldn’t show it to him. 
lf something doesn’t happen soon 
I don't know what I'll do. My 
money can’t last forever. 
rillie is responsible for all this. 





Yaah, Smarty, Smarty! 
Whiteman Had a Party 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

Paul Whiteman paid $221 for 
damages in addition to his $350 a 
month rent during five months oc- 
cupancy of a house in Hollywood- 
land two years ago. Now ’1e own- 
ers, Robert C. Kerr 2nd Josephine 
P. Kerr, have drawn up a detailed 
bill of damages and are suing 
Whiteman for $403 more. 

Items are: Garage damaged, $24; 
tile roof mutilated, $17; awnings 
damaged, $27; hardwood floor dam- 
aged by install tion of a miniature 
bar and ‘the spilling of alcoholic 
and intoxicating liquors,’ $50; using 


screw-driver to open mahogany 
chiffonier, $10; cigarette burns on 
two chiffoniers, $5; lamp cords 


damaged, $2; lamp ‘of a Spanish 
girl missing, $12; padlock and hasp 
Placed on phon closet, $5; kitchen 
door screen pulled out, $5; spilling 
of liguor on rugs, $200; nine nap- 
kins and seven doilies missing, $19; 


repeating rifle missing, $30; de- 
struction of gladstone bag, $14; 
washing machine damaged, $7; 
holes burned in davenport, $75; 


burns on piano, liquor spilled inside 
and out, $142. 


Chi to Coast in 24 Hrs. 


Chicago, May 30. 

One-day air travel service be- 
tween here and Los Angeles is now 
possible, accorling to a_ revised 
schedule by the American Airways, 
Ince. It starts June 15. 

Westbound, passengers may leave 
here at 8:45 a.m., arriving in Los 
Angeles a little less than 24 hours 
later, with stopovers in Memphis, 
El Paso and Phoenix and San Diego. 


BIRTHS 


Mr, and Mrs. Martin J. Mullen, 
son, May 23. Father is divisional 
director in the northwest for Para- 
mount-Publix. This is their first 
child in fifteen years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Calvin, son, 
May 24 at Hollywood. Mrs. Calvin 
is the daughter of C. B. DeMille. 








Cecelia Hoyt DeMille and Francis | 


Edgar Calvin, son, May 24, at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital, Los An- 


can | 


That block along the Stem mainly 


known to the show bunch because 


makes me a lot classier | 


it includes the entrance to Lindy’s 


lrestaurant, saw some excitement 


'last week when Lew Brown, author 


| and lyricist, up and took a slap at 


| Jerry Wald, radio columnist for the 
|New York ‘Graphic.’ It 


was some- 


\thing of a tempest for a minute or | 


|two but wound up by Brown and 


Wald crying on each other’s should- 
ers, and they were all square going | 
to the 19th. | 


It started of a morning when 
Lew, perusing the ‘Graphic’ and | 
| 


}a crack 





‘Hot Cha’ for spending money, 


| clusive 


munching his breakfast, came across 
in Wald’s stuff about him- 
self. And Lew began reading his 
breakfast and eating the ‘Graphic.’ 

He rushed out of the house, leav- 
ing his wife a week’s revalty from 
and 
looki.g for his new public enemy. 
It was one author in search of a 
character. 

Brown 
Tavern 
Lindy’s, 


sometimes eats in the 
and slugs in front of 
for that’s wh--e he found 


|; One 





Wald. ‘What's the idea?’ queried 
|Lew. ‘I was only kidding,’ replied 
| Jerry . ‘Geez, Lew, I needed a name 
to fill a paragraph and you were 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| was summoned 





|}geles. Mother is the daughter of 
| Cecil B. De*” le. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Bren, son. 
at St. Vincent's hospital, Los An- 
|geles, May 14. Father is a picture | 
agent, 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tobias, a 
girl, New York City. Father is 


the |; 
that she 
] 


'of Strand, 
| Gordon, 


When I finally got tired of waiting | 
the girl in the office said why don't | 


I write him a letter. 
Who does he think he is?’ 
I should have said to her. 
Los Angeles, Thursday. 
That RKO office makes me sick 
Tomorrow is the last day I'll ever 


is what 





. J j 
walt in there, just wasting my time. | 


After I got tired of sitting in the 
office I walked through a door and 


songwriter and orchestra leader. 


MARRIAGES 


Margaret Lee, publicity 
New Jrileans, 
manager .f Globe 
secretly on May 16. 

Harold Flavin, Mayfair 
and Helen McCormick, private sec 
to George W. Weeks, head cf that 
producing company, May 30 in New 
York. 

Ernest Pascal, picture writer, and 
Herriman, May 
Angeles. 


director 
and Joe 
there, 


Pictures, 


Barbara non-pry, 


23, in Los 


Forrest L. Willis, singer-pianist, 
whe ‘commercials’ over way, 
Schenectady, and Eva McTague 
non-pro, at New Haven, May 14. 


the first one I thought of.’ 


The Sock 


lew then told Wald to put up 
his hands, warning him that he was 
going to t him have it. Erown 
had come down to investigate and 
it was going to be according to 
Marquis of Seabury or nothing. 
Jerry still didn’t believe it, but Lew 
let go ane the radio recounter fell 
into 14 of Lindy’s unpaid checks 
with a brown taste in his mouth. 

This was all done without the aid 
of DeSylva or Henderson or Bobby 
Crawford which may cause a 
shakeup in that firm. Lew then 
went to his office to repent and 
Jerry to his typewriter to retract. 
Wald felt worse than Brown about 
the whole thing. Not only had the 
quip on Lew been ~ myth but he 
had spelled Lew’s name _ wrong. 
Lew as Lou in print is no laughing 
matter to a Brown. 

With dinner time nearing, Jerry | 
to Brown's office 
where a reconciliation worthy of a 
Brown and Henderson second act 
finale took place. Jerry apologized 
to Lew, Lew apologized to Jerry, 
and without the aid of Tony Wons 
all was well. However, Wald was 
punished that night by being made 
to attend the opening of ‘Heigh Ho, 
Every body.’ 

Brown took a long motor ride to | 
calm down, forget and forgive— 
and you might reca’'l that he’s the 
one who «nce wrote, ‘Life Is Just 
a Bow! of Cherries.’ 


The have had 
their vacation and will kindly leave 
return to. their 
will have 


Broadway playboys 


| their wives and 
sweethearts so W Ww 
material. 

Which reminds that. th other 
night we were all gathered at a 
restaurant when Winchell detected 
ithe odor of smoke. Alarm was rung 
jand the engines arrived, the fire- 
| men finding a short circuit (not 
|RKO). During the investigation we 
all gathered on the street until a 
|cop ordered us to move, whereupon 
Winchell told him, ‘You can’t chase 
we started it.’ 


; us, 

Don’t Write—Telegraph 
Opening night of ‘Heigh-Ho 
| Everybody,’ Leo Michel sent the fol- 
lowing wi > to one of the authors, 
Jack McGowan, ‘If vou’ supply 
Harry Rosenthal with enough 
Corona will at least smell 
like a success.’ 


cigars, it 


Preparedness 
All by himself, Louis Shurr went 
to Atlantic Beach last Sunday. Hav- 
ing the ocean and sands at his ex- 
disposal he tried on three 
bathing suits and robes. It was his 


|own private dress rehearsal for the 


opening next Saturday. 
He looks like a hit. 
Smart Actor 


Harry Hershfield, Friars club 
secretary, made a motion to raise 
the dues of the organization to $200. 
actor squawked, arguing that 
he objected to owing that much. 


Perfect Hostess 

Blossom Seeley relates the story 
of the Bronx hostess who wanted 
to top all her netghbors bridge 
parties when she gave one herself. 
Caviar was the headliner. 

Very proud of the imported dish 
Mrs. Rosenberg personally super- 
vised the serving. ‘Have a sand- 
wich,’ she told one of her guests. 
‘I just. had one,’ the lady replied. 
The hostess hesitated and _ said, 
‘You had two, but take another 
one.’ 


Yowsir 

Ben Bernie popped into Moore’s 
between one-nighters. Waiter 
asked him if he had a profitable 
trip and Ben said, ‘Great, have you 
got change of a write-up?’ 

He then ordered a hamburger 
wrapped in cellophane and left for 
Pottstown. Yowsir, yowsir! 

New Thrill 

Standard acts playing the Palace 

under the new policy are beginning 


to realize what oatmeal really 
tastes like. 
Suggestion 


They were discussing the fate of 
hit shows on the road when one 
manager pointed out the fact that 
‘Grand Hotel,’ in the flesh, played 
to Jess than two grand on its New 
Haven week. 

Other manager suggested that on 
that week they should have closed 
up three floors. 





Only Way He Could Do It 

A drunk was staggering along a 
hotel floor looking for someone to 
tie his bow tie. Due to his condi- 





Reno G. O. P. on Fence | 
As Democrats Go Wet | 


May 30. 


dictators have | 


Reno, 


Nevada's political 


| straightened out all their difficulties | 
land are all set to take part in the 
i two national conventions. The Re- 


with Mayor Roberts, 
Balzar, George Wingfield, 


publicans 
Governor 


] 


| Senator Oddie and half a dozen 
others who will go to Chicago have 

lnot decided yet whether they are | 
politically dry or wet and will} 
shape their course after they talk 
it over with the representatives of 
other states. 

| They are going imstructed for 


Hoover whether the plat 
missing. 
decided 


President 
form is wet iryv, moist or 
The Demor 
that they are w 


They 


however, 
et and will vote 
took a pot 
1 


GOuUj4 


rats 
ac 
cordingly 

at the hey 


shot 


cans for Zing th 


' jssue, 


| fixed 
| low 


' samaritan 


tion they all ignored him except 


;one elderly gentleman. 


‘Tl do it for but you must 
zo to your room and lie down,’ said 
the old man. The stew refused 
but after considerable effort the 
man forced him to recline and then 

his tie. Bewildered the fel- 
asked, ‘What was the 
making me lie down”? and the g000 
answered, ‘That's the 
only way I can do it, I'm an under- 
taker.’ 


you 


Well, Didn't He? 


A young divorcee was discussing 
her old husband with her new one. 
It seemed to displease number two 
so he asked him Why do vou al- 
Ways get ang? when IT mention my 
f ou should like hin Didn't he 
vive vou the best vears of his 
wife 

Ostermania 
Leo Spitalny informs things are 


}umnist, at 


idea of | 


Osterman 

Iso bad in Chicago, off color gags 
l are only half-off....Rian James 
, Wrote five books this year besides 
his daily S’klyn ‘Eagle’ column and 
l closed his season by breaking his 
| hana boxing with his trainer 

| Coney Island theme song, “Lullaby 
iof the Levy’s’....Seventh Ave. is 
| welcoming Ziegfeld and Tenth Ave 
lis welcoming layoffs and on 
Broadway, be nice to people until 
i}you make a million....after that 
| people will be nice to you....ARE 
i;YOU READING? 


MRS. B. A. ROLFE SLAPS 
KENNY, TAB COLUMNIST 


Mrs. B. A. Rolfe, wife of the radio 
maestro, took a sock at Nick Kenny, 
the N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror’ radio col- 
the opening of Buddy 
band on the hotel Penn- 
sylvania roof last week. 

Mrs. Rolfe didn’t like a personal 
item which Kenny made and evi- 
denced her displeasure by slapping 
|} the ether chatterer. 


Re gers’ 


‘Sex Talk Doc’s Troubles 
With Miss. City Council 


| Lynchburg, May 30. 
| 


City Council has given another 
blow to Dr. M Sayle Taylor, sex 
lecturer. Last February when Dr. 
| Taylor attempted to come over from 
Roanoke to hold a series of sex 
talks, council passed an ordinance 
against him and he gave up the 
idea. ‘ 

Lately he returned to Lynchburg 
and put on a series of mystery radio 
talks over WLVA without touching 
on sex. Organization of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars was formed to 
sponsor him after American Legion 
refused and permission was asked 
from council to let lectures go on. 
Council said no, 

Taylor continued radio programs, 
bawling out council <s ‘autocratic, 
and threatened to call in free spee *h 
council of New York which, he said, 
already offered to give him attor- 
neys gratis to fight city’s ruling. 
Would do one of three things he 
said—fight it out in court, go be- 
yond city limits and lecture, or 
leave town. 





SHOW BOATS 


Day Week-End Started 
Summer Season 


Memorial 





Among the half dozen holiday 
cruises which started late igst 
week to extend over Memorial Day, 
one liner carried a convention of 
radio men. Like the other boats 
it booked a show, but strictly stag, 
even the stewardesses were off the 
boat. 

About 255 professionals, including 
bandsmen were aboard the boats, 
all under salary with few excep- 
tions. Vacation cruise. during the 
summer also call for pay plus 
transportation. 

A Hudson river line had sched- 
uled nightly sailings, offering a girl 
floor show, the trip to cor’ $1.50. 





Beer in the Open 
Mexico City, May 26. 
Beer dispensaries must go 
,;air or conduct their biz behind 
transparent glass windows and be 
so arranged that passersby may tell 


open 





all at a glance within, under new 
city regulations. 

so0ths, private ooms and like 
accommodations are forbidden. 
Owners and operators of such 
saloons are forbidden to have bars. 
| All service must be at tables. «‘on- 
|} ductors of such places are held > 
strictly accountable for the good 


j;conduct of patrons. 








“Variety” | 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for Variety’ | 
over the summer. From now 
untilLaborDay + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 
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News From the Dailies 


—— 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Betty Bronson, 
Lauerhausse, in 
set up housekeeping. 
screen, 


now Mrs. Ludwig 
Asheville, N. C., to 
Retiring from 


Hamilton, printer, suing 
Stanley, radio crooner, for 
$100,000 charging alienation of af- 
fection. Hamilton says he thinks 
his wife is still his and can’t under- 
stanc how she can be Mrs. Stanley 
at the same time. 


Eleanor Hutton Sturges 
Preston Sturges, playwright, 
annulntnt of their marriage. 


Alfred 
Joseph 





suing 
for 


Spat, class nite joint on West 56th 


ef Senate in protest of 
admissions tax. 


member 
proposed 


the 


Arthur Beckhard, producer, will 


not do his own show, ‘Metronome.’ 
It’s on the market. 

Broomstagers, formed by Murray 
| Phillips, Robert Ober and Donald 
|Gallagher, to produce plays with 
actors, and stage hands as mem- 


bers of the production corporation. 
Four shows lined up for next sea- 
son, 





Abraham Hogewoning, ‘tulip king.’ 
threatens legal action against Wil- 
liam S. Hart, according to testi- 
mony in Mrs. Hogemoning’s habeas 
corpus action against Hart demand- 
ing the return of the couple’s two 
children. Hart says he doesn’t know 





street, New York, raided. Pinched 
11, but allowed 50 guests to blow, 
but they had to pay their checks | 
first, 


‘Flying Colors’ titie of Max Gor- 
don’s new revue. 





Involuntary bankruptcy petish 
filed against Alice Foote MacDou- 
gal restaurants. 


Lee Shubert lets go a blast at 
Equity for the association’s ad- 
verse stand on Sunday shows for 
legit. 





Ashley Dukes, English playwright, 
arrives in New York. 


Walter Hampden says he’s not 
touring ‘Ruy Blas’ next season, as 
reported in the dailies, but is going 
to do ‘Cyrano’ again and then 
‘Caponsacchi.’ Hampden ducked 
Broadway this season, but will be 
en the main alley next year. 





Bandits take $4,700 from Acad- 
New 


emy of Music, 14th street, 
York. 

Airplane. picks up a_ television 
broadcast, 





Avon river overflows in England, 
inundating Shakespeare Memorial 
theatre, 





1 votes to donate 
in giving 


DD. Ba Ade: wee 
services of stagehands 
shows for idle. 





Central Savings Bank asks for 
foreclosure of a $600,000 consoli- 
dated mortgage on Iceland, 52nd 
street skating rink, 





Marriage last year of Helen Price, 
taxi dancer, to Robert S. Randolph, 
wealthy college student, leaks out. 





Bruno’s Chateau on 53rd street, 
and the Surf Club, on the same 
street, New York, raided, 50 em- 
ployees being arrested. Decorations 
claimed worth $140,000 stripped from 
both joints, 


Milan Goode, actor, injured when 
hit by a taxi, 





Harriet Lee, 1931 ‘Radio Queen,’ 
saves Thomas Ryan, 19, when he's 
caught in a motorcycle wreck. 





Belle Bennc‘t in & 
Pa., hospital. 


Harrisburg, 





A. J. D. Biddle testifies that 
Acoustics Prod. Corp., now in re- 
ceivership, didn’t have the money to 
buy the 200 DeForest T-adio shares 
that the Irving Trust Co. charges 
Biddle and five other officers of the 
firm with taking personally instead 
of giving to the concern. Irving 
Trust is suing Biddle and the five 
for $3,000,000. 





Marie B. Swanton, formerly Mrs. 
Jack Curley, sues the promoter for 
$20,000 claiming he hasn’t contrib- 
uted to the support of a daughter 
as was agreed when a divorce sep- 
arated them 12 years ago. 





Ruvall Orchestra Corp., former 
operators of the Villa Vallee night 
club, New York, suing Rudy Vallee 
for $200,000 on breach of contract, 
with NBC a co defendant. 





Albert Spalding, conductor, home 
4rom Europe. 





Equity won’t answer Lee Shubert’s 
charges on the Sundiy show ques- 
tion, Equity council considering the 
subject closed on the strength of an 
opposition petition signed by 400 
actors when the topic was last dis- 
cussed, 





Thelma Campbell suing her hus- 
band, Jimmy Campbeli, songwriter 
and music publsher, for divorce. 
Been separated a couple of years. 





National Alliance of the theatre 
has drawn up a petition for union 
heads, actors, managers, play- 
wrights, publicists and theatre own- 


where they are. 
Actors’ Fund gets $2,645 from 
special matinee of ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 





Rex Fairbanks, a familiar figure 
in Broadway resorts until he went 
broke, a suicide by gas poisoning in 
Brooklyn. Body claimed by his 
wife, from whom he has been sep- 
arated. Had squandered two for- 
tunes. 





Tex Guinan back from Paris and 
threatening to quit N. Y. cold. Plans 
to open a club there maybe. Any- 
how it helped the ship news re- 
porters make copy. ; 


Marion Talley back home from 
abroad, but no one making much 


newspaper fuss over the former 
sensation, now she’s a_ chicken 
farmer, 

‘Hot-Cha’ announced for a sum- 


mer try when company takes a cut. 
Balcony $1-$3 with lower floor down 
one buck to $4.40. One of the two 
legit theatres with air coolers. 


University Players, summer stock 
of several years’ standing, switches 
label to Theatre Unit, Inc. Opens 
June 27 at West Falmouth, Mass., 
after 18 weeks in Baltimore. 


James B, Carson quits rehearsing 
in ‘Christopher Comes Across’ be- 
cause he no like the changes made 
in his part. 


Butler Davenport again operat- 
ing his theatre as a free house. Had 
to slap a small charge on to meet 
the depression, but it’s off with one 
of his own plays showing. 





Prof. W. L. Dana told Friends of 
the Soviet all about the drama in 
Russia last Friday. Thinks chances 
there better than over here with ac- 
tors given broader opportunities, 





Theatre League announces it will 
continue its campaign for Sunday 
legit shows in N. Y. 


Players Club announces prize es- 
say contest for school pupils in con- 
nection with its production of ‘Troi- 
lus and Cressida.’ Top prize a trip 
to Washington. 


Reinald Werrenrath to conduct 
chorus at concerts of N. Y. orch at 
the Geo. Washington Stadium. 





Because of recent rains Adiron- 
dack state forests again open to 
tourists, 

French scientist announces that 
all persons emanate radio waves. If 
they mate with antagonistic wave 
emitters, it’s the divorce court. 





Jos. Schildkraut married in Vi- 
enna Fridayy (27) to Mary Mackey, 
of London, 





— 


Motorcycle racing planned for 
Hawthorne Field, Brooklyn. Has a 
four-lap track. Opened Sunday (29), 
with others to follow week-ends. 

Philip Sanchez found guilty of 
tossing a pop bottle at Mad. Sq. 
Garden when he didn’t like the ref- 
eree’s decision in the Walker- 
Uzcudun discussion. Identified as 
a bottle tosser at ball games, too. 





Bernard L. M. Ernst re-elected 
pres of Parent Assembly of Soc. of 
Am. Magicians at the annual meet- 
ing last week. Sixth term. 





Talbot Jennings, who authored 
‘No More Frontier,” has done it 
again. Calls it ‘This Side Idolatry.’ 
Deals with the life of Shakespeare. 





Anna Case won't have to wash 
the dishes. Clarence Mackay cuts 
his house staff, but most of them 
stick for board, 





Three persons and most B'way 








ers to sigh, It was sent to each 


. 


Fern Club, nitery, given 30 days for 


Police record shows numerous con- 
victions for picking pockets up to 10 
years ago, 





Police bothered by false tips from 
persons who like to hear the alarm 
sent out over the radio, 


Stage ‘Grand Hotel’ ended its tour 
in Brooklyn Sat. (28). 





Club 
ended 


Dinner 
nights 


Benefits for Actors’ 
j}at Lyceum Sunday 
| 29th. Getting too hot. 
Oldsmobile advertising talker 
film showing at local salesrooms. 
Estate of late Charles K. Harris 
| placed at $25,945, including rights to 
154 songs. 
scenarios for pictures, 





Norman Whiteside, wealthy avia- 
tion enthusiast, arrested at instance 
of Ethel Jane Walker, musical com- 
edy, who is suing him for $50,000 
breach of promise. Asserted she 
feared he would leave the state. Out 








box offices overcome by heat last 
Friday, 
Chas. Burns, former owner of 


on $3,000 bail. 





radio announcer, 


Chas. Lyons, 
broadeast his trip in a racing car 
as one of the entrants in the Me- 


morial Day race at Indianapolis 
made his qualifying trials. Unable 
to obtain a sponsor for a broadcast 
of the actual race, WJZ broadcast 
from the car during the trial spin 
Sat. (29). 


Radio Commissioner orders NBC 
to desist experiments to synchronize 
WEAF and WTIC, and WJZ and 
WBAL. Former in Hartford and 
latter in Balto. Listeners complain- 
ing that efforts create too much in- 
terference on other channels, 


‘Animal Kingdom’ to give Actors’ 
Fund benefit next Friday afternoon 
(3). 


Jack Curley’s marathon dancers 
in Washington Heights pinched last 
Friday and about 29 couples gath- 
ered in. Curley was willing to quit, 
but the dancers. refused, so he left 
it up to the cops. Some held. 
Others back dancing. 

Few theatres announced mats for 
Memorial Day (Mon.). Most people 
out of town or at the shore. 





Luna Park opens its season with 
‘Go to Hell for 15 cents’ its slogan. 
New attraction. Steeplechase also 
regularly opened. Has been doing 
weekends only. 


Elmer Rice, in Russia 24 hours, 
cables his wife to come on over, so 
she’ll go and take the children. 





Equity to consider Sunday drama 
plan at meeting today (Tues.). Fig- 
ures it might try experiment for a 
year and see how it works. 





Saul R. Rogers chairman of M. P. 
section in Salvation Army drive for 
$1,000,000. Major Edward Bowes and 
A. J. McCosker of WOR his asso- 
ciates. 

Mary Martin, who works in a 
Coney Island show, was fined $10 
for nude bathing. Went in early 
Sat. morning with another woman 
and a man. Might have gotten 
away with it but the lightning be- 
trayed her, and cop made a pinch 
but lost the others. 





Jim Tully takes the steamer back 
to Calif. and says he’s done with 
trains for life. It’s the air or the 
water. 


George Rubin, Jewish actor, died 
Sat. (28) in Mt. Sinai hospital after 
falling 10 feet from a fire escape. 
Not killed in the fall but it strained 
his heart, 





Actors’ Dinner Club opens its new 
rooms in the basement of the Loew 
State building tomorrow (Wed). 
Dinner in two shifts opening day to 
accomodate all who desire to attend 
the premiere. 


‘Americana’ revue all set but the 
casting. 





Tom Powers planning to bring 
his ‘Handy Man’ into N. Y. in the 
fall. Was on the road lately. Pow- 
ers meanwhile will play in ‘Private 
Lives’ at Newport with Eugenie 
Leontovitch. Guest starring. 





Sale of Memorial Day poppies a 
frost this year, average contribu- 
tion falling below a nickel. Last 
year’s average was double. Partly 
depression and partly growing belief 
it’s a racket, 





Larry Fay in a jam with the rev- 
enue office over his 1929 income tax. 
Warrant issued. 





Cantor Josef Rosenblatt instructs 
his lawyer to announce his disap- 
proval of a concert supposedly to be 
given in his honor. First set for 
Mad. Sq. Garden, then switched to 
the Met for June 7, 





Estimated tH&t 750,000 went out 
of town for the holiday. The rest 
patronized Coney Island, 





‘Show Boat’ success encourages 
Arthur Hammerstein to dig out 





‘Rose Marie,’ premiered in 1924. 
May revive it, having refused to sell 


jostling in a Broadway theatre. | the rights, in the face of many 


Value of *200 put on 33} 





offers, 





Sid Skolsky gave the N. Y. censor 
cuts in ‘Scarface’ in his Sunday col- 
umn in the ‘News.’ Deletions most- 
ly removed sympathy from the 
character, 





Harvey Hays, 52, radio entertain- 
er, collapsed in the Chicago studios 
of NBC Saturday afternoon a few 
minutes before he was due-to go on 
the air. Removed to the hospital, 
where trouble was diagnosed 


vv 4 . 
SAmusSLONeES, 


as 


Open-air performance of ‘Aida’ at 
Washington June 5 will use 500 
supers for background. To be re- 
cruited from unemployed. Creatore 
will conduct. Cast includes many 
noted stars. 


head 
Barnum- 


Julio Olvera, who does a 
slide down a wire-on the 
Ringling show, fell from the wire 
during the show in Philadelphia 
Sat. (28), landing on the hippodrome 
track. Physicians describe his con- 
dition as serious. 


About 82,000 driving licenses is- 
sued to N. Y. City auto owners. 
State totals are 532,719 private driv- 
ers and 218,288 chauffturs. Higher 
than last year. 


‘Times’ reports that a _ ticket 
broker on the Square is making 
book cn the shows announced for 
summer production. Offers an av- 
erage of 5-1 that the show will not 
come in as announced. Just a side 
line witht regular customers. 


E. E. Clive, Boston producer, plans 
to invade the B’way sector next sea- 
son with some mystery plays, 





Coast 


Olive Hatch, story agent and wife 
of Hubert Voight, is being sought 
by *he cops. Didn’t show up after 
a speeding ticket. 


Doreen Reed, dancer, jailed by 
Los Angeles police for kidnapping 
Evelyn Stone, four-year-old San 
Francisco clild. Case may have a 
happy ending, as Fred Stone (not 
the stage comedian), the child’s 
father is talking of marrying the 
dancer and dropping the charges. 


Marilyn Miller in Hollywood hos- 
pital with an infected tooth. 


Kallah Pasha, 54-year-old wres- 
tler, found insane and committed to 
the Mendocino hospital. 


Gary Cooper sued for $700, two 
months’ rent, for a house it is al- 
leged he agreed to take and then 
changed his mind. 


Vivienne Sengler, actress and mu- 
sician, lost her $100,000 slander suit 
against Mrs. John Francis Dillon, 
wife of the director, and had to pay 
court costs. Miss Sengler formerly 
lost a 100-grand suit against Mau- 
rice Costello for breach of promise. 





Damage suit for $150,000 by Edith 
Higgins, scenario writer, against 
Warner Bros., has been settled out 
of court. 


Breach of promise suit for $125,- 
000 against Leslie Fenton has been 
dropped by Julie Carter, 


Maxine Drum, dancer, will be 
married July 2 to Robert L. Wick- 
ersham, artist. 


Mae Yorke, San Francisco dancing 
teacher, shot and critically wounded 
by a jealous suitor, Joseph Gillian. 


Helen Starr Brock, actress, suing 
her former husband, Louis Brock, 
Radio shorts producer, for $725 per 
month to support their seven-year- 
old daughter, 


Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Erwin (June 
Collyer) expect the stork in Sep- 
tember, 


John Breeden, his wife 
daughter, going to Honolulu. 


and 


Mrs. Frank Borzage named in a 
$1,500 suit in Honolulu by a private 
detective. Wants the money for 
finding her jewels lost on Waikiki 
beach, 


Lee Mills. dancer, has asked for 
a divorce from Edward F. Mills. 





Jack Chertok, head 
music department, 
complaint against 
Chertok, actress. 

Wirt Bowman has resigned as 
president and member of the board 
of directors of the Agua Caliente 
Co. Joseph Schenck, James Crof- 
ton and Baron Long have gained 
control of the resort by buying stock 
held by Gen. Abelardo Rodriguez. 


of Metro’s 
filed divorce 
Pearl White 





Lease of Joseph M. Smoot, who is 
to build a Los Angeles race track 
calls for an annual rental of $37,- 
500 to Anita M. Baldwin, owner of 
the 207 acres in Arcadia on which 
track will stand. He also must pay 


———=a 


cost $800,000 and must start by 


Ss 
15 and be finished by June : oe 


1933, 





Because a hot water bottle burned 
her heel while in the Bellevue hos. 
pital, Ethel Godinez, singer and 
dancer, received $1,500 cash and her 
$300 doctor bill paid. Her suit was 
for $60,500. 





Reports in Hollywood are that 
Shri Meher Baba, Indian mystie 
who hasn’t spoken in seven years, 
will try to crash talkers, 

taymond Paige, musical director 
of KHJ, and Catherine Hoffman, 
non-pro, have filed intentions to 
wed. 


Lillian Roth, actress, was granted 


a divorce in Mexico City from Wil. 
liam M. C. Scott of Atlanta. Couple 
were married in April, 1931. She 


charged incompatibility. 





Joan Crawford suffered an injured 
ankle in a fall at Catalina Island, 
where she is on location for ‘Rain.’ 


Emmet J. Flynn, 
sent to the 
days because 
behind in his 
payments. 


director, 
county jail for 
he got several 
$50 weekly 


was 
three 
grand 
alimony 


Marjorie Sonneborn, actress, was 
awarded $125 per month alimony 
from Stephen Goosson, art director, 
They were separated 33 days after 
their marriage. 


Helen Lee Worthing, once of the 
‘Follies, was granted a divorce from 
her Negro physician husband, Dr. 
Eugene C. Nelson. She gets $300 
per month alimony for four years. 


Jack Dempsey denies any attach- 
ment between Lina Basquette and 
himself, or that he had stolen her 
from Teddy Hayes, his former 
trainer with whom he had split. 
Dempsey said he had just broken 
off with one actress, Estelle Taylor, 
so why pick another? Hayes and 
Miss Basquette have been friends 
for some time. 


artist, and Helene 
are reconciled after 
separation, 


Henry Clive, 
Clive, actress, 
a two-year 


A $1,000 watch which Howard 
Hughes lost aboard his yacht six 
weeks ago was found in possession 
ot a Los Angeles jeweler. 





Alleging that she tripped on a 
faulty platform in a San Francisco 
theatre in 1929, Marie Mack, dancer, 
is suing Fox-West Coast’ for $21,395, 


Marian Young Read, who sued 
Claire Windsor for $100,000 for 
alienating the affections of her huse 
band, Alfred C. Read, Jr., has bee 
come reconciled to him, 


Saying he was western represene 
tative for the ‘1820 Evacuation 
Treasure Syndicate,’ being formed at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., to recover buried 
treasure, Harriss J. Nelson collect- 
ed $4,000 from Gretchen Tremaine 
of Hellywood. Result—Nelson has 
been arrested for grand theft and 
violating the corporate securities 
act. 


Ivy Livingston, actress and sister 
of Margaret, was granted a divorce 
from James Battersby, oil man. 


Ann Freshman, New York actress, 
filed suit in Reno for divorce from 
I, B. Goldsborough. 


Grace De Rue, stage player, has 
been granted a divorce from Joseph 
J. Winterhalt. Hector J. Chiarigli- 
one, film technician and Miss De- 
Rue’s former husband, has a $100,000 
heart balm action pending against 
Winterhalt. 


Wiilliam S. Hart denies he is hide 
ing the two children of his niece, 





Mrs. Beatrice Hogewoning, as 
charged by her husband. - 
Mid-West 
Charging desertion, Vivian fF. 
Burney, cabaret entertainer, got 
herself a divorce in Chicago. She 


married Frank J. Burney in 1931 
while employed in a cafe at Scran- 
ton, Pa. It only lasted two months. 





Taxi dancehall spots, driven out 
of Chicago, are now moving to the 
outskirts. Police are investigating. 
believing that a syndicate is behind 
them. 





Club Ambassadeur, Chi, swanky 
gold coast spot, raided by govern- 
ment men. Dan Boroni, manacer. 
arrested and released on $2,000 
bonds along with three employees. 
Hearing May $31, 

Uptown Theatre St. 
Lcuis, went under the hammer to 
satisfy a $75,000 lien against it. 
Francis X. Schlosser, representing 
the Missouri State Life Insurance 


building, 





a% of the gross. Improvement will 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Broadway 


Dave Blum a proud pappa. 

35c beauty parlors on Beeway. 

George Weltner now in China. 

Benny Stein abed with stomach 
trouble. 

' J. P. McEvoy says he’s going to 
Europe to live. 

Jeane Cohen’s Coast correspond- 
ence mounting. 

Dorothy Hall is upstate with her 
mother, who is ill. 

Could report that Ed Hurley is 
p.a. for dry forces be true? 

The Sid Burton 
gayed on B’way from Buffalo. 

The little Lauries have emigrated 
to Fire Island, poison ivy section. 

Sylvia Sidney in town for a 
coupla weeks, Came in Sunday very 
q. t. 

Dick Gilbert lost his wallet of the- 
atre passes, and no one has returned 
them. 

Hal Horne, UA publicity chief, 
due back today (Tuesday) after six 
weeks on the Coast. 

Sign on a clothing store at Broad- 
way and 29th says ‘Business is 
lousy—prices reduced.’ 

Mike Hughes, former Publix exec, 
is taking life easy in West Pitts- 
ton, Pa., the boys report. 

That girl around Broadway every- 
one thinks is Joan Crawford is Dor- 
othy Morrison of vaudeville. 

Jean Fursa of ‘Hot Cha’ weeping 
to Milt Raison on Coast by long 
distance. Charges reversed. 

Con Conrad and Abe Lyman to 
Bermuda over the holiday on week 
end cruise by the S.S. Rotterdam. 

Forrest Davis, by-liner on ‘World- 
Tely,’ growing a goatee. Jimmy 
Cannon tells him its a Bock beer ad. 

Winnie Lightner collects speci- 
mens of butterflies and other insects. 





Has more than 2,000 in her collec-| 


tion. 

Mrs. Ted Wing (Frances Shields) 
seriously ill in Wickersham hospi- 
tal, New York, following major 
operation. 

Georgie Stone called it a season 
of personal apps and is S. S. Pres. 
Hoovering (via the Canal) back to 
Hollywood. 

George White's old offices in the 
Selwyn building are vacant again. 
Carl Hemmer, who took them over, 
has departed. 

M. C. Kobler of ‘Mirror’ and Walt 
Winchell joking mit laughing in 
lobby at opening of ‘A Thousand 
Summers.’ Fact. 

Rufe LeMaire got in town with a 
straw lid he picked up in Chicago, 
and the queen of spades slipped 
him by Georgie Raft. 

Mischa Levitzki, famous concert 
pianist, can, and does, play current 
jazz tunes at house parties, for 
which he is in demand. 

Joe Moss’ penthouse is one of the 
show places of New York. He’s the 
debbies’ favorite maestro, batoning 
at all the coming-out parties. 

When Freddie Rich and Eddie 
Conrad get together they start giv- 
ing each other inside stuff on affi- 
davits. Both are currently in mat- 
rimonial litigation and knee-deep in 
affidavits as to when, how and why. 

Ben Friedland, former husband of 
Nora Bayes, is said to have recent- 
ly married a Miss Clark, non-pro- 
fessional. The three adopted chil- 
dren of the late Miss Bayes’ are 
with the newlyweds in their Long 
Island home. 

Al Goldman of the ‘Crying Gold- 
mans’ was loitering around the en- 
trance of Woodmansten Inn in a 
tux on a night the road house was 
Playing to capacity. An incoming 
party, mistaking him for the door- 
man, slipped 50c. in his hand and 
said: ‘Here’s 50c. Get me a table.’ 
‘Here’s $1,’ snapped Goldman. ‘Don’t 
bother me.’ 





Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Rainy season has started. Plenty 
moisture, but true to custom, down- 
pours are confined to the late after- 
noon. 





Songfest of national compositions, | 


open to working people and stu- 
dents from all oyer the country, 
Starts here June 18. 
been held for years in various parts 
of the Republic, but this is the first 
time it will be national. 

Municipal government of Ciudad 
Juarez, over the border from El 
Paso, is now sharing in rake-offs 
the state exacts from gambling 
houses, First city slice is from 
monthly fees of around $26,000 Ca- 
Sino Palace, which has resumed 
business, pays. 

A new drink of knockout calibre 
is called ‘Nada’ (Nothing). When 
treater or barkeepgasks ‘what'll you 
have” wisers mutter ‘Nada.’ Keep 
gets busy pouring into one glass 
drops of every intoxicant in the 
house. He who can stand up with 
this in him is voted ‘muy hombre,’ 
—some man. Runner-up in kayo 
powers consists of tequilla (Mexi- 
can brandy that looks and tastes 
like white mule). ‘Bank’ and 
‘office’ have liquid meanings. These 
are Mex slang for places that vend 
‘pulque,’ that appears to be a mix- 
ture of skimmed milk and honey, 
hut 3 n't. 


Pheiffers holi- 


Function has | 


VARIETY 








Paris 





Jenny Dolly back to town. 

Jacob Karol back on the lot. 
Guitry going in for revivals. 
Four German film hits in town 
Sol Wurtzel in and out, not talk- 
| ing. 





Betty Compton back from the 
| south. 
| Vice Consuls out visiting Para- 


mount, 
| KF. H. Hotchkiss has a new French 
| teacher, 
| Town 
Kreuger. 

Earl Leslie off in a huff to Juan- 
| les-Pins. 

Paramount to preview all their 
new films. 

Marcel de Sano glaring at news- 
papermen. 

Mary Heaton giving a party at 
Alf Grant’s. 

Pearl White entertaining Ameri- 
ean friends. 
| Louis Aubert elected 
Parliament. 
| Sylvia Lyon still giving out tips 
{on marriage. 

Maurice 
C_.sino show. 


is full of stories about 





member of 


|for newsreel, 
| Miss Gambarelli enjoying rest at 
| the George Y. 

Marie Glory down with a touch 
of appendicitis. 

Gloria Swanson 
with new baby. 

Charlie Gordon to Budapest to 
ij buy two shows. 

Irvin Marks pushing Jake Shu- 
bert off to Vichy. 

Alfred Savoir definitely 
to stick to films. 

Joe Zelli stepping out of show 
business definitely. 

Clay Bassett has the best 
|of stories in town, . 

Frank O’Neill talks a French that 
most Americans envy. 

Charlie Blum, of New York, ex- 
pected back by friends. 

Michel Simon getting razzed by 
students for peroxide hair. 

Lot of people signing themselves 
from Hollywood at the Lido. 

Anny Ondra not adverse 
America if director goes too. 

Mare Connelly brought all, his 
sporting togs over with him. 

Corinne Griffith becoming a reg- 
ular weekender from Lunnon. 

Clarence Brown off to the Riviera 
after extolling John Crawford. 

Pearl White opening the country 
home and having gang down. 

Alexander Woollcott hiding in 
country and taking motor trip for 
health. 

Cliff Fischer going south to 
recuperate after the Ambassadeurs 
opening. 

President Doumer’s funeral re- 
sulting in Nikitina ballet postponed 
to June. 

Norman McLeod getting a rest 
and thinking up gags for the Marx 
brothers. 

Jeanne Helbling to be femme lead 
in the next G.F.F.A. production op- 
posite Milton. 

Picture rights to ‘Felix’ and ‘La 
Griffe’ have been sold by Henry 
Bernstein to Metro. 

New president of the showmen’s 


expected over 


deciding 





line 


to 


association is M. Bland-hin, suc- 
eeeding Oscar Dufrenne. 
New president of the French 


Equity (Union des Artists) is Jean 
Toulout, succeeding M. Lurville. 

The Clarence Browns moving into 
Jefferson Cohen’s house. Irvin 
Marks showing the Browns around. 

Irving Schwerke late with his 
revue of Deval show and raving 
about it as last performances an- 
| nounced. 

Winnie Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel, 
John Stone and J. Carlos Bavetta 
conferring at the Crillon well into 
dinner time. 

The Darryl Zanuks, the John 
| Adolphis, Al Green and Pauline 
Garon dining with Baron Valentin 
' Mandelstam. 








| 


| H 
| The Hague 
| Greyhound-racing getting popular 


here. 

| Pablo Casals, famous cellist, on 
tour here. 

| Too many film stars trying for 
Dutch legit business. 

| Kortner’s tour was an artistic 
|} success but financially a failure. 

| Hofstad Tooneel staged Dutch 
iversion of A. A. Milne’s 
ithe Prince.’ 

| J. Sassen, manager of Hotel Cen- 
|tral at the Hague, celebrated silver 
| jubilee in this job. 

| Tuschinsky theatre, Amsterdam 
offering in ads in papers to those 
booking 
fand cake. 

| Mady Christians now here with 
|a short operetta; most of the film 
{fans have forgotten her as it is 
lages since she was seen on the 
films. She 
la new film to be produced in Berlin 
lby Goemay, of which the scenario 
is not completed as yet. 

| Kovacz Lajos and band 


his 


jazz 


| 
Rostand razzed in new 


Paramount shooting Tex Guinan | 


“ze Meet, | 


season-passes, cup of coffee | 


is under agreement for | 


joined the Witsun cruise arranged 
by the Rotterdam Lloyd on board 
the Dempo from the Hague (Hol- 
|land) to Denmark. This band plays 
{for the Dutch broadcaster AVRO. 
The first night on board it gave 
a concert and this was broadcast. 
London 


David Sloane on his way over. 
Walter Forde in Italy on a film 


' | Stunt. 





| 


| 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 








International Spring Fair 

Budapest a boon to shows. 
Book Day, celebs marketing their 

own books in street booths. } 


in 


Erno Verebes, screen actor, to 
marry Idi Kohn, champion swim- | 
| mer. 

Hungarian bridge team won vic-| 
tory over German champion team | 
in Berlin. } 

Freda Gombaszogi scheduled to 
play ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ | 


|} Roland Young around the Savoy | 


| Grill. 

Irish Sweep fever reaching 
zenith. 

‘City of Song’ said to be set for 
Broadway. 

One piece bathing suit parades in 
shore towns. 

George Golden due 
next month. 

Hadcon Mason taking up the golf 
sticks again. 
| Piccadilly’s 
advertising. 


its 


here early 


floodlights admitted 


George Grossmith doing more 
reminiscences. 
George Atkinson taking raps at 


Cedric Belfrage. 

June drawing raves at the Man- 
|chester opening. 
| $Shayle Gardiner carrying his dog 
around with him, 
| Gordon Selfridge 
|nights these nights. 
Anthony Vivian’s band signed a 
year with the Berkeley. 

Jazzing up lLondon—ice cream 
|} under Nelson’s column. 
| Lilian Braithwaite 
eo rimmed monocle. 
| 


missing first 





wearing a 


Joe Coyne dickering with Winnie 
Sheehan for Hollywood. 

Henry Sherek, the booker, couldn't 
even take Whitsun off. 

The Slip In now the 
quick spot around town. 

Meville Gideon and Marie Dayne 
framing a vaudeville act. 

Lady Furness may christen Clif- 
ford Whitley’s Show Boat. 

Fran!: Tilley in a merger with the 
Passpart Office, helping Roxy. 
Marion Harris suggested 
Pot’ come off after first night. 

Rumors of a tiff between Walter 
Mutch and a big film company. 

Kharum opens Trocadero restau- 
rant June 22 and may double. 

Noel Coward shocking the Eng- 
lish countryside with a vermilion 
beret. 

Talk of production of Noel Scott's 
‘Playground’ in London West End 
soon, 

Murray Silverstone avoiding news 
hunters after his return from the 
States. 

Company formed to exploit Noel 
Scott’s plays, with Bill Moon in 
charge. 

Adrian Brunel’s wireless sketch 
was originally written for Lynn 
Fontanne. 

Evening golf has started here, 
with addicts crying for extra day- 
light saving. 

They are still showing ‘The King 
of Jazz’ at some of the English 
nickledons. 

Borrah Minevitch and Lou Holtz 
at the Savoy Grill and not think- 
ing of work. 

Only 14 dancers at a leading 
night club one day last week. Six 
the next night. 

J. J. Shubert supping with Ed- 
ward Laurillard at the Savoy, and 
then off to Paris. 

With Pavilion’s Sunday rehearsals 
Henry Sherek’s great difficulty is to 
find time for golf. 

Sonny Miller withdrew his num- 
ber from Jack Waller’s new show 
after a squabble. 

Rig slump in lions, with big cats 
offered at give-away prices to Lon- 
don circus owners. 

Morris Green trying to dispose of 
some of the hit bits from ‘Green- 
wich Village Follies.’ 

Lou Holtz turning down $3,000 
offer for Palladium. Says nothing 
can spoil his holiday. 

Gloria Swanson and husband 
Michael Farmer at the Lyons Cor- 
|ner House, unrecognized. 

Leon M. Lion, rehearsing ‘new 
show in. readiness for replacing 
‘Man Overboard’ at the Garrick. 

Murray Anderson’s ‘Fanfire’ com- 
pany chartering special train for 
their three weeks’ Manchester try- 
out. 

Martin FPeck seeing Barbette in 

‘The Jack Pot’ sending his emis- 
sary, Passpart, to fix American 
| date. 
Kreuger’s death means abandon- 
|ment of Ernst Rolf’s annual revues 
lat Stockholm. Kreuger was Rolf's 
biggest backer. 

Gilbert Miller, J. J. Shubert, Ed- 
}ward Lx«urillard, Winnie Sheehan 
and Joe Coyne at Caviare Bur, Lon- 
don’s new night spot. 

Jack Buchanan turning down two 
| picture offers for Germany at $37,- 


leading 


‘Jack 





1000 cach Also musical show for 
|New York. He wili make English 
} pictures. 

' Derval, head of the Folies Ber- 
igere, thinks London has two 
miracles. One Cochran's and the 
jother John Southern’s Pavilior 
vonnude lle 





next season. 

Osso Company making two more 
pictures, French versions, at Hun- 
nia studios here. 

Franz Lehar conducting 50th per- 
formance of ‘Land of Smiles’ in 
Budapest personally. 

Gabriel Faludi, founder and for 
many years manager of Vigszinhaz 
theatre, dead at 8&6. 


Marica Rozsahegyi, actress, re- 
tires from ‘stage to marry Baron 


George Tornyai-Schossberger. 

Gustav Vandori got Beothy 
Medal, reward for outstanding act- 
ing performance of the year. 

‘Fils d’Amerique,’ French Osso 
picture shot in Budapest, granted 
export permission from Hungary. 

Metro's ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
passed by censor, but only for 
adults. ‘Frankenstein’ prohibited 
even for them. 

Maria Rejto, first Hungarian 
woman film director, assistant su- 
pervisor on ‘Spring Shower,’ now 
being done at Hunnia. 

Mrs. Herrman, producer’s non- 
pro wife, doubled for Piroska Sved 
one night in ‘Fire Bird’ when the 
actress did not turn up. 

Widow of Julius Hegedus, great 
actor, got license for tobacco shop 
to be opened opposite Vigszinhaz, 
scene of her husband’s triumphs. 

Maurice Dekobra_ reported to 
marry Lucy Polnay, society beauty, 
now sobbie and picture extra in 
Paris. Her fat? -r is an ex-cabinet 
minister. 

Fred Markush, song writer, 
knocked down in street by Miklos 
Gross, professional pug, because he 
asked the latter not to pay atten- 
tion to Markush’s 16-year-old 
daughter, who writes the lyrics to 
his songs. 





| Panama 


By Bea Drew 


All of Panama seems to have gone 
contract bridge mad. 

Don Marquis, dancer, and wife, 
Claire, Cortez, are visiting relatives 
in Panama, 

Peerless cafe has been sold to 
Fred Hendrickson, who at one time 
was a bartender in the cafe. 

Amy Gould, blues singer at the 
Ritz, married to Marion L. Nielsen, 
soldier in the medical dept. at Co- 
rozal, Canal Zone. 

Helen Ruck, one of Kelley’s ex- 
entertainers and now owner of three 
beauty shops and a dress shop, has 
been secretly married for over a 
year to Capt. Jack Miller, aviator. 

On April 23 Kelley’s Ritz was 
eight years old, and gave a big 
birthday blowout. Business men of 
Panama took about six pages in the 
local paper to congratulate Miss 
Kelley. 

Marjorie Quinn, local dancer, who 
taught with Rose Brynes in New 
York, has returned to Panama and 
opened a school of dancing with 
Liona Sears. They are giving their 
first show, a kiddie cabaret, at the 
Balboa clubhouse. ; 

Katie McLain, colored, who came 
here with the ‘Miami Follies’ that 
folded, appeaied to the local Red 
Cross for h¢elp. They bought her a 
ticket for her home. Girl got as far 
as Havana, where she is being held. 
Authorities claim she has no identi- 
tification paper to prove her claim 


|of American citizenship. 


Colon 

Bonnie Slocum returned after a 
year in the States. 

Colon officials and business men 
ok’ed showing of ‘Scarface.’ 

Polly Karloff, former wife of Boris 
Karloff, is dancing at the Atlantic. 

Hugh McPherson, ex-Colon thea- 
tre megr., returned after eight years 
in New York. Mr. McPherson is 
the husband of Madge Locke, dance 
producer. 

The Strangers’ club had a grand 
reopening in honor of the new deco- 
rations. Harry Cornell painted the 
scenes of New York, old Panama, 
London and Paris. 

Minerva restaurant 
Star cabaret for $130. A. Santorano, 
it is alleged, deducted the amount | 
from the entertainers’ salary or. | 


is suing the 


failed to pay restaurant. Court or- 

dered an embargo on cabaret 

bill is paid. 
The Harmony 


until 


club run by two old | 


timers, both having entertained here | 


for 15 years They are Frances | 
Parker and Trixie Kennedy, and| 
they feature two bartenders with 
the wonderful names—Quitcherbel- | 
lyakin Ottenberg and Submarine} 
' Joe. 


— 
Berlin 
By Max Magnus 
Paul Hartmann to play fu a Ufa 
film. 
George Jessel enthusiastic about 


the zoo. 

Michael Bohnen to play in a pic- 
ture here. 

Gerhart Hauptmann here for an 
exhibition. 


Norma Talmadge staying at the 
Eden Hotel. 

‘Harmony’ is the title of Frans 
Molnar’s new play. 

Richard Strauss conducted his 


‘Don Juan’ on the radio. 
Werner Krauss has signed for the 


| State theatre next season. 


Seymour Nebenzahl in Paris, 
Richard Oswald in Vienna. 

Josephine Baker negotiating a 
date at Theatre des Westens. 

The restaurant Henry Bender to 
remain open in spite of reports. 

Rumors that Roxy is to establish 
an agency here for ‘Radio City.’ 

A new skyscraper at Potsdamer 
Platz to have an all-day picture 
theatre. 

Wilhelm Furtwaengler, conductor, 
to conduct Wagner operas in Paris 
during June. 

Max Reinhardt negotiating with 
‘Cines’ company for a picture to be 
made in Rome. 

Hans Junkermann, actor, becomes 
theatre manager, taking over the 
Schloss Theatre at Steglitz. 

Andreas Weissgerber, violinist, to 
make a tour through the United 
States and Canada next winter. 

Richard Tauber, now in London, 
is to appear in the fall in Paris, 
doing ‘Das Land des Laechelns.’ 

Lilian Harvey at Central police 
station here to complain of burglars 
who had planned threats of vio- 
lence, 


7 
Buenos Aires 
By Harry E. Goldfiam 

Western Electric wired six houses 
recently, seating around 8,000. 

Among first subscribers to ‘Patri- 
otic Loan’ was Press Club with 
$100,000. 

Polish film, ‘Towards 
opened at Renacimiento. 
Poles here. 

‘Frankenstein’ still holding up at 
Porteno, now in third week and still 
b. o. ‘Murders in Rue Morgue’ will 
replace. 

Yiddish actor Buloff left N. Y. for 
this city where he opens at Mitre 
theatre. Molly Picon still big at 
Excelsior. 

Metro’s ‘West of Broadway’ floppo. 
Also Tibbett’s ‘Cuban Love Song,’ 


Siberia.’ 
About 100 


day and date Palace and Grand- 
Splendid, 
Jose Jurado, Arg. golf champ, 


giving free lessons at Casa Tow, big 
department store, prior to sailing 
for N. Y. June 2, 

U. §S. dollars unobtainable here, 
Banks won't quote. Bootleggers trad- 
ing in actual bills at about six pesos 
to one buck. Par rate about 21/3 
to one. 

‘Law of the Harem,’ Fox’s Span- 
ish with Joe Mojica, fell foul of city 
of Cordoba highbrows, who forced 
authorities to cut out harem scene, 
leaving picture all law and no 
harem. 

Instance of drop in U. S, trade 
with Argentina: Exports to Argen- 
tina for first three months $7,235,000, 
drop of 51.4 percent. 
ports to States $5,417,000, drop of 
37.8 percent. 


Montreal 


Dick Condy dead. 

Jim Adams still slicing. 

Weather back to winter. 

Chris Lee claims he’s over 30. 

Federigo Poland getting spliced. 

P.A.Y.E. golf courses increasing. 

Jimmy Oastler growing his own 
truck. . 

Local sea cadets asking way to 
harbor. 

Elmer Ferguson now a judge 
(racing). 

Maples, lake side cabaret, turning 
"em away. 

Season of free racing ducats in 
full swing. 

Local rag runs green final sport- 
ing edition. ; 

Booze given 10% tax just in time 
for tourist biz. 

Depression cuts golf stakes down 
to 10 cents a hole. 

Mike McMahon, etherizer locally, 
mugged in ‘Herald.’ 

George Rotsky trying 
newlywed contest. 

Billie Bissett goes into Lucerne- 
in-Quebee for season. 

Gene Curtis dusting off 
for letters to the press, 

Big Boston excursion Memorial 
Day helped wash out Monday 
slump. 








out June 


old mill 





Geof Hewelcke spills Russian on 
Muscovite-dressed waitress, but she 
was Irish. 

Armand Vincent fixes up 
between Al Foreman and Bat 
talino for early next month. 

Loew's makes its annual cheque 
on local university Convocation 
Day (26). Five hundred graduates 
turned loose. 

Military tournament only fair 
first two days, but picked up heavy 
Friday and Saturday at 12 6060- 


seater Forun 


fight 


Bat- 


Argentine ex-.. 
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Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Lyric twinning pictures. 
No daylight saving time. 
Marathon dancing at Mobile. 





If winter goes summer might 
come, 

Beaneries selling lunches for 15 
cents. 

Even the pool rooms are putting | 
in slot machines. | 


Publix not closing 
bere at this time. 
Alabama hotel 
meeting this Week. 


any houses 


men in annual 


Rollin K. Stonebrook now living 
on Edgewood Lake. 

Pineview Beach opened with 
Weede-Meyer orchestra. } 

‘Post’ squeezed still another 
lemon. Ten percent this time. 


Pineview Beach is operating a 
big bus to carry custumers out. 
Railroads to run excursions to 
city for the air show next week. 
Negro shows feeling the depres- 
sion more than the white houses. 
Pete Marzoni has donned one of 
those white please-don’t-rain suits. | 
Leo Daugherty left for Paducah, 
Cobb may- | 





be. 

First night baseball in Southern | 
League was at Little Rock last 
week. 

Preachers in session in Florida 
condemned everything but them- | 


selves. 
Leroy Jacobs 
*Age-Herald’ while Charlie Ryan is 
in Georgia. 
John Calman still trying to put 
Woolworth’s out of business with 
those dime shows. 
Jack Murphy wins his sodas oft | 
the musicians who will be out of | 
work in a few days. 
News that the old Interstate cir- 
suit might go back to former own- | 
ers was joyfully received here. 
Daylight saving for Birmingham | 
faded when president of the city | 
commission refused to reconsider. 
George Goodale has put a radio | 
in his office and the rest 


covering police for | 





of the" 
time he spends at the ball park. | 


Melbourne Huff got back from 
New Orleans safe and sound, but | 


with his car wearing a new coat of | 
Paint. | 

Rainbow Garden, city’s best nite | 
elub, which closed a few weeks ago, | 
reopened with new show, including | 
five acts. | 

Southeastern 


League consisting | 


of smaller cities curled up due to | 
the thing that is bothering other 
businesses. 

Greater Mobile Gulf Coast Fair | 


set for Oct. 17-23, according to Leo 
Eldridge. Empire shows will have | 
the midway this year. 

‘News’ relayed the crack at radio, 
reprinting ‘Editor & Publisher’ 
article as to merits of newspaper 
and radio advertising. 

A few more cancellations and 
there won't be any RKO vaudeviile 
in the South. Little Rock, New Or- 
leans and Atlanta out now. 

Petitions for Sunday baseball still 
floating around for the five thousand 
necessary names of qualified voters. 
No mention of Sunday shows. 

Octavus Roy Cohen's young kid 
fis playing the drums in the high 
school band and his dad is about 
as proud as the day he sold that 
first story. ‘ 

Bull Connor is trying to get up 
a petition of 5,000 to call a special 
election on Sunday baseball. Minor 
league getting it on the chin from | 
attendance angle. 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 


| 


No tourist camp here. 

Sam Hendelsman around. 

Nat Holt in for RKO double-o. 

Jan Garber and band at Castle 
Farm indef. 

Harold Eckard and George Brown | 
birthday jointly. 

Ike Schwartz editing new throw- 
away realty weekly. 

Drive-in ice cream stands on for- 
mer pee wee golf sites. 

Gep Evans, ‘Post’ newshound, va- 
cationed by revamping home. 

Joe Cherniavsky and orchestra at 
Netherland Plaza for summer. 

Erlanger-Grand lobby has 
orange-juice stand for summer. 

Jack Ryder, who doubles baseball 
and crick for ‘Enquirer,’ is burg’s 
biggest fourth estater. 

Third strike called on 
White as RKO moves local 
booking to New York office. 

The new Union Depot, to be com- 
pleted in °33, is a sleeper jump from 
the hotel and theatre district. 





an 


Maurice 
film 


Hotel Gibson without a band for 
fortnight to June 10, when chilled 
roof opens with the Don Pedro or- 


chestra. 

Chester Park 
Management of 
10-cent gate. Art 
and six silent acts. 

National Players, O. D. 
and Clint Tustin stock 
closed at Cox after seventh 
to reopen in September. 


reopened under 
Morris Unger; has| 
Hieck’s orchestra 
Woodward 
enterprise, 
week; 


One cafe sells college students $1 
tickets as permanent couvert wav- 
ers; another honors ad coupons 
from rah-rah sheets as chair tariff.! 

Season under way at Coney Is!- 
and. Ace Bricode's Virginians first- 


ing at dansant. Ten-mile river ride 


CHATTER 





resort cut to 25 cents. 

Moe Strauss, “Times-Star’ m. e.,| 
and Rudy Benson, his former star | 
reporter and now ace p. a.,| 
celebrating. Former’s son, Gordon, | 
edits U. of C. ‘News,’ 
boy Myron is b. m. of the rag. 


o 

Lincoln, Neb. 

By Barney Oldfield 
Bill Rosenberg to Chi. 
Ad Avery bespectacled. 
Charlie Shire writing ads. 
Stuart orchestra goes out 
Charlie DuMoulin into 


on Island Queen and admission a 


loca 
s0la 


June 4. 
New 


| York, 


and Benson's | 


} 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Marj Franz, a reminder of Greta | 


Garbo. 
Neva Long used to 
Dave Apollon. 


dance with 


Two more bills and vaude will be | 


incog. 


out indefinitely. 

Dick Bennett (Journal ‘Flying 
teporter’) announces it’s a boy. 

Wally Marrows are getting ready 
to make their usual eastern tour. 

Monroe brothers driving new 
cars, 

Ask Al Waldman about banana 
peels. 

Shoppers’ guides starving each | 
| other. 

King Tex, hobo monarch, called 


| houses being serviced out of Chi. 


Paul Yocan admits he came from | 


Kansas. 

A year to go on the present Lib- 
erty lease. 

Thad Cone, promoter, cigar ’n’ 


everything. 
Ted Waldman has a vest pocket 
edition dog. 


Harold Turner off to Paris soon 
to study pipe organ. 
Public going for the two-adms- 


for-one-price fights. 
Ducky Drake may toss horn-toot- 
ing for the ad game. 
Doc Barrett to go on 
his ‘Tom’ show May 27 
Gov. Bryan hasn’t tried explain- 
ing his skull cap for some time. 


road with 


Harry (Trumpet) 1 
new daughter’s initials are J. A. Z. 
Skip Dean will not make his 


usual tent show tour 


Not unusual to see Schim- 


A. Q. 


Zeigenbein’s | , , 
ong | two-week vacations, saving taxpay- | 


|of bran and arsenic state just pur- 


| Bear 


St. Paul 


! 
j 
| 


ee 
iaAhke, 


Mort Singer in again. 
Crossman in ahead of ‘Vanities.’ 
Grand Hotel’ got $10,000 on week. 
Arpiar Tufenk selling cosmetics. | 
Joe Rock new RCA inspector for | 
territory | 
Dick Cook commuting to White | 
| 


Ralph Marshall ends month’s hos- 
pital siege. 

Bernie Rich joins Larry Rich band 
as manager. 

Ed Furni has Duluth Mendenhalls 
as his guests. 


Managers smiled when mercury 
dropped to 34. 
Nick Lucas played no encores, 


bringing kicks. | 
Bob Gehan, ex of RKO vaude, now | 
a game warden, 
Abe Sunberg threw farewell party | 


for Hal Daigler. 
Norman Thomas drew _ record 
crowd at lecture. | 
Penny punchboards getting heavy 
moke shop play. 


Orangeade latest with 
gasoline purchase. 

Spring cold wave brought flu to 
George La Victoire. 

St. Cloud Black Friars won state- 
wide play contest at U. 

Publix local supply office closed, | 


giveaway 


George Aurelius succeeds Walter | 
Walker as Par assistant manager. | 

tay O'Connell through with golf} 
for season—lost three balls first day. | 

Operators of dime Garrick ac- 
quire new stand at Marshall, Minn. 

Walleyed pike weighing 
pounds five ounces tops fish 
test. 

Grasshoppers to eat $50,000 worth 


nine | 
con- 


c! ased, 
Morgan 

record. 

Omaha. 
‘Damaged Souls,’ first sex picture 


Ames setting commuting 
Here every week from 


'of year, dropped $750 in two weeks 


fat Strand. 


this summer. | 


mel, Cornhusker hotel mgr., actite 


as head waiter. 
Al Poska, KFAB identifier, made 
the papers by his odd pronuncia- 


tion of the word ‘Cornhusker.’ 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 








Charley Fox back on the job. : 
Paul Horwitz touring Wisconsin, 


Wisconsin Players putting on 
revue. 

Several more houses to close for 
summer. 

Old courthouse now completely 
deserted. 

Railroad excursions not so hot 
this vear. 

Forty-five park band concerts 
scheduled. 

Dave Maier back in training after 
honeymoon, 


Warner and Riverside now open- 
ing Thursdays. 

Alfred Kohler 
Oxkauchee Lake. 

Furglars took $155 at Strand but 
overlooked $2,500. 

U. Bs 
and Country club. 


summering at 


State employes to get no pay for 


ers $600,000, | 

Another farewell party this week. | 
Hal Daigler, district Publix veteran, 
going to seattle. 

Railroads got business with ad 
splurge on 
Day excursions, 

Merchants helping boost 
ties’ enclosing herald 


‘Vani- 


with every 


| out-of-town letter. 


| state, 
'swimming and fishing spots. 


| 23 in ..ccordance with posted notices, 


tax lien filed against Town | 


Milwaukee's beer parade a wow | 


despite great heat. 


Heywood Broun here for Socialist | 


national convention. 

Howard Herzog working overtime 
on freelance publicity. 

Musicians to work on stagger sys- 
tem for park concerts. ‘ 

Jimmy Devine again in charge of 
State Fair Park dancing. 

Total of 313 state employees re- 
ceive more than $5,000 per year. 

Myrtle Koss doing summer Wis- 
consin tour a la Ruth Draper. 

Myron Sieben, roadhouse owner, 
being sued for divorce on alleged 
grounds of non-support. 

Arthur Cozzini, 18, was fined $25 


M. EB. Shanberg home from trip! 
around the world. 

The Mainstreet has started plans 
| for its ‘Opportunity Revue.’ | 

Shuberts’ regular season closed) 
Saturday night with ’Barretts.’ | 

Ileal Kemp band has succeeded 
J hnny Hamp’s crew at the Belle- | 


and costs in district court for flying 


a plane without a pilot’s license. 


Russell Leddy, Wisconsin man- 
ager, and Hyman Lurie, in charge 
at the Strand, once were the legit 
stage, 

Edsel Ford a _ visitor at Port 


Washington, near here, looking over 


land. Rumored Milwaukee assem- 
bly may be move to adjoining city 
after a bit. 

Joe Grieb back from Winnipeg, 


where a $1,000,000 auditorium pat- 
terned after Milwaukee’s is under 
way. Grieb is manager of the local 
semi-civic show place. 

Arthur Kruger suing for a divorce 


because he claims his wife, who 
plays the part of a four-legged girl 
in a carnival, stays out late and 
drinks. Wife was granted $3 a week 
alimony, but warned to stop drink- 
ing. 

Norman Thomas, Socialist presi- 


+ 


dential candidate, scheduled oO 
speak over WTMJ, got mixed up In 
his time, but he was out riding in 
Sheriff Al Benson's auto, and a po- 
lice radio got him to the studio just 
in the nick of time. 


Dozen farms bidding for near- 
beer trade and also serving their 
corn out of bottles. 


. : | 
New curse for the showshops in} 
|} opening of fishing season. 


000 lakes become opposition. 
Census shows 11,007 lakes in 
which advertises only 10,000 


RKO expected te pull vaude June 


declared not a gag this time. 

FE. E. Atkinson, class women’s 
shop, and Chaix-Copley, leading 
men's outfitters, folding this weas. 

G. A. Youngquist, U. S. assistant 
attorney-general here in quiz on in- 
come of Leon Gleckman, reputed 
underworld king. 


| quite frequently. 


| about his heart these days. 


| week, 
- - : 
amplification of a normal heart beat. 


P | 

cent-a-mile Decoration 
| 

| 


And 10,-} 





Rumors so persistent F. & R.! 
group would be dropped by Publix, | 
Marty Mullin issued personal letter | 
to emploves denying them, 

Judge Parks freed ‘Shine’ Meyers, | 


veteran bush league pitcher, of! 
drunk charge when hurler recalled 


jurist used to carry water for champ 
hometown team, 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 








Local censors did not make a cut} 


in ‘Searface.,’ | 


~ 
- 
~ 


hittaker planning an early 
for the Adirondack fishing 





of 13,000 


tiverside 


A record crowd greeted 
the opening of spring 
racing | 

Raiph Bennett and band opened 
at the Hotel Muehlebach's Planta- 
tion Grill. 

Cosden-Mae orchestra had the 
assignment at the K.C. A.C 
rden., 
(;umb, who had 
Pan, now directing the 
Pla-Mor. 

Beach and Fairyland 
more opposition for the 


opening 
roo! fa 
Fritz 
band at the 
hand at the 
Winnwood 


park open; 


the stage 


sagging indoor amusements. 

} nk Carideo, newly appointed 
tha coach at Missouri, will in- 
jgurate the Notre Dame system. | 
Tom Howell appointed house 
m: ce) f the Newman and Herb 

Blevine same position at Liberty 
lla Sharron danced for the homes 
fo n the Dorothy Perkins recital 
a mpliment to her former in- 
etor 
The Plantation Grill of the Hotel, 


Muehlebach is 
shows. The unit 
Girl first offering. 
The Liberty is now 
free with each 25 cent 


trying out floor 


parking 
ticket. Park- 
t 


ing fee is a quarter, so can ither 
get tree parking or free show. 
Provid 
By A. A. Marcello 

Milk war now on 

Jack Hobby sporting a new car. 

Foster Lardner taking things easy 

Jesse Myers has taken up base- 
ball. 


Jimmy Walters due back 

August. 
Bernard 

‘sound.’ 
Orpheum 


25ec straight. 


Fay has his trouble over 


theatre prices down to 


Nabe house cutting down on 
newspaper advertising. 
Dick Farrell visits these parts 


There's a reason 


Owen Reddy, for years manager 
of the Albee, now booth operator at 
Fay’s. 

All ladies admitted free to all 
amusement park dance halls. Stunt 


being tried out to boost biz. 
The Players, Providence’s 
important little theatre group, 


most 
will 


| take over downtown church to stage 


theatrical productions. 
New municipal golf course opened 


to public last week; fee 75c with 
plenty going for it. Joe Pezzullo, 
| former state champ, pro. 

Jack teilly, one of the best- 
known meestros around here, has 
| been signed up again by the Hum-|! 


mocks, swanky nite club where the- 
atrical folk mostly gather. 
Jack Toohey is hearing plenty 
He took 
part in a stage demonstration of the 
new Wide Range Sound System last 
a feature of which was the 


Jack’s ‘pump’ could be heard all over 


the lot. Now he's being hounded by 
insurance men who figure he's a 
food risk. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 
Fritz Freund had his car stolen. 
Carl West is playing Gold at 20c a 

hundred. 


‘Four Gobs and aj} 


cars | 


here in 


eee 


| Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
| 
| | : ° ° ° 
Weighing machines springing up 
all about towns 
metropolitan arza nas 


Twin City 

| population of $32,258. 

‘ * " ‘ > ° 
Fawcett Publications paring staffs 


|} after 10% salary cut. 
| Theatrical newspaper advertising 
| being cut to minimum. 
Jake Kopald back in Minn. after 


a year in N. Y. and Chi. 





Universal reopening Sioux Falls, 
S. D., branch exchange. 

Temperature climbed as sh as 
96 and broke 38-year record. 
National Order of Kibitzers 
started here and seeking charter. 

Mass mecting in Auditorium to 
bring pressure on government to 
put idle men to work. 

‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, local stock im- 
presario, planning summer season 


of outdoor light opera. 

Gordon Greene, former Minnesota 
theatre manager, relapsed and back 
in Pokegama sanitarium. 


| Twenty-five-cent bleacher seats 
back in American Association base< 
|} ball league after 15 years. 
M-G-M here denies local trade 
|; paper story that it plans to take 
over Century from Publix. 

State. theatre inaugurating chil- 


Saturday morning 


h special pictures, 


dren's 


ances wit 


periorme 


George Carrisch and O. A. Tee, 
local independents, building new 
|} theatre at Wayzata, suburb. 
| Five girls and four men nabbed 


in raid on stag party featuring nude 
dancing fined $50 or 60 days. 
Helen Hillman, Minnesota 
ier, wearing diamond ring 
she avers she bought herself. 


cashe- 


which 


| Randy Merriman and Joe Floyd 
claim they have good _ vacation 
scheme to work while Minnesota is 
| closed. 

Hal Daigler, Publix Twin City 
| district manager, goes with Ham- 
j rick in Seattle. Succeeded by C. F, 
Stiff from Texas. 


‘Buzz’ Bainbridge’s plan for sum- 
mer outdoor opera season in park 
| abandoned because lowest bid for 
construction, $35,000, was too high, 
|} Orpheum giving chances’ on 
| week’s vacation trip to Yellowstone 
;}contributed by railroad in return 
for free screen and lobby advertis- 
ing. 

| Game theatre 


between Minnesota 


jorchestra team and North High 
ischool had to be called in fourth 
|inning because all baseballs had 


| been stolen. Score 14 to 14. 
Fanchon-Marco acts arriving here 
| worry whether options on continued 
| services will _e exercised when they 
reach Chicago at end of initial 12- 
week period fortnight hence. 


Shubert Detroit open again with| Jacob Ben-Ami returning to N. ¥ 
German films, ..| after three weeks’ guest starring 
Delbridge & Gorrell opened their with Bainbridge stock 


own dancehall at Sand Lake. 
Chas. Richardson and Fred Schou- 
man put across the beer parade. 
Vernon Trembley, chief of service 
at the RKO Downtown, married. 
C. A, Underhill, for years at the 
Lafayette, now in the steel business. 
Sammy Diebert celebrated a new 
three-year contract with a new car. 


Freddie Schader going in for 
smaller dogs with a Seottie the 
latest. 

Alice Gorham took three months 
off and went to Calif. with the 
hubby. 

What with five shows a day, Eddie 
Loughton finds his vacation tem- 
porarily off. 

Pearl MacDougall and Peggy 


Jackson now calling themsclves the 
Dale Sisters. 


Don Miller, organist, goes into the! 


Michigan theatre indef, replacing} 
| Arthur Gutow. 
George Sherban and his Gypsy 
orch. now at the Book and broad- 


casting over WJR. 

With his marriage approaching, 
Dave Davidson is being deluged with 
parties and what nots. 

Local speak was pushed over and 
the liquids poured out on the side- 
walk. The stuff ruined the cement. 

Lyndon Young trying to look old 
enough what with a baby daughter 
and everything, so he's 
mustache. 

The Detroit 
direction of Al 


under the 
presenting 


Playhouse 
Liebling 


a series of dramas by Lyndon Bab- 
cock over WMBC. 
Salt Lake City 
R-K-Orpheum now all pictures at 
55c top. 


Paramount and Capitol (Publix) 
remain at 50¢ 

Victory (Publix) down to 25e and 
keeping to first runs 

Chas. Cheer, of French and Cheer, 


) 


on KDYL Breakfast Ch 


' 
iger at Vic 


F. A. Duel new man: 
tory, coming from Paramount in 
Provo. 

Fraternity Club changes to Brass 
tail, serving beer, sandwiches and 
free dancing. 

Musicians waiting Saltair’s an- 
nouncement of band election 
Afraid of outside name band coming 
in 

Rialto at 35c¢ continues first run 
ilthough brought has Arrowsmith’ 
is second run a pop prices last 
wee 


kK 
All local theatres 
getting influential 

senators protesting am 


below 59 cents. 


cooperated In 
tizZeNns 7 wire 


Asement tax 


growing a! 


engagement 
|has no definite plans for next sea- 
| son, but may go to Europe. 

M. E. Montgomery, formerly 
| Pathe exchange manager here, has 
| Festgned from RKO sales’ staff and 
himself to own theatre 
Kk. Amsley succeeds. 


will devote 
interests. C. 


Portland, Ore. 


Ted Lewis says he got plenty of 
sleep tiere. 

| John McCough of UA promotion 
dept. here with Joe Tenner. 

Moon went up from $3.75 to $4 a 
gallon for the election last week. 

Tusko, the burgs’ elephant, in 
| training for his barnstorming tour 
east. 

Ted Gamble having labor troubles 
at the Rialto, but goes ahead with 
his new $30,000 marquee. 

{| Hamrick tied up with local daily 
; to let 1,000 unemployed in free at 
his Oriental. Good will gesture. 

| Fox-Paramount got some protest 
|for showing actual scenes of the 
| Akron disaster in newsreel (Par). 

| J. J. Parker put the Fox-Para- 
mount sereen into politics by good 
will support of the mayor against 
recall. 








| 
| 


William Collier, Jr., guesting at 
| the Kl Capitan, with Alberta 
Vaughn also guesting in ‘Blessed 


Event.’ 

| Walter Siegfried still working on 
| his show boat plans, but may drop 
them if a dark house looks likely for 


legit stock. 
| Dirigible Akron flew over the 
burg, but not even Ted Gamble 
;managed to get a picture ad hung 
on the side. 

Joe Tenner having trouble at the 
new El Capitan, legit stock. House, 
only open a week, hitting snags, but 
may pull through. 

Joe Cooper not commenting on 
new RKO split week policy for 
Northwest houses. But understand. 
ing is it’s on the books with a cut 


admish. 


Charlie Couche can’t get rid of 


that animal act urge. First he had 
bears in the Paramount obby. 
Then it was alligators, Now it 
monkeys, 

Amusement parks oper O1 
park trying to get the burg « ted 
about the mosauito mm ‘ ‘ 
funds to eliminate the pe I 
park, mostly got yawns. 

William Collier, Jr, and Al ta 
Vaughn first guest stars at the new 
fl Capitan siock, Others booked te 
follow include Bela Lugosi. Monte 
bine and Reginald Denny; Wallace 
; Leery due later. 
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Jersey Shore 


By Wes Nolte 


Pigeon races are the latest. 

Dramatic clubs springing up. 

The Feds are around; plenty 
pinches. 

Cass Freeborn opens a studio at 
Red Bank. 

Trotting races out 
this season. 

Henry King and band back at the 
Ross-Fenton. 

Foster Miller around Asbury Park 
for a few days. 

The Ocean Grove auditorium loses 
its roof in a fire. 

‘Budd’ Hulick (Stoopnagle and 
Budd) an Asbury Park native son. 

Non-residents at Avon must pay 
two bux to swim at the city-owned 
beach. 

A tabloid, ‘The 
makes its appearance 
Beach. 

WCAP, Asbury Park, buys WJBI, 
Red Bank. The Asbury station is 
of the CBS. 

The Ocean Grove exhorters will 
be aired via WCAP and the CBS 
this season. 

Albert J. Spaulding’s Monmouth 
Beach home was built by the late 
Sanford White. 

The Frolic opens at Asbury, with 
Lew Newman m.c’ing. Buddy Ho- 
gan is batoning. 

Boxing and wrestling for Asbury 
Park, with Leo Berlow promoting 
and matchmaking. 

‘The New Jersey Sportsman,’ 
summer mag, changed to the ‘Met- 
ropolitan Sportsman.’ 

Samuel Harrison, of the Strand 
theatre, Freehold, loses his license 
for driving while drunk. 

Dorothy Dell and Dario and Di- 
anne (of the El Garron) a three- 
day booking at the Ross-Fenton 
Farm. 

Druggists are working overtime 
testing likker since a number of 
deaths have occurred due to bum 
booze. 

Bobby Barry at Atlantic High- 
lands telling Bill Slocum, former 
musical comedy band leader, how to 
paint house. 

The Shubert theatre, Newark, 
running ads in the local papes ad- 
vertising ‘Grand Hotel.’ Claim 
‘only showing in N. J. this season.’ 

Larry Moll, bandman, suing Max 
Grossman for $5,400 salary. Moll 
claims he played at Grossman's 
Lakewood hotel and got only the 
air. 

A new ordinance at Highlands 
taxes traveling shows $50; phrenol- 
ogists, $100; radio stores with loud 
speakers and theatres, $25; junk 
yards and amusement parks, $75. 
Bathing pavilions, 25c for each bath 


house, 
Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 


at Freehold 


Shore News, 
at Bradley 








C. of C. p... over sustaining fund 
drive of $80,000, 

Royal Stock closed Auditorium 
after two weeks. 

Royal stock, Auditorium, into sec- 
ond week; biz fair. 

Rain lasted three days. Good for 
farmers, tough on show biz. 

Swedish midsummer festival ex- 
pected to attract 15,000 to Liberty 
lake June 26. 

Rabbi Adolph H. Fink making at- 
tempt to bar ‘Merchant of Venice’ 
from public schools; claims play 
prejudical. 

Robert Frost, northwest div. man- 
ager for Fox, was here in confer- 
ence with Terry McDaniel, local 
Fox manager. 

Wedding plans of Margaret Mc- 
Quiston and Harold Cassill, city 
editor ‘Chronicle,” announced. Wed- 
ding June 29. 

‘Grand Hotel’ will roadshow at 
Fox for one week, May 27, following 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’, here for one 
night, May 24. 

Dick Marshall, Los Angeles, has 
followed George Mosser as second 
advance man for ‘Grand Hotel,’ at 
the Fox one week,, May 27. 

Earl Dunlap, former Spokane 
league baseball hurler, sentenced to 
one year in the Oregon state pen, 
obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses. 

Bob Crosby, brother of Bing 
Crosby, who has been vacationing 
here with his parents, flew to Boise, 
Idaho, for two weeks’ engagement 
with the Cocoanut Grove orch. of 
Salt Lake City. Will alternate stand 
with Ray  Nicholl’s orchestra at 
Ontario, Ore. 


Albany 


By Henry Retonda 





Irene Smith, Metro’s cashier, at- 
tending her mother, who is ill. 

Many exhibitors from summer 
spots visiting Albany exchanges. 

Miss Elizabeth Herrick of Warner 
booking department ill at her home. 

Harry Grossman, Playhouse, Hud- 
son, planning trip to Florida for his 
health. 

Al Herman, Universal manager at 
Albany, transferred to Boston. Pe- 
ter Dana succeeds here. 

Attendance at Sunday shows are 
increasing steadily. Palace putting 
on musical acts on Sunday. 

Strand has cut admission from 50 
to 40 cents nights and from 35 to 


25 cents matinees. Troy theatre re- 
duced also. 

Rex Koury, organist at RKO 
Proctor, Troy, is dividing time with 
RKO Palace, Albany, first half. He 
broadcasts over WGY. 

William Benton has closed his 
two houses at Glens Falls. Pete | 
Dana’s house and Paramount PuL- 
lix only two remaining. 

Leila Hyams got her start in the- 
atricals at Griswold Opera House, 
Troy, where her father carried her 
on his shoulder to the stage. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


. 


Willet A. Warren, formerly of the 
Davis, Pittsburgh, is Perry Spen- 
cer’s successor at the Strand. 

The Thespians, little group, have 
leased the Arcadia theatre, South 
Side neighborhood film house. 

The Syracuse ban upon gangster 
films is a dead letter; Mayor Rol- 
land B. Marvin, who promulgated it, 
sidestepped when Loew's’ State 
booked in the current ‘Scarface.’ 

Al Masiello, former Syracuse 
wrestler, spaghetti house proprietor 
and barber who turned Hollywood 
film actor, is back home telling the 
boys. 

Frank Sardino, whose Rialto ca- 
reer extends back to the penny- 
arcade days, has turned hotel man. 
With brother Jack has leased the 
Globe. 

Mrs. Raymond B.. Jones, wife of 
the Paramount’s manager, made her 
debut as a dancer at the recital of 
Sonya Marens at the Cafe Dewitt 
last week. 

Hearst’s ‘Journal-American, ’spon- 
soring Kate Smith’s visits here last 
week, gave the radio star the most 
expansive space’ display in years. 
Singer even turned sports writer 
and covered the local fights. 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Central States into newer and 
larger offices. 

Ruth Putnam Mason a home town 
girl with most of her relatives still 
here. . 

Riverview to hold ‘dawn’ dance on 
May 30. Starts at 12:30, ends at 
3:30 a. m. 

Marjorie Young's dance 
closed for summer. 
in New York. 
Circus Fans’ Association got the 
city council to reduce the license 
fee on circuses from $300 to $150. 
Bishop Cannon scored local Junior 
League gals who are joining up 
with ‘Repeal the 18th Amenrment’ 
movement. 

Fair officials peeved. at Phil 
Stong’s ‘State Fair.’ Say he is all 
wet about the gambling. Stong used 
to cover the fairs for local rags. 
Just after paying 15 bucks for 
windshield wings for his swell new 
roadster, one shook off and broke. 
Imagine Ed Pierce’s embarrassment 
when another driver edged him to 
the curb and wanted to know why 
in ’ell he was throwing beer bottles 
into the street. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 


studio 
She's studying 








Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 


‘Wet Parade’ jerked after five 
days. 
Ted Lewis hung new records at 


Paramount 

30x office for San Francisco the- 
atres being established in Oakland, 
which has had no touring produc- 
tions for some time. Scheme saves 
eastbay orders by phone or mail. 
George Sharp in as p. a. at Fox- 
Oakland; George Huey, ditto, at| 
Paramount. 30th houses going in 
for autos, radios, etce., give-away, 
and parade of stars and ushers on 
opening days. 

Stanford University closed student 
entertainment season with new mu- 
sical comedy, ‘Two's Company,’ 
written by Ben Kagan, student. 
Plot concerned life of New York 
actors in throes of rehearsal. 





Connecticut 


Stamford first city to get circus. 
First marathon dance at Water- 
bury. 

Rodeo season opens at Red Horse 
Ranch, Kent. 

Roton Point Park, South Norwalk, 
starts season. 

Unemployed to get invitations to 
previews at Warner, Torrington. 
Mary Newcomb ,Norwalk, making 
hit in English theatrical circles. 
Strand, Stamford, changing pro- 
gram thrice weekly and cutting ad- 
mission. 


Stamford theatre, Stamford, 
brings back ‘Scarface’ for return 
engagement. 


Egon Ebert, musician, and Olive 
Robinson, both of N, Y. C., marry 
at Greenwich. 

Lordene Catlin, former dancer, 
now managing Postal Telegraph 
office at Danbury. 

Plans announced for opening next 
fall in Hartford of state’s biggest 
and flashiest night club. 

Police armed with tear gas called 
to prevent group of men from kid- 
naping dancers in Hawaiian show 
at Danbury. 

Brookfield Players making plans 
for one-night stock circuit includ- 
ing Brookfield, Kent, Washington, 
Sherman, Ridgefield and Newtown, 
to open June 27. 

Anne Lehrer, Betty Lewis, Jane 
Dempsey, Betty Borgreve, Ila Gross, 
Brantley Lombard and Dorothy 
Ward, New York showsgirls, in fash- 
ion show at Strand, Stamford, 


Queens 


By Henry Willison 








Twenty ounce baby born to Mrs. 
May Wahl of Forest Hills. 

Pam Sweeny to be in ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
the Connolly & Aarons show. 

Kew Forest Life will not be pub- 
lished unless someone buys it. 
Gordon Wallace will appear in a 
London production next month. 

The Gardens Players wound up 
the season with a stunt night, 

Mrs. Everett Hinrichs was granted 
a divorce from her husband, pub- 
licity director for Hollywood Res- 
taurant in Manhattan. 

Will Rogers, Jr., scheduled for a 
part in Universal's ‘Tom Brown of 
Culver,’ attended that institution 
after leaving Kew Forest school 
here. 

The Forest Hills Theatre united 
with dozen merchanis in giving 





Bob Dowse, ‘News Tribune’ news 
Auto club offers deferred payment 
plan to members. 
editor, loses $28 to footpads three 
days before pay day. 
George W. Kelley, farm editor of 
‘The Herald, ill with pneumonia 
Lady Gregory helped organize 
Little Theatre here while on visit. 





Fairs will open in August and 
drop admission charge except on 
autos. 

First nine ho'es of Lester Park 
golf course, second muni links, 
opens. 


Little Theatre closes season week 
of May 30 in ‘The First Mrs. 
Fraser.’ 

Twenty cents an hour for wreck- 
ing St. Louis hotel. Experienced 
men get 22 cents. 

Jarvis Revue opens four-day run 
at Lyric Tuesday (24). Making 
swing around Publix Northwest cir- 
cuit. 

Head of Lakes police warn un- 
derworld racketeers driven from St. 
Paul to stay away from Duluth 
and Superior. 

G. R. Duncan, head of Fort Wil- 
liam Chamber of Commerce, reports 
conditions in western Canada best 
in two years. 

Dr. John Becker, music composer 
and dramatic critic, formerly of 
Notre Dame, chosen head of fine 
arts at College of St. Scholastica 
here. 

State senator and postmaster can- 
didate arrested in car with two al- 
leged fur smugglers and smuggled 
beavers. Appointment deferred in 
Washington, 





away new Ford. Stores handed out 
coupons to customers for every pur- 
chase, 





Phoenix 


By R. J. Rhodes 


Schools closed here last week. 

Charles Craven, radio star, in per- 
sonal at Fox. 

Amos W. W. Woodcock, director 
of prohibition, dropped in. 

Elsie Janis stopped here for brief 
visit (26) en route to California. 

Orpheum theatre down to 25-cent 
all-the-time price, Once 65-cent 
level. 

Vincent Mahoney of United Press 
3ureau going in for amateur dra- 
matics. 

‘Road to Rome’ staged by Phoe- 
nix Little Theatre group. Best they 
have done. 

Phoenix slated for night air mail 





of Agua Caliente fame, is dickering 
for a Phoenix hotel now that he 
has sold his interest in the Mexican 
resort hotel. 
Helen Brow, 17-year-old blonde, 
was adjudged ‘Miss Phoenix’ in 
bathing beauty revue at Orpheum 
theatre. She's 5 ft. 1 in. and weighs 
119. Twenty-three girls competed. 
The los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce Olympic publicity air 
tour scheduled to arrive here Mon- 
day (21) a bloomer fer this spot; 
15 planes will travel over the Pa- 


cific Coast. 
* 
Elmira 


By J. Maxwell Beers 





Many conventions here help the- 
atre patronage. 

Rorick’s Glen theatre, burned re- 
cently, will not be rebuilt. 

Two outdoor miniature golf courses 
preparing to reopen; others just let- 
ting grass grow. 

‘About Town,’ pretentious 16-page 
weekly guide to theatres, clubs and 
social events, folded after two 
issues. 

Jerry De Comos, formerly assist- 
ant manager Capitol, Albany, is new 
manager at Strand, succeeding N. J. 
Banks. 

Grade crossing elimination work 
on two railroads here helping un- 
employment situation. Only local 
men hired. 

Owners and managers of all the- 
atres here say. they will close unless 
picture operators, stage hands and 
musicians reach agreement on sal- 
ary cut. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Open air dance halls, 

To New York by bus now priced 
at $2. 

Edward Ansin opens new theatre 
at Revere Beach; Shelton Doans, 
house manager. 

Harry McDonald of RKO preach- 
ing the revival of vaudeville to 
newspaper editors. 

Ray Conner will handle both the 
Keith Memorial and the Keith Bos- 
ton under the new policies. 

Flagpole Kelly gets suspended 
sentence for blocking traffic by 
stunts at the Publix Scollay. 

Baseball attendance record broken 
when the Braves have 52,000, with 
15,000 turned away last week. 

Mayor Burke of Medford lines up 
U. S. Senator Walsh to help fight 
the local amrusement tax propa- 
ganda. 

Louise Vercell, featured dancer 
with Lew Leslie’s new piece, will 
marry State Senator Michael J. 
Ward next fall. 

Autoist pinched as drunk testifies 
in court that he smelled of liquor 
because he put gin in his ear to 
cure an abscess. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 








Ted Thomas out on west coast. 

John Reitmeyer strolling without 
a hat. 

Si Yaffe takes a stab at night 
club business. 

Walter Lloyd announces double 
features for Allyn. 

Newspapers working shorthanded 
in most departments. 

Maurice Cronin surprises with 
announcément of marriage. 

Princess theatre dark and War- 
ners sigh relief as lease expires. 

Local newspapermen het up over 
free admish limitations for ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

Beauty parlors battling for busi- 
ness with all kinds of prices for 
permanent waves, 

F. E. Kilby, local theatrical real 
estate representative, reminicses on 
discovering Leo Carillo, 

Cliff Knight, famous in the old 
New York newspaper days, free- 
lancing and living in Rockville. 





Galveston 


By George A. See! 





tice Roof, Houston, opened May 
28, featuring Henry Busse and his 
orchestra. 





service June 15. Makes this town 
26 hours from New York. 

Mrs. George Harshberger, society 
editor on local daily, was 
matic critic on L A 

Bud Von Eck has been talking 
about a South Seas cruise May 
take a cameraman along if the trip 
materializes, 

Rumored that Wirt G. 


once dra- 
‘Examiner.’ 


Bowman, 





ADDITIONAL CHATTER 
Will Be Found on Pace & 











Jack Gardner and girl orchestra 
bose at the Beach, formerly To- 
kio, also Buccaneer. 
| Goggan’s, oldest music house in 
Texas, folding. A. BR. Davis, the 

manager, now selling radios and re- 

| frigerators, 
Sam Maceo to 
early in June. 
bought ‘Mule’ Mauri’s place, one of 
|} best known sporting 
|city. Said to plan luxurious down- 
town club. 

Irvin C. Miller’s Brown Skin 
| Models, colored musical show, played 
| return engagement here, spotted at 
| Martini for a brace of 
‘ shows. 


open Hollywood 
Maceo recently 


midnight 


hangouts, in} 


| Canton 


By Rex McConnel! 





Old Grand dark again. 

Patk ballrooms cut admissio 
two bits. 

Baseball pools doing flourist 
business. 

Stage shows after two years at 
the Palace, 

Horseshoe pitching craze growine 
with league formed in towns here. 
abouts. 


n to 


1ing 


Looks like county fairs will cut 
their admission prices this year tg 
25 cents. ; 

Kay Kyser and his band slated to 
make circuit of eastern Ohio park 
ballrooms. 

Vic Bernhardt has a yen for rep 
tent show trouping, but will stick 
to his grind store at local park this 
summer. 


Charles Hacket replaced toss 
Robertson as leading man for Edith 
Ambler Players, under canvas now 
at Dover, O. 

Warne ‘s Alhambra doing best 
picture business in town, offering 
double feature first runs four days 
a week, 25c. top. 

After several months’ vaude film 
policy, RKO Palace, Akron, switches 


to straight picture programs. Prices 
reduced for summer. 

Eastern Ohio amusement parks 
launch 1932 season on Memorial 


Day with hope that season will be 
better than last year. 


Edith Ambler Players start off 
fifth summer season under canvas 
with well-known rep show at 


Dover, O., fair grounds. 

Park dancehalls cut admission 
prices to two-bits for summer and 
will play name bands because local 
oc<chestras fail to draw. 

Many Ohio cities refuse to allow 
carnivals to come in, claiming they 
take money out of the town and do 
the community no good. 

Bob Hickey week-ended with 
Canton newshounds and put across 
some nice stories for Sells-Floto, 
due soon in Sunday editions. 

Motorized circuses keeping routes 
a secret this season, claiming un- 
employed performers are besieging 
them for work at every stand. 

More than 4,000 kids turned out 
for Sam Dill circus at Newark, O. 
making second matinee necessary. 
Kids go for a dime this season. 

Walter Ambler, rep tent show 
playing Dover, O., fair grounds 
can’t get natives warmed up and 
may move into New Philadelphia, 

Arthur Hopper, general agent 
Sam Dill’s motorized circus says 
exploiting a circus with a trained 
seal for a feature act is plenty 
tough. 

Massillon, O., a flop as Sunday 
circus stand. Sells Floto made the 
stand after two weeks agitation 
and played to poorest business so 
far this season. 

Gen. Jacob Coxey, Sr., Massillon, 
O., mayor, keeps his word to Sells- 
Floto circus and will permit show 
to exhibit there on Sunday, despite 
protests from ministers. 

Jess Akins, manager Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circus, motorsto Massillon 
from Cleveland to give Sells-Floto 
onceover, but still maintains he has 
the best big show program. 

Downie Bros.’ circus, piloted by 
the veteran showman, Charles 
Sparks, fared badly in Ohio, due to 
inclement weather and lull in in- 
dustrial conditions in many centers, 

Paul Clark, rotund erstwhile 
showman, back in Canton promot- 
ing pageant for local fraternal or- 
ganization. Says circus business is 
too much grief and has sold his 
lions, tigers and other animals. 

Sam Cook, known to concession- 
aires as ‘Whistling Minstrel,’ fol- 
lowing Sam Dill’s motorized circus 
with his truck this season. Whistle 
has been cut to a nickel and Sam 
reports business good. Cook for 
many years was a familiar figur@ 
around the 101 Ranch Show. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Tannisse Fetterley supervises 
personnel at I*°ox theatre. 
Harold Schaffer on exploitation 
for F-WC, under Vie Gauntlett. 
Outside showman figure Seattle 


a heartache, with too many the- 
atres. 
Pauline Arthur to L, A. in new 


act, Arthur and Abrams, ‘The New 
Partner.’ 

Wooden money printed by Ten- 
ino, Wash., for local circulation 
bringing a premium. 

Daylight saving 
again beaten down, 
Pacific Coast time is good enough. 

Paramount theatre, now dark, 
may be renamed the State Audi- 
torium and used this fall during 
election. 

Kent Thomsen handling 
Hotel’ for F-WC at Broadway the- 
atre, in Tacoma. House dark ivr 
a year lights up for week. 

Bill Robinson did 75 yvards bac! 
| wards in his stunt here in claimed 
(9.8 seconds, beating the sprinters 
who ran 110 yards by 20 yards. 
| Harper Joy, leading Spokane 
| business man, and clown fan, de 
jing two or three weeks clowning 
| with Barnes show as a lark and lik- 
‘ing it. 


agitation here 
and good old 


‘Grand 
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fol- relish of this roundly villainous} Evelyn Dean 9 9 3 - ——___—______— ; ____to partner's mad antics. and a great deal of elegant stiff- 
rcus meller.. Everything’s been done to| (Lew Pollack) - $ 5 5 i 7 0 8 67 Lovely to look at, but should backed entertaining to which the 
“0 cae sete for Miss Page MA an in-| seek more variety in her cast responds as to the manner 
‘ consolable ) fs aby is é P : are : f 
for homely Sethe. Solio red Sera sisi Louise Troxell.... 9 9 & 7 5 ¢ 7 7 0 7 Ee troutl Ma ee eauak ae di oe 
rure va cage pee gh (Bob Hope) 7 65 A pleasant comedy foil con- rouble with refinement. She needn't 
baby; he wears realistic underpin- | Pp tent to stay in the back grow self-conscious over the ace 
nings and jumps up and down in his} ground ; ‘ I a il quisition of a smart accent. Her 
shabby little crip with natural £000 | Ann Gillen........ 9 10 8 8 5 5 7 7 ry — -——— own in bona fide. Her manner and 
spirits, but it doesn't help. Miss| (Bob Hope) ‘ 6 65 Her swift taps effect a build- carriage are excellent. She wears 
Page still regards him as a prop. Carol Mackay..... 8 8 7 8 5 7 — ~ pe for the act. her clothes easily, even where 
‘Night Court’ is a long picture, | (Lew Pollack) d 6 0 7 63 Uses too white a make-up they're models that no cosmopolite 
and Miss Page’s supposed anguish | for her likeable young per- would be particularly proud of. A 
‘ises over her child requires a lot of foot- | Carmen Agroz 8 8 9 9 = ~ _ sonality. de a) De coiffure that would rather he Euro- 
age—just enough footage to permit! incites aa 5 5 6 5 0 6 61 Exotic looking assistant. pean than becoming steals some of 
tion the time for doubt about the story -. aad her good looks, but succeeds in 
as a whole to creep in. ‘Night oi __Lamb) breaking away from the usual 
ttle Court’ isn’t content with just mis- Bernice Goe....... 7 7 8 7 5 5 6 5 0 6 56 Works hard, too hard ~ American outline, 
the- fortune visiting its good characters, (Bellet and fic a Leni Stengel is pretty stern about 
however: it insists upon a complete | Lamb) showing that she’s a_ well-bred 
new holocaust, and that’s where it meets Les eee countess Obvious costuming and 
New defeat. STATE a heavy-handed performance finally 
‘e Noel Francis, playing the heart-\J _ win the day. Noel Frances and 
Pat less paramour of a corrupt judge, is [| Carol Chilton..... 610 10 & 6 7 #98 4 +S 9 47  £Contributes dainty suppor Lilian Bond contribute well-played 
mains both hard-boiled and seductive (Chilton and _ agi ae . dainty support to bits, the latter displaying a camera- 
le This is her best work in pictures. | Thomas) rote 7 Fshgr ad duo-dan¢ ing wise gown of black crepe, shoulder 
old o The exaggerated villainy demanded Melissa Marvin - 7 ~ _— - 7 T . — - yvacked by ba elligent ideas. and back decolletage filled in with 
uch. 1 of her in the past hid her natural {Miemardecn'e a, ‘ d 5 v 10 Z ) 72 Fluid execution of an eccen- finely patterned lace, 
lark, setnant here it’s given opportun- R C Seve) ie tric-acrobatic specialty. ay os - 
udi- ity for dramatically effective dis- PPI 3 ie te Ssh 
ring play. She's surrounded by first-rate Florence Richard- 7 - : —_ Ruth Mason Free 
scoundrels, but because she’s so cold son gaye adhd . 7 10 9 9 5 5 7 & 3 & 71 Beats band tempo with the Pari Ma 
pre and economical in her methods, her (and N.B.C. Boys) requisite mannerisms. After spending seven wee n 
tes characterization wins the biggest Needs a costume more suit- j Jail on the technical charge of Issue 
— share of the audience's ill-will. ed to her figure. jing bouncers, Ruth Putnam Mason, 
vy —memcaeas Misses Bernard and — — eee American producer give a 
med Par’s Climatic Curtain Henrie ......+. es 10 100 08 (4 6%) «68 «68 6 «68 «~~ Popular harmonies, cheap; [| Sermitted to 1 Re ree 
sasha Unacecustomed as it to applause ened by ‘harshness of ‘tone be gg state 90 go and recuperate in 
oe for its finales, the current Para- ,J _ _ ae and manner. ‘Rea 8 r gi ibility to meet 
"@o mount stage show masters its sur- Miacahua ....-«5. 8 19 16 ‘ & Z $ 3 4 7 70 Dangerous *lack-wire stunt her obligations was her lea ling r an 
ning prise- very ni ely. It all Nappens d perfor med with enee wna f ing jl _" iting in a he awd lose 
Pil 4 quite simply; there was a band agility. Mise Mason's family sent $1000. 
playing march music, which always lenabling her to get alt all hice ‘ 
4d 
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racing and the week before an even larger crowd saw the high speed 
buggies at the Reading Fair. ; 

At Lehighton it was the first time Sunday racing was held, and since 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 











Trouble up in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
where a stock manager claimed that 
certain members of the troupe got 
the other players so drunk they 
could not perform. Troupe backed 
by picture interests in Chicago to 
produce new plays with the idea of 
selling them for films. 





When the Barnum show played 
Lewiston, Pa., labor agents took 
away 40 roustabouts to work in the 
steel mills. Left the show so short 
handed it was difficult to handle the 
canvas. Came into Altoona late and 
had te enlist the aid of soldiers to 
raise the tops there. 





Circus managers complained that 
the tax on tickets would kill their 
shows. Ed Arlington pointed out 
that it cost $5,000 a day to run a 
big trick and the average income 
was about $6,000, though some days 
it ran as high as $12,000. 





Rain at Coney Island drove the 
crowd to shelter and a platform at 
Luna Park collapsed, injuring eight. 





L. Wolfe Gilbert and Carey Mor- 
gan wrote a song ‘Someday Some- 
pody’s Gonna Get You.’ It was a 
hunch. Same evening both got traf- 
fic tickets. 





At the start of the season, to hold 
his girls, Ed Daley, mgr. of a bur- 
ley show, promised a bonus if they 
stuck. Closing night he split $825 
among 16 girls. 





Wm. L. Sherrill, of Frohman picts, 
was sending out hustlers to teach 
the states righters how to sell film. 





Metro reincorporated at Albany to 
include subsidiary cos. These were 
Rolfe Photoplays, Columbia Pic- 
tures and Popular Plays and Play- 
ers, all releasing through Metro. 





Midwestern picture houses were 
using the tax to up their prices, 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








‘Clipper’s’ remark that no vaude 
team ever got $400 a week brought 
a kick from the Big Four. Claimed 
they had received even as high as 
$500 a week. 





Correspondent was told that there 
was such a thing as rattlesnake oil, 
but it was chiefly used fcr oiling 
watches. No good for contortion- 
ists. Old circus swindle was thriv- 
ing in those days. 





‘Pinafore’ was revived at the 
Standard theatre and ‘Clipper’ re- 
marked that the ‘ancient work’ now 
and then drew a laugh. Did pretty 
well when Milton Aborn ran it at 
the New Amsterdam last summer, 
and Fay Templeton was ‘Buttercup’ 
where 50 years before she had sung 
‘Josephine.’ 





Adelphi theatre, San Francisco, 
turned from melodrama to light en- 
tertainment. First hilarious attrac- 
tion was some stereopticon pictures 
of a voyage? in the arctic. Seats 
were removed and replaced by 
chairs and tables and ‘handsome 
barmaids attired in coquettish uni- 
forms’ rushed the drinks. Top was 
35 cents. 





Refludo, bar and somersault artist, 


made capital of the fact that while 
he was only one inch short of six 
feet -he could do a double back 
somersault in a space only seven 
feet high. 





Forepaugh show played to 13,000 
at Detroit, overflowing into the ring 
space. 





Batchelder & Dorris show suing 
Adam Forepaugh for libel for call- 
ing Millie Christine, their big fea- 
ture, a horrid monstrosity. She was 
a Siamese twin. 


no one molested the promoters it will be held several times during the 
summer. Baseball also goes over big Sundays in that state. There are 
about 25 games around Easton, alone, each Sunday. Theatre owners 
are doing their best to repeal the Blue Laws but many won't open up 


on Sunday and remain open, 


Unusual distribution arrangements mark the Walt Disney ‘Silly Sym- 
phony’ and ‘Mickey Mouse’ cartoons for next season. 

Dissatisfied with its Columbia contract, Disney signed with United Art- 
ists to sell 18 ‘Mickeys’ and 13 ‘Sillys’ during 1932-’33. Under its expiring 
contract with Col, Disney has two more in the ‘Mickey’ series to deliver 
to Col, but under a special arrangement permission has been given 
Columbia to sell a total of 43 ‘Mickeys’ and 26 ‘Sillys’ made in the past. 
Columbia is to market these in all unsold spots where the reels weren't 
placed during the past or previous season. On the other hand, there is 
no restriction on UA selling the new product it will handle in those same 
unbooked situations. Of new ‘Mickeys’ to Columbia under the old con- 
tract, one is to be delivered im June and another in July. 





Warners will probably discontinue sending second negatives of its pic- 
tures to England for printing over there. Instead, studio will ship 
abroad its main negative, run off sufficient prints for use in England, 
and then return the neg to New York. 

Company had tried assembling a negative of second takes for Eng- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures | 





land to get around paying the big import tax on film. Shipping enough | 
prints for Britain’s use from this country, as a majority of companies |} 
have been doing, cost plenty in taxes. 

Besides which prints made from the second negative weren't satis- | 
factory. Money saved on import taxes is expected to warrant the cost | 
for insurance, handling, etc., in shipping the ‘A’ negative over and back. 


Universal is now signing contracts with players which allow for a 
stipulated salary when they work and a smaller pay check when ‘between 
pictures.’ Such an arrangement exists with two of ‘ts newest recruits, 
Tom Brown and Onslow Stevens. 

In engaging Cecilia Parker, the contract specified only one week’s 
work in either ‘Jungle Mystery’ or ‘Air Mail,’ but carried a seven year 
string of options. First of these is for 20 weeks at $150 when actually 
working in a film, and $125 otherwise. Miss Parker will be paid $100 
for the first week’s tryout period. This is $25 better than her previous 
contract price at Fox. 





While closely following attempts of individuals and smaller companies 
to introduce the royalty basis, major companies hold that it will never 
be practical for the production end of the industry as a whole. Too 
many physical elements, they hold. 

For one-man organizations, especially the Douglas Fairbanks unit, 
where the boss is intimately familiar with every detail and move on the 
lot, the plan is believed excellent by film men. With the larger com- 
panies, however, the idea is described as not being the desired formula 
for general efficiency and economy. 





Little significance is attached by American producers to cable advices 
of an exhibitor meeting in Frankfort-am-Main, Gce-many, on May 26, 
which went on record against ali contingents imposed on American 
pictures. 

German producers will first have to be convinced that the German 
public wants a blend of Hollywood in its theatres before the quota can 
be expected to be reduced. American spokesmen, making this observa- 
tion, add that it is the producers who have the ‘in’ with the German 
goverment rather than the exhibs. 


Refused work in Universal’s ‘Brown of Culver’ at the studio, Marty 
Rupert, 20, stowed himself among the props in the box car when the 
company started for Culver, Ind. He was discovered at Kansas City 
but Tom Brown, film’s leading man, took up a collection to bry him 
clothes and Rupert was carried to Culver. 

Rupert worked as extra on the picture there at $7.50 per day, and 
when the company returned here the stowaway had $90 in his pocket. 


When Warners started production on “Two Against the World,’ story 
based on the Allen murder case in Philadelphia. Metro is understood 
to also have set ahead its Allen case yarn, titled ‘Without Shame.’ Pic- 
tures are both in production but the Metro film was not supposed to start 
for several months. 

Warner contribution is an original by Jerry Horwin and Marian Dix. 
Metro’s story was written by Bayard Veiller. 





Ralph Morgan, brought out to Hollywood under a year’s contract by 
Fox and used only ia bits, was loaned M-G-M for ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
He clicked and a nuinber of companies have been trying to borrow him 
for character parts. Fox, however, has an agreement with Metro to let 
that studio use him for another picture in which he will be featured. 
Morgan will probably be put under Metro term contract when his Fox 


period expires in August. 
a. 





Clarence Brown's new Metro contract, handed him before he sailed 
for a European vacation, is very definite concerning credits. It specifies, 
among other things, that all his pictures are to be known as Clarence 
Brown Productions and that no person shall be advertised or exploited 
as having supervised or managed any of his films. 

Also, the director's name is to appear in larger type than that of an 
one excepting the main title and star. ‘ 





Reports from the Coast that Columbia publicity and advertising would 
be supervised from that end under direction of Hubert Voight, are dis- 
claimed in the east. According to the home office, there is no intention 
46f minimizing the New York end on advertising and publicity. George 
Brown is in charge at New York. 

Voight, when first joining Columbia and spending a couple of weeks 
in New York, sought to pave the way for western studio jurisdictional 
plan, 





Lynn Farnol’s dilemma in trying to find publicity angles for Anna 
Sten, undergoing schooling at Sam Goldwyn’s cost while her initial six 
months’ contract is in force, has finally gotten down to dope on her dog. 
The whelp, known as Drushka and originally of Siberian parentage, has 
just arrived in Hollywood from Berlin. 

‘Otherwise, Miss Sten’s career in Hollywood is eventless,’ says Farnol. 


Columbia’s Harry Cohn has developed a stock publicity story which 
regularly makes its appearance twice a year, Ita heading generally is 
‘Cohn Flying East.’ This has been going on for some three years now— 
with Harry yet to make the flight. : 

There are three or four reasons why Columbia’s head never quite 





Inside Stuf-Vaude 


Jack Holland and June Knight, former ballroom dancing team, are 
back together again at the Frolics Club in Culver City, Cal. Team split 
several years ago when Miss Knight married Marvin Hart, Chicago 
racketeer. Hart was murdered in Los Angeles six months ago. With 
two children to look after Miss Knight was forced to seek work. She 
encountered Holland just as the other June Knight left him to go with 
a New York show. During the separation Holland has insisted that all 
his partners take the Knight name. 

Holland is the son of wealthy San Francisco parents, Despite offers 
to return to the stage he prefers coast cafe work, 








Extent to which some independent bookers go in competition for houses 
is the effort to embarrass the opposition with his family. One of the 
bookers, in company with a couple of exhibitors, came across a red light 
condition near an upstate theatre. 

The booker recounted the condition to his wife and two days later the 
wife got a mysterious phone call from a woman who suggested she 
might ask her husband about a certain street in the town involved. The 
booker is still burning over what he calls the pettiest move he’s yet come 
across among indies. 





Two youngsters are helping to run the independent circus Jerry 
Cargill, agent, is sending through the smaller towns of Greater New 
York. One is Ned Dobson, 19, who is partnered with Cargill, and the 
other is George Sidney, II., son of L. K. Sidney, head of Loew's produc- 
tion department, and nephew of the film comedian. 

Outfit is a three-ring affair operating with an 
$300 a day. 


overhead of around 





the others. But it’s one of Harry’s pet ideas and he semi-annually gives 
it to his publicity department for broadcast—then boards the Chief. 





Kidding attitude of studios is spreading. 
spondent’ will satirize Floyd Gibbons for his 
Japanese war, Ralph Graves doing the part. 
Instead of a patch over his eye, Graves will have his arm in a sling. 
While reporting a battle by radio, Graves will be shown in an easy chair 
with nary a soldier in sight. 


Columbia’s ‘War Corre- 
reporting of the Sino- 





Universal has permanently put aside all thought of turning its newsreel 
into an all-sound issue. Talking reporter angle will be retained. 
Reports that the decision to change had been reached are laid by Sam 
Jacobson, editor of the reel, to the Chicago ‘Daily News’’ entrance into 
the film industrial field. Although the ‘News’ is the Chicago hook-up 
for U, the two are not associated on the advertising proposition. 


Public has been ruffled in many spots over the $1.50 tariff for ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (Metro) which film, up to now, has been booked for over 200 
situations as a road show at that scale. Fans are reported by territory 
informants as further scorched by those ads which say the pictures will 
not be shown in any other theatres in these cities this season. 

Metro is stressing the latter angle in order to help the draw at $1.50. 





Included in the instructions given to workers in a hygiene chart pre- 
pared by a N. Y. State Labor Department doctor, is this: Do not go to 
the movies too often, especially if your work is sedentary. Movies mean 
poor air, no exercise, late hours. 

Statement appears in the dept’s ‘Industrial Bulletin,’ 
throughout the U. S. and in many parts of Europe. 


distributed 





Until the eastern indies evidence serious intent to produce on a con- 
sistent scale, RCA Photophone, say executives, will make no effort to 
include the eastern producers in Phil Goldstone’s recording-finance plan. 

One or two features per studio per year are not worthy of recognition 
other than in the straight $500 per reel royalty proposition. 





Following a conference of Seattle showmen with Congressman Horr 
recently, proposal of a 2% tax on all gross business, retail, wholesale, 
manufacturer, and in all lines, as proposed by John Hamrick, theatre 
owner, met with much favor there. 

Hamrick is circularizing his idea, idea of which is to offset a theatre 
tax. 


Larry Darmour’'s indie pictures for Radio will be made under the firm 
name of Empire Pictures Corp., bankrolled by Henry Seigel, former exec 
in Lewis J. Selznick’s old Select Pictures Co. 

Darmour is president of the new company, Seigel vice-president and 
treasurer, and Irving S. Baltimore, attorney, secretary. 





Consolidated Film Industries is beginning to finance independent pro- 
ducers. Firm is also reported planning to go into the poster end on the 
accessory angle. Newly organized Mercury Productions, making a series 
of eight films, with Richard Talmadge, is said to be backed by Consoli- 
dated. 





Dissemination of a crude and vulgar travesty on contract bridge, hook- 
ing up to a feature picture, is being investigated. So far a company 
executive and a press agent are reported involved. 

Film authorities have taken the matter up with the president of the 
releasing firm and intend to follow through the perpetrators. 





Awaiting okay only in Pennsylvania, Kansas and Illinois, efforts are 
going forward for clearance of ‘Scarface’ first for Chi. Picture has been 
shown unofficially there to the city’s censorship setup. Official approval 
is expected next in Pennsylvania. 





In the four-way picture people act playing for Loew’s, with the 
stage cost $7,500 weekly, the amount is made up by $4,000 to Edmund 
Lowe, $1,500 to Victor McLaglen, $1,250 to Fifi Dorsay and $750 for 
Charles Judels. 


os 


Bill Boyd, former Pathe star, will do a series of four features for 
Larry Darmour and has an arrangement whereby he does not work more 
than two and a half weeks on each picture. 

Compensation is $15,000 per film with a percentage over $150,000 gross. 





World’s richest man is now regarded as a part of the picture industry« 
J. D. Rockefeller, Jr., through his interest in Radio City, becomes a pro- 
ducer, exhibitor and equipment manufacturer, all-in-one. 





First company to adopt a home office slogan for the new season !d 
Universal. Home office is bannered with large lettering reading: 

‘Hats off to the past. Coats off to the future.’ 

Those Paramount-Publix ‘no salary’ weeks for the staff are listed a9 
the first weeks in June and July. This idea ts one of the economy 
measures instituted by the circuit. 





Aan Dvorak’s contract with Warners has six and a half years to £° 
under the optional arrangements, ranging from $250 up to $1,500. ~ 
Actress has been heatedly protesting against the $250, claiming that 





takes to the air, Mrs. Cohn is one and you don’t have to bother with 
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Shubert-Erlanger Merger Near By; — 
Status of Receiver Left in Doubt 








+ 
Merger of Erlanger and Shubert} DETROIT CIVIC FUTURE 

theatre interests is expected to be 

formally announced next week. New | If Jessie Bonstelle Takes Coast) 

‘syndicate’ to have Marcus Heiman Offer, Rep May Fold 

as president as previously indicated. aS 

Shuberts to have 60% of the deal, Detroit, May 30. 

theatres personally owned or con- Jessie Bonstelle has closed her | 

trolled by them to figure. Doubt-/| civic Theatre, local stock house, 

ful if houses in the Shubert Theatre| ina is leaving for California to| 


Corporation would participate be- 
cause of the receivership. 

The combination is not merely a 
pooking proposition, but will also 
participate in production. For that 
purpose there will be a fund of 
$500,000, about one-half the capital 
mentioned when the Erlanger-Shu- 
bert tie-up was first broached early 
in the season. Proposed ope- 
rating corporation’s stock will be 
closely held and none is expected 
to be offered to the public. 

12 B’way Nucleus 

Plans call for «bout 12 theatres on 
Broadway as a nucleus of the new 
legit circuit, most of those being 
Shubert houses. Indicated that the 
latter group wouid be those theatres 
tossed back to the brothers by the 
receivers and would probably in- 
clude the Shubert, 44th Street, Amn- 
bassador, Ritz. While the status 
of the receivership houses is doubt- 
ful as regards the merger, Shuberts 
would maintain the booking office 
as heretofore, and there is con- 
tinued responsibility to the cor- 
poration by Lee and J. J. Shubert. 

Receivers are to produce shows 
under the plan submitted to the 
court, on which basis the receiver- 
ship was extended to next October. 
Road bookings of the _ receiver- 
produced shows would be made to 
the best advaniage. Out of town 
line-up under the merger is ex- 
pected to eliminate opposed bool:- 
ings, one of the basic factors in 
f-rming the combination. 

New York needs at least 20 pro- 
ducers even for the smaller num- 
ber of theatres in the new combine. 
Some managers who were regularly 
counted on are inactive and may 
not again be managerial figures. 
Younger or newer producers are 
expected to supply the anticipated 
quota of successes and the merger’s 
production fund probably 
back such showmen in whole or in 
part. 

How the new legit circuit will 
circumvent independent attractions 
which refuse to book with it hasn’t 
yet been explained. Those inter- 
ested, however, take the position 
that their organization will attract 
indie shows because the latter 
would prefer to do business that 
way than take a chance with some 
new, unrecognized group. 


Subscripti-n Deal 

It was announced last week that 
the combination of the Theatre 
Guild and Shubert out of town sub- 
scription groups has been consum- 
mated, with 
actually another booking arrange- 
ment with certain limitations. A 
feature of this combo is that if the 
Erlanger-Shubert deal becomes a 
fact the circuits’ end of the sub- 
scription contract is to 
Over to the new legit combine. 

Subscription merger is a separate 
corporate identity with the Guild 
said to control by virtue of hold- 
ing 51%. Warren Munsell, general 
manager for the Guild is slated for 
a similar position with the com- 
bination to be known as the Ameri- 
can Theatre Society. 

Guild became interested in at- 
tracting other than its own shows 
last season in order to fulfill its 
out of town subscription obliga- 
tions. The development of read 
subscriptions was too rapid for its 
Own production department to take 
eare of. Guild must send at least 
six shows on tour which is about 
the number it presents each season 
on Broadway. Several non-Guild 
shows filled the void last season. 

Need More Shows 

The problem became a tough one 
when it was realized that only two 
or three Guild productions would 
be satisfactory on tour. Guild has 
agreed to extend its production 
schedule to 10 attractions during 
the coming season. What with the 


subscription idea being further ex- | 


tended, however, other attractions | 
will be needed. A committee will 
be formed which wi) select the | 


additional shows by other producers 
after presentation on Broadway. 
Such attractions will be ‘invited’ to 
play the subscription time. 


There is claimed to be a certain | 
| south on grounds he is a resident of | 


advantage to the subscription book- 
(Continued on page €3) 








Erlanger’s in. It is} 


be turned | 


consider two offers to coach picture | 


players. One offer is from Metro. 


l\In the event that she accepts the| 


Coast offers it will mean permanent 
closing of the Civic Theatre. 

The Civic Theatre is a private 
enterprise in which Miss Bonstelle 
is understood to have lost consider- 
able of her own money. 


ONE CIRCUIT PROSPECT 
SPURS INDIE GROUPS 











| the legit formulating rapidly and | 
looking to be set for the coming 


season, independent theatre men are 
mulling over the idea of organizing 
as a means of seli-protection. This 
latter organization would be, at 


proposition concerning 
Broadway indies. 


Proponents of the indie organiza- 


only 


for their protection. The idea is 
at present a central booking office 
for independents. 

If the National Booking Office 
should form, it would be in the 


houses. However, without an indie 
theatre organization, the unattached 
theatre manager points out, 
ducers would be in 
demand high terms for their shows. 
An example is a manager who is 
lining up terms for next season and 
is asking for 75% on grosses above 
$20,000. 

It is believed that with the 
ganization of an 
j}atre group, 


or- 
several of the theatres 


the Hudson and the Biltmore, con- 
trolled by a bondholders committee, 
would join as a beneficial move for 
the properties. 


sideration, If a hit lands at an in- 
dependent house, there is slim 
chance of the NBO turning it down 
for out-of-New York dates. Re- 
verse, in connection with a failure, 
would preclude road bookings. An- 
other point favoring the indies is any 
show booking into an NBO Broad- 


Broadway, this being 
booking contract clause. 
by playing Broadway indies, road 
terms are helped for producers, 


a regular 





Play for Grace George 


Grace George adapted ‘Madam- 
oiselle,” by Jacques Deval, from the 
French, and will also direct and 
| star in the piece when her hus- 
band, William A. Brady, produces 
it early in the Fall. Still hunting 
for a leading man, John Barrymore 
unable to accept role. 

Miss George also adapted ‘Dom- 
ino,’ by Marcel Achard, another 
French play that Brady is figuring 
on for the coming season. 








Carrillo and Duce 


Cleveland, May 30. 
Leo Carrillo finished RKO tour 
here and left immediately for Coast, 
to begin ‘Race Track’ for Tiffany. 
While in Cleveland Carrillo 
|signed fcr lead in Mussolini's play 


7 





ito ve premiered by Robert Mce- 
|Laughlin’'s stock company. Play 
will begin rehearsals when star 


jcompletes picture end of July. 





Wilbur Takes Suit Home 


Los Angeles, May 30. 


| Sid Goldtree’s suit against his 
erstwhile partner, Richard Wilbur, 
for $500 has been transferred from 
San Francisco to the Los Angeles 
municipal courts. Goldtree claims 
$400 as 10% of the gress of ‘Easy 


| for Zee Zee’ at the Hollywood Music 

Box in January, and $100 on a loan 
| to Wilbur. 
Wilbur had the 


case switched 


| Los Angeles. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


With plans for a single circuit for | 


least at the outset, purely a local | 
the | 


tion state such a group is essential | 


minority as to number of Broadway | 


pro- | 
a position to; 


independent the- | 


| 
'now in the hands of banks, such as | 
used to} 


The road is not taken into con-' 


way house, would have to play the} 
road on the same terms as given on | 


Therefore, | 





Agency ‘Recess’ Move 





Reported leading ticket 
agencies have suggested legit 
producers declare a recess on 
buy deals over the summer s0 
the agencies can economize, 

Meanwhile the agencies are 
handling only a few shows, in 
addition to some business for 
ball games, etc, 

John McBride, head of that 
chain of agencies, disclaims 
pian for a recess. ‘We'll 
stay open, even if to sell tick- 
ets to dog fights,’ he said. 


any 











'2-Acre Stage, $90,000 
| Opera Setup No Bar 
| To Cleveland’s Angel 


Cleveland, May 30. 

Record for nut for any local at- 
traction in recent years is faced by 

Lawrence Higgins, wealthy scenic 
| designer and town’s newest angel, 

whose eight-day series of outdoor 
opera will cost him at least $90,000 
before first opera opens June 29 in 
| city’s stadium. 
| Last year’s outdoor opera spon- 
sored by ‘Cleveland Press’ came 
out in red to tune of about 15 grand. 
But outlook apparently isn’t worry- 
ing youthful backer, who inherited 
fortune from steel magnate-father. 
| Higgins, who did sceaic work for 
last year’s series, is designing a 
modernistic outdoor stage that will 
cover a couple of acres. Stage con- 
sists of dozen different levels, with 
rotating light towers, 30-foor water 
fall and elevators and is biggest one 
yet. 

Promoter is renting traveling cir- 
cus for its troupe of elephants and 
camels, to be usec in July 3 pre- 
miere of ‘“Tom-Tom,’ spectacular 
new Negro opera. This one wil 
|} have cast of 500 singers and musi- 
cians. About 1,500 will get a break 
in total operas, making «. record 
local pay-roll. 

Most of company assembled here 
for ‘Tom-Tom’ to be taken to New 
York for October production in 
| Madison Square Garden, after short 
'road tour. 

Series will be given at a 25-cent 
to $2.50 scale, in stadium arranged 
for 20,000 capacity. 


Addi Prohaska coming from Ger- | 


many to be conductor of amplifying 
apparatus. Maurice Spitalny of 
RKO Palace recruiting symphony 
musicians. 





 Siduey Howard Must 
Wrestle with Four Plays 


Hollywood, May 30. 

Sidney Howard left here this 
week with his wife to motor back 
|east. Goes to his home at Cornish, 
N. H., for a busy summer, working 
on four plays. 

Quartet are an adaptation of 
‘Dodsworth,’ Sinclair Lewis novel 
which Gilbert Miller will do in the 
fall, ‘Yellowjack,’ based on the yel- 
|low fever epidemic during the Span- 
ish American war; ‘Alien Corn’ in 
which Katharine Cornell will be 
starred, and an English adaptation 
of the French play, ‘Prenez Garde de 
la Reinture,’ by Rene Rauchois. 

3efore leaving he promised Sam 
Goldwyn to be back here by March, 
1933, for picture work. 





Tondeleyo In Again 


San Francisco, May 30. 
Edith Ransome is in court again. 
The Tondeleyo of ‘White Cargo’ has 
made more appearances in court- 
rooms during past five years than 
she has in theatres, This week's 


appearance is in an effort to have | 


a contempt citation against her 
' dismissed. 

Flareup is an outgrowth of the 
long standing suit against Equity 
and others, charging she was fired 
from ‘White Cargo’ without cause 
while playing a local theatre so 
many years ago hardly any one but 





Miss Ransome can remember the 

date, 

‘Footlights’ L. A. Musical 
Los Angeles, May 30. 


Gerhold Davis expects to open 
Footlights,’ musical from the 
Satevepost story also being pro- 

‘duced by Metro as ‘Speakeasily,’ 


about July 1 at the Mayan. Has Sid- 


jney Lazarus working with him on/ 


'the book. 


Dick Whiting, Sam Coslow and 


Rodgers-Hart thinking up the tunes. | 








PLAN NO. 3 ‘LANGUAGE’ 


First Show in Years to Have More 
Than Two Road Troupes 


| Present plans call for three com- 
|panies of ‘Another Language’ going 
on the road next season. First 
show in some time to go above two 
troupes. 


Companies will play, variously, 
week stands, broken time and a 


coast to coast route. 


O’NEIL DOING ‘QUARTO,’ 
LONGER THAN ‘ELECTRA’ 


Eugene O'Neill will have another 
play in the next Theatre Guild sea- 





son, and, as in the past season, it 


will count for two of the six Guild 
subscription plays. 

Piece, sketched out but 
not yet titled, will probably be in 
‘quarto’ corsisting of four 
plays following each other as the 
three plays 


already 


form, 


in the ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ triology. It’s based 
on America of the middle nine- 
teenth century. 


No production plans are as yet 
being made for the play, though it’s 
tentatively on the schedule, due to 
the fact it may not be finished in 


time. Hoped, however, to have it 
ready towards the end of next 
season. 





First play fer the Guild will be 
the Owen Davis acaptati..1 of ‘The 
Gocd Earth,’ with Nazimova head- 
ing the cast. Due at the Guild 
| Theatre Oct. 3 under Phillip Moel- 
| ler’s direction. Second play will be 
Epo in Heart,’ by John Howard 
Lawson and a cast headed by June 
| Walker. Helen Westley will stage 
this one. 

Other two plays on the schedule, 
though they may be put back, are 
‘This Side Idolatry,’ by Talbot Jen- 
nings, and ‘Something to Live For,’ 
by George C’Neill. Latter is under- 
stood to be based on the life of the 
late D. H. Lawrence. 


No Bronx Stock 


Harry Florsheim, former operator 
of the Windsor, Bronx subway cir- 
cuit house, has given up the idea 
of installing summer dramatic 
stock. Florsheim and Leslie Spiller, 
in on the venture, decided it would 
cost too much to put the theatre in 
shape. 

Windsor now on a grind picture 
policy and indicates that the Bronx 
will be without a legit house next 
season. 








Subscription Dramas 
For Harris in Chicago 


Chicago, May 30. 
that the Thea@e 
League plays in- 
volved in the suvoscription merger 
will go into the Harris exclu- 
sively when the season starts, as 
|far as Chicago is concerned. Lat- 
ter spot played all the Dramatic 
League exhibits the past year, 
while the Blackstone, under Tracey 
| Drake management, housed the ma- 
jority of the Guild’s list. 

Curious angle to the hookup will 
be the fact that the Harris, effec- 


Understood 
| Guild-Dramatic 





tive with Sept 1, will be under the | 


operating direction of Crosby 
|Gaige and Arch Selwyn for a min- 
imum term of one year. Pair have 
a similar agreement for the Sel- 
wyn, next door. 





Reud mn Producer 


Bob Reud, who resigned as p. a 
for Gilbert Miller a couple of weeks 
ago, is lining up a production pro- 
gram on his own. 
| Miller for several years and figures 


he’s now ready to step out. 


but has two plays optioned. He'll 
start when he comes back from Eu- 
rope in the fall. 


~\ 


He was with | 


Reud is making no announcement | 


Shubert Bondholders Probe Plea 
Seeks Light on J. J.’s ‘Unloading’ 
Stock, Would Look 


+ 


for ‘Jiggles 


| 
In anticipaticn of 
ment of 


the appoint- 
special ccunsel to hear ar- 

Zuments as to whether the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation shall be in- 
| vestigated from it. inception, near- 
;est thing to .ctua: charges of sharp 
| Practice against the Shuberts and 
| their banker affiliation is contained 
jin a letter sent by the Independent 
| Protective Committee of debenture 
|; bondhoiders which applied for the 
| investigation. Counse. is expected 
| to be named this week. One para- 
graph in the letter reads: 

"We find instances of transac- 
|tions between the corporation and 
|the Shuberts calling for the closest 
| serutiny and the evidence seems to 
|point to the purpose of these to aid 
in stock market manipulations.’ 
Among the bondholders are banks 
and trust companies. Replies ap- 
plauding the endeavors of the com- 
mittee are said to have re- 
ceived from such sources. 

While most of the points men- 
tioned in the letter were contained 
in the application for the invescti- 
gation, the wording is sharper and 
more insistent that certain phases 
be examined. 

At the time the receivership 
started, it is pointed out: ‘We had 
in mind that a member of the firm 
of J. & W. Seligman & Co., sponsors 
of these debentures, and a represen- 
tative of Chase Securities Corpora- 
tion, were two of the committee of 
three which solicited the deposit of 
debentures ostensibly for the pro- 
tection of debenture holders. It 
seems to us unreasonable to expect 
such 2. committee to be anxious to 
:develop any facts which might re- 
flect upon their judgment in recom- 
mending the purchase of Shubert 
securities by you.’ 

It is now stated that some of the 
bondholders who deposited deben- 
tures with the above mentioned 
committee have expressed,the de- 
sire to co-operate with the indie 
committee with the purpose of as- 
certaining ‘the reason for the col- 
lapse of this gigantic corporation 
supposedly managed by the ablest 
and most experienced men in the 
theatrical business, and so soon 
after several million dollars of de- 
bentures and stock had been sold to 
the public.” Says the committee 


been 


letter: 
‘Seligman Co. Opposition 
‘This independent investigation 


was vigorously opposed by the com- 
mittee representing J. & W. Selig- 
man & Co. (who underwrote the 
bond issue). We based our applica- 
t:on on facts which in our opinion 
indicate that the Shuberts created 
the Shubert Theatre Corporation to 
take over their properties at prices 
not justified by their values and 
with the aid and sponsorship of 
bankers sold debentures to the 
public, thereby reaping large profits 
to themselves while at the same 
|} time rétaining control of the busi- 
ness as Officers and directors. 

‘We have since learned that the 
complainants in the equity suit in 
| which the receivers were appointed 
were representatives of the Shu- 
berts and that all the proceedings 
in connection with the bringing of 
the suit were advised and carried on 
under the direction of their Chicago 
lawyers. Not only this, but it now 
appears that the actual preparation 
of the bill of complaint, the answer 
of the defendant Shubert Theatre 
Corporation and the court orders 
were all under the guidance of the 
attorneys for J. & W. Seligman 
|& Co., who also organized the cor- 
poration and from time to time 
have supervised the issuing and 
listing of its securities on the 
Stock Exchange. Not only did 
J. & W. Seligman & Co., with the 
jaid of their counsel, organize the 
| corporation, but they, by written 


(Continued on page 51) 




















FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 


untilLabor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 


eineiemenel iinet 











Dy Ne Nia 


























50 VARIETY 


EEGETEMATE 


Tuesday, May 31, 1932 








Few B'way Showshops Made Profit 
In 31-32; Music Box Prospered 





Broadway's profitable legit thea- 
for °31-82. 


Receiverships and foreclosed mort- 


tres make a short list 


gages tell the principal story 


Outstanding showshop on Broad 


way is the Music Box. Its con- 
tinual run of profit, started years 
azo by Sam Harris, continued 
when that manager brought in an- | 
other smash, ‘Of Thee I Sing. 
Gilbert Miller kept his house, the 
Henry Miller, out of the red well 
and took care of the Empire as 
well after Katherine Cornell va- 
cated. Miller also made the burden 


a little easier for the Broadhurst 
while his ‘Animal Kingdom’ stayed 
there. 

Elmer Rice and Joseph Bickerton, 
as a producing team, brought profit 


to the Plymouth and the Little, 
latter house now owned by ‘The 
Times’ and soon to end its show 
career. Arthur Hopkins, lessee of 
the Plymouth, didn’t do well with 
two of his own productions for 


that house. 

Theatre Guild profited at its own 
house and eased Martin Beck's 
headache at the Beck. Guild also 
helped the Alvin (which is in the 
red nevertheless) putting in ‘Elec- 


tra’ there for some weeks. Alvin 
now back in the hands of the 
owners. 


Morosco and Imperial, both Shu- 
bert stands, were taken care ol all 
season. The Ethel Barrymore the- 
atre with ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
was pretty well taken care of, but 
not long on the profits, if there 
were any. ‘Band Wagon’ and ‘Face 
the Music’ meant disappearance of 
carmine insofar as the New Ams- 
terdam goes. 

Globe offers a peculiar situation 
with a hit show as its tenant for 
months, but nevertheless in re- 
ceivership. John Golden is re- 
garded as getting an even break 
with ‘Riddle Me This,’ although pre- 
vious shows were no help. 

The Leblang houses, Cert, Cohan 
and 48th Street, probably show a 
better rate of tenancy than any 
other of the Broadway houses, due, 
of course, to the producer’s desire 
to go into any one of the three be- 
cause of the cut rate aid. However, 
the three spots opened were in and 
out with a succession of failures, 
getting no more than one or two 
moderate money makers, including 
‘Brief Moment,’ ‘Street of New York’ 
(revival). Season’s end, however, 
brings red for the Leblang prop- 
erties. 

Pijou, another Shubert house, did 
well with ‘Springtime for Henry’ for 
more than 20 weeks. William A. 
Brady’s Playhouse went into the 
black with ‘Church Mouse,’ the show 
being very inexpensive as to pro- 
duction and overhead. 

One of the best legit money mak- 
ers in Greater New York is the 
Majestic, Brooklyn, kept open all 
season long with but two excep- 
tions (Xmas and Holy weeks) and 
showing a consistent profit, particu- 
larly after it started to take dual 


booking instead of only Shubert 
bookings. 
Booth, in New York, was a big 


loser all season long until ‘Another 
Language,’ which, at the end of its 
run r »xt season will have more than 
made up. 

Sut woe was the position of nearly 
all the remaining Broadway thea- 
tres. 





Two Down East Fires 
St, Johnsbury, Vt., May 30. 


The Globe theatre was destroyed 
by fire May 23 with a loss estimated 





CYCLE OF REVIVALS 


| ‘Showboat’ Success Inspires Janney 
To Do ‘Vagabond King’ 





| 

Following the click of Zieggy’s 
‘Showboat,’ a smal! cycle of oper- 
ietta revivals looxs to be heading 
toward Broadway. 

One of the first slated for summer | 
| reawakening is ‘The Vagabond 
King.’ Russell Janney, original pro- 


musical, is lining up 
As many of the orig- 
inal cast as are around will be used. 
Dennis King, the lead, when first 
produced, is unayailable being in 
‘Showboat.’ 
Janney has 
‘O'Flynn,’ by the 
to do later. 


ducer of the 
the revival. 


musical, 
‘King’ 


another 
author of 


Lack of Bookings Folds 
Chicago Shubert Office 


Chicago, May 30. 

With nothing slated to come into 
any of its local houses for the 
balance of the season, the Shubert 
offices here closed last Satur- 
day (28). Everybody from John J. 
Garrity, general manager, down to 
the evening telephone operator 
went off the circuit’s Chicago pay- 
roll. 

Offices stayed open all last sum- 
mer, even during the period when 
there wasn't a _ single Shubert 
stand operating. Although at the 
time Garrity, his personal staff and 
the p. a. were given extended vaca- 
tions without pay, the circuit’s 
local auditor and the switchboard 
giri were retained right through. 
Harris theatre passed out of the 
Shubert operating hands with the 


departure of Helen Hayes’ ‘The 
Good Fairy’ Friday (27). Circuit 
had obtained the house on an 


eight-week lease to take care of 
‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
and ‘Fairy’ bookings. 


Ticket Man Divorced 


Harry A. Kaufman, ticket broker, 
has been.divorced. Evidence sub- 
mitted by his wife was that he took 
a short cruise on the Belgenland last 
summer occupying the same state- 





room with an unnamed . blonde 
woman, 

Kaufman is known as ‘Kay’ on 
Broadway where he conducts an 
agency in association with John 
Sullivan. Agency now uses the 


Tyson name. 

Court awarded $50 weekly for the 
support of the couple’s 11-year-old 
daughter. 


G Girls Sue Ziegfeld 
On ‘Hot-Cha’ Contract 


The Sisters G, vaude dancing 
team, are suing Florenz Ziegfeld for 
two weeks’ salary, alleging breach 
of contract. Dancers claim that 
they had a contract with Zieggy to 
play in ‘Hot Cha’ but didn’t appear 
therein. 

One of the sisters underwent an 
operation for appendicitis about a 
month before the show opened. Now 
they charge that although medical 
certificates were presented to the 
producer verifying their ability to 
appear in the musical, Zieggy 
thought otherwise. 

Contract in the action was not 
an Equity contract, Equity not fig- 
uring in the action. While a non- 
Equity contract may not be binding 
on a legit show, the sisters assert 
;} they had already made application 








at $125,000. It was owned by the! for Equity membership when the 
M. J. Caldeck Corp. contract was made. 
Marblehead, Mass., May 30. ° ‘ , 
Fire of undetermined origin, the Jarrett in Hot-Cha 
third in 18 months, destroyed the Art Jarrett followed Buddy 
interior of the Warwick theatre] Rogers into ‘Hot-Cha’ yesterday 
May 20. (Monday) at a salary reported 
The blaze apparently’ started/about $700 per week. 
under the stage. It destroyed all Jarrett was engaged directly by 


fixtures and seats, 
000. 


valued at $18,- 





Friday Stock Change 
Ottumwa, Ia., May 30. 

The Neil and Caroline Schaffner 
Players, who put in a tent engage- 
ment during the 1931 season suc- 
cessfully, have returned. 

Nights only with changes Monday 
and Friday. 


Lew Brown and placed under a run 
of the play contract. Singer goes 
off the air June 6, when his con- 
tract with CBS expires. 


NO PIX FOR NEGRI 


Pola Negri finished her season in 
vaudeville last Saturday and will 
sail for a European holiday. 

She does not intend picture work 
next season, continuing tn vaude in 
her Jack Lait sketch 








ROTATING STOCK 





One-Niters in Four Ex-Film 
Houses in Detroit 
Detroit, May 30. 


Publix is trying out legit in sev- 
eral of its neighborhood houses. 
Stock company being formed will 
perform the same play at four dif- 
ferent neighborhood houses’. the 
same week and repeat the same 
houses with a new play each week. 

First play, ‘This Thing Called 
Love,’ will be given at the Redford, 
Alhambra, Annex and Ramona. 
Cast includes Emily Ross, James 
Shelbourne, James Doyle, Edith 
Gresham, Sanford MacCauley and 
Delice Hazen. Doyle will direct. 

Deal has been made for stage- 
hands to travel with the group 
eliminating the necessity for a crew 
in each house. 


SUNDAY LEGIT BEFORE 
EQUITY COUNCIL TODAY 


Subject of Sunday 
for Broadway 








performances 
legits was agitated 


last week when several managers 
spoke their minds, with somewhat 
caustic comments anent Equity’s 


refusal to again consider the idea, 
which showmen insisted would do 
much to bring better times to the 
theatre and provide more work for 
actors. The Theatre League which 
campaigned for Sundays during the 
winter hag asked that the ques- 


tion be put before the annual 
Equity meeting today (31). 
Whether the matter is in order 


at the meeting, calied primarily for 
election of officers and reading of 
annual reports, was not certain. 
However, if consideration should be 
called for from the floor, it may 
result in a special meeting on Sun- 
days. Equity’s membership has 
twice rejected Sundays. Not long 
ago, after Frank Gillmore, the 
president, personally came out for 
Sunday performances which was a 
change in front for him, a petition 
was filed against submitting the 
queston to the Council. A special 
meeting, which was to have de- 
cided the Issue, was never called. 
The League has asked Gillmore 
to submit two questions at the 
meeting, whether the actors favor 
the enacting of a law ending dis- 
crimination against legitimate per- 
formances on Sunday and whether 
Equity would favor Sunday nights, 
with no performances on Mondays. 
Plan is to try Sundays for one year. 
Lee Shubert started the pres- 
ent Sunday show movement and 
seemed to blame most of the the- 
atre’s troubles on the ban against 
them. Flo Ziegfeld raised the point 
that legit actors couldn’t work Sun- 
days because of Equity rules, but 
the same players appeared four and 
five times on Sundays in yvaude and 
picture houses. 


Friars’ Ticket 


Nomination of officers of the 
Friars which will be balloted Fri- 
day (3) makes up the following 
ticket: Abbot, George M. Cohan; 
Dean, George Jessel; Prior, Emmett 





R. Callahan; secretary, Harry 
Hershfield; treasurer, William 
Degon Weinberger. 

The ticket is the same which 


superseded that first named last 
year. At the time first named 
ticket was defeated. Named for two 
years on the board of governors: 
Ira Streusand, Jay C. Flippen, Jack 
Benny, 8S. J. Kaufman and Bert 
Lahr, 





Start of Stock String 


Cleveland, May 30. 

Having launched his 20th stock 
season at Ohio with Ina Claire and 
Donald Brian in ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
Robert McLaughlin will start his 
proposed string of repertory houses 
by opening Colonial in Akron June 
19 with ‘Blessed Event.’ 

Akron stock opening will follow 
production of play here June 5 with 
John Gallaudet in lead. All-star 
revival of ‘Way Down East’ is 
slated as McLaughlin's third stock 
show for June 12. 


SPAN.-ENGLISH MUSICAL 
Los Angeles, May 30. 
Second show in the Teatro 
Carrillo on Olvera street will be 
a combination Spanish-English re- 
vue called ‘The Pathway of 
Padres,’ opening June 12. English 
book by Katherine Englehorn, Span- 
ish songs by Salvadore Nuno, musi- 
cal director. Dramatic direction by 
Aroza Mena. 
Producer is Consuelo Bonzo. 





Leo 


the | 


BRING $16,500 AT SALE 


At ae referee’s +uction held 
Wednesday (25) of A. H. Woods as- 
sets $16,500 was realized. Amount 
principally covered the purchase of 
Woods’ interest in various plays. In 
the manager’s bankruptcy petition 
his assets were estimated at about 
$100,000. 

Martin Herman, the producer's 
brother, bought Woods’ share in 10 
plays for $900, and I. S. Richter, a 
play broker, one play, for $50. Prin- 
cipal sale brought $15,000 covering 
| the greater part: of Woods’ plays 
and all claims and judgments listed 
‘as assets. Jacob J. Schwebel, an 
preneg- paid the $15,000. It is be- 
|lieved Schwebel was representing 
another party, identity of whom 
was not disclosed, 








Harry Oshrin, another attorney, 
paid $100 for Woods’ interest in an- 
other play. 

Referee is Seaman Miller. 





Tents Cutting Prices; 
Adding Concessions 


Chicago, May 30. 

Outdoor showmen in the 
mid-west say they're pleasantly 
surprised at the number of tent 


shows out and readying to go out. 
Up to last week the local Equity 
office counted 38 tent shows, and 
next week will see the addition of 
two more. Much better than any- 
body had expected. 


Most of ’em, however, are hitting 
the road this year on.a bag of 
peanuts. Prices generally have 
been hatched, most of the tents 
ranging along on the 10c and 25c 
scale, which means kids and adults. 
But practically all are using the in- 
side take for ‘reserved seats’ at l5ic 
additional. 


Tents this year are running into 
more than ordinary opposition from 
the town merchants, The mer- 
chants right now can’t stand to 
see even a dime walk out of town. 
When the prosperity was on they 
didn’t mind the ten‘s gathering a 
few coins, but now ’tis otherwise. 


Their particular howl, however, 
is based on the new splurge by the 
tents in going for concessions. 
Some of these tents are being run 
like carnivals, and have all sorts 
of articles ranging from 5c to $1 
for sale between acts. This is too 
much direct competition for the 
local merchants to sit back and 
take without a murmur. 


legit 





Tent Shows Seek Cure 
Of Depresh in Merger 


Topeka, May 30. 


Only one tent rep show in this 
territory and it reorganized after 
playing way off its regular routing. 
R. J. Mack, owner of the McOwen 
Stock company, called in the com- 
pany, which for 12 years, has played 
summer dates in Northern Kansas 
and Nebraska. Company only out 
four weeks and reported starvation 
business. 

Mack is consolidating his com- 
pany with that of Clyde M. Waddell 
and starts out again in two weeks 
playing only towns of 15,000 and 
over. 





No. 2 ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 


Plan to present a number two ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ production has been 
virtually set, but casting will not be 
done until late July. 

Pulitzer prize winner is due in 
Chicago in September with the 
original company expected to last 
at the Music Box until Jan. 1. 





EMELIE MELVILLE DEAD 

San Francisco, May 30. 
EXmelie Melville, vet actress, died 

jhere after a long career in legit. 
At the time of her death Miss 
Melville was being kept in a home 
| by friends who had been 
ing her for the past year. 
— —— 
RAY’S STAGE VENTURE 


| San Francisco, May 30. 





support- 


Charles Ray is teamed with Dale 
| Winter for a June 7 opening at 
| Duffy’s Alcazar in ‘House Beautiful’ 
'with El Capitan in 
follow. 


This will be Ray's first Coast 


Hollywood to 


$100,000 WOODS ASSETS 


On Globe as New 
Claims Pile Up 


The predicament of 
legit theatre which 
Broadway bunch in receivership, 
appears to be as bad as any -of 
those jammed up financially. Troy. 
bles of the C. B. Dillingham house 


the Glebe, 
joined. the 


were increased last week when 
the Internal Revenue department 
sought the collection of back ad. 


missions taxes. A lien was filed 
against the Globe in the U. S. Dis. 
trict court, in the amount of $10,000, 

Max Gordon, whose ‘The Cat and 
the Fiddle’ was caught in the col. 
lapse, moved his attraction to the 


Cohan, but continued to be en. 
meshed in the Globe situation, 
Tickets sold for last week’s per- 


formances at the Globe either at 
the boxoffice or in agencies were 
denied a refund by the Globe, where 
it was stated the receiver had so 
instructed. Many such tickets 
turned up at the Cohan where they 
were exchanged as a protective 
measure for show and house. 

About $1,300 worth of such tick- 
ets were exchanged which ine 
creased Gordon’s claim against the 
house. Some confusion early in the 
week when the Cohan. sought to 
learn whether those presenting 
tickets for exchange were theatre- 
goers or agency people, house re- 
fusing to exchange tickets from 
the latter. Agencies had paid the 
Globe for tickets two weeks in ad- 
vance, with no settlement from the 
house for last week nor the ‘dumps’ 
(returned tickets) of the previous 
week. 

Wants Rent of $3,000 

Samuel Baum, the receiver, ap- 
plied to the court to fix a ‘reason- 
able rental’ should the Dillingham 
Theatre Co, desire to operate. the 
house. He said he should receive 
at least $3,000 weekly. Decision 
was reserved. Understood a lesser 
figure was named last week when 
there was some talk of moving 
‘Hot Cha’ down from the Ziegfeld. 

Gordon also went into court with 
the demand that $2,644 which the 
receiver took over from the box of- 
fice be. paid to the show manage- 
ment. Sum was claimed as part 
payment of a balance of $10,982, 
latter item not including exe 
changed tickets at the Cohan. 

Under the rules admission tax 
reports must be filed each month 
and are payable to.the collector 
not later than the end of the suc- 
ceeding month. Other houses are 
known to have withheld admissions 
taxes but a penalty is added when 
payment is subsequently made, 
Such moneys are supposed to be 
kept in an account separate from 
the theatre money. 

A court action by the sponsors 
of ‘There You Are,’ which closed 
at the Cohan after one week and 
thereby made way for ‘Cat and 
Fiddle, sought an injunction: to 
prevent being ousted. House con- 
tends the show had already with- 
drawn. 

Show was backed by Arthur 
Levey, said to be a hotel. man, and 
Herman Chesnick who is, in the 
auto accessary business. It was 
presented by Hyman Adler, but 
salaries were guaranteed by the 


theatre. In court lawyers ‘came to 
a quick agreement and the action 
was not pushed. Claims against 


the show for the salaries, howeyer, 
was not abated. 


Pageant Clicks 


Easton, Pa., May 39. 

Lafayette College centennial pag- 
eant presented on three nights 
drew about 20,000 paid admissions 
at $1 and $2. Director of the event 
was Albert Gilmer, head of the dra- 
matic department at Lafayette. 

Impression was that the college, 
Which spent more than $25,000 on 
the pageant, would be a heavy loser 


but the school didn't come so far 
from breaking even. 
Village Booking Problem 
St. Paul, May 00. 
Hinckley, village near here, booked 
the Dawson Variety Players for 4 
week. Heat developed when loca! 
picture house man and tradesmé 


decided show people would take toe 
much coin out of town. 

So the city dads revoked the per- 
mit, only to have a new problem de- 
velop—they couldn't find the play- 





stage appearance in some years, 


ers to serve the notice. 


U.S. Tax Plaster | 
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Holiday Trippers Save Broadway 
Grosses; Legit List Now Down to 17 





Broadway's legit show list is down! New L. A. Legit Venture 


to 17 attractions, inclusive of three 
premieres this week, With the sum- 
mer musicals slow in preparation, 
looks certain that there will be less 
than 10 shows before July. 

Out of town exodus for the week- 
end spanning Memorial Day affected 
business Thursday and Friday, but 
the leaders held up well enough. ‘An 


influx of one-day visitors Saturday 
accounted for excellent trade, both 
matinee and night. 

Four new shows last week, with 
*A Thousand Summers’ at the Sel- 
wyn the best. Estimated topping 
$2,000 in seven times and may do 
some business fer a limited time 


‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody,’ at the Ful- 
ton, was socked by the reviewers 
and was yanked after four days; 
co-operative ‘On the Make’ at the 
48th Street greeted tepidly and has 
little change: ‘Yeah Man,’ a colored 
revue at the Park Lane, ditto. 

tevived ‘Show Boat’ topped the 
list at the Casino ,Carroll) with 
takings claimed around $40,000; ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ with a revised Satur- 
day matinee prices got $29,000, vir- 
tual capacity; ‘Hot-Cha’ has 
dropped its scale to $4.40 with the 
east taking a cut as indicated last 
week; same thing will probably 
apply to ‘Face the Music’ business 
for both the latter musicals being 
away off. 

‘Another Language’ is now getting 
as much as any non-musical, hold- 
ing a pace of $14,000, while the oth- 
er leaders have eased off: about 
same figure for ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ and ‘Animal 
Kingdom.’ 

‘Springtime for Henry’ closed at 
the Shubert, where ‘Hey, Nonny, 
Nonny’ was again postponed until 
next week; due then also are the 
Players Club’s revival of ‘Troilus 
and Cressida’ for one week at the 
Broadway and ‘The Boy Friend,’ 
Bijou. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (6th 
week) (C-708-$3). Saturday expect- 
ed to be off because of Memoriai 
Day exodus, but hardly any differ- 
ence for leaders; this one again 
around $14,000; none of straight 
plays topped that mark. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (1st week) (C- 
1,043-$3). Presented independently 
(Sigourney Thayer); written by Al- 
bert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; 
Madge Kennedy starred; opened 
Monday. 

‘Christopher Comes Across,’ Roy- 


ale (list week) (C-1,118-$3). Pre- 
sented by Brock Pemberton; writ- 
ten by Hawthorne Hurst; first 
slated for Hudson; opens tonight 
(31). 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (34th 
week) (M-1,400-$3). Sudden re- 


moval from Globe under handicap 
Jast week with Monday out; would 
have gotten $14,000 on full week; 
tickets sold for Globe were ex- 
changed which also held down initial 
take here. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 
(31st week) (C-1,041-$3). Grooved 
around $14,000; that pace looked 
especially good last week and sum- 
mer stay seems set. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(16th week) (M-1,720-$5.50). Off 
again last week and operating nut 
due for cut; estimated around $22,- 
000, 

‘Heigh-Ho Everybody,’ Fulton. 
Critics picked on radio comedy 
which was taken off Saturday; four 
days. 

‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert. 
Postponed again: due next week. 

‘Hired Husband,’ Bijou (1st week) 
(C-605-$3). Presented independent- 
ly (August L. Stern); written by 
Same: listed to open Friday (3). 

‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (13th week) 
(M-1,622-$4.40). Notice up last 
week; rescinded when cast took sal- 
ary cut: scale down to $4.40; last 
week estimated under $30,000. 

‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Broadhurst (5th week) (D-1,118-$3). 
Slated to close, but heldover: busi- 
ness continues light, approximating 
$5.000 or less. 

‘Merry -Go- Round,’ 


Plymouth 


Avon (6th 


week) (D-830-$3). With operating 
cost reduced may be getting by; ap- 
proximate pace $4,500; may last 


through month. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (23rd 
week) (M-1,000; $5.50). 
sixth month; virtual 
standees present nearly all 
formances: 


capacity; 
per- 


down; gross almost $29,000 last 
week, 

‘On the Make,’ 48th St. (2nd 
week) (C-969-$3). Co-operative 
show drew unfavorable reviews; 
lean takings left little to split first 
week; under $3,000. 

*Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (29th 
week) (C-914-$3). Slated to run 
through June and could stay longer; 
first week here after moving tron 
Beck around $14,000. 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ Shube: 
Closed last Saturday; played < 
weeks to moderate 
profits. 

‘The Animal 
(2list week) (C-!] 
after another two 


gcrosess, but EVOt 


Kingdom,’ Empire 
0409-$3). Due TO 


stop weeks 


Entering | 


Saturday matinee scale | 


Will Open Operetta 


Los Angeles, May 30. 

and Music Guild of Los 
with Marcel Silver, former 
Fox megger as president, will open 


‘Rose of Flanders’ 


| Theatre 


Angeles, 


the Mason. It's a new operetta 
booked by Edward Paulton, with 
music extracted from the works of 
Offenbach and Johan Strauss. 

i Ambitious program of the new 
|} venture includes presentation of 
|other light musicals, operas and 
| Shakesperian plays set to music. 


Edward Royce will stage ‘Rose’ as 
his first legit venture on the coast. 
Guild leased the Erlanger 
house. 


LOCAL OPERETTA BLAH 
AT $5,000 IN ’FRISCO 


May 30. 
Only new one on the boards was 
the locally preduced operetta, ‘Love 


has 








San Francisco, 


| Time,’ at the Geary. Got off to an 
j}auspicious start with local cast 
| largely responsible for the draw 


business with approximately $5,000 
the best it could do. 

Town's three other shows moving 
along satisfactorily. First week of 
the Duffy production of 
| Event,’ with Reginald Denny, pulled 
a good $7,500 to the Alcazar and 
deuce week holding up equally well. 

‘Green *astures’ still the top 
money-taker, its second stanza at 
Erlanger’s Columbia closing the 
show with around $13,000. 





in his fourth and final week at the 
Curran following a third week of 
$9,000—a splendid intake. House 
then dark until June 13 when Kath- 
arine Cornell in ‘Barrets of Wim- 
pole Street’ takes the boards. tay 
Henderson already here in advance 
of the piece. 





Summer Spot Try-Outs 


Julian Evans and John Curtis will 
start off a stock season at Milton- 
on-Hudson, New York (Catskill 
summer resort) June 27 with Doro- 
thy Gish in ‘Bride the Sun Shines 


On,’ Miss Gish starred in the 
Broadway production. 
Ethel Borden, Allan Campbell, 


Howard, Ellen Lowe are members 
of the resident company, with Ev- 
ans stagger. Walter Walton is art 
director. 

Company will try out three new 
shows. 





Engagements 


Lou Tellegen ‘Man Who Re- 
| claimed His Head.’ 

Margaret Sullavan, 
| Walker, Marcella Swanson, 
| Donnlevy, Edward Leiter, Walter 
| Glass, George Probert, Gertrude 
| Maitland, Katherine Karr, Miriam 
| Stewart, ‘The Boy Friend.’ 


CAST CHANGES 





3rian 





J. Harold Murray, starring in 
|Sam Harris’ ‘Face The Music’ 
| quits the show May 31 leaving 
shortly thereafter for a vacation 
abroad, 

John Garrick takes his place. 

James Carson left ‘Christopher 


| Comes Across,’ with no replacement ; 


| being made. 
| Frank Morgan replaces’ Richy 
Craig, Jr.. in ‘Hey Nonny Nonny.’ 

Art Jarrett replaced Buddy Rog- 
ers in ‘Hot-Cha.’ 

Jersey Stock Folds 

Jules Leventhai’s stock company 
at the Hudson, Union City, N. J., 
closed Saturday (25). 

Two weeks tenure, 
mainly due to following 





with biz ng. 
burlesque. 





mav stick beyond June 18; last 
week about same gross of $13,500. 
‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (2nd 


week) (CD-1,067-35) Mixed no- 
tices: good premiere; first seven 
performance s te pped $9,000 should 
do better this week. 


Other Attractions 
‘Show Boat.’ Casino (Carroll) 


revival jumped to the list leadership 
with gross toppir ra £40 000, 

‘Blue Monday,’ Provincetows 
opens Thursday ¢4F 


*Yeah Man,’ Park Lane col 


3€ panned 


in early July at | 


and then settled down to desultory | 


‘Blessed | 


Edward Everett Horton currently | 


Jack Daniels, Joan Hathaway, Gene | 


Charlotte | 





BUFFALO’S STANCE 


Press Obits on Shubert Teck as a 
‘Faded Dowager’ 


Buffalo, May 30. 

Announcements from New York of 
the merger of Shubert and Erlanger 
;road subscription series next season 
brought forth obituaries from local 
dailies who took it for granted that 
the plan will mean the closing of the 
Shubert Teck here. 

One sheet referred to the theatre 
‘faded dowager, ‘and the 
sensus appears to be that the aban- 
donment would be 





an a con- 


without regrets 





BURKE'S $8500 
WEAK FOR L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 30. 
Heat and headaches greeted legits 
last week. Only two plays operat- 
ing, ‘The Mad Hopes,’ with Billie 
Burke starred, at the Belasco, and 
‘The Alarm Clock’ at Henry Duffy's 
El Cpaitan. 
‘Hopes,’ a 


new play by Romney 


Brent, started poorly with less than |} 


;an estimated $8,500. With the mer- 


|cury taking a sudden leap to 90, 
|} the short money was no surprise. 
‘Blessed Event,’ with Reginald 


Denny starred, follows ‘Alarm Clock 
at the Belasco June 5. ‘Barretts of 
| \Wimpole Street’ opens at the Bilt- 
more for 11 days tomorrow night 
(Tuesday) to the heaviest advance 
of any non-musical in the past three 
years, 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Alarm. Clock,’ El Capitan (2d 


week) (C 1,103, $2.50). Second visit 


week) (C 1,571, $1.50). Just made 
| the black with $3,000. Antiquated 
| comedy fails to interest local pat- 
| rons, with Louise Fazenda starred 
| and getting credit for what comes 
| in. 

‘The Mad Hopes,’ Belasco (ist 
| 


of Billie Burke here this season 
looks like no _ profit. Less than 


$8,500 estimated, below average for 
this house. 








Future Plays 


Untitled musical by 
and Ben Oakland Phil 
will produce in August as ac 
manager. Duein N. Y. in Sept. 
a road tour to follow. 
| Untitled play py Chester 
and Solow, latter the 
of ‘Black Tower.’ To be 
iby Erskin, 
Hollywood 


Barry Trivers 


which Baker 
tor- 


with 


Erskin 
Gene author 
produced 
who will be 
within a 
the play in work. 

‘This Side Idolatry,’ by Talbot 
Jennings for the Theatre Guild next 
fall. 

‘Lingering Past,’ by Leonard Ty- 
;nan at the Provincetown Playhouse 
|'soon, Seven Arts Guild 
Edwin Hopkins is staging. 

‘Saint Wench,’ by John Colton. 
will have Helen Mencken in the lead 
next 
menthal. Show 
Maude Adams. 


back from 


month and put 


producing. 


season for Peggy Fears Biu- 


was once to star 


Angeles, 

Horace Murphy's 
is reduced to two _ performances 
weekly. Shows are Monday and 
Tuesday at the Strand, side 
| picture house. 


Los 


May 30. 
company 


| Murphy’s Two Nights 
| 


stock 


east 


nights in Riverside, Cal. 


STAMFORD STOCK STARTS 
Stamford, Conn., May 30. 

Philip Ott opens a stock company 
here tonight with ‘Private Lives,’ 

Company, cast through the Jenie 
Jacobs office, includes Jacqueline 
| Logan, Martin Burton, Louise Car- 
ter, Albert Hays. Wilmer Pentley 
director. 

Miss Logan sails for Europe 
shortly after this engagement. 








Shubert Bondholders Probe 


Plea 





(Continued on page 49) 


ee 


appointed financial 
| given pre-emptive 
| right to the sale of its securities for 
|20 years, and a member of their 
be was made director and member 


contract, 
advisers 


were 
and 


of the executive committee of the 
| corpore tion.’ 

| It is explained that at organiza- 
; tion the capital consisted of 250,0°0 
|shares of no par value common 
| stock. There was an issue of $4,- 
eras of 7% gold debentures. The 
| 
| 
| 
' 


proceeds of these bonds, less $1,- 
020,000, together with 150,000 shares 
of stock were issued to the Shu- 
; berts and the corporation agreed to 
| pay Lee Shubert $450,000 additional 
'as well as a number of debts here- 
ltofore contracted by the Shuberts. 
‘Although the 7% debentures were 
not payable until July, 1934, in June, 
| 1927, they were redeemed at a pre- 
mium out of the proceeds of the 6% 
gold debentures which you had the 
| privilege of buying on the recom- 
| mendation of the bankers®now pro- 
ifessing to represent you.’ (Latter 
issue was for $7,000,000 of which 
;about $6,450,000 are outstanding.) 
‘Our investigation shows that 
with the exception of a few out-of- 
town theatres the bankers did not 
take the precaution to have ap- 
praisals made of the properties for 
which the Shuberts were given 
stock, debentures and cash...One 
item alone labeled “stage equip- 
ment” carried on the books at 
$250,000, was boosted to $1,750,(00. 
In the case of two theatres in Cin- 
cinnati the value was increased 
from $1,315,471 to $1,634,290. These 
theatres are now said by the re- 
ceivers to be worth so little as not 
to justify payment of interest on 
the mortgages, first mortgage being 
$300,000, and the second in 
Shubert is 


lonlv 
iwhich J. J. 
$200,600 
The matter of the Central theatre 
in which the corporation lost $50,000 
in buying it back from,the 
personally is touched on. 
Stock ‘Manipulations’ 
Touching on the corporation's 


“interested,” 


berts 


stock ‘manipulations’ it is pointed 
out that the deal with M. J Mee- 
han to market 100,000 shares earl 
in 1929 resulted in a loss of $131,355 
to wine corporation, while all the 
s res remained in the treasury} 
The effect the stock selling opera- 
tions had on the stock traded in on 
the Exchange is unknown to us 
s the committee, ‘but it is sig 
nificant that the stock holdings 


Shu- | 


William Klein (Shubert 
and J. J. Shubert as reported by 
the receivers are 54,670 shares less 
than at the organization.’ 
Estimating the proceeds of stock 
sales, the letter goes on, ‘Sales of 
stock at $50 per share under the 
debenture warrants netted $1,908,- 
000. The sale of 25,000 shares at 
$74 per share brought $1,854,000, a 
total of $3,762,400. Conceding that 
the $7,500,000 of debentures cost 
the purchasers only 96 per cent, 
then it will appear that sales of 
stock and debentures have cost the 
public $10,962,400 in addition to 
brokers’ commissions and incidental 
charges to say nothing of the 
amount they paid for the stock un- 
loaded by J. J. Shubert and 
Klein of the executive committee. 
Whether they cas-.ed in at the $74 
rate or made their profits out of 
later stock market jiggles can only 
be determined by the special in- 
vestibator. At $74 per share their 
receipts would Lave been $4,045,580 
making the public’s total invest- 
ment in the Shuberts $15,007,980. 


lawyer) 





It is then stated that based on 
the last receiver’s report the liq- 
uidatior, value of the corporation 


would be $427,000 to be divided 
among creditors with known claims 
lof $10,000,000. Another paragraph 
| reads: 

‘That there will not be any more 
|for creditors in the Shuberts opin- 
jion is quite evidcnt by their pro- 
| posal to take $300,000 worth of re- 
ceivers’ certificates to enable the 
lcorporation to carry on into an- 





other theatrical season. As the 
|holders of these certifecates they 
|will have first lien on all the 


equities and if liquidated will come 


into possession of their old the- 
atrical business free and clear 
without responsibility for the debts 
incurred since incorporation and 


including debentures. 

‘The court has granted our appli 
cation and will appoint 
counsel to make an independent in- 
paid for by the 


special 


vestigation to be 


receivers but has made it a condi- 
tion that in the event that no bene- 
fit accrues to the estate as a result 
thereof, this expense hall be borne 
ratab] wy debenture bondholders 
we represent While we consider 
i burder me condition, never- 
@i¢ having ning more thar 
yur eT on the dollar in sight we 
believe the debenture holders owe 
it to themselves to accept thi h 
VW +} ‘ di ‘ at ‘ 
y eCOey ale ‘ } 1 


Murphy for a time also had three | 


Chi Fades to 3; Scandals’ $25,000 
At $3, Disappointing in 3,500-Seater 


| Chicago, May 30. 

| Looks like that heavily touted 
ispasm of legit activity for the 
political conventions will turn out 
to have been just that much talk. 
Pall of midsummer heat, joined by 
torrential storms, early in the week 


give the 
almost complete washup. 
almost all along the line 
went tailspinning into the deep red, 
with the new White's 
‘Scandals stiffest 


socking. musical 


he Iped 
and 


Grosses 


sudden 


season a 


entry, George 
coming in for the 
Star-studded 


failed to draw much better than 
1 $25,000 in the 3,500-seated Civie 
Opera House, ctipped its slated 


four-week stay to a fortnight, and 
is figured to take a loss of around 
$30,000 here within that period. 

| Foldup of Helen Hayes’ ‘The Good 
Fairy’ at the Harris Friday night 
and Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in 
Black,’ Apollo, Saturday threw the 
entire local Shubert string into 
darkness, with nothing definitely 
scheduled for any of the circuit's 


spots this summer Harris felt it 
along with the others during the 
sultry spell, but with the turn of 
; cool breezes Thursday piled up 


enough on the last 
ances to lift the 


three 
six-day 


perform- 
tally out 


of the red. Cutrates brought little 
sustenance to ‘Rhapsody,’ whose 
two-week return engagement must 


have dug substantially into the 

Leslie exchequer. Tab version of 
the revue goes into the Paramount, 

| New York, June 3. 
Other Saturday (28) foldups were 
| ‘Hay Fever,’ Adelphi, and ‘A Church 
Mouse,’ Playhouse Night before 
the closing the Adelphi management 
slapped an attachment on _ the 
Patterson McNutt production 
claiming $2,000 due for advances 
made to bring the show in. Latter 
included hotel bills in Detroit, rail- 
road fares, cartage and share in ad- 
vertising. Cast was paid out of the 
| Equity bond. 

With ‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn, 
and ‘Scandals’ out of the way this 
coming Saturday (4), the local legit 
fort will be left to ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law’ and a newcomer, ‘Love on Ap- 
proval,’ pencilled for entry into the 
Playhouse the next night. Adelphi 
is flirting with a colored show, 
locally written, backed and pro- 
duced, as a middle of Juhe possibil- 
ity. 





Estimates for Last Week 
‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse 
final week) (C-603; $3). Came out 
of the final week’s struggle with 
less than $2,000, a half grand below 


(4the 


ithe guarantee. House dark until 
Sunday (5) when ‘Love On Ap- 
proval,’ with Cecile Spooner, un- 


veils. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ Erlanger 
(16th week) (CD-1,319; $3). Nicked 
for better than a grand to around 
$7,000, with weather figured to have 
affected it more than replacement 
by Harry Mervis of Otto Kruger 
lead. Expects to hold on through 
the conventions, though now looking 
around for a cheaper hcuse. 

‘Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (2rd week) 
(D-1,086; $2.50). Tumbled to around 


$9.000, hut, with help of good 
weather, should enjoy a_ sturdy 
windup week. Production folds 
here, 


‘Good Fairy.’ Harris (2nd-final 





week) (C-1,084; $3). Called it a 
tour Friday, with 16 performances 
in 13 days collecting a moderate 
near $20,000. House dark indefi- 
nitely, 

‘Hay Fever,’ Adeiphi (1st-final 
week) (C-1,100; $3). Cut raters 


| passed this one up from the open- 
ing night, Sunday (22). Slight over 


| $2,500 for the nine performances. 
Scenery and lighting effects held 


for alleged debt and company trans- 
ported back to New York and Eng- 


land. Nothing booked to follow 
here. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Apollo (2nd- 
final week) (R-1,443; $2.50). 


Scrammed to less than $3,500, with 
trade strictly cut rate. Had pre- 
viously played here this winter to 
nine weeks of consistently profitable 
business. 

| ‘Scandals,’ Civic Opera House (1st 
| 

| 

| 





week) (R-3,500; $3). Opened Sun- 
day to a good house and rave re- 
views. 3usiness in this swanky 
land off the loop spot drooped Mon- 
day, picked up Tuesday and did a 
|steady nosedive the rest of the 
| week, Garnered not much above 
$25,000. with the cost of the show 
and rent topping that figure. Hard- 
lv any advance for the current and 
fina] stanza. 
S. Senate Committee in which the 
same bankers and brokers here in- 
mentioned we have 
duty to carry on un- 
truth is bare. 
ee believes that no 


volved were 

deemed it our 
til the whole 
Your 

finer example of stock 


ipulation by 


laid 
eommiitt 
market man- 


corporation = officers 


[aided and encouraged by bankers 
and brokers could be found.’ 

} The lette signed by Edward 
A. Ducasse chairman of the indie 
group, other members being kEras- 
tus J Varsons and Henry kL 
(:othan vith Charles J. Hyde the 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





A Thousand Summers 


Comedy in three acts presented by Arch 
Selwyn at the Selwyn, May 24; written by 
Merrill Rogers. Jane Cowl starred; Fran- 





chot Tone and Osgood Perkins featured. 
Staged by Shepard Traube; $3 top 

Neil Barton.......se00+5 ..-Franchot Tone 
ee Te. , cénendeeees Florence Edney 
Mr Thompson. ..+ccsecess--Josephine Hull 
Mr. Thompson.. »e+.-Thomas Findlay; 
Sheila Pennington........-- ...Jane Cowl 
Zo King.. eccee ..-Marion Evensen 
WOMB 6.0 ccccts ..+s.Mary Newnham-Davis | 
Liurence Hereford......... Osgood Perkins 


Rarely have stars come to Broad- | 
iy at the finale of May, but Jane} 
‘owl made the delayed debut in 
iy which had been postponed for] 
pport bolstering. ‘A Thousand} 
‘immers’ (a line in a Swinburne | 
em) has its moments, but it’s 
subtful summer fare. 

The play is a comedy of romance. 
1d it enough gay touches it would 
ve been a first-night click. The | 
»orformance was too quiet and a 
t too long. Not a few lines were 
heard because several of the} 
ices were pitched too low. | 
The glamorous Miss Cowl is on| 
» stage much of the time, and wit-} 
ssing the star in performance is} 
of the theatre's lures. There | 
wos a cast change after the try-out, | 
binging Osgood Perkins into the} 
show. His manner of handling lines | 
aod clarity in diction got all out of | 
tl 3 part possible, but his assign-| 
ment did not seem important. 

Miss Cowl enacts Sheila Penning- 
ton, a woman of 36, visiting a coun- 
tiy hotel in the lake country of 
F igiland. She had slipped away 
from the continuous round of par- 
ties in London and Paris to think 
things over. Mainly she is desirous 
of determining whether to break 
v ith Laurence Hereford, with whom | 
sie had been living for five years. 

Sheila had had a number of lov- 
eis following the bitter end of her} 
marriage at 21. Her husband was 
kiifed in the war, just before the 
armistice was signed, and his loss is 
siill the big sorrow of her existence. 
A new interest in life is aroused by 
Neil Barton, an American youth 
just out of college who is visiting 
at the inn with his uncle and aunt, 
vho-brought him up. Their attach- 
ment develops during daily boatings 
on the lake. When it reaches a 
point where Neil's aunt becomes 
anxious, Sheila promises not to go 
further, 

That eVening, however, they are 
on the verge. Sheila reluctantly 
foes to her room and the excited 
youth readily accepts the advances 
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of the hotel maid, back from a 
d.ince. The pair go to the summer 
hcuse. That incident has a peculiar 


reaction on Sheila, who instead of 
heing angered realizes that she 
wants Neil. She tells Laurence that 
she is in love again for the first time 
rinee the tragic marriage and is de- 
termined to join the boy in Paris, 
where he is to study art. The dis- 
parity in ages is swept aside by 
taming youth and aroused woman- 
hood. 

Audience reaction of the second 
act curtain when the boy and the 
iiaid scoot to the summer house 
‘vas not favorable. The proceed- 
iigs in the last act, however, seemed 
to mitigate the situation. The story 
in toto is not Sunday school stuff. 

‘A Thousand Summers’ is a one- 
set play with a limited cast. . Fran- 
cot Tone as Neil gave a good ac- 
count of himself, featured along 
with Perkins. Josephine Hull as the 
sunt, and Thomas Findlay as Neil's 
»ncle were also good cast selections. 
but it is Miss Cowl’s appearance 
that is the important point. Ibee. 


ON THE MAKE 


Comody in three acts presented co-opera- 
tively at the 48th Street May 23; written 
hy Roger Gray; staged by Homer B. Mason. 
iva Dupont......c.cees ++++--Ruth Fallows 
‘hristine Schroeder.......Alice Cavanaugh 
Vangie Ryan .Jeannette Fox-Lee 
tert Gibson..... --John A. Willarde 
Danny Martin... ..-George Sweet 
Bike Caccio.., »--Clyde Veaux 











TOUR. < ccvce cdc -+»-Billy Barrows 
| etecceveceess- Jerome Daley 
Ns ks. 0.8 sae wakhewee ...Arthur J, Wood 
PEs 0 £65 66066000 06ee0e0 Ee Harry Short 
Agatha Schroeder..........00.:; Diana Croye 


Oscar Stubbs.. 


) Worthington L. Romaine 
(;eorge Larrimore 


Emmett Shackelford 


| resorts 
}ting coin from strange men out for | that, 


i} booze at excess prices from the bell- 
' 


| girls find it easy 


| Bert 


birdmen who have just gone aloft 
to break the endurance record, are 
framed. Chris takes the rap, is 
; kept in the pen three days and is 
|}given a suspended sentence after 
{forking over $500. The money is 





too many fellows with colds are 
crooning and keeping good singers 
out of jobs, The doc is preparing to| 
remove Buddy’s tonsils, which are 
twisted, permitting him to be a bet- 
ter booper than Gallo. 

Meantime Pamela's voice attracts 
the attention of the ad firm and she 
becomes the voice of a new toilet 
soap. Buddy gets the surprise of 
his young life when the receiving 
set in his flat discloses Pam on the 





| borrowed from Vangie, another girl 

lin the next flat, who then moves 

iin. Chris is fired from her job and 
to Vangie’s method of get- | 


a bit of excitement They buy| 


ways the 
to woo the shekels 
from their rather elderly guests. | 


hop and in gold-digging 





Despite the parties the girls are 
on the level, claiming to be virgins. | 
Among the visitors on the night the | 
aviators come down is the father 
of Bert Gibson, who is Christine’s 
fiance. Old boy tells son of the im- 
morality arrest, but the next day 
gets a marriage license and 
then comes an explanation of the 
incident, 

There are some laughs principally 
in the scenes in which Harry Short 
appears as a tall hick from Illinois, 
where he has a_ service station. 
Vangie spears him and takes him by 
means of a phoney box of lingerie} 
sent c. 0 and in other vampy 
ways, 

The feminine contingent stands 
out distinctly over the male play- 
ers. Jeannette Fox-Lee plays Van- 
gie in lively fashion. Ruth Fallows 
is very good as Eva, a frankly 
spoken girl engaged to the other 
flier who gets told plenty. Alice 
Cavanaugh is quite attractive as the 
fromed girl. These are really the 
leads, 

‘On the Make’ little to pre- 
sent, and if the players are content 


d. 


cost 





coffee and cakes it might play for 
1 time. Ibee, 
+. 
Heigh-Ho, Everybody 
Comedy in three acts presented at the 


Fulton May 25 by John T. Adams in asso- 







ciation with Arthur Hurley; written by 
Herbert Polesie and Jack McGowan, Joseph 
Santley, Edna Hibbard and Harry Rosen- 
thal featured. 

pO NT aS Ferree ey Joseph Santley 
Raymond Henderson....... Alfred Kappeler 
Dave Frankel -...cecsssees Harry Rosenthal 
Kitty Le Voe....... ceccce »..-Edith Broder 
EMU icccocccccctesvecee »» Paula MacLean 
Pamela Baxter...ceccocsess Suzanne Conroy 
Amy Martin... ..-Edna Hibbard 
Eddie Clark.......es¢» ...Walter Fenner 
Gene Gallo....... ecvesesees Wm, McFadden 
UGG ccccesecacdeeve Cbecerenewe Paul Porter 
Molly FORO. cccccecessecosseses Elsie Karlin 
Pc rPBUGON cccccccdecccoces John R. Hamilton 
Pulte cosvivissedes eesrevece David Herblin 
B2OWER. occvcoceseec coscece Edward Emerson 
McCormick ......+s.e00+++-Clarence Bellair 
CoMeH ccccvccecseces +ee+e+»Maurice Barrett 
Mr. Bullock....... eoescececes Edmund Elton 
Lena Bullock,...... esccececs eane Bryant 
Migs Wardicccccicccee oes oven Irene Shirley 
Dr. AMOS. csrscceses eveeee G, Lester Paul 


Control Operator...,...5....Austin Coghlan 


Of the several plays with radio 
broadcasting the theme, ‘Tleigh-Ho 
Everybody’ looked tops. But it was 
taken off after four days because it 
was socked by the reviewers. 


There is a lot of good stuff and 
enough laughs but script needed 
more work, Originally called 
‘Coast to Coast,’ the job of rewrit- 
ing was tossed to Jack McGowan. 
Within a too-limited time he did a 
good job and also restaged the show. 
Herbert Polesie is the author and 
knows the subject, being a radio 
continuity writer. John T. Adams, 
the presenter, is also in the ether 
field on the talent and program end. 

The drama critics were skeptical. 
Some of the radio bits they saw 
were regarded as travesties, but the 
fact is that most of it can happen 
and has happened. ‘Everybody’ 
started very well. The first-act let- 
down that followed the prolog was 
a first-night fault. Balance of the 
performance was much better, and 
the second-act curtain was a high- 
light. 


Buddy Baxter and his wife Pamela 
are just back from the Coast. 
Buddy lands on a sustaining hour 
through the efforts of his agent, 
Dave Frankel. He's a crooner and 
his booping gets across so well that 
over in Brooklyn he builds a follow- 
ing known as the Buddy Baxter 
Boosters. Pamela isn't so keen for 
Buddy's new job because it has split 





Henry Gibson...... »..»- Charles Hammond 
WS a8 Fb edbs66 06600860008 Joseph Burton 
BPUNER. #6. ceewes $0O6b6b6 0s e088 Phil Hughes | 





A wholly co-operative show with | 


its players from the Lambs Club, 
approximately in good standing, 
save for the actresses, of which 
there are four. (No skirt shall ever 
pass the portals.) ‘On the Make’ is 
fair diversion and doubtless will be 

_ dependent on cut rates. Hope of a 
summer stay questionable, 

Roger Gray, a comedian, authored 
the play with the plot akin to 
‘Ladies of the Evening.’ lt is sexy 
in a deliberate way. Some of the 
lines are oo-lala. Intended added 
effect was the dressing, outline of 
undies showing plainly on the girls. 
Cray not in the cast, which gave 


appear, 
Show started like it might be 
vice-squad meller with some mate- 


rial based on the city investigation | there in a plane and with a remote! producing this summer, probably in 
at the time the cops were on the | control box hooked to the telephone! ayjgust, when he'll do & musical 
erill and dicks made prostie arrests | line, the program goes on the air as} with himself as star, 


on stool-pigeon evidence. 
Eva and Christine, two 
raphers, affianced to a 


slenog- 
brace of 





them as a team and he hasn't shown 
| her the same attention. 


| There's one good reason. Fran- 
| 





air and a booper, too—at two G’s a 
week, There is a mixup over} 
Buddy's bad initial Mellows broad-| 
cast, but the maker's wife squares| 
When Pam comes back from} 
the studio it is a contrite Buddy} 
who puts on the old enthusiasm for 
his mate. They exit into his room| 
lovingly. 

Right then Harry Rosenthal, who! 


| does Frankel, is at the piano toying | 


with one of his best unpubliched} 
tunes. It was a laugh natural for| 
those in the know. Rosenthal had 


previously drawn the best applause 
return for his supple tickling of the 
ivories, but it is his acting that 
meant more to the performance. 
Rosey is just being himself as he 
was in ‘June Moon,’ his debut show 
that took him away from the piano 
and orchestra two seasons ago. 
Edna Hibbard is his contact in the 
play and was splendid. He gives her 
all the answers and lands her on 
the radio, too. Even before that she| 
said she liked him more and more. 
Joseph Santley was excellent as 
Buddy, and he does all the crooning 
he is supposed to do, curtain up or 
down. Prolog shows him in a studio 
before the mike booping and leading 
a little orchestra with a disengaged 
hand. Four cameos show how the 
crooner is received, and that was 
funny, too, especially the bit having 
a young married couple abed, hus- 
band turning off the set and saying 
he couldn’t compete with the) 
crooner. Character of the egotist| 
announcer seemed exaggerated, but| 
when he dropped his phoney manner 
for once and said ‘Nuts’ to a dumb 
housemaid, the result was a surprise 
laugh and everything was forgiven. 
Alfred Kappeler played the part. 
‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody’ had a fine 
chance and it’s too bad the pres- 
entation was so hurried. Ibee. 


YEAH MAN 


Colored revue presented at the Park Lane 
(68d st.) May 26 by Walter Campbell and 
Jesse Wank. Score by Al Wilson, Charles 
Weinberg, Ken Macomber; skits by Leigh 
Whipper and Billy Mills; dances staged by 
Marcus Slayter. 

Cast: Manton 








Moreland, Eddie Rector, 
tose Henderson, Lily Yuen, Hilda Per!eno, 
Peggy Phillips, Marcus Slayter, Adele Har- 
graves, Melodee Four, Billy Mills, Leigh 
Whipper, Walter Brogsdale, Russell Graves, 
Harry Fiddler, Jarahal, Eloise Bennett, 
Stepping, Quintet. 

A new managerial duo, Campbell 
and Wank, tried their luck with a 
colored revue, the first of that type 
on the boards this summer. In the 
same spot that had ‘Shuffle Along,’ 
which started a vogue at the old 
Daly’s 63d St., ‘Yeah Man’ seemed 
but a shadow of that one-time fa- 
vorite. Staying chances slim. 

Fact that the opening was twice 
postponed indicated the try was sin- 
cere, but the material is not there, 
and only a few of the players mean 
anything. There may be some gig- 
gles for colored audiences, but none 
for the average playgoer. 

Songs so-so with a balled or two 
better than the rest of the score. 
Lyrics not delivered clearly. Looked 
like those red-hot numbers had been 
avoided, but when a torch song 
came along it was hard to find out 
what it was all about. 

An ensemble number, ‘That's Re- 
ligion,’ along spiritual lines, got 
something, delivered in the Harlem 
manner. ‘Give Me Your Love’ 
fairly #o0d as handled by Hilda 
Perleno and Eddie Rector. Other 
warblers were Eloise Bennett, Rose 


| 
doctor to cure him, declaring that} 


cording 
Gerald Fielding, 
said to be wealthy and 
Pasadena. 





Henderson, Lily Yuen and Billy 
Mills. 

Eddie Rector, regarded the best} 
dressed of the Harlem hoofers, did 
his stuff without stint. There is a 
peck of steppers, including a maie 
quintet and several doubles. The 
chorus was lively and there was no 
weakness in that respect. 

Mills and Fiddier with their chink 
and gob act was spotted in the sec- 
ond part. Turn familiar enough 
years ago. Some of programed 
skits appeared to have been yanked 
at the last minute. However, if 
they were no better than the others, 
it didn’t matter. Ibee, 





kel’s theory is that a crooner must 
always have a cold in the head to) 
do his stuff right. He keeps Buddy 
in shape by putting him in drafts, 
and, if at home, making him take it 
on the head from an electric fan, 
The big chance comes when 
Frankel spots Buddy on a commer- 
cial, the Mellow cigarets, at plenty 
bucks weekly. It is arranged with 
an advertising agency, Ferguson, 
Fulton, Brown, McCormick & Cohen. 
Latter dialect figure is a bit out of 
|the picture. Gene Gallo, another 
| crooner, wants the job. His gang- 





LEGITS FOR A.C. PIER 
Atlantic City, May 30, 

Legitimate plays in the theatre 
and nationally prominent dance 
orchestras in the ballroom are to 
be offered at the Garden Pier this 
summer, William Hyman, formerly 
of the Islesworth Hotel, and Harry 
Katz, of the St. Charles, have 
leased the pier. The opening per- 
formance was a colored revue, 
‘Rocking Horse Blues,’ starring 





,; ster friend, Eddie 


| commercial broadcast. The ad peo- 
| ple and Frankel discover Buddy in 
|a mountain barn under duress, fly 


| planned. 
| Buddy 


jeation, Clark having summoned a 
2 ‘ J 


Clark, kidnaps} 
another club brother a chance to) Buddy on the day before the first | 


is groggy from a hypo in-| 





Stepin Fetchit. 





Baker Producer—Star 
| Phil Baker is slated to take up 





Barry Trivers is the author and 
Albert Johnson the designer i 


Plays Out of Town 
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THE MAD HOPES 


Belasco & Curran in association wit’ 
Bela Blau present a three-act comedy in 
one set by Romney Brent, starring Billie 
Burke. Staged by Edgar MacGregor. Set- 
tings by Joseph Urban. At the Belasco, 
Los Angeles, May 23; $2.50 top. 


SRRSCOU. BEGIN. 6 Pu co ows he en 58 Alex Courtney 
Fugenie.........eeeee..0+.Marcelle Corday 
Geneva Hope.....seses eeeees Pez Entwistle 
COMM. BEGG. 0c ccceceetetsees Rex O'Malley 
a | PPT rere Billie Burke 
BROmry WrOGR. oc ccccccecse Humphrey Bogart 
Pe ere Grayce Hampton 
Man from La Biche........ Emile Bistagne 
Gene EP meeeeisccccccuccat Pierre de Ramey 
ee in, OPER Te Claude King 
BOrvVAMt. ccaveceveccosesses Karl de la Motte 


If this s»-called satire on the life 


of an irresponsible woman and her 
family ever shows any promise it 
will be because the public insists 
upon seeing Billie Burke. Anything 
that this play by Romney Brent, 
who was heralded as another Noel 
Coward hereabouts, contains of en- 
tertainment value is entirely due to 
the star and not to the haphazard 
and somewhat slovenly construction 
in an endeavor to be over ;:mart and 
incidentally ape the late Avery Hop- 
wood 
risque dialog. 


in subtle concealment of 


Story is based on the lives, 


to report, 


ac- 
of Claude and 
a couple of lads 
living in 
Maybe the author was 


making a try for another one of 


those ‘Queer People,’ but his tech- 
nique was so clumsy it missed the 
happy landing stage. 


Play was originally purchased by 


PLAYS ABROAD 
GRAND GUIGNOL 


Paris, May 20. 

The Grand Guignol’s new bill is, 
like the last one, made up of four 
plays, instead of the old usual five. 

First one titled ‘La Bafouille,’ by 
Bernard Zimmer, shows Max Doria 
as a young «soldier in war time 
handing Claude Orval, the military 
postman, a letter which he is 
writing from the front to his girl 
who neglects him. Postman advises 
him to make the lettera very strong 
one, and after the young man has 
been killed previous to mailing, is 
about to destroy it when he finds 
that the man made it exceedingly 
loving. Title comes from war slang 
and means a letter. 

‘Tambour de Kovno’ (‘Kovno 
Drum’) is a one-act comedy by Jean 
Aragny and Albert Dieudonne, 
might make a picture short. It 
shows a supposed ex-Russian gen- 
eral, turned antiquarian, trimmed 
by a swindler who poses as the 
German ex-general who fought a 
battle against him. Not only was 
the swindler a fake, but the Russian 
general's real name turns out to be 
Levy. 

Next play—a drama—called ‘Pi- 
gal’s Chambre No. 3,’ by Roland 
Dreyfus, shows a girl permitting a 
man to suffer by a judicial error for 
shooting her lover when the real 
murderer is a woman. It is some- 
what of a thrill, with Mile. Gasiero 
as woman lead. 

The last play, a comedy, titled 
‘Prime,’ by Jean Aragny, takes place 
in Turkey, where the public execu- 
tioner, delighted to have some work 
to perform, entertains his intended 
victim, but finally kicks him out 
disgustedly when he finds he is in- 
nocent and must be released. 

Show is altogether a summerish 
affair, produced nicely enough, but 
without any great punch. Mari. 


GIRLS AND BOYS 


(Fiuk es lanyok) 


Dudapest, May 16. 
Ten-sceneé modern comedy of manners 
by Imre Halasz. Presented at the 
Muvesz theatre on April 30. In the cast: 
Lily Murati, Ezsi Akos, Ida Turay, Lajos 
Varady, George Nagy and others. 








Types and scenes of the life of 
the young and the very youngest 
generation, loosely held together by 
a plot that deals with that topical 
subject, hitherto touched but very 
gingerly on the stage, of compan- 
ionate marriage among young peo- 
ple who can't afford to marry prop- 
erly, 

In a sequence of lightly treated, 
humorous and sentimental scenes, 
more in the vein of the columnist 
than of the dramatist, the author 
says, ‘Yes; why not? but he com- 
promises by procuring a job for his 
heroine in the last scene and mar- 
rying her off in good earnest to the 
small-pay hero on their joint sal- 
aries, 

Much well-observed detail and the 
background of present-day young 
people’s cheap but unhampered 
amusements—week-end camp and 
tea-room garden—are the attrac- 
tions. The football professional 
whose prestige and income place 
him far above the more valuable 
college-educated chaps; the elderly 
lady office chief who handles the 
subordinate boys much as the 
mighty boss in novels 15 years ago 
handled the sweet, innocent girl 


(Continued on page 54) 


Bela Blau as a starring opus for 
Mary Boland. It was tried out in 
the east and never brought into 
New York. Then the idea was sold 
as a possibility to Miss Burke. 

Of course, the proverbial opening 
night excuse of nervousness was 
tl.rust forth for the shoddy manner 
in which it was interpreted by the 
cast. But probably the : 
to blame. 

Story is that of an English 
woman, two sons and a daughter, 
who are living on so-called income 
after the death of the husband and 
father. Income stops but the 
mother, who is irresponsible and in- 
clined to buy everything in sight, 
including jewels, keeps up living at 
the old pace and finds herself in 
trouble. Daughter tries to apprise 
her of the fact, but always some 
negligible answer is made. The 
boys don’t give a rip for they want 
to be picture actors. Just as the 
Fielding boys out here do, too. 

An American friend of Claude 
comes to Europe, tries to straighten 
out the tangle and finally does. He 
takes the girl away from _ the 
Frenchman, the boys get jobs as 
extras in pictures and the mother 
falls for an elderly benefactor 
whom on first sight she had loathed 
and ordered from her home. 

The love interest is broached in 
a most cumbersome and obvious 
way, reminding one of a motion pic- 
ture which has to be cut to footage, 
with the romance injected some- 
where toward the end so that ex- 
hibitor and public wil! not complain 
even though there is no explanatory 
preface, 

Miss Burke in the stellar role 
gave a spright and gay performance 
of what she had to work with, be- 
coming emotional when necessary 
and at times displaying marked tal- 
ent in trying to do some of t .e Rose 
Melville type of comedy. Second 
honors go to Peg Entwistle as the 
ingenue. She was sincere in her 
interpretation of the part and stood 
head and shoulders over the balance 
of the cast. Others, all good actors, 
did their best, but had no opportu- 
nity to make impressions. 

Play nicely mounted with Urban 
settings that sparkled. Direction 
was somewhat spotty, but blame 
could be laid to the material. 

It will not be a wow locally and 
if Miss Burke can get something 
else for her New York appearance 
she might be better off. Ung. 


heat was 
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LOVE TIME 
San Francisco, May 23. 

First local production in some 
months, ‘Love Time’ is a swell op- 
portunity for all the ambitious boys 
and girls. House full of well- 
wishers greeted the initial show and 
business has been fair since. Op- 
eretta won't take in any big dough. 

Music is by Hans Linne, who ably 
conducted an augmented orchestra. 
Book and lyrics by William Clifford, 
with George Cunningham doing a 
neat job of staging. 

Honors pretty equally divided be- 
tween Adele Crane as the barmaid 
and Nathan Stewart as the adven- 
turer, former's intensive tutelage on 
the Australian boards fitting her for 
the difficult role. Stewart, though 
appearing in only the last act, dis- 
played a robust pair of pipes that 
singles him out as a find. Marie 
Wells was excellent as the Count- 
ess, While Barrie Oliver and Myrtis 
Crinley split the juve laurels. Re- 
mainder of principals were Howard 
Watson, Karl Kronke and Raymond 
Marlowe, all okay, 

Singing chorus all locals, few 
voices among the bunch carrying 
the group nicely. Show ran until 
midnight opening night and can 
stand plenty of slashing. Bock. 


BLESSED EVENT 


San Francisco, May 25. 


Continuing his guest star policy, 
Henry Duffy has Reginald Denny 
for this comedy of a newspaper 
columnist. Picture player drew one 
of the best first night houses the 
Alcazar has had and looks to pull in 
some pleasant cash. 

Incidentaliy, it was at the Alcazar 
in 1915 that Denny made his stage 
bow playing a bit in ‘Cinderella 
Man’ with Richard Bennett. ‘Event’ 
is Denny’s first stage work in some 
years, and though he was a little 
nervous and often swallowed his 
lines, did a capable job as the col- 
umnist. 

Isabel Withers, vet Duffy standby, 
garnered plenty of the shows 
honors with her secretary role. 
Margaret Seddon as the columnist’ 
mother was another topnotcher. 
Balance of cast included Claudia 
Dell, James Burtis, Mitchell Harr!s, 
George Fox, Patsy Lee, James Sar- 
gent, Milton Wallace, Hooper Atch- 
ley, Ruth Matteson (okay as the 
vamp), Anne Forrest, Leonard 
Strong, George Guhl, Floyd Kane, 
Sydney Jarvis, Franklin Parker, 
Arthur Loft, Karl Hubel, Rollo 11x, 
Sol Cater, George Ball and Williar 
Augustin, Russell Fillmore did 4 
satisfactory job of directing. 
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London, May 30. 

‘Casanova,’ new Stoll musical at 
the Coliseum, is easily the most 
gtupendous spectacle ever shown 
here It makes ‘White Horse Inn,’ 
which it followed in after a run of 
just over a year, look insignificant. 
Everybody received it enthusiastic- 


ally. ; 

Scenery and costuming are mag- 
nificent, but the preponderance of 
Teutonic accents strikes a jarring 


Additional comedy would also 
the general effect. All of 
which is quibbling because the show 
looks good for a run of a year or 


more. 
Fernando Autori, in the title part, 


note. 


Covent Garden, dropped out after 
the first night performance. He was 
pretty generally regarded as mis- 
east. Arthur Fear, Welsh singer, 
will handle the part twice daily, un- 
til an alternate is found to take 
over the matinee performances. 
Novello Play in Doubt 


by Ivor Novello, was enthusiastically 
received by a _ sophisticated first- 
night audience at_the Strand. 
likely, though, that the protelarian 
ob will appreciate its subtlety. 
‘The Cheque Mate’ stars Ruby 
iller and Gerald Ping and is at 
e Kingsway. It’s a clever com- 
dy, excellently played and well re- 
feived. Reviews in the dailies were 
adverse, however, so piece is not 
likely to get a break. 


Marion Harris Back to 
Cafe After Revue Flop 


London, May 30, 

Marion Harris goes back into the 
Cafe de Paris June 6 for arun. She 
left to go into ‘Jackpot,’ flop mu- 
Bical. 

Miss Harris’ return means that 
Endor and Frarrell, who opened at 
the Cafe April 23 and were well 
liked, will have to switch over to 
the Cafe Anglais, owned by the 
game management. 





Gordon Show in July 


London, May 30. 

Hazzard Short sails June 4 on 
the Berengaria and upon his ar- 
rival in New York will begin re- 
hearsals of the new Max Gordon 
revue. 

Beatrice Lillie, Clifton Webb, 
Charles Butterworth, Patsy Kelly 
and Tamara Teva already have 
been engaged. Show is scheduled to 
open in Atlantic City early in July. 


‘Pirates’ in Cook Show 


London, May 30. 
‘Kitchen Pirates’ is the latest ad- 
dition to the new Joe Cook show 
for the Hippodrome. 
It’s an American adagio act that 
has done extremely well in 
don and on the Continent. 





Drama Twice Daily 


London, May 30. 
Irene Vanbrough opens June 6 at 
the Ambassador in a new play 
named ‘The Price of Wisdom.’ 
Piece announces a _ twice 
®hedule. 


daily 


ACTRESS WEDS PEER 
London, May 30. 

Constance Carpenter, actress, 
married Lord Hamilton, composer, 
on Saturday (28). 

Miss Carpenter is currently play- 
Ing the lead in ‘Dirty Work’ at the 
Aldwych. 


Kew Try-out for West End 
London, May 30. 

‘An Average Man’ which made its 
bow at the Kew theatre, has turned 
out to be a promising property. 

It is splendidly acted and looks 
likely to reach the West End. 
e£0tiations to that end have 
Initiated. 


been 





Free Lunch in Europe 


Brussels, May 21. 


Many OSBrussels cafes, suffering 
from depresh, are now advertising 
drinks at reduced prices and no 
Ups, 

Others are providing baskets of 


hot chips, dishes of cubes of cheese 
and plates of bis« : its wilt ¢ cof - 


‘ . , 
€ . t y * . 
see, beer or wine. 


who formerly was in grand opera at| 


‘Party,’ travesty on theatrical life | 


Un-|] 


Lon- | 


Ne- | 


‘Casanova Looks London Smash, 
~ Novello’s ‘Party’ Doubtful Entry 





CABARET ON GRIND 





| London Princess Inaugurates New 
Idea in Might Spots 

a to 

London, May 30. 
The Princess restaurant has been 


renamed the Prince’s Golden 
serie and reopens June 20 under the 


management of Bradbury Pratt with 
a novel policy. 
| Its cabaret show will be contin- 


> 


uous from 5 p. m. to 2 a. m., utiliz- 
ing two orchestras and 10 acts. 

Continuous idea is new to Eng- 
land for night spots, and is designed 
as a counter-draw against the Kit- 
leat club. 


BRITISH PEE 
~ BARS US. ACTS 


London, May 30. 
Command 


the King 


| ae 
| 


No ..merican is on the 
| Performance program for 
land Queen tonight, it is claimed, 
because of the travesty on their 
royal highnesses performed at the 
vaudeville Palace, New York, last 
|fall with Al Trahan (American) 
|playing the King. That Palace 


Bras- |} 





Stalwart Amatuers 





Paris, May 22. 
Comedie Francaise is getting 
talent from the heavyweight 
lifters’ athletic club. Four of 
its members taking the 
parts of gravediggers in 
t ‘Hamlet.’ 


are 
the 


ie new version of 


Sufficienuy beefy talent to 
fill the costumes could not be 
t nd elsewhere 











oenix Added 


| vaudeville 
| 


| burlesque was looked upon as lese| 


| majeste over here. It has not been 
| forgotten nor forgiven. 

For the same reason George Jes- 
isel now on this side will not at- 
i'tempt to produce his Broadway 
comedy dramatic stage hit of ‘The 
Jazz Singer. Jessel was with Tra- 
han in the Palace bill playing the 
royal laugh bit. 


Fred Astaire Likely 
For New Gordon Revue 


London, May 30. 
Fred Astaire arrived here Thurs- 
| day (26). Says that, despite local 
|}rumors, he won’t appear in a Lon- 
don production of ‘Band Wagon.’ 
What is likely, says Astaire, is 
that he’i! go into the new Max Gor- 
don revue in New York in August. 








Recruiting Little Show 
London, May 30. 
Dwight Wiman is here to look 
around. 
He's hunting some talent for the 
next (fourth) Little Show. 











o New London 


Vaude Revival 


London, May 30. 


Phoenix opened - its 


policy Thursday (26) 


with Dora Maughan 


Miss 


acting as 


hostess Maughan greeted 


prospective customers in the lobby 


with ‘Hello sucker’ and entertained 
them later by vocalizing while 
standing on a piano. 

Show itself is pretty fair enter- 


tainment and reveals two discover- 
ies, immediately negotiated for by 
Charles Gulliver for the Moss Em- 
pires vaude circuit. 

Coincident with the Phoenix 
opening, which is the third con- 
tinuous vaude proposition to get 
started here in the past few weeks, 
the Palladium abandoned its inten- 
tion of raising prices for the ‘Crazy 


Month.’ Idea is to have a month’s 
program of only standard low 
comics, but the management de- 


cided suddenly to let prices ride as 
at present. 

-alladium is none too comfort- 
able about all the competition it’s 
getting, and will have still another 
house to worry about shortly in 
the prospective switch of the Prince 
of Wales to the continuous vaude 
thing. 


Carl Rosa Songbirds 


Play a Payless Date | 


London, May 30. 

The Carl Rosa Opera Co. played 
a date at the Duke of York’s with 
the people going unpaid for the first 
time since the organization of the 
troupe 62 years ago. 

Money taken in was just enough 
to carry the orchestra and the the- 
atre staff. In spite of the default 
on salaries, the engagement will be 


| continued another fortnight. 





London § 


ow World 








London, May 21. 
Non-stop variety continues to be 
| the craze of London. Queues at the 
| Pavilion are the finest advertise- 
ment any branch of show business 
has had for years. 


has been revolutionized in a few 
months. A year back variety was a 
flopping concern, drawing a special- 
ized audience to an odd house or 
| two. 

The Moss circuit, 
pictures in a _ block, 
Non-stop variety has told a tale 
of bigger profits than films are 
making. Houses which were being 
| converted for sound, are now be- 
| ing renovated for non-stop variety. 





going over to 


| 
have halted. 


Feeling in the film trade is strong 





j}against the half-hearted Sunday 
opening bill as now advanced by 
lthe government. In handing the 


rabbit to the local authorities, there- 
by saving the votes of Parliamen- 
|tarians, the government did exactly 
what was expected of it. 
British-German Hook-up 
Gainsborough’s production link 
with Ufa in Germany will test the 
internationalization of English films. 
‘Happy Ever After,’ the first joint 
production, in work in the Berlin 
studios, a number of English 
troupers including Jack Hulbert 


Courtne Sonnie Hale 


CEES 


ul iane and 


‘ 
roing over. 

Eric Pommer is to 
pictures with a number of Eng- 


| 


The entire vaudeville field here | 


| 


lily building 


23), which gave golfers and sports- 
men generally the worst weather in 
years, brought a tremendous har- 
vest to most box offices in London. 
even the bad shows doing big busi- 
ness, 

The Pavilion, with its continuous 
variety came in for the greater por- 
tion of the publicity, but nearly 
every show played to a full house 
Monday night. 


Locals Rescue tiouse 


‘This Woman _ Business,’ 


Benn | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


continuous | 


| 


|; Samuelson 
| intends 
| Guignol 


Proletarian Kibitzers Make or 
Break Russian Plays; Not Crities 





FLOP REVUE AS TAB 


‘Jack Pot’ Cut to 90 Minutes and 


Booked for Lendon Pix Houses 
Londor A9 | Vv 

Lea! I t il¢é \ t 
cently flopped at the Prince o 
Wales as a re i s een pur 

ised L> kis I in ifter 
< rs i ‘ ed il 
pi t 
101d 

It will be played thrice daily on 
the Metropolitan Cinema _ circuit, 
starting June 6 at the Kilburn Em- 
pire. Principals will be the same 
as in the original stage version, | 
with the exception of Marion 
Harris. 


GRAND GUIGNOL SHOW 
ON GRIND IN LONDON 


London, 
York's the 
Sir Gordon C 
Sidney 
on a 


May 30. 


Duke of atre has been 


leased to raig, George 


and Burns. Trio 
to put 


sketches on a 


Grand 


series of 


continuous 


| policy. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


;}centage proposition, the promoters 
getting 75% of the gross and the 
theatre taking 25%. 

Intention is to open about the| 





Levy’s comedy, is in revival at the | 


Embassy for a fortnight. Slickly 


Deposit of $3,690 made by 
Craig, Samuelson & Burns on a per- 


was 


middle of June. 


U. S. Promotor Talks of 
Mexico Version Making 


Mexico City, May 25. 
Establishment of another picture 
production company is in the offing 


for these parts, announces Albert 
L. Godoy, director of the Albert 
St. Louis Productions, who is here 


from Hollywood to arrange for set- 
ting up a studio to produce talk- 
ers in Spanish and English. 


According to Godoy, his enter- 
prise has acquired picture rights 
to five stories which the company 


proposes to do in English and 
Spanish at local studio. 

When the enterprise will get into 
action, Godoy doesn’t say, but he 
hints that work will be started in 
the near future. 


South perm 


By H. HANSON 








Capetown, April 30, 
Business bad. 
Flu still holding 
here. 
John R. Goldwin'’s World's Fair 
and Carnival playing Johannesburg. 
Galli-Curci and her husband, 
Homer Samuels, sailed April 28 on 
the Ascanius for an Australian tour. 
African Consolidated Theatres 
carries a free list sheet of town 
councillors, fire masters, police 
chiefs, relations, friends, local pa- 
pers, with oversea papers ignored 
as considered being incapable of 
doing good or harm. 
Theatre Trust Loss 


a strong grip 


Income account of African Con- 
solidated up to Feb. 27, 1932, 
showed: Receipts—F rom shares, 
£1,000; equipment sold, £92; bank 
overdraft, £ 3,706. Payments — 
Equipment bought, £974; expendi- 
|ture Jess revenue, £3,823. Bank 
statement, Barclay’s Bank (debit), 
£3,793 18/6; Standard Bank (cred- 


produced, excellently trouped, no- 
tably by Edward Evennett and} 
Hugh E. Wright, the piece was 


warmly received and suggests good 
business. 

The Embassy, a Hempstead house 
with downtown standards, is stead- 
under the Adams 
regime. It was to have gone over to 
pictures last month. but a concerted 





| , 
| strongly in 


effort by Hampstead theatre fans | 
caved the heatre., 
Par’'s Own Trumpeter 
Roy Schieman, once press agent | 


} sjened by 


for Western 
Paramount to do their 


studio end. 


Electric here, has been | 


it), £87 14/3. 
14/7 


| Town resulted in: 
|}and Rhythm Boys; 


Debit balance, £3,706 
/ te 

A dance orchestra contest in Cape 
lst, Jonnny Mills 
2d, Alex Forbes 
Sowman’'s Or- 
committee 


Players; 3d, Norrie 
chestra. The judging 
considered the winning team on 
style. but the public vote was 
favor of Alex Forbes’ 
orchestra as topliners. 
30b (‘Bullet’) Myers, 

sional lightweight wrestling 


profe S- 


cham- 


| pion of the world, sailed April 28 on 


Idea, apparently, is that Para- 
mount must still have studio repre- 
sentation in all production depart- 
ments after their deal with British | 
& Dominions gives the English 
compar! a production sched- 
ule 

Advertising Cut 

st ne tis week (15) a& Cor 
siderable t in national advertising 
I ke London theatres is being 
pu nt effect 

I ary¢ r with the Carlton a a 
Piaz < gy the Plaza ever 

‘ nued on page 54) 


the Calgary for Canada, 
the only passenger on 
He intends 
a clean name 

Error appears in African 
report in issue March 29. heads 
country off gold standard and pub- 
J sho ila he 


gold standard and popu- 


and was 
steamer 


Had 


the 
visiting the States. 
here. 


South 


demand for return bs 


jar equest to wzo off. 


Film Legit Runs 
Melbourne, April 30. 

‘Shanghai Ek 

kexpected 


picture wi Stay at jeast Si3 LGeks 


xpress 


Carrols, 
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By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow May 

Theatre critics who sweat and 

a oO! ike leadlines ligt t 

se to ¢ Rus 

‘ ‘ es It R sia ei 

t ad ~ mst le reiy ind : 
Mines ad mills hustle to 1] 
pict S a t € ly = 

Ac ‘ 

Procedure is d i f } - 
where else in the worll. ‘ are 
a number of gala performances 


First comes one which goes Ly the 


tcnded 


by the immediate friends ane 


name of ‘papa-mamma, a‘ 


rela- 


tives of the actors and producers— 
a sort of preview for the farnily, 
with critics not invited. 

Thereafter omes the premiere. 
That, too, is not for the press. Gov- 
ernment officials, art connossieurs, 
theatrical hangers-on and the gen- 
eral public attend. It is the night, 


like opening nights clsewhere. 


Four or five days thereafter a 
special performance is put on for 
the press The theory is that by 
that time the show has been 


whipped into shape. Meanwhile the 


critics, some of whom may have 
been at the ‘papa-mamma’ special 
or at the opening, politely refrain 
|from saying anything about it in 
print. They wait for their own 


|; day, which is called ‘a social pre- 
| view.’ 

Even then, the review not 
| appear in the next morning’s paper. 
| No rush about it. About a week 
| later the ‘Izvestia’ may run a piece, 
straggling behind it by a few days 


does 





| may come a review in ‘Pravda.’ In 


| the course of two or three weeks 
most of the leading papers will have 
had their say. By that time the 
play may be a howling success or 
been howled off the boards. The 
critics had little to do with the 
result, whichever way it goes. 
Takes Lot of Knowing 
Before you critics rush for jobs 


in Moscow, however, equip yourself 
with a zood working knowledge of 
Marx, Lenin, Stalin and lesser 
apostles of the true faith. A slice 
of Hegel should be thrown in too, 
not to mention the latest pronun- 
ciamentos of the ZK of the KPB 
and a lot of other initials. 

Every respectable review of a 
show must approach the subject 
from a Marxian dialectic angle. 
The play under consideration is 
first judged as to its conformity or 
non-conformity with the basic 
tenets of the faith. In the political 
slang of this country that’s called 
the ‘ideological’ side. Only after 
Marx, Hegel and the rest of the 
holy ghosts are appeased can such 
minor matters as artistic merit, pro- 
duction, scenery, acting be given a 


thought. That can all be put into 
the last paragraph, however, and 
doesn't take much space. 

If the critics exclaim that the 


play is terrible considered purely as 
a play, nobody worries much. Lots 
of terrible plays are running for 


years despite critical indignation, 
as elsewhere in the world. But if 
the critics say that the piece is 


‘ideologically incorrect,’ then author, 
actors and producers can kiss it 
good-bye. It means the official axe 
and finis. 

The most feared critics here are 
not the professional ones but the 





amateurs. The fulminations of 
regular-line critics can be over- 
looked, but if a couple of factory 
hands from one of the Moscow 
plants take it into their head to 
|write in to the editor that such- 


| to proletarian 
| well 


| such 


and-such a not 


you 


play is acceptable 
taste, 1 might as 
prepare the funeral wreaths. 
It works the other way too. Leta 
factory meeting, for instance, pass 
a resolution praising a play and its 
fortune is made. Clever, politically- 
minded authors know how to obtain 
royal patents. 

This ideology business is a vicious 
circle. The author is scared 10 
death that his script is not 


ideologically kosher. The director 
} trembles for fear that his handling 
of the theme m: not be 100 ere 
cent ideological. The criti . no 
exceptior He may be accused of 
having violated the general ne of 
the Party in his critic } Ana 
even in Soviet tussia these ings 
mean one’s jol that is bread and 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


When newspaper men are entertained by picture and stage stars, 
who afterwards try to get the government to deduct these expenses from 
their income tax returns, here’s how it looks on the appeal papers: 

‘These deductions are for professional entertainment expenses for 
newspaper and magazine writers, critics, columnists, theatrical pro- 
ducers, managers, vaudeville agents, authors, directors, and other per- 
sons connected with the theatrical profession. Persons so entertained 
were in a position to be helpful and useful to petitioner in her profes- 
sional work as an actress, in the enhancement of her professional stand- 
ng and reputation and in the procurement of professional engagements.’ 

But Ucle Sam no understand, and disallowed this claim for $3,899. 

Because Loew couldn’t deliver its units to RKO, as agreed, for the 
week of July 2 at the New Boston, latter house will change from its pres- 
ent vaude policy by taking on a Fanchon & Marco unit that week. 
Loew’s will shove in after that date on a contract that calls for a four- 
week cancellations clause. 








With more than 200 in line late Saturday night the Actors’ Dinner 
Club paraded down Broadway from the Union Church on 48th street to 
its new quarters in the basemen of Loew’s State. The spot was once a 
cafeteria. The marchers carried dishes, kitchen utensils and some eat- 
ables. 

After theatre crowds rubbered and were amused by signs carried. One 
read: ‘No hams here except on the menu.’ Another: ‘To eat or not to 
eat, that is no longer the question. A base drummer was in the van 
with the praders using pot covers as cymbals. 

Concerts at the Lyceum, the proceeds of which have been devoted to 
the club which serves dinners free to indigent actors, while others pay 
50 cents, are over for the season, but the club will carry on during the 
summer. Eats were served Sunday night but the formal opening is 
Wednesday evening (1) when the event will be broadcast by WEAF. 
A number of prominent professionals are slated to talk. 





Some of the Broadway legit houses can be rented for what looks like 
small money. Understood houses like the Majestic and Imperial can be 
had over the summer at $500 for the four walls. In addition tenant must 
pay for stage crew, front of house, musicians if needed and all other 
employees-plus electric current. 

Last week there was talk of moving ‘Hot-Cha’ from the Ziegfeld to 
the Globe which is in receivership. Understood then that the four walls 
rent asked was $2,200. Then Zieggy decided to stay at his theatre. 
Globe receiver in court sought to have the rental fixed at $3,000 weekly. 

The Ziegfeld is operated by Ziegfeld under a lease from the Hearst 
interests with Arthur Brisbane interested. Reports are that Zieggy 
would like to get out of the lease which has about four years more to go. 
High rental appears to be the reason, with the manager claiming the 
carrying charges are $6,000 weekly when the house is dark and twice 
that amount when open. 





‘Heigh-Ho Everybody,’ which opened and closed last week at -the 
Fulton, was backed principally by Robert Hague, vice-president of the 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, who is one of the wealthiest members 
of the Lambs, Show lost about $35,000 what with production and try-out 
losses. 

William Gaxton also had a piece as did Joseph Santley, latter not 
investing, but playing a lead. Santley produced ‘Life Begins’ several 
months ago with Gaxton’s backing. 

‘Everybody’s’ critical panning caused closing notice. It was proposed 
to continue co-operatively, but house demanded $1,500 in advance for 
operating expense and deal flivved. 





Considerable mystery about the Erlanger lineup for next season. Ira 
Hards has been announced as a producer for the firm and Chester Erskin 
is generally believed set to do some plays for the concern, too, Erskin, 
however, about two months age came to an understanding with the 
Erlangers, began paying rent for his space in their offices and installed 
a private phone. He’s now on his own and not likely to work for com- 
pany to which he was under contract the last year without doing a play. 

Dillingham is also reported to have broken with Erlanger’s and Has- 
sard Short is definitely soloing again. 


Management of The Berkshire Playhouse, where a summer of reper- 
toire has been presented for several years by a company of Broadway 
‘names,’ is canvassing subscribers and dramatic critics within a 100-mile 
radius of Stockbridge, to ascertain whether they think it wise to open 
this year, in face of the depression. Canvass is being handled by Walter 
L. Clark, wealthy New Yorker and a summer resident of Stockbridge. 
If it is decided to operate, Raymond Strickland will again be director. 
The Playhouse was built as a community affair. 





‘Queer Cattle,’ British play produced at the Haymarket, London, last 
week, only lingered three days. MacGowan and Reed put the piece on 
with Basil Dean and had intended bringing it to New York as their first 
show next season. 

Uncertain now whether they'll try it on this side. 





Will Morrissey states that his production under the sponsorship of 
Alfred Cheney Johnson of Morrissey’s musical, ‘The Crooner,’ is off, 
but that Shuberts are going to do it in Aug. Shuberts were supposed 
to have 50% of the Johnson-Morrissey production and are ‘declared to 
have paid option money already. 

Morrissey proclaims his present up-to-the-sleeve proposish is a musical 
starring Ted Healy. It’s not set. ‘Crooner’ is by Morrissey, Gene Her- 


bert, John Hancock and Don Hartman. 
GIRLS AND BOYS | Tax Relief Promised 
Mexico, Ci..., May 25. 


(Continued from page 52) 
stenographer—the figures are new Depres ; - i 
. > epresh has hit local legit and 
but the spirit is sentimental, smell- Jace " : re 
ing of printer’s ink, all the same. burlesque houses so hard that civic 

government must cut theatre taxes 

to minimum or there will be gen- 


Success is moderate, though the 
eral closing, operators of stage the- 


sort of boys and girls the play is 
atres told municipal amusements de- 


about are sure to want to see it. 

On the whole, the first play on this 
partment which called a meeting of 
operators to ascertain what's the 


subject lacks the perspective and 

the courage to make it into a really 

good show, but it certainly is of the matter with the chow bis. 
Department was told that practi- 

cally all local playhouses are mort- 


‘pleasant play’ variety. 
gaged to the roofs and that biz is 
so bad many operators can’t even 














Memo—Re: Ideas 


A film man with what he believes 


to be a Pee “— — pay interest on these loans. 

sketch anc lackout ideas, but lack- onemen . : » 
ing the time and (confessed) ability Department promised to throw 
to write them up to the professional them a life belt in the form of 


level required for managerial consid- || 
eration, offers his share of a work- || 
ing agreement to a congenial partner || 
of unimpeachable (sic!) honesty who 


cutting taxes. 





Native-Made Big 


RIETY New York. slates Teenie Bloke,’ Australian talker, doing re- 


markable business for Hoyts. 





in ye yet eee et .~ yreting Melbourne, April 30. 
time and ability, will also be in pos- snsiness sate cok. dae a 
session of the necessary contacts for ispiete Gee k oo ogee ith 
marketing the completed material. || “**'©" > ver strong. us- 
Despite any tendency to fppancy, | | tling in the Dark,’ with John Junior 
This offer is both genuine and sin- | and Stapleton Kent, will follow 
cere, and anyone who is sufficiently |! ‘Barretts.’ Elle Shields and revue 
serious these days to take it as such, | | doing nicely. ‘The Sentimental 

| } 

| 

| 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 48) 


WB paid Howard Hughes $1,000 a week when she was on loan before 
Warners bought her contract from Hughes, 





A 10-year tangle over the story of Booth Tarkington’s play, ‘Magnolia,’ 
which appears to have borne a similarity to an unproduced picture 
scenario, will never get into the courts as a settlement is understood to 
have been arranged with William Nigh, picture director who claims the 
original idea. Settlement is a gentlemen’s agreement between Nigh and 
Lionel Barrymore, who is said to have been given a cut on the silent 
rights by Tarkington when the playwright sold the story to Famous 
Players-Lasky in 1923, Picture made at that time from it was called 
‘The Fighting Coward.’ It was made again with sound in 1929 as ‘The 
River of Romance.’ 

Nigh talked the story over with Barrymore in Hollywood over 10 years 
ago. Former prepared a script called ‘The Yellow Streak,’ but no pro- 
duction deal was ever arranged. Some time later Barrymore is sup- 
posed to have passed on the idea to Tarkington without recalling its 
inception. Tarkington lost on the legit production but when he sold the 
play for pictures he sent Barrymore a 10% check. 

Nigh, believing his idea was used in ‘The Fighting Coward,’ went to 
Tarkington to ask how come? Author informed Nigh he’d already paid 
off, although maybe to the wrong man. Nigh then went after Lionel 
Barrymore. Although complicated by possible claims against Tarkington 
and Paramount, Nigh elected to keep out of litigation and arranged 
things quietly on the basis of the original screen rights commission. 





New England, traditionally known as poor show country, and hard hit 
since the advent of economic adversity through closing of mills and 
factories, has supported the picture business through it all better than 
any part of the United States. 

A survey by the five major film companies, operating theatres in that 
territory, covering 52 weeks from June 1 last, reveals this, and at the 
same time shows that the poorest section during the year was the north- 
west (Minnesota, the Dakotas) and the central-western state of Missouri. 
New England only went bad during the last three weeks, ascribed to 
the Krueger & Toll bankruptcy. And Swedish bonds, 90% of which were 
sold in the New England territory, were floated from staid Boston, fondly 
regarded by New Englanders as their capital, 





Those interested in 16mm pictures, but not in the commercial rental 
of subjects, are remaining tepid toward the idea until there can be estab- 
lished an adequate library of talking films and the machines themselves 
are priced below $400. Have found it doesn’t pay to make special sub- 
jects, and so far producers are unwilling to go to the expense of trans- 
ferring to the smaller size. Sound on the small sized film suffers from 
loss of linear velocity on the track, and it does not pay to press phono- 
graph records. 

Warner Bros. is said to have, in the laboratory, an efficient device, 
but none of these machines are yet regarded as commercially profitable 
due to the times, 

Some litigation over studio property on the Coast idled along for 
years, when a new attorney took over the plaintiff's case and obtained 
a default judgment for $33,000. Other side wailed that no due notice had 
been given, and the plaintiff agreed to forget the judgment and try the 
case on merits. 

Before it came to trial the plaintiff’s chief witness died. Without his 
testimony on a complicated deal the case looked hopeless, and the new 
attorney offered to settle out of court for $2,500. Defense counsel tried 
to haggle, offering $1,750. Plaintiff, nettled, declared for trial anyhow, 
and won a decision. Other side now has to come through with $36,000. 








Appreciating the dearth of good story ideas in Hollywood, a pair of 
writers working at separate studios are pooling their plot hopes and 
thereby keeping their jobs. Boys get together and figure out an idea 
that will intrigue a studio boss. First one whose work begins to peter 
out suggests the new idea when he is called in to be laid off. If it works 
once it should work twice, they reason, so the second writer suggests the 
same idea to his boss when the last check is due. 

Two studios are now working on the same story, and have worked 
on other twin ideas suggested by the scribes. Picture cycles aren’t the 
fault of producers only. 





Peculiar twist in the sound men’s union demands for a minimum wage 
scale in Coast studios is that in many cases where the order has been 
accepted it has meant a slash in salary for some of the union members. 
Demands were made against the indepéndent producers and _ those 
majors not signatory to the basic agreement entered into several months 
ago between the larger companies and the various IATSE locals. 

In some cases the scale is being paid but under protest awaiting fur- 
ther negotiations. At other studios execs are unprotestingly living up 
to the letter of the order, with cases of workers getting smaller envelopes 
now than before, 





When Metro was unable to secure Reginald Mason back from Warners 
one day’s takes on ‘Without Shame’ had to be thrown out. In addition, 
production was held up two days waiting for the actor who had appeared 
in earlier scenes. Same day another player was substituted for Mason. 

Warners and Metro are in a hot race to have their respective picture 
versions of the Allen (Philadelphia) case released. When Warner an- 
nounced its ‘Two Against the World,’ now in production, Metro set ahead 
the starting date of ‘Without Shame.’ 





It develops that Herbert Marshall ought to drop a note of acknowledge- 
ment to Warren William for his part in the next Marlene Dietrich pic- 
ture at Paramount. 

Par was after William, who is under Warner contract, but the WB lot 
couldn’t spare him. Hence, P-P scurrying for a leading man for the 
German girl, picked Marshall and resulted in buying off of the New 
York show in which the actor and his wife were appearing, ‘Always 
Juliet.’ 





Although the American wire firms specify, in a ‘no preference’ clause, 
that there can be no partiality and that all shall benefit from price and 
invention, this state of impartiality is declared to be in effect only for 
U. S. rights. 

That is why, it is now revealed, Western Electric can meet competition 
abroad by reducing regular royalties from $500 to $300 per reel without 





taking a dime off Hollywood's tax. 





Radio execs are having trouble casting ‘13 Women.’ In the past two 
| weeks studio has been able to get no further than assigning Irene Dunne 
and Jill Esmond, both contractees. 
| Trouble is that the other parts are little more than bits. Studio 
wants names and is willing to pay, but the desired performers no like 
the walk-through parts. Sales department is yelling that with the male 
roles in the picture all minor, the femme names have to be strong. 

In cases where major companies use only one camera on a set, instead 
of a minimum of two as heretofore, concessions by the union call for 
three men to be employed at the tripod. This means elimination of only 
one man, as usual rule was for two men per camera. 

Under the solo setup first cameraman attends to the lighting, and sec- 





ond man is on camera proper. Third man is the assistant. 
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LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 53) 





week as usual, but the Carlton only 
gets a fortnightly break in altere 
nate papers,” thereby halving itg 
space allotment. 

The rates, about $20 an inch, are 
standard throughout most of the 
leading papers. 





‘Bow Bells, the John Murray 
Anderson show, is being withdrawn 
in a week. It was produced shortly 
after Christmas, following two de- 
which cost. the producer 
heavily. 

The show has made very little 
money. Its star list, Binnie Hale, 
Nelson Keys, Harriet Hoctor and 
Andre Randall, with Robert Hale in 
we made it expensive proposi- 
tion. 





William Henshall, theatre pro- 
ducer, fined $50 for producing a re- 
vue number in the province which 
had been banned by the Lord 
Chamberlain, 





Face Lifting 
The evils of face lifting are being 
strikingly apparent in the West End 
at the present time. The youthful 
and well preserved Marie Tempest 
at 68 has had her face lifted more 
than once. A striking contrast is 


Ellis Jeffreys for long leading 
grande dame on the West End 
stage. 


Suddenly at the age of 60 she has 
decided to have her face lifted, to 
the dismay of her erstwhile ad- 
mirers who, in her latest part in 
‘Queer Cattle,’ could hardly recog- 
nize her. Ellis Jeffreys has lost none 
of her snap and pep, however, and 
knows how to pur her lines. 





Inseparables 

Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy, 
vaudeville, were given to under- 
stand they would appear at special 
performance for King and Queen at 
the Palladium, May 30. But later 
it was suggested Caryll act as sort 
of compere for show, and not do 
his act with his wife-partner. 

Billy hated the idea of not being 
included in such special perform- 
ance, but said wherever he performs 
his wife performs with him. That is 
why Caryll and Mundy are not in 
the show. 





Didn’t Like Copying 

George Black, Val Parnell and 
Cissie Williams went to the London 
Pavilion, occupying a box. The 
next day they instructed Sherman- 
Fisher, who trains the girls both at 
the Palladium and Pavilion, to doa 
can-can number with the Palladium 
girls, as at the Pavilion. Fisher is 
doing the can-can, but has tendered 
his notice to the Palladium man- 
agement, 


London Scofflaws 


Some research fan has just dise 
covered it is illegal to dance in Lone 
don on Sunday. 

Every hotel and club carries none 
stop dance bands all the while. 





‘St. Scene’ in Sydney 


Sydney, April 30. 

Fullers got five weeks with ‘Pos- 
sessed.’ Hoyts’ Regent high with 
‘Husband's Holiday.’ ‘Street Scene’ 
made four weeks. 

In legit ‘Blue. Roses’ made out 
eight weeks. Roll’s revue will fold 
soon. Ella Shields will head new 
company. ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ comes in after 10 weeks in 
Melbourne. 




















When an ACCIDENT keeps you 
from work... 


Some of your friends will send 
you flowers. 


Some will write you letters. 
Some will call in person. 
Some will call you by phone. 


BUT—have you a friend who 
will send you a check? 


Yor further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance of Every 
Description 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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Seek Purchaser 
Unless a quick purchaser can be 
found for Cape & Ballou, this book 
publishing house will be liquidated. 
D. A. Young, acting for the Irving 
Trust Co., the receivers, is now pre- 
siding over the Cape & Ballou 
offices and placing valuation on the 
eoncern’s various properties, which 
run mostly to contracts with scrib- 
blers and stocks of books published 
by the concern. 
Demise of Cape & 
the end of the 
Cape, British publisher, to 
establish an American 
Cape’s first try was with 


Ballou 


efforts of 


marks 
Jonathan 
book 

branch. 
Harrison 





| 


| 


Smith an Jonathan Cape & Harri- 
son Smith. Smith abruptly with- 
drew a few months ago to form his | 
own concern, whereupon Cape 
formed an alliance with Robert O. | 
Ballou. Firm had difficulty in get- 
ting going again after Smith’s de- 
parture, ultimately going into the 


hands of a receiver. 

Cape has gone back to London 
and Ballou is out, too, going over to 
Brewer, Warren & Putman in an 
editorial capacity. Leaves Cape & 
Ballou without either Cape or Bal- 
lou, but with a receiver. 

Putnam Handling Crosby 

Anent the extended publishing 
activities of Percy Crosby, the car- 
toonist and ‘Skippy’ creator, he has 
effected a deal with Putnam by 
which that house will distribute for 
him. First of the Crosby works to 
come under this arrangement is 
‘Patriotism,’ in which Crosby again 
comments on current topics. 

In the case of his first book, ‘A 
Cartoonist’s Philosophy,’ Crosby 
was forced into publishing on his 
own because, as he admitted, none 
of the regulation publishers would 
take the book due to its controver- 
sial matter. 

A costly exploitation campaign, 
including prize contests and other 
stunts, put the book across. 
Whether the high powered methods 


will be employed by Putnam for 
‘Patriotism’ is not disclosed. 
B. O. Veteran 
W. H. (Bill) Leverton, who has 


officiated for the past 50 years at 
the box office of the London Hay- 
market, has published, through T. 
Werner Laurie, Ltd., a volume of 
his reminiscences with some assist- 
ance from J. B. Booth, of the old 
‘Pink ’Un’ crowd. Of greater mo- 
ment to the English than _ the 
Mmerican reader, the chapters still 
eontain much that is of interest on 
this side, since the author has made 
no heavy handed effort to be his- 
torical, but contents himself with 
chatty stories of the leacing British 
players of the last half century with 
some odd slants on the things which 
happen in the lobby. 

Dean of the London ticket shuf- 
flers, no one is better qualified to 
speak of this subject from a view- 
point sufficiently close to be ac- 
curate and just remote enough to 
permit perspective. 





10c Reprints 

New low price for book length 
reprints is that for volumes issued 
by a new publishing organization 
called Continental Books. Price is 
10 cents and will buy novels by 
name scribblers. 

Continental Books are not limited 
to any single outlet but are being 


sold in most of the chain stores 
and independent retail establish- 
ments.. Fixed 10 cent price enables 


the books to go into Woolworth’s. 
The reprints are attractively gotten 
up and are being offered in com- 
petition to the $1 reprints. 

Reprint rights for the Continental 
Books are said to be on an outright 
buy, similar to the method employed 
by Street & Smith for its Chelsea 
House books. V/illiam Duyer heads 
the Continental concern. 


Mrs. F. Scott’s Novel 
Writing of “Save Me the Waltz,’ 
the first’novel by Zelda Fitzgerald, 
wsa accomplished under great diffi- 
culties. Mrs. Fitzgerald, the wife of 


F. Scott Fitzgerald, has been a semi- | 


invalid for the past two years or 


| 


| 








‘Magnolia Street’ ($2.50) .... 
‘District Nurse’ ($2.00) 
‘Good Earth’ ($2.50) .... 
‘A Modern Hero’ ($2.50) 
‘State Fair’ ($2.50) 


@eteeeees eeee 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending May 28, as reported by The American 
News Company. 

Fiction 

é se eecceccceeseseseses by Louis Golding 

‘Maids and Mistresses’ ($2.50) ..........By Beatrice Kean Seymour 

Coeevccccscccccesecsseess- by Faith Baldwin 


Non-Fiction 


ceocceseccccces+- bY Pearl S. Buck 
eecesesseses- by Louis Bromfield 
eecccscccesccccsecesesby Phil Stong 
Sing ($3.00) ......By L. E. Lawes 


‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ....... «e«---By Grand Duke Alexander 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) ....... eeeeeseees-By John Truslow Adams 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) ......cecs eoveseee DY Frederick Lewis Allen 
‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) .....cccccccccccceeee BY Clarence Darrow 
‘A Fortune to Share’ ($1.50) ... eecccccccvccesees by Vash Young 








more with entire novel written from 
bed. 

Long sojourn of the 
abroad was in an attempt to regain 
for Mrs. Fitzgerald her health. The 
couple lately returned to this coun- 
try that she might receive special- 
ized treatment. 

Although Mrs. Fitzgerald has 
written a novel during the period of 
illness, F. Scott hasn't turned 
out a book length work in that 
The Fitzgerald pieces have 
short ones, published in the ‘Sateve- 
post’ and other mags. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald has written a 
couple of short stories in the past, 


her 


been 





some of them in collaboration with 
her husband. Her novel will be 
published soon. 

Reviving ‘Police Gazette’ 


‘The Police Gazette, which passed 
out through a bankruptcy proceed- 
ing, will be revived shortly. Good 
will and subscription list of the mag 
was purehased at an auction sale 
last week by David M. Schwartz, an 
attorney. Price paid reported at 
$545. 

Schwartz, speaking on behalf of 
the party for whom he purchased 
the mag’s assets, declared the pub- 
lication would be revived but is not 
ready to disclose by whom or when. 





Hearst Execs on Coast 

E. B. Hatrick and Richard Berlin, 
general manager of International 
Magazine Co. are in Los Angeles 
for conference with Hearst. Hat- 
rick’s visit is in connection with 
Hearst newspaper matters while 
3erlin is head of Hearst's magazine 
companies. 

Hatrick will remain about three 
weeks. Berlin’s stay will be shorter. 


Adj. Gen’l’s Effort 


A book titled ‘Between the Big 
Parades,’ written by Adjutant Gen- 
eral Franklin W. Ward, who served 
with New York’s 27th Div. in the 
war, will hit the market July 1. 

Published by J. B. Lyon Co., up- 
state (N. Y.) commercial printing 
house. 





Ben Washer’s Break 

Ben Washer, who 
switched from the N. Y. ‘World- 
Telegram’ to the ‘Morning Tele- 
graph,’ has been assigned by the 
latter daily to Europe. He will cover 
theatricals in the Continental capi- 


recently 





tals, 


Idea is that Broadway's summer 


|looms particularly slow and brighter 


news is expected from overseas. 
Washer will be gone eight weeks. 





Scenarist’s Prose 
F. Hugh Herbert, writing for 
Metro, has authored a book of prose 
verse to be released June 15. 
David Graham Fischer publishing. 


In Two Tongues 
A new Jewish-American weekly, 





first to use both English and Yid- 
| dish text, is to make its appearance 
;soon. Sponsor is Dr. Israel Elfen- 
| bein who will call his publication, 
|*‘The Voice of the People.’ 


Weekly will be in newspaper tab | 


form and will go in largely for the 
arts and other cultural subjects. Dr 


Elfenbein will edit. 


Fitzgeralds | 
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“IN THE MONEY” 


10 EAST 49TH STREET 





B 
Paramount ‘*iunder Cover Man’”’ John Wilstach 


His New Originals Ready for 
the Picture Market: 


AGENTS 
CURTIS BROWN, Ltd. 


“THE DARLING DECOY” 


NEW YORK CITY 
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‘Bundle Shop’ Tea 


Advisory Poard of the Authors’ 


League has arranged a ‘bundle tea’ | 


for June 2 at the home of Margaret 
Widemer, novelist and poet, as a 
means of securing additional 
tributions to the League's 
Shop. Money raised from 
of contributed articles is 
aid indigent scribblers. 


con- 
3undle 
the sale 
used to 
The 
as never had so many ap- 
peals for aid as at present. 
of honor at the tea will be 
Hendrik Willem Van Loon, who will 
speak. Admission is 50 cents and 
a bundle. 


Guest 


French Fan Mag 

French fan magazine, ‘Le Film,’ 
will shortly come out with its first 
issue. It will be issued in Paris by 
Jules Tallandier, book publisher 
who has been making novelized ver- 
sions of films. Jacques Lorry will 
be Hollywood correspondent. 





Al Martin’s ‘Jail Bait’ 

‘Jail Bait,’ book by Al Martin, 
who wrote ‘Dog Gone Hollywood,’ 
comes out June 6. 

David Graham Fischer publishing. 





Grannis Inside 
Bob Grannis is basing a novel on 
his experience as a columnist on 
the New York ‘Graphic’ for eight 
years. It’s inside stuff on tabloid 
journalism, 





Loophole Censorship 

Three of the drawings for Peter 
Arno’s newest album of cartoons 
were regarded as too strong for in- 
clusion in the book. 

Publishers had them printed on 
single sheets and enclosed them in 
envelopes that are given out with 
each book sale, 





Quite a Title 
‘Two Living and One Dead,’ best 
seller novel by Sigurd Christiansen, 
has been bought by Chester Erskin, 
with United Artists understood in- 
terested. Undecided yet who will 
make the play adaptation. 


Winchell Active 
Walter Winchell resumes his col- 


umn in the New York ‘Mirror’ on 
Wednesday (1). It means that Paul 
Yawitz will revert to doing the 
Sunday column only. 

Winchell also returns to _ his 
broadcasting about mid-June, but 


|on a once-weekly basis. 





A Coast Phoney 

Phoney magazine writer who was 
able to act the part with a smart 
routine, got by studio publicity 
portals on the Coast and even fooled 
the Hays office. He had interviewed 
several players, and even written 
the interviews to impress the p.a.’s, 
when the cops tipped off publicity 
men that he was a writer but only 
Scribbler scrammed 
before police could collar him. 


Check artist used a supposed 
connection with the ‘New Yorker’ 
to get an ‘in’, Lad also tried to 


|}rent a house for apples by claiming 


he was a representative of NBC, 


Frank Reilly Suicide 

Frank Kennicott Reilly, 69, presi- 
dent of the publishing firm of Reilly 

and Lee, committed suicide in his 

Chicago apartment May 25. 
oner’s verdict gave heart 


Cor- 


trouble 


|as the incentive. 


Reilly left a note indicating his 


| ‘ , ° e . 
action but giving no reason He is 


survived by 


| 
| 
| 


fevening ‘American,’ 


the widow. 
Art and Camera 


Art and photo departments of the 


the 


two Hearst dailies in Chicago, 
Herald-Examiner’ and the 


have been 


morning 
com- 
bined, 


Harry Coleman remains in charge 


of the entire merge, Jimmy Shenoha 
heads the art division and Merwin 
Brenton oversees the photo group 





Chatter 
James Montgomery Flagg as a 
poet. 
Despite lessening demand § for 


mystery tales, Dutten 
a number of H. C., 

Max Wild faced a firing 
three times during the war. 


will reprint 
3ailey’s old ‘uns. 


squad 


Putnam will wait for the Seabury 





all day they want to be entertaine@ 
simply and without frills, 


Every showboat actor will tell 
;you that old mortgage gag still 
works and will never grow old 


jing on the 


j 
} 


}quiz to end to issue its ‘The Inso- 
lence of Office.’ 
Eleanor Mercein Kelly sailing to- 
day (Tuesday). 
{ Mrs. Belloc Lowndes is a sister of 
Hilaire Belloc 
If Elizabeth Carfrae can write a 
play utilizing Basil Rathbone, Les 
lie Howard, Helen Hayes and Jane 
Cowl in a single cast, she will quit 
Susat Glaspell vill spend the 
summer at her place near Province- 
; town. 
| Does the N. Y. ‘Times’ sell its re- 
view books to staff members, even 
|} though at cut prices? 
Essandess continues as Ogden | 
Nash is} 


an exec of Farrar & Rinehart. 

Juana ‘Prairie 
is pretty h autobiog. 
failing to 


one of the downtown shops will take 


| Nash’s publisher, although 
| 

| Foust’s Chronicle’ 
mu¢ 


| Bookselling improve, 
| 


| anything offered for any of its books 
lon hand. 
T. S. Stribling will have his sec- 
1/ond book out soon. 

Rhymesters gathering about 


anyta Clivette again. 

| Elizabeth Sage Holter 
London. She will join 
English Weekly.’ 

Clarence Muse, 
player, trying to place his first 
novel, ‘*Way Down South.’ David 
Arlen helped with the writing. 

Book League's choice for July is 
Helen Grace Carlisle’s ‘We Begin.’ 
Mrs. Carlisle wrote the book abroad. 

Carl Van Doren gets a radio in- 
terview by Thomas L. Stix June 27. 

Stuart Chase still writes about 
money, despite the lack of it. 

S. J. Perelman going abroad with 
the missus, and Liveright expects a 
new book for the fall. 

Not a thing about the scribbling 
business not known to Achmed Ab- 
dullah. 

Lillian Day was on the 
when it pulled out 

Morris Markey 


The New 


the colored film 


‘Lafayette’ 
last week. 
will pick up a 


American mags. 

Sonia Linoff won't do a bock on 
Russia, although she lived there un- 
til she was 25. 

Jimmy Kirkland will spend the 
$500 advance he collected for his 
new play on the Paris places. 

With John Howard Lawson back 
in New York, the John Reed Club 
has taken on a new lease of life. 

Rita Weiman taking in most of 
the literary gatherings. 


The advance letters on Morrie 
Ryskind’s ‘Wintergreen Diary’ are 
clever. 


Dodd, Mead taking over the Rob- 
ert Service poetry output. 

Isaac Marcosson sailed to pick up 
a new series for the ‘Satevepost.’ 

Charles Yale Harrison getting to 
look like Christopher Morley, or 
vice versa. 


Harry Stewart has started his 
first novel. 

Sale of ‘The Good Earth’ has 
passed the 500,000 mark. 

Sinclair Lewis back with a new 
novel. 

Arthur Brisbane on an advertis- 


ing plug tour. 

John H. Kelly, editor of the Sioux 
City ‘Trib,’ recalled from a news- 
paper publishers’ conference’ in 
Washington through illness of his 
eight-year-old daughter. 

William Doudna, of the Wiscon- 
sin ‘State Journal,’ Madison, was 
elected secretary of the National 





couple of European articles for the | 


Ju- | 


bound for | 





| 





| 





Radio Editors’ Association at the 
yearly meeting in Chicago. Same 
gathering named Ulmer Turner, 
Chi ‘Herald and Examiner,’ to the 
board of directors. 
. me ’ 
Dixie Farmers 
(Continued from page 1) 
out. The boys and girls who make| 


up a cast on one of these boats play- 
ing stock able to take it. 
It’s up in the morning early for the 
men to the boat. One 
man, for instance, goes down to the 
engine room and another goes to the 
pilot man the wheel. 

The villain still lives in the plays 
staged by these stock companies. He 


must he 


see about 


room to 


wears a mustache and slaps the 
heroine for a loop of doughnuts 
when she doesn't give him that kiss 
Then the hero ups and knocks the 
villain for a row of ten pins and the 
audience foes crazy, 
These country folks dont want 
(Green Pastures’ and ‘Strange In- 
, terjudes After plowing in the field 





dition to finding liquor it 
| that public 


at Lake 


When the hero rushes on the stage 
with the money to pay off the morte 
gage just as the villain is foreclose 
farm, the crowd raises 
the leaky roof off the showboat. 
The boats pull out of winter quare 


ters in the early summer shortly 
'after spring planting is~rompleted 
and farmers have idle time until the 
crops get started They manage to 
pull through until cotton picking 
time, which is the most profitable 
of all It is then that the farmers 
have money to spend 

Most of the showboats on the 
rivers are clean and operated leane- 
ly A lady alone at night is just as 
sate as in an ordinary theatre, and 
the same can be said for a gent’s 
| pocketbook. There are one or two 
exceptions, of course, one of these 
being recalled from last season. A 
boat was parked at Decatur, Ala,, 
and was raided by the feds. In ad- 


was found 
gambling was carried on, 
number of long curious 
were also seized. The prohi 
boys have yet to find out why these 
knives the boat. Another 
show boat was raided not so long ago 
Charles, La., and the offie 
cials of the boat charged with vioe 
lating the Volstead law. 

Instead of going into the burgs 
and parading down main streets the 
showboat of today is adopting cir- 
cus methods. Usually they have an 
advance man who travels ahead ar- 
ranging advertising and ete. 

In the larger cities such as Nashe 


A large 


knives 


were on 


ville it’s just a novelty, but the 
boat steaming down the river with 
|calliope bellowing still goes, 
STANLEY, J. C. 
(Continued from page 38) 
to whom French postal cards are 
tame sights. Playing the part ina 
droll, languid manner, she draws 
from her lines the majority of 
laughs the material affords. And 


there are some honeys, with no ap- 
parent attempt made to soften them 
up. 


Others from the original cast are 


Robert Leonard and Annette Hoff- 
man (as the Yiddish tourists), 
Larry Jason, their son; Manart 


Kippen (duke) and George Mavis 
(headwaiter) in addition to Del Val, 

The Broadway juve, James Mar- 
shall, does the Lester Crawford plot 
part, while Dick Lane carries off 
valiantly the Billy Gaxton assign- 
ment. Kay McKaye, girl on the ro- 
mantie interest build-up, substitutes 
for the original's Genevieve Tobin, 

Altogether, tab’s company is an 
agreeably effective combination, 
playing the musica) comedy story 
smoothly and competently. Lester 
Clark and Mary Barnett shine as a 
team, working song and dance num- 
bers mostly. They lead the hit song 
number, ‘You’ve Got That Thing,’ 
for a strong reaction. 

Dick Lane figures in other num- 
bers, mainly with Miss McKaye, the 
two lending that part of their as- 
signment a highly pleasing touch, 

Lane has a fine conception of the 
demands of the Gaxton part, going 
without funds on a bet that he can't 
win the girl without them, building 
up his lines and pantomime en- 


, deayors into moderately rich flavor. 


Marshall, as his pal, though not 
having opportunities nearly as big, 
does his share very ably. 

Chorus totals a swell-looking en- 
semble of 32 girls and a group of 11 
boys. They perform numbers speed- 
ily and with a very definite punch. 
Excellent costumes set their work 
off for the eye. 

Throughout, the tad is as lavishly 
costumed and designed as that of 
any Broadway show. Colorful cos- 
tume array leading up the finale, 
with ingenious lighting changing 
the hue of the costumes, is class to 
the teeth. 

Show is in two parts. Lynne Dore 
doubles in one during the change, 
doing ‘Minnie the Moocher’ in a 
punchy manner, building it up with 
plenty of lyrics a.d song-selling 
showmanship. 

First scene of the tabloid, where 
basis of the story is set, is in- 
clined to be a Hitle slow, but from 
here on the musical builds hand- 
somely, comedy increasing in punch 
along with song and dance routines, 

If picture houses demand the run- 
ning time of 73 minutes be chopped 
down, this no doubt can be done 
without interfering with the smooth 


development of the musical’s plot 
side. 

Along with tab, ‘Rich Are Always 
With Us’ (FN) on the screen. 

This is a very large house, longer 
than wide, and to some extent 
places the tab at a handicap on its 
talk Acoustics which are not as 
good as in some other de luxers, 


made it apparent at times that last- 


rowites were missing some of the 


| Jines 


Business re ported rood dur ing the 


day and considerably hetter than 
average at the last show tonight 
(Wednesday). Cail, 
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Chrysler May Drop Ziegsy 


Report Agency Thinks Radio Doing Producer 
More Good Than Advertiser 











Ziegfeld’s return to the radio, at Okay for Ukes 
least on behalf of Chrysler, is re- 
garded as doubtful when the Z-( The NBC is securing club 
tontract expires shortly. and other bookings again for 
Reason is said to be Chrysler's the NBC South Sea Islanders, 
advertising agency's belief that the one of the oldest uke combos 
ether ballyhoo has done more for on the air. 
Zieggy than for the motor firm. The Hawaiian Massie mess 
Thought is that the publicity and created a hiatus in the S. S. I.’s 
everything about the program has professional activities. 
exploited the impresario and eclipsed 








the commercial sponsor, actually to 
its detriment. 
This attitude by the radio adver- 


tisers is not particularly new. It 


NAB PLANS LINE-TAX 


has been heretofore contended that 

some of the personalities become so 

big they outshine the very thing 

that serves as the reason for the Chicago, May 30. 

ether advertising. Ways and means of combating | 
But the Zieggy-Chrysler thing is|the proposed federal tax on te ae 

recarded as unusually significant in}phone lines used by radio were 

that in the few weeks that hour has|formulated at a meeting of the 


board of directors of the National 





been on the air over CBS it jumped 

into first rank prominence. Association of Broadcasters here 
last week. NAB officers ulso talked 
over the station copyright fee 

AIR GETTING EX-VAUDE question preliminary to the _ get- 
together with a ASCAP’s reps this 
week in New York. 


WRITERS ON REBOUND 


The vaudeville author who turned 


Principal argument voiced against 
the line tax now up before a sen- 
ate committee was that the added 


FIGHT IN CHI MEETING 


KPO’S WOE 


$577,000 Loss 
NBC Shift? 


Claims Since ’22— 


San Francisco, May 39. 

J. W. Laughlin, manager of KPO, 
is in Washington, D. C., where he 
will tell the Federal Radio Comrnis- 
sion KPO has lost $577,000 for its 
owners Hale Bros. and the ‘Chron- 
icle’ since 1922. 

Laughlin will tell 
effort to persuade the 
to permit shifting of 
to NBC, currently operating 
station as a unit of its 
western network. 

Hale Bros. and the 
are willing to turn the station over 
to NBC for the amount they have 
dropped in past 10 years. Since 
operating the KPO network, NBC 


second 


‘Chronicle’ 


has spent considerable money on | 
the unit which at the present time 
has only one  Coast-originating | 


sponsored program over its entire 
group of stations, that a quarter 
hour once weekly. 








THEY'RE IN THE 
RADIO BIZ, 
T00 


| These 


costs of carrying pickup sustain- 

to gagging for the films in the pastling programs would eventually Chicago, May 30. 
is now knee deep in ether waves 4s | gjiminate the broadcisting of com- Radic’s latest cycle parallel to 
the new salvation for the dialogi-| munity events such as sports and|the picture business is the entry 
cian. Any number of comedy script-| church services. Station operators!of the advertiser's banker in his 
ers are now mixed up in radio. also claimed that it was unfair to | program production activities. 

Ed Preble receives $350 a week |jevy their business and at the same | Bankers in the midwest who are 
from Ed Wynn for his weekly chat-|time exempt newspapers from the |inclined to lend a helping financial 
ter for the Texaco hour. Harry W.|jine charge. hand for advertising purposes make 


Conn.. Carroll Carroll, now with the 
J. Walter Thompson ady. agency; 
Eugene Conrad and Al Boasberg 


NAB directors decided on St. 
Louis as the next spot for the as- 
sociation’s convention, Nov. 14, 15 


service Burns and Allen. Andy Rice |and 16. Meeting here voted in 41 
is contributing to Jack Pearl. new members, which included 

William K. Wells, Joe Laurie, Jr..;KDKA, Pittsburgh, owned by 
Darby Aaronsen, Lew Brown, et al.,| Westinghouse. Latter’s policy had 
are others. previously been against allying it- 








self with any trade association. 





Maxwell’s Double Switch | 


Maxwell House Coffee's return to 
NBC after two months on CBS is 


Amer. Razor’s New Plug 
On Sullivan Broadcasts 


definite. Account switches networks 
July 1, same day that it switches American Safety Razor starts its 
from the Erwin-Wasey agency, to| new series of CBS broadcasts with 


Benton & Bowles. 

Will keep the same program as 
on CBS, Lanny Ross and Don Voor- 
hees’ orchestra. 


ee SS 
LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 


COAST-TO-COAST 


WABC 


Ed Sullivan on June 5. This time 
the account will exploit the Gem 
razor instead of Eveready, as it is 
currently doing with Jack Denny‘s 
orchestra and Belle Baker. 

American Safety is the holding 
corporation for both companies, but 
each is exploited individually. 

Denny will remain with the new 
series. Sullivan, as previously re- 
ported, will feature stage, screen 
and sports ‘guests’ 
cast. His opening line-up consists 
of Georges Carpentier, Irving Berlin 
and Sam Harris, 


TANGEE THRU WLW 
Chicago, May 30. 
WLW, Cincinnati, will furnish the 
entertainment for the ‘Tangee Mu- 
sical Dreams’ program over NBC 


starting June 7. G. W. Lust com- 

























































































pany, cosmetic confector, is behind 
this one. 
~ — — ———— Session, scheduled for the basic C L 
blue link two mornings a week, will st etouts 
DON carry a studio unit under Bill 
Stoess, Ralph Simpson, warbler 
2 ’ , ™ ation P 
PEDRO and Walter Maher in dramatic in- —— _. mae oo May ht 
Now En Tour for carte : I , § a ) for neac - 
oMMAWAW Sere} work stipulates a minimum of 13 
KENNAWAY, INC. . . : ters, KGO and KPO. Happened just 
64 W. Randolph St., weeks. a 7 
Chicago ; before Don Gilman, v. p., and J. W. 
COFFEE CO0.’S MUSIC Laughlin, KPO manager, headed for 
“" : New York. 
aawieen a G. Ww ashington Coffee will finish Out of KGO are Mahlon Merrick. 
pws aig eae Holmes series Of PrO-| orchestra director there for two 
PAIGE - gee 23 and will remain On| years, and three of the production 
Musical Director and Iw " - network three times @/ gent, Earl Hodgins, Monroe Upton 
> *¢ > > 
Program Manager poo pea new = . ¢1 j;and Stanley MacLewee. Upton re- 
KHJ, Los Angeles || ees ae conesdays tej turns to his old stand, KFRC. Sev- 
coffee account will feature Graham! 
Don Lee rapsabe | eral office employes also got blue 
Columbia Metwok Harris and a concert orchestra, on | »nvelopes. 
| Thursdays Billy Artz and a dance : 
|band will be used KPO has abandoned the im- 
; New series prevails for 14 weeks, angel phy! a rig. “gy 
AL j}after which the coffee account re- rng haem ~ pen ~ age a 
oops lturns to ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ job Bence, and eight staff people 
W | Se ee PS 
MacPherson’s Air Idea ’ . 
TOP O’ THE | Nashville, May 30. Fund s Radio Idea 
MORNING Joseph MacPherson, the Nashville Chicago, May 39. 
ey .., | basso who went from this city to Taking a tip from the profitable] 
{the Metropolitan Opera company,| WLS weekly radio barndance at the| 
—— ——|Plans to turn to radio. |Eighth St. theatre, the loval Milk} 
He was among the 28 singers Fund may go for the sar ide 
C » OTE = PY . ay & o same idea. 
a MPnn, tits dropped from the Met roster, Plan is to take a loop legit spot 





EYMOUPWDY 


Drop Harriet Lee 
Edgeworth drops Harriet 
from its NBC prcadcasts 

and switches to ‘nother style. 
New programs will be called 
‘Corn Cob Pipe Club Barn Dance.’ 


Lee 
June 15 


ORCHEST 





on each broad - | 





| week, while 
| penses. 





| , A - 
}son radio show at 25c. and 5de., 


the intrusion of this same hand in | 


the borrower's ether affairs a 
dition of the loan. 

Willingness of the money trading 
fraternity to shell it out for mer- 
chandise advertising indicates a 
new trend between the latter and 
the manufacturing business. Ten- 
dency until recently had been to 
refuse to give aid to the manu- | 
facturer unless it was secured by 
certified orders. 

Common procedure among the 
lending coterie when approached 
for the thing that it takes to bank- 
roll a ballyhoo campaign is to in- 
vestigate the applicant’s business 
status and the possibilities of his 
product and then.ask for a detailed 
layout of the type of advertising 
the borrower has in mind. In prac- 
tically all instances the submitted 
campaign includes an appropriation 
for radio, and invariably the banker 
singles out this phase upon which 
to pass expert opinion. 

Frequently he’s found sitting in 
on auditions, giving his advice on 
the selection of talent and the 
makeup of a program and watch- 
ing its progress on the air. Out- 
standing case in point involves a 
food account on NBC, in which the 
commercial’s banker helped start 
the program on its local station 
career and impressed by his own 
success as a showman put up some 
more wherewithal to give it chain 
release. 


con- 











for one night weekly for an in-per- 
kid 
and adult prices, 
The producer will draw 
salary for setting the show each 


the Fund pays the ex- 


his tale in an| 
commission | 
KPO’s license | 
the | 





two shows nightly. | 
a str: aight | contract : 





and is a w. k. 


utes, 
the actor wouldn’t do. 
authoritative verdict than that of 





Under the guise that they may 
artists are besieged by 
conventions and meetings. 
the artists and ask them to 
commercial execs will be there 
In the majority of instances, 





his ‘Playgoers’ Hour’ 
lieves that he holds a record for 
4,100,000. 


Nowell talks three times a week on the current drama. 
15 minute period in 1929 over KNX, Los Angeles, 
broadcasting 


and more recently has been 


broadcasts, NBC, 
sees fit, and the Pond reps, 
vous each broadcast worrying 


is not rehearsed in advance. 


Foodtown Pops ‘Pirate Club’ 


are for salesmen 


Funnyboners, a CBS act, 
through Paddy Schwartz, agent. 
Burbig isn’t under 
vaude, 
and Burbig turned the act over 


arafting proclivities of some far 
| of boi 


cold, 


receive commercial engagements, radio 
requests to make gratis appearances at various 
Companies holding the 
entertain. 


Counting the words he has delivered over 
more than three years ago, 
words on one continuous 


Leo Reisman’s announcements con 
are extemporaneous. 
sitting in the control 
over 
It’s one of the few programs on the air for which a complete continuity 


Though set to go on the Columbia 
program, 
|} some 44 dises on two of the episodes. 

on special 
| throughout the midwest and eastern territory. 


so that he could play with the 
to Schwartz, 


rowing inoney from artists, and, 
on well paying programs, while letting other 
resulted in the dismissal of one of these bosses last week. 
incidents of the kind are expected to follow. 


west station execs, 


as 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


A secretary to an audition head, a young girl, is frequently given au- 
thority to pass judgment at tryouts. 
with her, and are turned down, rave for days thereafter. 

Recently a standard vaude performer, who has also worked in films 
figure in the profession, gave an audition before the gir] 
after she stated that her boss was too busy. 
but the young lady never cracked a smile. 
Maybe she’s right, 





Acts who have come in contact 


The comic did seven mine 
At the finish she said 
but the actor wants a more 


a secretary. 


conventions phone 


They tell the performers that 


and may decide to use them on the air. 
of course, 
gratis. Microphoners are getting wise and are refusing. 


it’s just a gxg to get radio acts 


the radio since he started 
Wedgwood Nowell bee 
program— 


He started his 
later shifted to KFI 


over KGF J. 


-erning song numbers on the Pond’s 
Reisman declares the tunes as he 
room, are plenty nere- 
what Reisman will say. 


the Kelloge 
out 


network this 
out of Chicago, 


week, 
is grinding 


auditions to the Pops dealers 


is being booked in vaude with Henry Burbig 


CBS contract and requested the Funnyboners for 


turn. Network okayed the idea 


his own~agent, 


who had a habit 
financiers 
in the 
More 


in return, spotting their 
staff members out 








Boswells Hop-Skipping 
For 2 Days from Boston 


Boswell Sisters, who opened Fri- 
day (27) at the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton, for Publix, missed two shows 
yesterday (Monday) and will do the 
same Thursday (2). 

Paul Ross, of the CBS artists bu- 
reau and who booked the trio, ar- 
ranged for them to play only the 
first two performances on these 
days, so they could hop back to New 
York for their commeércial broad- 
casts. No other act will sub for the 
girls on the shows they will miss. 

Commercial account \yon’t permit 
the Boswells to broadcast from out 
of town. 








Rabbi on Network 


| Columbus, May 309. 
Rabbi Jacob Tarshish, who re- 
| cently resigned his rabbinate here 


lat the request of his congregation, 
due to his broadcasting activities, 
lis to go on the air from this city 
;over the CBS network in the fall 
|from WCAH. He will speak from 
the stage of the Hartman theatre, 
according to present plans, before 
an audience. 

The rabbi Tarshish at present is 
tied up with several commercial 
programs locally and intends, also, 
to head a new church here. 





AIR ACTS WILDCATTING 

Los Angeles, May 30. 
Four acts from the defunct ‘Hit 
the Air’ are wildcatting locally for 
bookings, playing outlying picture 
houses on percentage deals. Call- 
ing themselves ‘Hits From “Hit the 
Air’, Happy Chappies, Ken and 
Sally, Three Loose Screws and 
Charlie Lung played the Man- 
chester last week for four days. 
Previously played the 
on Whittier boulevard. 
Leo LeBlanc managing the 


DOYLE REPLACES VIC MOORE 
Buddy Doyle 

Moore on =i 

| this Friday (3). 
Doyle is under a 13 

tract to the 





unit. 


replaces 
Nestle NBC 


Victoi 
periods 


weeks 
chocolate 
contract was 


con- 
account 
Moore's for foun 
weeks, 


| _ oe 


| 3 RENEW 


American Kitchen, L: 
and Socony Morning 
With NBC ex 
have been renewed. 

Pond’s, Nestle and Schaeffe, 
renewed with NBC during May. 


iras Brothers 
Show, whose 
pire in June 

. 


Pen 


{ 


| 


Golden Gate} 


CBS FOLLOWS NBC IN 
RAISING TIME RATES 


CBS’s announced raise in rates 
for its New York outlet, WABC, 
from $650 to $800 per hour at night, 
effective after June 15, is a follow- 
up on the NBC raise for its New 
York stations, which became ete 
fective during the past month. 

NBC jacked up the rates for both 


WEAF and WJZ $150 each, from 
$750 per hour to $900 per hour, 
nights, 


Raise in rates came as somewhat 
of a surprise inasmuch as both nete 
works are losing accounts. Nete 
works contend that an additional 
$150 on a bill for chain broadcasts 
will not bother the advertisers. 


ora RUSH 


wLlw 


COMMERCIAL 
BROADCASTING 


OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 
With TOY BAND 
6 P.M. Daily, E.8.T. 
=—<<= BENNY KYTE == 
' And His Golden Tower Orchestra 


_N.B.C. Network—WJR 


| Detroit—Wed. 12:30-1 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
| Hi-Speed Gasoline 


| Loose Wile Biscuit Co. 


Le R. G. DUNN CIGAR 


‘Fred L. JESKE 


onarch 
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WGN—Chicage 
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HAL BECKETT 


ORGANIST 


Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
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Increase in S NBC Accounts ||FS5 ARRQUNTS | NBC A 
crease ummer CCOUNIS || ccounts loned (or Simmer 
} 
J J 5 
s _ . ‘ ae: 
(June, July and August, 1928- 1931) i} Ame n Kitche Pos Richfield Oil Co. of Calif, 
AV’AGE | \ ! Toba | ky teneral M ' vay +, 
rER Strik say ig _— th 
NO. OF EXPEN- SUMMER || |} A 1 oO jilmore ¢ Sinclair Refining 
ADVER- DITURE ADVER- |] Bar Soodyea re Stance 
YEAR. TISERS. FOR TIME. TISER. |] Beie rf Atla © Pacifi Re Gelatin 
SR RR rr . 68 $1,781,099 $26,192 ™ est I s Halsey St k ; . Ye 
Bee occas eece : Jaen 98 3,058,348 31,207 Be Healt Pp ‘ 1 . & Ss : 
I Sah Benes see 1320 4,814,188 40,118 . ° M 8 H S Y 
BOSE 2.0... , sive, Oe 5,851,557 41,500 Despite Summer Siestas, H k 3 S. ¥ 
— e a m ’ House) Finance rp. g 
NBC’s discount rate, which persuades clients to remain on the nay Exploitation Bud- ae. ~~ aes u = & 
air all year: ets Increased—Statistics ell Bros Nestie’s Chocolate. Tastyeas 
Red Network (WEAF) Ss Z *hesebrough Vaseline Pond’s Cold Cream U. S. Rubber 
No. of Show Progressive _In- ties Service Maytag Co Vacuum Oil 
Programs COST PER PROGRAM FOR TIME ONLY f 1 - quot G am r = Kesson & on t . ns Waitt & Bond, 
Per Year. Discount, 1 Hour. 1% Hour. 1% Hour. creases tex Core (Frigidaire). Metropolitan Life Ins, Wander Co 
1 to 25.00 Pee Pree “a Net $13,060 ‘$8,162 $5,101 aa. rom 928 to Palmolive North estern Yeast ne Washington ( offee. 
Se MPPrrrreeererrre. ee 59 2,407 7,75 B46 eaten Cre acific oas orax. esson Oil-Snowdrif 
on cease io. 11,101 6,938 4,336 Current Year Pepsodent. qatles Co 
BeEssiecces secseee 209 0, 3.5 ° ° e ae e ilk Sales ildro air onic 
312 oe ovis OP EP SEER E TT 25% 9,795 6,121 3,826 Equally Optimistic Proctet (& Gamble, Wrigiey Gum 
juaker dats 























Radio Set Mfrs. 'NBC’S ‘GOLD’ NETWORK | 52% OF 181 ALL YEAR |SUSTAINING BUILDUP Tighter Credit Costs 
Don’t Seem to | STARTS SEEING RED Ge FOR WHITEMAN’S ACTS  L. A. Stations Accounts 


Although the number of NBC 


See Radio Adv| is inate Mie hc Cee ee an ok Wied Wiles vvurea| Ut Boosts Receipts 
| cide 


ee . cece ga a . enue to equal or better its ’31 rev- 
*“rtis s ‘re Ss é a set P = “9 . 
vertisers there isn’t a radio set} mis: * te NBC's pocketbook. So 


: a f Paul Whiteman’'s featured 
will be less than the network car- palates ig 
—— T recently acquired KPO or|,-: . , acts may shortly be given sustain 
a a ee ee rhe : rd acai: ried in 1931, NBC expects its rev- |- i A ton Aneelee Gee 
Among all of radio's current ad- | ‘sold’ chain is bringing beaucoup ing periods on NBC on a no-salary | os Ang s, May 30. 
i 
} 


} . Radio stations are turning over 
asis 


manufacturer. It’s an odd condi- | enue, which was $5,851,557 for time. : |new leaves in their account books, 








tion, inasmuch as the radio set peo- ;'*¥ ©” 80 that execs are suggesting Radio’s summer period are the Whiteman, who arrives in New | demanding an established rating or 
' irst advertisers |it be named the ‘red’ network in- | |York this Friday (3) in time to | cash on the line from new commer- 
ple were among the first advertisers lmonths of June, dul ‘“ | You his da) 3 ’ 
stead. : y and August. | ake his Pontiac broadcast the | cials. 


Removal or conclusion of four | The increased revenue, despite 


Liberal ladleing of credit to all 
programs within two weeks leaves 


sentation until recently. 


and have always had ether repre- 
| same day, has requested John Royal, 
| 


On June 2 the situation will be t} la’ ich hk os ponsored loss of accounts, is expected to | head of NBC’s program department, | users of air “er “| igh se 
: 1e ‘gold’ with but one sponsorec - : ee to spot his acts on the network as | consequences a irst, bu ag ace 
artly changed, when Philco com- ee : come from increased appropriations. o spot his acts ¢ t < as | 
” - . perioc of its own on the entire coast ; Peeeens ih 


mences a series on CBS Yet even counts reached tragic proportions in 
snces : >t >. -] 

. . . . hookup, a once weekly quarter hour 
this advertiser will get away from 


. a for Kellogg. 
the old order, in that it will ayer- | 66 


As an example, NBC statistics for }sustaining. This is in addition to 
the month of April, 1931, compared i two one-hour periods weekly which the last year. 

| Last week Ovaltine Co.’s ‘Little | with that of April 1932, showed that | the band leader expects for himself | One station admits business is 
es a ey : i y, sas é a 4 
tise a portable set onl | 


; ; ‘ : r »j or , re , |50% less than a year ago, but claims 

or as ne during the former peri NBC h: from the Piltmore hotel, where he |? ; od, 2 : 
|} Orphan Annie’ and Gilmore Oil's | ,,. e aan . ses =e = ewe |opens June 8 it is better off in cash receipts. New 
‘cm “qn eig ‘The Dinglebender’s’ serial with 143 clients whereas during the latter ‘ata . , business in 75% on the line, balance 

di Kolt 1 Dill v vit bed period it dropped to 130 clients. Whiteman acts for whom the leader a c = whore “ ~ 

é rere switc ver Pang: ' : nso er ie tea . after chec > cre 
Skolsky on Gerardine aye a) ill were swite “ ok However, NBC’s revenue during | has requested special NBC time are per p aarae os po ‘ = w' = v 
; to the 7O or ‘orange unit. us ‘ : ildre iiev. Jack F Tine’s | rating, the loca hamber o om- 

| April, 1931, was $2,193,000 whereas | Mildred Baiiey, Jack Fulton, King’s | 


Sid Skolsky, N. Y. ‘News’ column-|weer gs & Te Waath « Sa 3ter* , ag » anhinein fi penne 
; say : Oncaea week S & ws C ecil and Sally | for Agrit, 1982, when tt het 28 ec- Jesters, Red McKenzie and Ramona, | merce and the station's attorney. 
ist, is engaged for the Gerardine | serial and Revelation Tooth Pow- | is a hae 


A Se BIS annie leas , . ‘ zatter is ¢ ~w girl whom White- 
broadcasts, which return to CBS | der’s ‘Scotty’s Mouthfuls’ go off the counts less than the same period Latter is a new girl 10m h 





as res its reve rage 29 man pickec up in Cincinnati and 
June 14. | air. fens year, its revenue was $2,649,- Sowell + - Ro ean ae Sek a Judy-Jane Off June 17 
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Jerry Wald, ‘Graphic’ radio column- | ing chain programs is not only run- | In May, 1931, NBC carried 140 ac- | 


Ramona. Folger Coffee's Judy and Jane 
Guisiiee program on Columbia discontinues 
for the summer, June 17. 


ist, to take over the spot vacated ning the ‘gold’ in the red, but is also | COUN, wegh-bwhergaev~ wes an & 
by Ed Sullivan of the same paper. taking a lot of cash from the KPO | did the past May, 1932. But while 
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ENTIRE PROGRAMS Theatres Only for Cash 


Of NEC's cur.ent 181 clients, 

OF 52% have signed contracts extend- 

Nprceen mea jing throughout the entire year of 

KREMEL San Francisco, May 30. 1932, including the summer, indi- 
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4| Bay region that unless the theatre | the NBC airwaves throughout the 2 


2 . oly: a four story building for the club’s 
advertises on the program it will|s -nmer. This excludes contracts 

















First social club for radio artists 
has been formed and will open next 
week. 

Club claims a membership of al- 


use has been rented. Stagley Camp- System—8 30 P.M. 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR not be plugged over the air. renewec during May and those | p¢}) said to be an air musician _~ pune ry PALINA PROGRAS 
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information was Hollywood chatter | of renewals during June. song-plugger. Green, former pro- | 
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Heads of departments remain un- | time expenditures amounting to $5,- | Birmingham, May 30. POST TOASTIES 
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Arthur Tracy, CBS’ ‘Street Singer’ the summer as they regularly usé€ | June 15 with a series of spot pro- nares te ae 
has been added to the ranks of in the winter, Grams. Will go on a local station §& D ; 
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BAB-O BRIGHT SPOT : 

Witih Irving Kaufman and Sidley 
Brown's Orchestra 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


New series for this sponsor, Bab- 
bitt company, which is out to sell its 
trade-marked Bab-O cleaning fluid 
over the air, yet is prepared to gam- 
ble with a type of program that has 
its dubious aspects. In Irving 
Kaufman this period has a type of 





radio warbler who has_ trouped 
around the dial for years every- 
where and anywhere. 

Kaufman, with vaude experience | 
behind him, comes from an old| 
school, one in which he apparently | 
learned his lessons well. For he’s 


not averse to borrowing an idea, a 
routine, or whatever it is that might 
help his cause along. As a result he 
does a hodge-podge of whatever he 
knows, such as doubling in charac- 
ter a la Phil Cook, fading into the} 
program with a boo, boo, boo and | 
whistle which can’t help but remind 
of Crosby, and also retain a good 
memory for moth-eaten gags and 
puns. 

Musical background supplied by 
Sidley Brown is only that, except for 
an instrumental specialty here and 
there which is made to appear like 


Kaufman is doing that, too. Or- 
chestra doesn’t sound bad and 
doubtless would mean more to the 


program if it had a spot of its own. 
There is an unidentified girl de- 
scribed only at Miss Bab-O, who 
crossfires with Kaufman for the 
plug, after which follows the cus- 
tomary giveaway spiel, in this case 
a bath sponge. 

On his last commercial Kaufman 
termed himself a ‘one-man minstrel 
show,’ and seemingly he’s continu- 
ing with the multiple idea anyway. 
What attention he’s getting comes 
from his straight singing, something 
he can handle on his own and there- 
fore need not attempt to imitate 
others, Span. 


AIRY-FAIRY SINGER 
Sarah Anne McCabe and J. Wilson 


Doty 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 


Some nervousness in the local 
CBS studios whether this title 
would get by the _ sophisticates. 





They can quiet their fears. There 
won't be a wise guy within a mile 
of this 15-minute early morning 
session for the Commander Larra- 
bee’s flour firm’s product, Kwik 
Biskit. The matrons who may 
listen to this singing lady probably 
won’t be annoyed by any other in- 
terpretation of the label. 

It shapes as a weak period of 
ordinary warbling. Miss McCabe 
sings a tric of tunes, usually of the 
semi-classical sort, without par- 
ticular verve or mike personality. 
Much of it is dull and lifeless stuff. 
It doesn’t sell through the loud- 
speaker, 

Unusual item is the accompani- 
ment of the warbler by an organist. 
Vaudeville houses occasionally made 
the attempt to accompany their acts 
on organs, but most gave it up. 
Organ is kept far in the background 
here. 

Middle of the program is inter- 
rupted by another femme who in- 
serts a heavy commercial talk on 
top of her few. ‘household hints.’ 
Regular male announcer is weighted 
dowr heavily with still more sales 
gushing, so much so that any pos- 
sibly good effects are ruined. A bit 
more finesse, both in the handling 
of the plugs and the program 
proper would help. Gold. 


TOM TERRIS 
‘Vagabond Adventures’ 
COMMERCIAL 

WOR, Mew York 


Tom Terris has made numerous 
short film travelogs. He is a natu- 
ral talent tie-up for this commer- 
cial, the United States Lines. 

Terris has a pleasant speaking 
voice with an English accent. In 
the line of the continuity, he speaks 
of foreign places he has visited. En- 
tire program is framed to instill the 
nomadic urge in audiences. e 

Scene of the program Sunday (22) 
was aboard the ‘Leviathan,’ where 
Terris and a friend were flirting 
with a film actress, traveling incog- 
nito. Terris gets to first base first. 
Actress says she is going to Ger- 
many, which cues Terris into some 
Teutonic data. 

Sketch type of presentation gets 
away from the direct form of ad- 
dress often employed for program 
subjects, such as this and simplifies 
Terris’ verbal observations. An in- 
teresting 15 minutes. 


OZZIE NELSON 
Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 


Etherizing from the Glen Island 
Casino at New Rochelle, Ozzie Nel- 
son, who has just.resumed his sea- 
son «2: this summer spot, where he 
has been holding forth for several 
seasons, rates with the crack bands 


on the air. This explains the late 
half-hour spot assigned him over 
WABC. 


Nelson has a smooth, subdued, yet 
dance compelling style, not unlike 
the Vallee rhythmatics. Vocally, 
too, he suggests the megaphone 
crooner. Nelson also utilizes a 
femme partner for vocal doubles. 


RUTH ETTING-BOB TAPLINGER 
Interview 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 


Usually these ‘interviews’ are a 
bore. This wasn't, in truth, quite 
interesting, thanks to an unstilted 


delivery, which featured an easy 
flowing, informal style. 
Taplinger, of the CBS press dept., 


fed Miss Etting the right sort of 
questions and while her replies, 
sketching her career, were chiefly 
along success lines, they packed 


quite a bit of human interest. They 


were made the more interesting by 
a sincere diction which, in a meas- 
ure, offset, even to the most so- 


phisticated, the general feeling that 
it’s being read from script. It’s done 
that way anyway, but this didn’t 
sound like most of ’em. 

A nice top-off was ‘Shine on Har- 
vest Moon’ which the radio song- 
stress signalized as her greatest 
thrill in that she was honored with 
the assignment of reviving the fa- 
mous Nora Bayes song of the ’3l 
‘Follies.’ She sang it. 

It was an _ interesting 
hour. 


quarter 
Abel. 


PHIL SPITALNY’S ORCH., 
JAY C. FLIPPEN 
Orchestra, Comedy 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


A good set-up that delivers, but 
is injured by too much advertising. 
Runs 15 minutes, about seven of 
which are devoted to the advertis- 
ing talk. 

Phil Spitalny has a swell crew 
of music makers and a fancy flock 
of arrangements. Band opened 
with the Cuban ‘Siboney’ and closed 
with a pop. In the interim it ac- 
companied a songstress for one 
song number with time not permit- 
ting for more, due to the seven min- 
utes of commercial spiel. 

Jay C. Flippen is a surprisingly 
entertainment comedian with a dif- 
ferent style. He gags well, talks 
naturally and easily and gets over. 
He is also the lifesaver of the pe- 
riod with his wisecracks interrupt- 
ing the advertising gab. This alone 
prevents itching fingers from turn- 
ing the dial elsewhere. 

Goodall, a palm beach suit com- 
pany, is the money behind this, and 
not content with the unusual time 
devoted to an ad spiel, is in addi- 
tion running a contest. The Thurs- 
day night (26) broadcast was the 
second in the series, but the first 
to be heard in New Yorok, as the 
opening period did not receive 
WABC., 

The songstress, Peggy Sentra, 
started out well with ‘Lord’, but 
faltered toward the end of the num- 
ber. 


AUNT SALLY and BETTY 
Virginia Lee 


Songs 
COMMERSZIAL 
WLS, Chicago 

This is a continuation of the 
regula Monarch Foods program, 
l:nown as the ‘Lyon Family.’ In the 


previous session Miss Lee was the 
principal character, that of a col- 
ored mammy, in the story of the 
Lyon family. Miss Lee took several 
femme roles, playing Aunt Sally, 
the mammy retainer, and Miss 
Betty, the young girl of the house- 
hold whose love affairs were the 
backbone of the series. 

In the present program the at- 
tempt at story and continuity is en- 
tirely wiped out. Only remaining 
are the two characters. Miss Lee 
plays both parts, does the sales 
plugging and the warbling. Her 
singing rates as just passable. It 
will please a.good many of the 
femme listeners who have become 
acquainted with her style while on 
the Lyon script. It’s just 15 min- 
utes of morning song, twice weekly, 


that may have its admirers, but 
hardly capable of making a real 
radio splash. Gold, 





LINIT BATH CLUB 
Irving Kaufman, Roger White's 
Orch, 

Orchestra, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

The Linit Bath Club until recent- 
ly featured a series of femme inter- 
views on its broadcasts, but decided 
to adopt its intermittent noon-day 
artist, Irving Kaufman, to supplant 
the former interview style. 

One angle in favor of the former 
Bath Club evening air periods were 


they had novelty. With Kaufman 
it's strictly the  song-orchestra 
standard type of entertainment 
layout. 


Kaufman is a versatile artist who 
ean deliver in more ways that one 
and should not be confined to songs 
alone. ‘Some time ago, as another 
commercial, he staged a protean 
minstrel show, billed as ‘the man 
with a 1,000 voices.’ He has a like- 
able baritone and pleasing delivery 
and also” tempers his selections 
with good novelties. 

The Rogér White orchestra is a 
good instrumental group who in- 
clude some novelty instrumentation. 


Also featured is a xylophone solo 
by Harry Brewer. 

Kaufman closed this broadcast 
Friday (27) with ‘Sonny Boy,’ de- 


livered dramatically a la Jolson. It 
was a bad selection and can’t stand 
repetition regardless of the treat- 





Abel. 


ment 


| college 


INTERNATIONAL OLYMPICS 

INVITATION 
CBS, from KHJ, Los Angeles 

Innovation originating with the 
All Year Club of Southern Califor- 
nia to invite the wide world to Los 
Angeles for the Olympics games. 
CBS and KHJ, outlet here, donated 
the time. 

Selling appeal was thrown in the 
lap of the picture industry with 
the Hays office coming to bat to 
line up a list of picture celebs who 
could talk to their fellow country- 
men in their own languages. 

For English speakers the show 
was saved by Will Rogers, who was 
billed as ‘ambassador-at-large.’ 
Otherwise the hour was rather flat. 
Opened with Raymond Paige’s or- 
chestra in a medley of national an- 
thems and international patriotic 
airs. Band and glee club of the 
University of California contributed 
airs. Only other musical 
entries were a couple of soprano 


slipups as is usual with promised 
appearances of picture people. De- 
lores Del Rio, billed to invite her 
countrymen below the Rio Grande, 
didn’t show, excuse being given she 
was ill. Reported inside was she 
resented previous snub from official 
Mexico because she had appeared 
in ‘Girl of the Rio,’ which didn’t 


‘show the Latins in too nice a light. 


Rogers wrapped up the broadcast. 
Routine was ‘Ther2’s no reason for 
not coming, you’ve nothing else to 
do. So bring along your only cus- 
tomer; he'll like it, too.’ Otherwise 
it was only patriotic duty only that 
could keep the dials turned to this 
number—or novelty of the things for 
those overseas. 

Picture inviters included Fred 
Niblo, m.c.’ing; Maria Alba, Tom 
Mix, Elissa Landi, Bela Lugosi, 
Marlene Dietrich, Jill Esmond, 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Claudette Col- 
bert, Jean Hersholt and Olga Bacla- 
nova. 


MR. MALIK 
Mystery Yarns 
Sustaining 
WMAGQ, Chicago 

After about two years on this 
local outlet, the 30-minute mystery 
series is on NBC. It started on the 
transmitter here as a commercial, 
but was retained by the station 
after the sponsor blew. 

Shapes as a well-written piece as 
turned Gut by John Gihon, and ex- 
hibits once more the growing men- 
tality of the ether. Much of the 
old-time moronics of the air, espe- 
cially as far as the scripts are con- 
cerned, are being replaced by a 
somewhat more intelligent handling. 
While in the first of the series the 
treatment was rather weak, the 
script stood out for the excellent 
characterizations. The people at 
least are real and the words they 
have to speak are vivid. 

Series is based on the detective 
angle, Stanley Andrews doing the 
role of the French snooper, Malik. 
He does a capable job. Co-featured 
are Bernadine Flynn and Douglass 
Hope. They fit. 

Weakness of plot-handling in the 
initial period was revealed in the 
lack of actual suspense, since the 
villian in the piece was easily rec- 
ognized, long before the blow-off. 
He was the only one that acted as if 
he weren't guilty. First of the series 
was labelled ‘The Silent Murder,’ 
and was based upon a killing in 
which the only witness was a par- 
rot. Just before the closing. an- 
nouncement the parrot condescend- 
ed to voice the name of the mur- 
derer, Gold. 





McCRAVY BROTHERS 
Harmony Singing 
Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 


Another one of those NBC build- 
ups, which doesn’t promise to go 
far. This gambling with unknown 


names is dubious at best. One out 
of 100 or better measure up to com- 
mercial possibilities, with the net- 
work meanwhile spending good time 
a’ d money on a long shot. 

These boys, for example, are just 
another couple of singers. There 
are bushels of them around the dial. 
The McCravys, if they are real 
brothers, possess fair enough voices, 
yet with nothing particularly out- 
standing in their style cr delivery. 

They specialize in the fireside 
type of tunes, threwing in an occa- 
sional hill-billy ditty for good meas- 
ure. At a time when straight and 
ordinary kind of yodeling has 
ceased tc mean anything over the 
air, the brothers here are plainly 
hindicapped. There might be the 
chance of them developing as they 
go along and possibly find some- 
thing new eventually, if NBC is will- 
ing to gamble that long, Span, 


WIRT G. BARNETT 
Adventure Tales 
WGY, Schenectady 
Introduced as a radio pioneer, for- 
merly heard in story-series under 
titles ‘The Nomad’ and others, Bar- 
nett guested on after-supper broad- 
east here. Displayed an agreeable 
voice and a knack for tale telling, 
but his material only mildly inter- 
esting. Might please boy scouts, but 
for average listener too tame. 
Barnett, who is widely traveled, 
should be able to spin peppier yarns. 
Overdoes use of ‘well’ and other 
words, 





solos by Olga Baclanova, and ‘De- | 
licious’ by Rol Rulyan. 
There were a few last minute 
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Harold Peary and Bill Royle are 
doubling from: NBC to KYA, San 
Francisco, for a sponsored service. 

Tom Mitchell back on staff of 
NBC, San Francisco, after a year’s 
absence. 

Luther L. Putnam, former studio 


manager KGB, San Diego, now on 
KTAB, San Franci*-.9, with a com- 
edy program. 


Monroe Upton has returned to 
KFRC, San Francisco, after several 
months at the NBC studios there as 
producer, staff artist and continuity 
writer. 

Leo Daugherty and band, WAPI, 
Birmingham, are now in Paducah, 
halts 

Three new faces at WAPI, Bir- 
mingham. They are J. B. Roberts, 
H. T. Wells and George Best. 

Bob Taplinger celebrates his first 
year on CBS with ‘Meet the Art- 
ist’ today (Tuesday). He will inter- 
view Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, also 
celebrating their first year. 

Leo Reisman booked to play at 
seven college proms during June. 

Belle Baker may tie-up with an 
NBC food advertiser. 

Russ Columbo bought himself a 


new house in Bronxville. ‘ 

Arthur Tracy, ‘Street Singer, 
comes into Loew’s State in three 
weeks. 


Del Casino, baritone and protege 
of Pete Hylton, making Saturday 
night appearances over WRNY. 

Joe Whit , ‘Silver Masked Tenor,’ 
celebrates his 10th year of broad- 
easting July 4. White sang with 
WJZ when it was located in New- 
ark. 

When Georgie Price begins his 
Chase & Sanborn CBS periods, he 
will request extra choruses to his 
theme song, ‘Imagine My Embar- 
rassment,’ which Clarence Gaskill 
authored. 

A bust of Ed Wynn will be pre- 
sented to the comedian tonight (31) 
after his Texaco broadcast in the 
Time Square studio. Bust was made 
by George Voss, advertising mana- 
ger of Texas Oil. 

Nat Brusiloff returned from Syra- 
cuse with a police card signed by 
the Syracuse mayor. After investi- 
gation, the orchestra leader revealed 
that the police card was his pay- 
ment for a violin solo. 

Mills Brothers now singing four 
songs on their programs instead of 
three. 

Victor Young, 
sometimes uses 
for a baton. 

Graham Harris 


orchestra leader, 
an umbrella rib 


and his concert 
orchestra will feature Viennese 
tunes on NBC starting June 27. 

Sisters of the Skillet dickering for 
a month in vaude in Chicago. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd start 
on talking shorts soon. 

Al Zugsmith, Whiteman’s p. a., 





FREDDIE RICH and His Colum- 
bians 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Taking the Monday night half 
hour from 10-10:30 formerly allotted 
to Robert Burns, Freddie Rich has 
an extraordinary orchestral oppo-- 
tunity, and more than fulfills it, with 
his Columbians. It’s an appropriate 
enough name for Rich, considering 
the CBS outlet, also one of his Co- 
lumbia recording labels. 

Rich has patently designed this 
half hour for variety and novelty. 
It is thoroughly musicianly, but ex- 
cellent ether entertainment above 
all. 

There are some excellent novel- 
ties. The music picture of the side- 
walks of N. Y. may not be especially 
new in motif, but it is done with 
eclat and a .istinetion that gives it 
nuance. Wholly new, however, is 
the ‘river’ mediey, vamping off with 


‘Blue Danube,’ and embracing 
‘Beautiful Ohio,’ ‘Ol’ Man River,’ 
ete. An excerpt from Ferde Grofe’s 


‘Mississippi Suite’ was excellent, 
and a post-mortem tone poem, ‘In a 
Mist,’ by the late “ix Beiderbecke, 
one of Paul Whiteman’s standbys, 


equally distinctive and-~ distin- 
guished. 
Rich conducted an orchestra of 45. 
Abel. 





BERNICE CLAIRE 
Songs, Talk 
WGY, Schenectady 

Musical comedy principal in 
after-supper broadcast from RKO’s 
Albany theatre. Less time to ques- 
tion by femme interviewer and more 
to display of star’s vocal talent, on 
this b. ec. 

After brief introduction, Miss 
Claire sang two numbers announc- 
ing them and introducing accom- 
panist, Granville English. Both 
handled splendidly. Radio technique 
excellent, high notes coming over 
loud speaker smoothly. Miss Claire’s 
speaking voice is pitched lower 
than her singing voice; talks rather 
deliberately. 

For first time, Harry Black, house 
manager, was plugged here, along 
with his brother, a film ‘heavy.’ ‘Ad’ 
for coolness of theatre and excel- 
lence of bill sounded naive, coming 
from Miss Claire, 
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in town in advance of the leader. 

Smith Ballew’s orchestra will be 
aired over WABC from the Pavillion 
Royal. 

Jack Denny preparing a gala all. 
Irving Berlin program for the first 
Gem period with Ed Sullivan, who 
will have Berlin as one of his guests 
that night. 

Ted Weems and his Chicago band 
may head east for radio. 

Boswell Sisters received 12 
roses from an 
Boston, 


dozen 
unknown admirer in 


Phil Spitalny feels undressed 
without his cane, 
B. A. Rolfe worried. Lost 10 


pounds. 

Welcome Lewis 
a good coat of tan. 

Tom Riley, announcer for WFBE, 
Cincinnati, married to Eugenie 
Beck, a belle of Louisville, Ky. They 
met at University of Kentucky. 

Ralph Haburton, formerly head of 
artists’ bureau for Crosley, now sell- 
ing time for L. B. Wilson’s WCKY, 
Covington. 

Wally Maher, the ‘Chatter’ of 
WLW, and Jack Zoller of the Cros- 
ley dramatic air staff, teaming for 
personal appearances, 

Johnny Burkarth, on WHAS, 
Louisville, from Inn Logola. Re- 
places Al Crowder’s Orch. 

Geraldine Thompson, WHAS pi- 
anist, obtained divorce from hus- 
band, Walter, last week. 

Davidson Taylor, ‘C-J’ radio ed 
and WHAS announcer, back on job 
after brief illness, during which Dan 
Thompson, ‘Times’ radio ed, did his 
news ‘column.’ 

University of Louisville hour on 
WHAS to be discontinued for sum- 


already sporting 


mer. 
Jeff King, who moved up from 
WBBM, Chicago, has been titled 


CBS western district manager, as- 
signed a two-window office and be- 


stowed with a flock of futuristic 
furniture. ; : 
John Gihon, Chi NBC continuity 


editor, latest success subject for the 
fan mag interviewers. 

Car driven by Johnny Fuller, 
WBBM, Chi, was tapped by a bolt 
of lightning. Although the chariot 
was tossed into a ditch and Fuller 
out of it, only injury he emerged 
with was a temporarily paralyzed 
arm. 

Steve Trumbull, CBS midwest p. 
a., is still that way about sailboats, 

Henry Sellinger, Lord, Thomas & 
Logan radio pilot, recalls when he 
pounded a piano in one of those 
hot-cha spots. 

L. J. Fitzgerald is back at his 
desk in the Chi NBC Artists Service 
after a six months’ tour with Pa- 
derewski. 





Back to Farm 





(Continued from yage 1) 


lure of the soil must still be strong 
for these lands are selling. 

Agents are convincing the unem- 
DPloyed that they can live indefinitely 
cn the vegetables they could grow 
on their lots and the fish they’d get 
out of some nearby lake. Others 
make sure to mention the excellent 
game hunting on the property. 


Your ancestors lived off the land, 
say the agents; why can’t you? 
They are even making use of the 
old Rousseau philosophy in their 
sales tulks, priming the prospects 
with the notion that city life is in- 
herently a washout. Man was never 
meant to live in concrete cages, and 
that until he gets back to Mama 
Sarth he’s bound to be unhappy. 

Give-Aways 

Other agents are, however, ex- 
plaining how easily man can wrest 
a livelihood from nature. Many of 
these agents will build a log cabin 
on the grounds for the purchaser; 
others merely furnish plans. Sev- 
eral are throwing in a tent with 
each deal. Others a few baskets of 
canned goods and a ca1-opener. 


Of more interest is the fact that 
not only are the unemployed edging 
for these vacant lots, but also sub- 
stantial citizens who are now gain- 
fully and  plentifully employed. 
When asked why, it’s practically 
unanimous that, ‘Well, it’s just in 
case. If things get too tough here, 
we can always settle down on our 
acres and whittle.’ 

Following is a typical ad directed 
to the unemployed and would-be 
whittlers of this great burg: 
‘UNTIL PROSPERITY RETURNS 

HOW WILL YOU LIVE? 

Three acres of woods land; 
good soil to grow hardy veget- 
ables; near beautiful lake, best 
fishing and hunting. Only $15 

down and $6 a month for 12 

months. Building timber on 

place. Will furnish plans for 
cabin, or will build one for you. 

Healthful, happy and inexpen- 

sive way to live this summer. 

or for an indefinite period.’ 
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Chilly Ad Agencies 
Forcing Indie Radio 
Producers to Fade 


Chicago, May 30. 

Indie program producers, instead 
of becomming more important in 
radio, are gradually striking their | 
tents and silently melting away. 
They are today the orphans of the 
biz, 
and only occasionally does one suc- 


ceed in crashing through the thick | 


walls of the agencies. 

It’s still the old story of being on | 
the outside; no matter what they! 
have, no. matter how good, it’s 
tough to sell without that old- 
fashioned ingredient, the ‘in.’ Pro- 


ducers, who rated high in the busi- 
ness *when associaed with some 
agency or station, when on the out- 
side, find -that even their old-time 
clients won’t use ’em. 

To a great extent, admit the pro- 
ducers, the difficulty of crashing 
lies in the secretiveness of the 
business. Advertisers and _ the 
agencies, particularly, want as few 
people as possible meddling in on 
the program deal. What with the 
agency field down to the 
cut-throat tactics in stealing ac- 
counts, these agencies are fearful 
of letting outsiders in on their plans 
and methods. This is particularly 
true when the would-be indie pro- 
ducer has been previously associ 
ated with a rival agency. 





Buddy and Luckies 
Buddy Rogers and orchestra may 
shortly do a few broadcasts for 
Lucky Strike. 
Rogers is now NBC sustaining 
from the Pennsylvania Roof. 





wandering from door to door, |} 


roughest | 





RUSS 
COLUMBO 


NBC and 
Victor Record Artist 
Management ED. W. SCHEUING 














JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Ever-Ready Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A. 

















. Eton 
”* Boys 


Ever-Ready Safety 
Razor Program 
WABC 
Every Sunday 9 P.M. 


Fxelusive Columbia Artists 












FLOPPO RADIO SATIRE 
HELD FAITHFUL DETAIL 





jradio satire, closed Saturday (28), 
| four days after its opening at the 
| Fulton, New York, the play pre- 
| sented many scenes which had faith- 
ful foundation in fact. 

| The play’s satire may have been 
exaggerated, but generally familiar 
las the real stuff to anybody in close 


;}contact with radio. Perhaps one 
freason why the play was unfavor- 
ably received was that it was too 


much trade. 
j}the real satire of the 
while the layman believed it to be 
|r.ore or less fictional comedy, as did 
ithe majority of the dramatic critics 
without a trade knowledge of radio. 


based on an actual radio figure, 
sponsor of one of the largest air 
accounts. This one character was 
not overwritten. 

As for the sponsor’s wife sug- 
gesting what tunes the crooner 
should sing, that also parallels real 
radio life, moreso than was pre- 
| ented on the stage of the Fulton. 
'The crack by the crooner, when 





was ‘the 
was also 
since they 
inner working of 
radio artist. 

Another incident here, where the 
head of the ad agency gets a sud- 
den inspiration to use the crooner’s 
wife on a program because her 
voice suddenly struck him as just 
the thing is the real McCoy. In 
ifact one network exec once placed 
la waitress on the air with the ex- 
| planation that he was looking for a 
sudden vocal type when he heard 
her voice in a restaurant and that 
| voice was what he desired. 


missed by the laymen, 


the publisher- 








| The numerous clubs named after 


the crooner, Buddy Baxter, called 

| the Buddy Baxter Poosters, also has 
2 sound foundation, although this is 
more familiar to laymen. 

There were additional scenes and 
action in the play which could be 
recounted as having actual founda- 
tion. 

No one with an inside slant on 
what goes on behind the microphone 
could pan the play from the stand- 
point of realism. 

John T. Adams, of the radio talent 


of the producers. 


WCFL Gets Full-Time 





Chicago, May 30. 


granted a full time daily schedule | 
and an increase in power from 
1,500 to 5,000 watts by a ruling of | 
the federal radio commission. 
Previously WCFL divided its fa- 
cilities with station KJR, Seattle, 





| Northwest Broadcasting company. 


Concessions granted by the radio/ tor of the cartoon, walked out of 
commission is now expected to fore-| the deal after the advertiser had 
stall any further effort by the labor | arranged the network time and put | but its programs have been heard | 


| 


| agency handling the account, 


organization to get a clear channel | 
|with a maximum power of 50,000) 
ijwatts. A bill to that effect is now 
pending before the senate commit- | 
tee in Washington, but will prob- 
ably not be pressed. 


PICKENS FOR TOBACCO 


Porto Rican Tobacco Company 
' starts a series of 26 NBC broadcasts 
the first week in July. 

| Pickens Sisters are probable as 
| featured talent on the periods. 


























FREDDY 


MACK 


BROOKLYN 


Indefinitely 








And Boost to 5 KW. 


The ciggie sponsor of the play is | 





Although ‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody,’ | 


Only radio insiders got 
situation, | 


|} on the volume of publicity sent out. 
asked who selects his songs (which | 
publishers select my songs’) | 


| Resolution protested that the 
have no knowledge of the | 





Answered 


Al Woods (not the producer) | 
got a bill for a paper in the 
form of a fan letter. 

Letter read:, ‘II have just 
finished listening to you sing 
‘If I Were a Millionaire’ and 
what you would do with the 
money. Just thought I'd write 
and ask you to please remit 
me 34.36.” 











| Court 





N. Y.¢. STATION TIES UP 
| WMCA AT ‘LAST MINUTE 


The injunction which WNYC 
slapped against WMCA, preventing 
the latter station from broadcast- 
ing full time, 
from inaugrating a full time sched- 


ule until late next fall. WNYC, 
|} the city-owned station, received the 
injunction from the U. S. District 


two davs before WMCA was 


will prevent WMCA } d 
j}atrical exploiter and now 


Orowitz Attempts 





to inaugrate its full time policy as 
RADIO EDS CONVENE: sanctioned by the Federal Radio 
’ Commission. 

ONLY EIGHT SHOW UP This scrap between WNYC, New 
York City muicipal station oper- 
ited by Albert Goldman, commis- 

is ; j}sioner of Plants and Structures, | 
Chicago, May 30. land Donald Flamm, owner of | 
Only eight members showed up at | WMCA, is of years standing 
the annual meeting of the National! Flamm has spent a fortune in the 
Radio Editors’ Association held dur- } attempt to get permission for 
ing the set manufacturers’ show | WNYC, which shared time with 
here last week. Majority of the} WMCA, to switch wave lengths 
octette were from the local dailies. er WPCH, also Flamm owned, 
Customary panning of the net-|and thereby permit WMCA to 
works by the convening newspaper- | broadcast full time, 
men was limited this time to a reso- Up around the WMCA offices, it 





lution asking the chains to cut down 


This wading through reams of 
blurbs daily was beginning to prove 
a strain, complained the editors. 


net- | 


works’ regional publicity depart- 


|ment were duplicating themselves, 


} 
| 


| of 


| 


and suggested that the puff items be 
kept down to essentials. 

Boys also voiced their objection 
to the alleged NBC habit of going | 
over their heads and direct to the | 
publisher with complaints coped 

coming to them first. But no 
resolution was hcrascadien on this topic. 


Chi Union Doubling Rule 
May Hit Lombardo Date, 


| 

Chicago, May 30. 
When Guy Lombardo comes to | 
the Chicago, June 17, with his band 
he will run into a snag with the 
local wu-usicians’ union on_his| 


| broadcasting work. Although Lom- 


|bardo is a local member of the 
union, thereby safeguarding his | 
|doubling activities here, the new | 


company bearing his name, was one | 


| Petrillo, musicians’ 


| 
| 


| date. 
|off for as many standby men as in 


Winding up a battle of six years, | broadcast or for any other network 
station WCFL, Chicago Federation | broadcasting. 
of Labor’s outlet here, has been | 


| 


also a 5,000 watter, which was taken | strip, ‘Sekatary Hawkins,’ is off, as 
over by NBC recently from the! far as Horlick’s Malted Milk is con- 


| June 6. 


|his band in order to be picked up 
|from here for his Robert Burns 


tried hy 


union regulation won’t permit any | 
local musician earning more than 
$75 @ week to double. 

While Lombardo hasn’t as yet 
been informed of the ruling, Jimmy | 
prexy, 
pared to enforce it when the band 
arrives here for the picture house 
Lombardo will have to pay | 





Finicky Writer Cancels 
Horlick’s NBC Program | 


Chicago, May 30. 
Radio version of the newspaper 


cerned. Robert F. Schulkers, cre- 








| the show into production. 

Contracts were ready when the | 
Lord, 
Thomas & Logan, got a Ietter from 
Schulkers advising it that he had 
decided the ether rights were worth 
more than had orally been agreed | 
upon and, in any event, a Horlick 
ti-eup was cut. Program had been 
set for twice weekly over the NBC 
red network for 20 weeks starting 





Network has consented to let the 
agency out of the time contract. 
Commercial currently supports the 
Dr. Herman Bundeson program on 
CBS. 





ENGLES’ ASS’T OUT 


Herman Schaad, assistant to 
George Engles, head of NBC's 
artists bureau, severs connections 
with NBC tomorrow (i). No 
cessor selected. 

Schaad has been at NBC 
Engles’ assistant since 1928. 


BLACKSTONE’ S CUT 
Blackstone, carrying a program 
on WEAF and WJZ, goes off the 
latter network June 9, but contin- 
ues its WEAF series. 
Account features Julla 
and Frank Crumit. 


suc- 


as 





Sanderson 





Medalist Auditioning 
Medalist Cigars is auditioning 
for NBC broadcasts. 
A comedy bridge sketch was 
the account last week. 


' 
is pre-| 


| wide broadcast that 
| been 
| JOAK and picked up by KGO here. | 


{is inferred that CBS is sympathetic 


cause it fears the municipally 

owned station may make 

on the time of WCCO. 
Goldman, in his appeal to 


with WNYC in its stubborn at- 

tempt to prevent WMCA from going 
full time. Reason given for this 
is that WCCO, Minneapolis, a CBS 
affiliate, broadcasts on 810 kilo- 
lecycles, the same as WPCH, with | 
both stations ordered to split the 
i} wave length in 1927 CBS, it is| 
|claimed, doesn't want WNYC to 
take over the WPCH station be- 


demands | 


To Answer Radio’s 
Worries in His Book 


E. M. Orowitz, vet show and thee 
president 
of the EMO Co., 
bull by 


the 


is taking the radio 


the horns and circularizing 


ether advertisers, their adver- 


and the two naior 


rks’ officials with an elaborate 
What Is 
Advertis- 


ion. 


booklet which is titled 
Wrong With 
ing?’ anda 


Since 


Com 


mercial 


nswers the quest 


RKO iniza- 
been contacting 
and claims to have 
the accounts and 

have erected a 
wall about them- 
For one thing, either it’s too 
good a racket, or it’s ignorarce, but 
none seems interested when some- 
body from Broadway to 


leaving the org 
tion, QOrowitz has 
the radio people 
discovered that 
their counsellors 
mythical Chinese 
selves. 


comes over 


those Fifth and Madison and Park 
j;avenue broadcasters or radio 
| agencies, he states in his book. 
Orowitz goes to it without kidding 
and spares none of the advertisers 
who are notorious for their objec- 
tions to the Broadway type of show- 
manship. He takes this attitude to 
task. 
His own radio service agency will 
operate on-an_ itemizatio basis, 
giving the advertiser an paar rs 2 
; accounting of how much goes for 
|talent, how much for wire charges, 
how much for continuity, the sur- 


the | 


court for an injunction, claimed 
that the W:IYC transmitter, now 
on 570 kilos, could not be used for | 


a frequency of 810 kilos. Profes- 
sor C. M. Jansky, a radio authority, 
|swore out a statement for WMCA 


The appeal of Goldman on behalf 
of WNYC to restrain WMCA from 
going full time will cost the 


| municipal station $10,000 and must 
be heard by the U. 


S. District Court 
of Appeals, the matter now being 
out of the jurisdiction of the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission. 


WOR Maintaining Its 


Full Station Personnel 


While the major networks are 
cutting to span the summer, WOR 


| is maintaining its full staff. Station 


is said to have been earning a net 
of $7,000 weekly, but is expectant 
of slowing up during the hot 
weather. 

Only reduction at the Bamberger 
plant has been some changes in 
sustaining artists and switches in 
higher priced talent. Station claims 
a reception radius of but 200 miles, 


at twice that distance. 

WOR explains the smaller radius 
|is sufficient for its department store 
advertising and the other commer- 
cials it carries. WOR is licensed for 
15,000 kilocycles but has not used 
that power to date. 





| Jap Censor Prevents 


Hunt’s Tokio Broadcast 


San Francisco, May 30. 
Japanese censorship stopped Fra- 
zier Hunt, author, from radioing 
news from Tokio to the VU. 
NBC last week. 
Hunt was slated to give a nation- 


shot across the Pacific from 


3ut the Jap censors said ‘No.’ 


| 


| 


8. via. 


was to have’ 


| plotters, 





charges for services and how dis- 
tributed. The talent will be further 
sub-itemized, detailing the various 
amounts for singers, orchestra and 
artists and not as a unit. 

The round figure idea has been 
the cause of considerable dispute 
between advertisers and their show 
with allegations that the 


‘latter have overcharged the adver- 


| tiser 


Saying that at the most it would | 
cost WNYC $240 for the engineer- 
ing change. 

WMCA contends that another 
reason why WNYC resists switch- 
ing with WPCH, although 
| move would permit the station 80 
hours weekly of broadcasting in- | 
stead of the present 20, is that 
WMCA builds an audience for| 
WNYC. 





| Personal Representative 


| 


and pocketed 
which supposedly 


the difference 
was charged off 


this | to talent tolls. 
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Thomas G. Rockwell 
Mills- Rockwell, Inc. 
799 Seventh Ave. 
NEW YORK 
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Night Club Reviews 


FROLICS, L. A. 


Culver City, May 26. 


[Inspired by the success he at- 
tained with the Frolics during a 
short period of operation, Jack 
Lewis, figuring the gold rush days 
are coming back to California with 
the Olympic Games, has moved his 
plant under the skies to handle 
some 1,250 people. 


Place is laid out similar to the in- 
terior, with tables arranged in tiers 
Unusu- 
and 
establishment 
give it sort of hippodrome touch. 
Has a sliding canvas roof for the 
cold nights, and is also heated. It 
will have to play to almost capacity 
every night to let the operators get 
over the finishing tape. 


and dance space in center. 
floor 
of entire 


ally large and length 


breadth 


Irving Aaronson and his Com- 
manders are the band attraction, 
with the output $2,500, which is 
around $1,000 less than the aggrega- 
tion got two years ago when they 
created a local furore at the Roose- 
velt hotel. 


3alance of the show, including a 
Marimba band, is easily another 

2.500, which makes it the heaviest 
output for entertainment at any of 
the night resorts. 

Seems to be a mistake in throw- 
ing so much audible talent at the 
customers here as was on opening 
show. With the blue sky dome, 
voices, even though mikes are used, 
do not penetrate properly through 
the large place. 

The Aaronson band getting in on 
the opening day had little chance 
for rehearsal with rest of local floor 
show. Having the open air to com- 
bat, it was rather a difficult task to 
penetrate with sound and get the 
same effect an enclosed room gives. 
Sweet music went over well, bat 
the hot stuff they emitted did not 
quite reach. Naturally not being 
accustomed to the place it would be 
unfair to judge the unit by the 
opening night. The vocal trio, 
which was also surefire on the floor 
always, failed to rouse the auditors 
to the extent of taking their chins 
from their elbows. Red Stanley, 
always oke here with his dancing, 
had the mob for him all through 











Music Guide 











IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“LULLABY OF THE LEAVES” 
“GOSH DARN” 
“IN MY HIDEAWAY” 
“WHY CAN’T THIS GO ON 
FOREVER?” 





Due to popular demand we have 
lifted all restrictions from, and 
now release 


“Let’s Have Another Cup 
of Coffee’’ 


Song Hit of “FACE THE MUSIC” 


1607 Broadway, New York 

















“I've Got the Words—I’ve Got 
the Tune 


HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 
“HELLO, SWEETHEART, HELLO” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 
(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 


“EVERYTIME MY HEART BEATS” 


“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE MOON 
My Man’s Gone” 


“WHEN YOU’R GETTIN’ ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








RADIO, DANCE 


“LIGHTS OF PARIS ’’ 
“LAFFIN’ AT THE FUNNIES” 


‘UNDERNEATH THE SUMMER 
MOON” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 


158-160 West 45th St., Mew York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


TALMIE Hare 








“TWO LOVES” 
‘“‘*MARDI-GRAS”’ 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


{his endeavors. They also \armed 
to Phil Saxe, who is the band m. ec. 

Leading the floor show were Jack 
Holland and June Knight. Latter 
not to be confused with the girl in 
current ‘Hot Cha’ in New York. 
Present one was Holland’s partner 





10 years ago, and only returned to 
work after recent death of her hus- 
band. Team kno . to the regu- 
lars and got big greeting coming on 
and off Their floor routine is 
| smartest seen hereabouts in many a 
[day. And if Holland would trek 
east that $400 a week the couple 


get here could be increased. 
Christine Marsten, wife of Aaron- 


|son, came next in the laurel line 
with her rhumba gyrations. She 
gave it to them hot and plentiful, 


creating quite a sensation. 

Line girls, snappy and most 
youthful in appearance, opened 
many an eye. Routine of three 
numbers staged by Moe Morton 
clicked in great fashion. Showing 
the girls a little more would do no 
harm, as the males out here love to 
view it. 


Ben Blue, for some reason or 
other, in for opening week. His 
chatter and tricks drew an omelet, 
as did his clowning efforts in trying 
to get the celebs out to do their 
stuff. Jimmie Durante finally was 


compelled to tickle the ivories and 
vocalize a number. Got the ovation 
of the night. 

Marimba band is a questionable 
booking, as L. A. has been getting 
that type of music in all the night 
spots. 

Place is not immune to the night 
dew that collects all over. Opening 
night it made things pretty slippery 
for those who tread it after mid- 
night. 

Starter was $5 a head, including 
eats. Regular nights $1 and with 
about 800 desirable seats in the 
place it looks as though Saturday 
and Sunday will have to carry the 
week's overhead. 

If the management figures the 
Olympic crowd as their ace in the 
hole there is a chance to pay for 
this addition to the place. But if 
they must rely upon the locals it is 
likely to turn out another story. 

° Call. 


PARK CENTRAL ROOF 


(Noble Sissle Band) 
New York, May 20. 

Hotel Park Central got the jump 
on the local summer roof garden 
season by opening first, moving 
Noble Sissle’s orchestra from the 
Florentine grill to the 26th story 
terrace restaurant which has the 
advantage of an enclosure and re- 
movable air passageways. This 
served the hotel in good stead, for 
the opening, which happened to 
fall on a cool night and which 
probably accounted for the light 
premiere trade. 

The Sissle orchestra is the dance 
feature as before. Ta 2. CCU 
smart in retaining the aggregation, 
which it has taken so much pains 
to ballyhoo. Furthermore, the idea 
of a colored dance aggregation in 


what of a novelty. 

It gives the P. C. an economic 
distinction whereas it might other- 
wise go overboard on the dance 
music investment with some other 
name band. Sissle can further be 
exploited for his past performances 
at the smart Ciro’s in Paris and on 
the Riviera. 

Interspersing the dance session, 
Lee Barton Evans, Negro song de- 
lineator, is a nice enough interlude. 
He did three numbers, opening with 
‘Ol’ Man River,’ and revistered all 
the way. 

No couvert for dinner; $1 
10 p.m. and $2 on Saturdays. 

Abel. 


PAVILLON ROYAL 


(Merrick Road) 
Valley Stream, L. I., May 28. 

John Steinberg’s Pavillon has been 
a consistent money maker and this 
season should not be different. 

Smith Ballew and his orchestra, a 
w. k. crew of society musikers and 
with a mild radio rep, is set for the 
|summer, or until Aug. 1 at least 
| when there might be a switch. Bal- 
jlew has a pleasing style of instru- 
mentation and with the WABC wire, 


after 





|which is forthcoming this week, 
should prove a draw. 

Pavillon can accommodate 2,000, 
1,500 in the garden and 500 under 


the roof. There's no couvert but a 
minimum check ef $2 per person. 

Marque and Marquette, dance 
team, are featured on the floor. 
Couple are expert society dancers. 

Opening night Friday (27) saw 
the usual quota of uncomplaining 
music publishers, with Jack Oster- 
man m. cing. Tex Guinan’s Casa, 
down the road a few miles at Lyn- 
brook, staged a preview opening the 
same night but the Pavillon did its 
share of business. 


| HOTEL PIERRE 


New York, May 26. 
The chic Pierre has its roof gar- 
den perched atop the 41st floor, 
overlooking Central Park at 6lst 











62 West 45th Street, New York City 








Street. In Joe Moss, who came into 


a midtown hotel is in itself some-. 





Just for a Change 


Just as a novelty, Jack Os- 
terman received payment from 
John Steinberg for m. c’ing the 
opening and week-end proceed- 


ings at Pavilion Royale, the 
Merrick roadhouse. 
Osterman laid off at two 


roadhouse openings last week 
—Isham Jones’ Pelham Heath 
Inn and Ozzie Nelson’s Glen 
Island Casino premieres—be- 
cause they called up and wanted 
to pay him off in food and min- 
eral water. They got him, how- 
ever, for the Hotel Pierre's 
opening, but, sez Jake the Oys- 
terman, it was a high-class 
deadhead date. 











prominence of late with Walter 
Winchell’s Lucky Strike programs, 
the swank hostelry for the first 
time has a personality band. Here- 
tofore it was one of those conserva- 
tive string combos, camouflaged be- 
hind the palms. 

With Moss, whose prominence in 
the past has been along other chan- 
nels, the Pierre has a draw possi- 
bility. Moss is the debutantes’ fa- 
vorite maestro. For long he and his 
Meyer Davis orchestras have offi- 
ciated at most of the important 
coming-out and wedding galas of 
the society bunch. Hence his spot- 
ting into the Pierre is a natural to 
draw that younger set which still 
has an abhorrence for anything west 
of 5th, in addition to which Moss 
should draw a few live ones into the 
Pierre. This hotel hasn’t been ex- 
empt from the general dearth of 
cash customers. 

Roof restaurant is one of 
prettiest summer dining rooms in 
New York. It evidences good taste 
in every degree. 

It has been scaled seemingly for 
popular appeal with a $3 club din- 
ner and only $1 couvert after 10. 
Drink mixers are 50c the bottle. 
Any stay-overs from dinner past the 
1¢ p. m. barrier exempts the couvert 
charge, evidencing the hotel figures 
primarily on the heavy dinner ol 
el. 


Iceland Went for $3,000 
A Week as Dansant 


Iceland, New York, which closed 
a couple weeks ago after a costly 
attempt at depression-price ball- 
room admission of 50c. without 
hostesses, may try again as an ice 
palace only. 

The dance angle for Iceland is 
reported as having proved one of 
the most costly of its kind. On top 
of a $600,000 mortgage against the 
place, the owners went for around 
$3,000 a week after paying $12,000 
to install the dance floor. The at- 
tempt endured for 10 weeks. 

Hal Lee of Wall street, one of 
the directors of the Iceland corpo- 
ration, brought up his brother, Rob- 
ert E. Lee, and his orchestra of 13 
when the dancing was put into the 
place, 


the 


A 








Circus Floor Show 


George Olsen’s orchestra goes in- 
to the Hollywood Gardens, Pelham, 
June 10. Engagement is for three 
months. 

Instead of the usual floor show, 
Gardens will this season feature a 
small three ring circus. A ferris 
wheel and merry-go-round will also 
be fixed up on the grounds outside, 
with novelty the aim. 





Tex’s ‘Racket Dears’ 


Although Texas yuinan’s cash 
opening of her La Casa Guinan 
roadhouse at Valley Stream, L. L, 
occurred Saturday (28) night, she 
staged a preview premiere in the 
Hollywood manner on Friday for 
invited guests, with everything on 
the house. This not only took in the 
newspaper bunch, but the show 
mob. 

Many came 
lantic Seach 
same night 


At- 
the 
crowd 


from the 
opening 
the same 


over 
club's 
and 


opening of his Pavillion Royal at 
Lynbrook, also on the Merrick road. 

Tex is ballyhooing her little girls 
as the ‘racket dears.’ 


LA GUINAN’S FIND 
Paris, May 21. 

Texas Guinan’s life during her 
stay in Paris was entirely devoid of 
any publicity, thus countering the 
adverse effect of her previous mis- 
adventure. On the last day of her 
stay there was a cocktail party at 
the Boeuf Sur Le Toit, where she 
drank nothing but coffee. It was 
during this party that she made 
arrangements for Lily Guitteau, a 
colored dancer, currently at the 
Royal, to accompany her to New 
York and introduce there the new 








dence. La Guinan said she expects 
to work in Paris next winter 








commuted between John Steinberg’s | opening. 
Keith’s theatre, home of Berkell's | 





—<——— == 


CHATTER 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


a. 
a] 


M. c.’s extinct locally. 

Par staff takes a shore cottage. 

Looks like Shubert seasonal fad- 
ing. 

Mac McKerness acquires reducing 
belt, 


Ackhowledging Dolores’ Farris 
photo. 
Ringling-B. & 3B. circus here 
June 17. 


Freddy Scoville spent four years 
as a gob. 

Billy Elder 
College. 

Gene Curtis in and hopped back to 
Montreal. 

Tony golf clubs plugging for new 
members. 

Mrs. Henry 
for summer. 

Soon time for summer stock spots 
throughout state. 

Par gang would like’to hear from 
Kearney Walton. 

Roger Sherman gang misses soft- 
spoken Tom Brown. 


back on deck at the 


Busse to Minnesota 


Locals got thrill from ‘Huddle’ 
scenes filmed at Yale. 
Walter L. Main circus here at 


lowest top (75c) ever. 

Eddie Hill has a prize collection 
of autographed photos. 

One nabe gives free gas and oil to 
patrons one nite weekly. 

Bing Crosby crashed sports page 
in pose with Albie Booth. 

Tom Fitzsimmons is counseling 
stagehands in local strike. 

Tony Acquarulo breaks out white 
flannels for that N. Y. trip. 

Rosa Ponselle returns. to 
apartment from local hosp. 

Par boys cleaned up so much on 
first dance will run another. 

Myrtle Beach concessionaires win 
right to run gaming wheels. 

After four shows daily, Patsy 
Marr spends Sundays practicing. 

Spencer hotel housing almost 4s 
many layoffs as playing troupers. 

Civic Opera Comique organized 
here to produce opera at pop prices. 

Tuesday nites Bijou offers fans 
everything but the manager's shirt. 

Arthur Benline’s old Fox chair 
now occupied by two other fellows. 

When trickier striped pants are 
worn, Harry Cohen will wear them. 

Buster Lomax works for Harry 
Arthur between trips to Commercial 
garage. 

Harvey Cocks burns up if you say 
you never heard of his naval boxing 
exploits. 


Sil? 


Louisville 


Martin Moore, ‘Times’ news staff, 
adds girl to family. 

Credo Harris’ play, 
Door,’ to be produced. 

Harry Diekman carrying on at 
Madrid four nights week. 

Marion Green, drammer-dammer 
on ‘Times,’ gave show of her own 
at Arts Club. 

Jack Bigelow and Musical Misses 
open Fontaine Ferry Park. Al Gor- 
man’s band in dance hall. 

Lester Vail, new leading man at 
National Stock, deserts pictures to 
come to Louisville. Arrived by air- 
plane. 

Harry J. Martin, Nat'l megr., gave 
week of be-efit performances for 
two slain policemen. Forty local 
players in cast, including Hugh 
Sutton in lead. 

H-P boys given pep talk by Pub- 
lisher John M. Gallagher, who 
thinks things are beginning to look 
brighter and may give gang lift 
back toward regular salaries. 

Sixteen orchestras, about all tal- 
ent in city, celebrated ‘Living Mu- 
sic’ Day by playing in downtown 
stores last Wednesday. Stunt ar- 
ranged in co-operation with ‘Times- 
C-J.’ 


‘Elevator 





Indianapolis 


By Gene Haynes 


Night baseball pulled 10,000 


stock, starts summer season. 


Ohio, Skouras-Publix, again dark | 


after week of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 
Ted Nichols, Skouras-Publix p. a.., 


has gone in for golf and swimming. | 


Walter Shead has 
publication, ‘Democrat.’ 
of Larry Shead. 

More money 


new weekly 


cuts 


offices. ‘Times’ and ‘News’ the! 
latest to drop wages. 
Reports still out that either Fan- 


chon & Marco units or local stage 
outfit will go into Circle. 

International Speedway race left 
the town in a mess. Patrons ate, 
slept and drank on streets, 

Municipal swimming pools being 
renovated for summer. Have some 
of the most elaborate in country. 

B. V. Sturdivant went to Cincy 
and personally selected the WLW 
stage show for Indiana. Has 46 
pertormers, 


at | 


A broti *7 


i 
in newspaper | 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 





Mt. Vernon bans sidew 
hoos. 

Jackie Cooper visitor 
home of W. A. Orr, east M-G- 

Crooner Will Osborne tr "he 
saxateers booked at Playland for 14 
weeks, 

Met opera co. to give seven per. 
formances at County Center next 
season. 

Tuckahoe pretty well aridized 
when Feds closed six speaks and 
roadhouses in one night. 

Wedding in lion’s cage feature of 
White Plains Elks’ circus. Albert 
Brass and Dorothy Tucker made 
one. 

W. T. Leon and W. K. Heyman, 
= Rochelle, county bridge champs 
in ourney by Macy rs 
chain. ot, a 

W. R. Nigley, banquet manager 
of Astor hotel, New York, ordered 
to pay wife, Amelia L. Nigley, Mt. 
Vernon, $100 weekly and $1 200 
counsel feé pending divorce action, 


alk bally. 


at Yonkers 





News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 42) 


and the mortgage 
the rroperty. 


holders, bought 





After the Dawson Variety Players, 
traveling stock, were booked for a 
one-week stand at Hinckley, Minn., 
the city council rejected the troupe's 
application for a permit. Claim was 
money would be taken out of the 
town where home talent should be 
patronized instead. 


Lou Breese, stage band leader of 
the Minnesota, Minn., obtained a 
license to marry Capitola Howe in 
his home town. 





Omaha theatre men are protest- 
ing the operation of carnivals there 
this summer. Complaint has been 
lodged with the city that permitting 
traveling organizations at this time 
would be poor economics. 

Heavy cloudburst breaking over 
Warren, O., struck the Hagenback- 





Wallace circus tents threatening 
serious damage. Animals became 
unruly for a while but finally 
quieted. 

Omaha fire prevention force is 
dramatizing a fire over station 
WOW every week. 

Abbreviated bathing suits for 


femmes has been okayed in Chi in 
a test case before Judge Frederick 
Elliott. Charge was a violation of 
an old ordinance, going back to the 
bloomer days, 


Alimony Club in Chicago, once a 
popular institution behind the bars, 
is dwindling.: Now has but eight 
members. Judge Sabath is respon- 
sible for the decline. 





James 
husband 


Stanley 
of Peggy 
won a $1,500 suit 
him in Chicago 
clothing company. 


Joyce, once the 
Hopkins Joyce, 
brought against 
by a New York 





Asking $75,000 damages, Dorothy 
Guy, Chi beauty contest winner, is 
suing in superior court for injuries 
sustained in a motor accident last 
February. 





Robert Holton, believed to be an 
orchestra manager, is being sought 
by police on complaint of having 
defrauded three students in Peeria, 
Ill., of $100 apiece. Holton is said 
to have promised the boys jobs. 
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My New Song 
“HAVING A GOOD TIME, 
WISH YOU WERE HERE” 
| Goes for You 
From Me in California 


| AL DUBIN 
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son solos the vocal chorus in the 
>companion piece. Columbia 2640. 


. by the Havana 


* 22977 are both 


‘fair orchestra (London). 





Tuesday, May 31, 1932 
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Disc Reviews 


——_—__— 


Russ Columbo 
‘Paradise’ and ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ in 
the popular crooning manner. Nice 
interpretations by Columbo with ex- 





pert orchestral embellishment, Vic- 
tor 22976. 
Whiteman-Van Steeden 
Paul Whiteman and Peter Van| 
Steeden coupled with ‘Lawd, You} 
Made the Night Too Long’ and 


, 


‘Everything Must Have an Ending. 
Rhythmic foxtrots in the expert 





manner with Red McKenzie and 
Chick Bullock, respectively, on the} 
vocalizations. Victor 22984. | 

Specht- Miller 


The sprighily ‘You're the One’ by 
Paul Specht and ‘Them Good Old 
Times’ by Bob Miller make for ac- 
ceptable foxtrotology Harris and 
the Hoover Boys assist Specht’s as- 
signment vocally, and Dick Robert- 





Dan Russo 


Russo, a vet dance purveyor, still 
retains his Orioles label after his 
names. He is partial to the ‘scat’ 


school of rhythmology. ‘Goofus’ and} 
‘Ding Dong Daddy’ are his hotcha| 
foxtroteries and okay, too, Colum- 
bia 2641. | 
| 

Jerry Behrens 

To guitar accomp, Behrens yodels| 
‘Carmelita’ in the Frank Crumit} 
doggerel style. teverse is a bit} 
more staid, ‘You Were Glad You 
Had Broken My Heart’; as sad as it! 
sounds. Okeh 41562. 


Joseph White 

Still billed as the Silver-Masked |} 
Tenor, dating back to the pioneer- | 
ing Silvertown Cord orchestra radio 
programs, White balladizes in sym- 
pathetic manner. ‘T’m So Alone 
with the Crowd’ and 
and Mother of Mine’ are tiptop for} 
his style. Victor 22981. 


Havana Novelty Orch 
‘Adios’ rumba and ‘Bonita’ tango 
Novelty orchestra 
are a novelty dance couplet. ‘Adios’ 
is better known as the Hotel BIIt-! 
more, N. Y., dance band’s theme! 
song. Enric Madreguera, the Bilt- | 
more maestro, composed it with Ed- 
die Woods. A couple of Argentini- 





ans, Bill Polla and William J. Me- | 

Kenna, turned out ‘Bonita.’ Victor! 
22963. 

Art Kassel 

The maestro of his Kassels in the] 

Air orchestra, specially popular 

“around Chicago, knows his dansa- 


pation with ‘Strangers’ and ‘What a 
Life” Expert foxtrotology. Colum- 
bia 2643. 


Buddy Campbell 
Okay dance disc on Okeh 41563 in 


the snappy manner by Buddy 
Campbell. ‘When Nobody Else Is 
Around’ and ‘What a Life,’ both 


brisk foxtrots, lend themselves to 
heated interpretations. 


Wayne King 
Wayne King’s ‘waltz king’ radio 
rep is capitalized by Victor on 
waltz-foxtrot couplets, although No. 
four-four numbers 
of the smooth, melodic style which 
has become associated with the Chi 





band leader. ‘When the Lights 
Are Soft and Low’ and ‘A Moment 
in the Dark’ has Ernie Burchell 


contributing vocally. 

Victor 22980 sees a waltz, ‘When 
the Sun Goes Down on a Liitle! 
Prairie Town’ backing up ‘Deep in 
Your Eyes,’ with King vocalizing. 

Waring’s Pennsylvanians 

‘Rhymes’ and ‘How Am I Doin’? 
fs one of the best by the Warings 
in a long time. Swell novelty 
dance couplet in a rowdy, somewhat | 


ribald hokum manner of the ‘seat’ 


school. Will probably panic the 
collegians, Victor 22978. 


Ray Noble 
Imported records made in Europe 
by Ray Noble and his New May- 
Selections 
Werner Richard Hey- 
‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa 
‘Just Once for All Time’ and 
‘Live, Laugh and Love.’ Latter 
waltz is the better composition. 
Noble does well by ‘em both insiru- 

mentally. Victor 22964. 

Jimmie Grier 
Grier was until last week the | 
maestro at the. L. A. Ambassador 
hotel’s Cocoanut Grove, whose or- 
echestra he conducted. It’s ‘the’ 
spot on the Coast. ‘Bon Voyage to 
Your Ship of Dreams’ and ‘I've 
Paid for Love’ on Victor 22970 isn't 
as distinguished a couplet as ‘One 
Hour with You’ from the Chevalier 


are from 
mann's 
film). 


Picture and ‘Music in the Moon- 
light.’ Latter is Grier’s radio 
theme song. Donald Novis and 


Dick Webster do their stuff vocally 
in capital fashion. 


George Olsen 


Some more ‘Hot-Cha’ tunes by 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson, 
equally as fetching as the acered- 
ited hits. The show has one 


‘That Daddy | a: 


;over 


ito $1 





By Abel Green 
+ 


Broken by Golf Course, 
Bankrupt by Singing 


Los Angeles, Mey 30. 





Sidney L. Eastman, singer, 


ing for bankruptcy 
his difficulties 


in a miniature golf ccurse and then 


status, got in 


through investment 
took singing lessons. 
that William 


lessons is 


Eastman remarks 
Reese's $600 bill for the 
unjust, as when he had paid 
teacher all the money he had, 


latter 


teach him gratis for the cause of | 


art. 


Singer’s big debt is $3,500 owed 


A. L. Eastman, not due for two and | 


a half years. His only assets are 
$50 worth of clothes. 





S-B Suing Chicago Firm 


For Alleged Infringement | 


Shapiro-Bernstein is suing M. M. 
Cole, Ine., Chicago, for copyright 
four of its 
songs were printed without permis- 


infringement, claiming 


sion, 


The songs, claim S-B, were used 


ii a book titled ‘Walter Peterson | 
Folio.’ 


Titles of the S-B songs al- 
leged to have been infringed 
are ‘Death of Floyd Collins,’ ‘Dream 
of the Miner’s Child,’ 
Child’ and ‘When the 
Down Upon the Mountain.’ 


S-B is suing for statutory dam-| 


Co-op Symph 


Cleveland, May 30. 


Summer symphony concerts on at 


ask- 


the | 
the | 
stated he would continue to | 


upon | 


‘Engineer's! 
Moon Shines | 


| OKEH VS. VICTOR 


| Disc Companies in Suit Over Louis 











Armstrong 
Hollywood, May 30. 

Okeh Phonograph Co. has applied 
to the federal courts to enjoin 
Louis Armstrong from recording 
for the RCA Victor Co. 

Okeh claims exclusive right to 
| the services of the colored singer 
junder a contract made in 1927. 
| Final option does not expire until 
May 6, 1933 and then three months 
i must elapse before he an record 


elsewhere, 
Hearing on temporary injunction 
| before 


June 6. 


Judge George Cosgrove 


‘Two Firms Clamping 
| Down Completely on 
| Free Orchestrations 


Both 
|formed Lawrence 
Mills-Tommy 


tobbins and the 


Musie Co. 


newly 
(Irving 
tockwell) are 
idea of 
completely on 


going 
down 
orchestrations. 


in for the cutting 


iree 


| Robbins, long established, will 
eliminate the gratis supply, rely- 
jing on the company’s road men to 
jcover the high spots, and _ the | 
others must buy through the $3- 
per-annum orchestra club. 

Last year Robbins mailed out 


/ 141,000 orchestrations. Now it is 
intended that less than 100 free 
orchestrations per new number must 
needs be distributed gratis; the rest 
to be paid for. 

Robbins 
$1 a year 
copies and 


also 
club 


will inaugurate a 

for professional 
conserve likewise along 
those lines, 


| Lawrence Music’s 


idea is even 
more radical, Mills-Rockwell con- 
trol a galaxy of radio artists and 
Lawrence will publish only songs 
|featured by their radio clients. 
These numbers will be restricted 
| 100°, to their own acts. Only ex- 


be in the case where 
dispensation is ap- 


ception may 


some special 


co-operative basis will be tried out! proved, in which case ~ Lawrence 
by 60 members of local symphony |! will charge a fee for the arrange- 
orchestra. With a dearth in other | ment. This charge will carry with 
musical activities here, boys figure|it an okay for public performance, 
coffee-and-cakes better than noth-| but otherwise there can be no radio 
ing at all. lor other rendition from any other 

Experiment will be carried out/form of improvired orchestration 


dozen concerts in Severance 
Hall, beginning June 1, with a 25c 
admission scale. 


Fix Chi Symph Scale 


Chicago, May 30. 

Local Symphony Orchestra situa- 
tion has finally been straightened 
out with the musicians’ union. The 
men will get a slight increase but 
will play fewer concerts. 

Concession by the union followed 
weeks of controversy. 





EXPLOITATION DISCS 


Stept & Powers had Durium 
make 1,500 midget recordings of ‘I 
Beg Your Pardon, Mademoiselle,’ 
for exploitation purposes for $150. 
Phil Spitalny’s orchestra did the 
recording. 

Midge dises are being distributed 
gratis to jobbers and orchestra 
leaders, 





HERE AND THERE 
Joey 


y Stool will be brought into 
the New York office of DeSylva. He 
is DeSylva’s Chicago man. 








sheet, 

Rockwell centrol Law- 
Victor Young is not a part- 
merely a contracted composer 
land arranger, although Youn;:, has 
the special privilege of selling his 
songs on the outside as well. He 
is suodposedly gearanteed $20,000 a 
|year by the M-R firm to take care 
of radio programs, ariangements, 
etc, 

l’‘irst group of songs which Law- 
rence Music is publishing for the 
use of the Mills Brothers and Bos- 
well Sisters solely are ‘Old Min of 
the Mountains,’ ‘You Gotta Hey 
Dey Dey to Get Along With Me’ 
and ‘Strange As It Seems.’ 


or seratch 
Mills 


j rence, 


and 


ner, 





SOUTH IN CONGRESS 
Chicago, May 30. 

Eddie South with an augmented 
eight-piece combination goes into 
the ballroom of the Congress hotel 
for a four-week engagement, start- 
ing June 11. 

South and his colored aggregation 


were formerly at the Club Rubai- 
yat, Which folded for the summer. 
; Band will broadcast nightly over an 
|NBC local hookup. Booking was} 


made direct with the hotel by Bil) 





Report Warners Wants 
To Drop Famous Music 





lic ily woos May 30. 
Lal \ Spier and Sam Coslow 
former owners of Famous Music 
} when it was Spier & Coslow, and 


i both now under contract—former as 


! 


\ 


Victor and Woolworth Near Deal 
For Marketing of New 


20c Record 


Arrangements are being made be- 
tween Victor and Woolworth for tha 


fechain store to handle Victor discs 
exclusively to retail at 20c 
Meetings between Victor na 
Woolworth to complete the deal 
were held all last week, with tl 
last meeting on Friday (27). Ac- 
ording to reports thers is one hitch 
in the negotiations which will have 
to be cleared up for the deal to go 
through. Woolworth wants Victor 


| gene ral manager and latter as staff | 
i; writer—both had their documents 
| extended for an additional three 
| months upon agreement to take a 


110% cut. 
Short tenure of the extension may 
radical 


; mean change in th. ecom- 

| pany. Rumbles that Warners, 
which owns a half interest through | j 
|}control of Harms, may pull out. 


Disc Firm’s Coast Branch 


World Broadcasting System and 


its subsid, Sound Studios of New 
| 

| York, Inec., have opened a Coast 
; ° . 

| branch in the Metropolitan (film) 


Hollywood, as a direct 
| means to ‘can’ film talent 

recorded broadcast 

| Pat Campbell is in charge, A. J. 
| Kendrick, president of Sound Stu- 
| dios, going to the Coast to econsuni- 
| mate 


studios in 
dise 


for 
purposes, 


deiails, 


Cal. Plugger Shakeup 


Los Angeles, May 30 
| Coast song pluggers shifted 
jaround during the past week, with 


| Jack Stern, Los Angeles Berlin rep, 


jresigning to devote ail his time to 


jhis KHJ programs. Abe Lloom, 5. 
iF. man for Berlin, will handle the 
| coast. 

| tobbins coast changes leave Dick 
Arnold in charge of the territory 
from San Francisco, with Harry 
Coe, L. A. and Car) Winge, Seattle, 
| out. Artie Mehlinger back from 
|New York to take charge of the 


local Remick representation. Mickey 
Hester, plugger 
|through, leaving Leona Zadeck do- 
jing a solo. 

Coast office of Famous was sealed 
| Saturday (28) with Eddie Janis 
ijmoving his pro copies over to the 
|Paramount studio. He will rep:e- 
sent the Par music subsidiary on 


for Conrad, is 


the lot as well as handle the Pacitic! 


trade. 

Office shared vy Bobby Gross w th 
Santley and Fred Dempsey, of Fe.st, 
does a Feist solo beginning the first 
of the month with .Gross deal ng 
them out of his derby. This leaves 
only the DeSylva, Brown and Hen- 
derson office, in addition to Demp- 
sey, in the Majestic theatre build- 
ing, which formerly housed as many 
as 15 national music firms. 
| Leonard Wilson is here from 
iNew York to handle the Mills musie 
| business here and in San Francisco. 





Bloom Back 
San Francisco, 
Out for two weeks as local rep 
for Irving Berlin, Abe Bloom is 
back with the firm in charge of the 


May 30 





entire Coast. 
lie will continue to make his 
headquarters here, handling J.0s 


| To Wax Film People| 
| 


to put out a dise it can retail for 
less than 20c, whereas Victor insists 
that a retail price of 20c is the best 


it can do. This hitch was to be 


;} cleared up at Friday's meeting, but 


i 


top in 


istandard brand of 





the results of this meeting have not 
been reported yet. 

Iver Woolworth announced 
t would experiment with a 20c price 
about 100 of its 
toward 
num for its 


since 


stores wit) 


a riew this maxi- 


1.800 


adopting 
entire chain of 
have been 
Woolworth for 

Kronberg, 


ores, mechanical 
trying to tie up 

~-Vc disc. M. 
Plaza Music, and 
records, negotiated with Woolwort. 
to supply them with the discs. Ditto 
with Brunswick. Victor, howeve 

Was a step ahead of both of them. 


New Brand Name 


men 


owner tt 


jobbers, Crown 


never handled a 
discs due to iis 
price, selling only a miniature 
record. What Victor’s who):- 
sale price to Woolworth will be if 
the deal goes through hasn't 
reported. Victor will release thee 
aside from its numbers, 
according to report, ani will there- 
have to give another name 
its Woolworth discs. 

If the negotiations go through 
Victor is to have the Woolworth 
outlet for its 20c discs exclusively, 
with the chain store to handle no 
other make. 

Vietor for two years now has been 


Woolworth has 


low 

size 
been 
T5e 


dises 


experimenting with a cheap disc 
and intermittently reports have 
emanated from its plant in Can 


den that it was ready to place a 2iec 
dise on the market. Nothing 
ec me of these reports. 

Woolworth outlets for 20c discs is 
expected to be a mild saviour to the 
eurrent dise situation. 

The Woolv-orth situation as re- 
gards handling sheet music remains 
as it was nearly two months ago, 
when Woolworth temporarily put 
thumbs down on the plan. How- 
ever, publishers still hope the chain 
will handle sheet music by fall. 


ever 





Columbo Wins Prelim 


Hollywcod, May 30. 
Jack Gordean, former partner of 


| Con Conrad ind in on Russ Colume 





bo’s earnings for a third, was de- 
nied an injunction in New York to 
restrain Columbo from working, 
Gordean’s suit charging breach o/ 
eontract. 

New York end was handled by 
Jerome Wilzin, attorney for 
dean. Latter and Charles Kenneth 
Feldman, his local lawyer, go eas! 
in two montns for the trial 


Gor- 


Frisco’s Sabbath Jigging 


San Francisco, May 30. 

Hotel St. Francis hopes to slip one 
over on the clergy and clubwomen 
by sneaking in Sunday night dan - 
ing in the Embassy room, replacin< 
the usual Monday night frolics th 
haven't been so forte on attendanesr 
Management is trying the Sabbat 
hoofing during opening week of Tr« 
Fio-Rito’s band. 

This is first time a local hostel y 
has attempted Sunday night jiggin-, 
having previously left that to tie 
cafes and clubs, while giving the na- 
iives choice chamber music, 


Schwinn Leeves Col 
Chicago, May 36. 
EB. J. Sehwinn, who has been i 


charge of the local Columbia Phor 
ogreuph and Radio company brane: 


nile Roth.tein and Sam Skolnick, Angeles and the Northwest as well. 
300 Myers, band manager and! __ eee oot SON ne f a er een a. 
formerly with the Columbia Phono- | 
graph company, is with the new | ° . 
; Chi band booking agency, Colum- | Sl e { SIC 
| bia Musie Attractions, 
Villa Moret has appointed Phil | sivilabiatiicnaiceninis 
Howard as Chicayvo representative, | ; : ' 
succeeding Hal Tommy. With the pop music busines: now on a par with Peruvian bunds, those 
publishers who have large catalogs, especially of standard or elarsie 
Eddie Carr’s band opened at the | Music, are beginning to concentrate on the publication and plugging of 
Villa-Richard, New Jersey, Satur- | black and white albums and numbers rather than their hi teha product. 
day (28). Followed Paul Tremaine. Witmark, Harms, Sam Fox and Marks are among the firms findins 
r Pee profi's in the smaller but steidier sales of old standbys, 
Don Cave orchestra goes from the | ome 
3roadmoor C. C., Denver, to Can- Tie flock of openings last week had the publishers dizz Stariil 
von hotel, Yellowstone, for the May 23, Buddy Rogers opened at the Pennsyl ania roof. Following ince the resignation of A. J. Heat 
summer. night Freddy Martin opened at the Bossert roof, Brooklyn, and Joe }! oss . do the me izati +, pa 
| owed in at the Hotel Pierre. Isham Joies band opened at the Velram | — . He saa pe bp vk 
‘ =} pees Heath Inn Thursday, while Friday was marked by the openings of the (31). He will join the local Crosis 
those well-balanced scores without) paviliion Koyal with Smith Ballew’s orchestra, and Saturday Texas 
anything particularly outstanding. | ¢.,5;)). nremiered her Valley Stream roadhouse. 
‘Say’ and ‘There’s Nothing the Mat- | te 
ris — dl ee oe Witmark has reissued ‘Califurnia, Here I Come’ and is giving jit &@ plog-! 
ao anlar ‘Gosh Darn!’ and ‘So) &1nK campalsl New orchestration has been mad Leosis Katzma 
Alone in the Crowd’ couplet on Vic Al Joison, one of the auth: has been using it frequent ‘gain sS.nes 
tor 22968. hie t ved on the Coast. 
On Victor 22998 Olsen and White- a 
man back up, Whiteman’s waltz. Only femme song plugger is Leona Zadeck, who doubles in charge of Con 
‘Voice in the Old Village Choir, | «nae H-Jlywood branch fee, Conrad eont! , , ‘ 
contrasting with the distinguished Te ae Veer ;' ae: wie magenta : . 
‘Lullaby of the Leaves,’ foxtrot, b) = oo = — ’ ‘ 
. Gernice Petkere. 
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CONGRESS 


This showing spot, sponsored 
the Morris office, stands alone now | 
that the Kedzie is out and the RKO} 
bookers and agents are climbing the 
Congress mezz every Wednesday 
eve. Only drawback here is the ab- 
sence of ‘full-stage acts, what with 
the stage crew being eliminated. 
Still, plenty acts in ‘one’ may be} 
viewed at this house each week good | 
for either vaude or picture houses. 

Motive of the Congress showings 
are essentially for vaude anyway. 
Originally .aimed for Fanchon & 
Marco and with that organization 
still covering the shows, it now 
looks like a break locally as well 
Meanwhile the B&K house is profit- 
ing by the venture, with the chances 
good for the previews extending into 
the summer. Congress is a big 
house, over 3,000 seats, which handi- 
caps some talking acts, but gener- 
ally it’s a break for the acts in be- 
ing properly set off and in front of 
a sizable audience . 

Last week's bill of five acts had 
Jack Burnett, put in as m. c. only, 
doubling in a spot of his own when 
one of the acts fell out. That was 
Master Gilbert, kid who’s been seen 
around quite a lot. Burnett's job of 
doubling was a little too much for 
him. He had all he could do to get 
by gracefully with his introductions 
but didn’t have much luck when 
trying to sing and give imitations. 

Gifford and Pearl, mixed comedy 
team, seen around these preview 
nights several times, did nicely in 
the second spot with a receptive 
audience. Doubtful for the smaller 
houses, especially family spots, with 
some questionable material here and 
a couple of healthy ‘hells’ for no 
valid reason. Nora Sullivan, all by 
herself, tried vainly to get her songs 
over with the aid of the pit orches- 
tra. Piano beside her would help a 
lot. As is, Miss Sullivan looks too 
uncomfortable up there alone, and 
her voice is not so prepossessing. 

Sid Lewis, who has. probably 
played every type of house in his 
day, is still lingering in those mem- 
ories. At least his material sounds 
that way. Lewis is not a fellow to 
take chances of his dubious gags 
laying there, so he carries along a 
plant with a loud voice who starts 
the guffawing off until it becomes 
infectious. Quite an idea man this 
Lewis. Three Gingersnaps, another 
one of the now regular weekly col- 
ored dancing acts here, showed 
some flashy stepping. Boys start 
with harmonizing, perhaps trying 
for a Mills Bros. effect, which they 
shouldn't even attempt. 

Rainy weather affected biz. 

Span. 


| 
by 


Earl Ross will late this week 
open a dramatic stock company un- 
der cunvas at Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Ross has formerly had several Chi- 
cago stock troupes. 


Stratford, a southside Warner 
house, will next week go to two 


changes a week after having been 
a full-week spot. Move is made 
following the closing of the RKO 





Englewood across the street, which 
will make available the RKO Radio, 
Pathe and Universal product. B. & 
K. Southtown, down the street, will, 
no doubt, also snipe some of this 
extra material. 


Louis Laemmle reopened his loop 





Casino after a one-week shutdown. 


Peaches Browning cpens this 
week at the State-Congress bur- 
lesque spot, after having done a 
two-week stretch at the other bur- 
ley, the westside Academy. Repori- 
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ed salary at the State-Congress is 


750. Worked at the Academy on 
guarantee and percentage. 


—— 


MICHE 
(Continued from page 25) 

ceedingly funny, especially in her 
scenes with Dranem, both forming 
avery happy comedy team. Some 
comedy also by Magdalaine Berubet, 
acting a terrific bore. Opposition to 
the girl is done by Edith Mera in 
the guise of a foreign countess. She 
is given a for?ign accent. She looks 
far handsomer than in any preced- 
ing picture. The painter is satis- 

factorily done by Robert Burnier. 
Production is an obvious result of 
the current necessity for Paramount 
to produce b.o. pictures at a mini- 
mum price. As such, it is an out- 
standing success. The using of 
sport reels has been cleverly done, 
and the gags come more from sit- 


up best in the cast of supporting 


players, all the men being pretty 
goshawful. 3 
Rene Guissart, who directed, 


seems to be catching on to his work 
at last. He’s still a bit afraid to 
move up on his actors or allow 
them to roam, but there are flashes 


of really intelligent marshalling 
here and there, 
For Americans picture means 


nothing, being inferior to the aver- 

age Hollywood film. To French cus- 

tomers, it'll just about get by. 
Kauf. 


LA FEMME EN HOMME 


(‘The Woman Dressed as a Man’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, May 19. 


A Tobis_ production. Distributed by 
Tobis, France. From a Ugo and Falena 
comedy. Directed by Augusto Genina. 
Registered Tobis. Running time, 95 mins. 
Gaumont Palace, Paris, May 20 
CIRUES. oc cdcccecees eoccceese+-Carmen Boni 
\ | FORT Tr ee eseeee-Armand Bernard 
The Duke of Bressy........-/ Andre Dubosc 
Princesse Marie..... eeeee-Francoise Rosay 

This is one more of the recent 
productions where the star talks 


with a foreign accent, because, de- 
spite the balance of the cast being 


French, it has been found con- 
venient to use a foreign star. 


teal star of the film is not Car- 
men Boni, though she has the title 
role, but Andre Dubosc, in the role 
of an old duke, very similar to the 
part he currently plays on the stage 


uations than mere word play, giving | in Croisset’s ‘Il Etait Une Fois.’ He 
them real screen impact. Picture|js the best French actor for these 
deserves mention in local produc-|parts, and gives a performance 


tion as belonging to a new era of 
French production, which, together 
with dubbed foreign spectacular 
product, will make up the film fare 
here for the next few months. 
Mazi. 


TEXAS GUN FIGHTER 


Quadruple production and Tiffany release. 
Starring Ken Maynard. Story by Ben Co- 
hen. Directed by Phil Rosen. Cast in- 
cludes Sheila Manners, Lloyd Ingraham, 
Harry Woods, Bob Fleming, Edgar Lewis 
and Jim Mason. At Loew’s New York 
theatre one day, May 24, as half of a 
double bill. Running time, 60 minutes, 





Not up to some of the recent 
Maynards, but probably will click 
with the regular customers, particu- 


larly as Maynard’s horse is given 
almost as many chances as he gets. 
Off to a promising start, but sags 
and does not pick up until near the 
close. Hurt by poor dialog and not | 
so good sound, but generally well 
photographed and kept out of doors 
for most of the footage. That helps. 

Maynard breaks with a gang of 
desperados because of a quarrel 
over the split. He wants an in- 
jured member of the gang to share, 
even though he was unable to take 
part in the last raid. They shoot it 
out and he gets away. Saves a girl 
and the stage from attack, gets the 
job as sheriff, is spotted by the gang 
and made to open the safe in the 
express office. He escapes from the 
gang by diving into the river, with 
his hands bound. Turns up to shoot 
it out again, with his horse leading 
the posse to the scene of combat 
and rescue. 

Maynard gets good support from 
Shiela Manners, Lloyd Ingraham 
and the horse. Others usual. 


LA CHANCE 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paramount Joinville production and re- 


lease. Stars Marie Bell. Direction Rene 
Guissart: scenario, adaptation and super- 
vision Yves Mirande. At the Sth Ave, 
Playhouse, N. Y., on grind run, beginning 
May 27. Running time 71 mins, 

IN 4 5. 5 04044609 44095046640640488 Marie Bell 
GastOM ..ccccccccccececcsscses Marcel Andre 
Mme. Mougeot...ee..------ Francoise Rosay 
| Ser eceses--Pierre de Guingand 
VECCOF. cc ccccsess PTTTIT TTT Fernand Fabre 


Just a French picture. Yves Mi- 
rande generally shows more ingenu- 
ity in his concoctions than here, but 
maybe it’s a matter of being over- 
worked in the Joinville studios. Al- 
most every other picture from that 
studio that lands in New York 
seems to be labeled by him. 

It's one of those lessons on the 
wickedness of gambling. Marie Bell 
is the lady who just can’t leave the 
baccarat tables alone. And the nines 
manage to land for her opposition 
most of the time. So she goes com- 
pletely broke, has her furniture, 
jewels and clothes seized and almost 
loses her honor. But Gaston, the 
middle-aged doctor who loves her 
and believes in her, shows up in 
time to forgive her for the finale, 
everything being okay by then. 














which is among his best. 

The story of the old nobleman 
who finds himself possessed of a 
granddaughter when he thought he 
had been taking in a grandson, is 
merely convincing enough to permit 
the story to unfold. Carmen Boni 
in the double role would be satis- 
factory to French audiences if she 
had no accent. Armand Bernard 
as the duke’s secretary gets laughs 
as usual. 


Technique okay. Mavi. 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 17) 


shallow pan 18 inches wide, fed by 
the pump. It overhangs, so that the 
overflow falls directly into the lower 
tank. It is masked in with a rock- 
ery formed by soaking very heavy 
wrapping paper in glue water and 
moulding it over a wooden frame- 
work while it is wet. After it dries 
it is given a coat of thin varnish 
and then painted rock color. A 
couple of water lilies in the tank, 
which has about three inches of soil 
in the bottom, is supplemented by 
potted ferns around the base. 
People stop to look at the display 
and then go inside to keep cool, 


Another Ice Water Gag 


Free ice water gags are always 
good in summer, but some are bet- 
ter than others because they fit in 
more patly. Last year one theatre 
made a host of new friends with 
an idea of supplying free ice water 
to the Fourth of July paraders. 

The manager realized that it was 
a rather long line of march, dis- 
banding at a point where there were 
no drug or confectionery stores. 
When the hot and thirsty men 
reached the end of the line, they 
were greeted by the sight of a truck 
with four barrels of ice water and 
a supply of tin cups. A large sign 
'announced it as the theatre's treat 
but gave credit to the ice’ company 
for participation. The gag made 
more friends for the house than any 
other stunt worked all summer and 
it cost less than $2. » 

Where state or local laws require 
individual drinking cups the latter 
may run into money, but even then 
it may be worth while. Probably 
the paper cups can be at least part- 
ly promoted. 





Aprons Help 

If you are located in a section 
much given to picnics, social, po- 
litical or otherwise, it will pay to 
lay in a stock of bib apro.s of cheap 
but stout stock which can be printed 
or stenciled for your thectre. 

These are to be given the men 
who look after the refreshments, 
both solid and liquid. Generally 
these are volunteer helpers who will 
not think to bring their own and 
who will appreciate the courtesy. 

It sometimes pays to supply 
aprons to hired help at refreshment 
stands, but that is something for 
the individual manager to work out 





~} > Pos “ : 
Marie Bell, from the Comedie/ for himself, since much depends 
| Francaise, shows up much better upon local conditions, but it prac- 
than in previous films of hers seen /tically always pays at amateur 


in New York. She's a fine actress 
and has been needing, it seems, only 
a cameraman and director who un- 
derstand their business. Now if 
someone will find here a worthy 
script she'll do something really 
worthwhile. Francoise Roday shows 











e~eNGTITUTION 


: Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


NER E eR 


INTERNATIONALS 


events, 


Summer Signs 

Some years ago there was always 
to be seen around every theatre be- 
tween Decoration Day and the end 
of September a sign reading, ‘15 
degrees cooler inside.’ Generally it 
was not, and most persons knew 
it, but it was a part of the earls 
ritual, 
Nowadays such signs as ‘cool 
a cave,’ ‘the home of Jack Frost’ 
and similar gags are just as bad in 


as 





that they do not make business 
|unless backed by facts. For con- 
| ditioned houses ‘always cool but 


—<—=>3 
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William B. McCurdy and his stock 
troupe sailed for Honolulu to open 
June 6 for 10 weeks at H. R. See- 
man’s Liberty theatre, Company in- 
cludes Gladys George, Ben Erway, 
Eddie Waller (who also directs), 
Kenneth Gamet, Ralph Remley, 
Boothe Howard, Billie Van Every, 
Francisco Rotoli, Walter .Sherwin, 
Doris Brownlae, Collins Macrae and 
T. P. Blackman. 

Another foreclosure threat against 
Standard Sound studio made last 
week by the E. K. Wood Lumber Ca. 
with a $4,175 suit in Superior court 
and one for $351 in municipal court. 





Plaza theatre, San Diego, is minus 
its new marquee lights, and Pacific 
National Theatres, Inc., is being 


sued in Los Angels for $7,970 on tha 





lights for skipping payments. Suit 
by Neale Rainbow Light Corp., 
which also attached the theatre 
firm’s banl. account. 

Gore Brothers, Inc. and Cc. 


Langley, Ltd., have applied for an 
injunction to prevent foreclosure 
sale on the Club Lido, $500,000 
beach club property at Santa Moni. 
ca, Gores and Langley are $16,384, 
or eight months payments, behind 
on a $200,000 note given the Pacifie 
States Savings & Loan Co., in No« 
vember, 1930. They claim the loan 
company agreed to wait on the pay- 
ments until spring and summer 
business got underway if the Gore 
interests would keep up interest 
payments, 








Jack Frost line and a,thermometer 
showing the 


inside temperature is 
a good bet. For fan cooled houses 
it is better not to brag but to 
create the idea of coolness by a 
light dress for both house and 


lobby. Frosty looking signs are bet- 
ter than the familiar red and yel- 
low combination, and green or blue 
lights are more inviting than 
printed words. 

The big idea is to make the pros- 
pect think he will be cool. More 
than half of the perspiration is in- 
duced by the thought rather than 
the actual temperature. Play to 
the idea. 


Playground Hooks 

If there is a vacation playground 
near your theatre, make every ef- 
fort to hook in to its activities. 
Promote marble contests, game 
competitions or anything else that 
will match the playground super- 
visor’s ideas. 

If they teach folk 
many playgro:nds do, arrange for 
a stage exhibition for the _ best 
pupils toward the close of the sea- 
son, but hang up the idea now to 
give the children enthusiasm. If 
there is a ball nine to play in com- 
petition with other niyes, help to 
finance the tniforms and equip- 
ment through ticket sales. If they 
have manual training offer a prize 
for the best pushinobile and per- 
haps send your carpenter over to 
give the builders’ hints. 

See the supervisor early. Make 
your plans far ahead, and remem- 
ber that if you make a hit with the 
children, you catch the mothers, 
too, 


dancing, and 


Coats Off 


In one of the small and hardup 
towns a manager offered to supply 
the street cleaning force of six men 
with free uniforms with the proviso 
that he be permitted to back sign 
the coats. City fathers gave per- 
mission and he bought the six coats. 

Two days later a hot wave came 
along and a tour of inspection de- 
veloped the fact that every last one 
of the cleaners had discarded his 
coat, which was neatly folded over 
the handlebars of his dust cart. 
Manager has not quite decided 
whether to write down the invest- 
ment to total loss or insist upon 
stenciling the seats of their pants. 


Pays Commission 


Manager is trying the stunt of 
selling four tickets for the reg- 
ular admission and tossing in a 
fifth. Idea is that the hustlers get 
four friends to attend the show and 
get the extra ticket for rustling the 
business. 

Doesn't. figure that he will have 
to hand out many free tickets, 
though he would be glad to, but 
counts on some advertising from 
those who try to form up a party 
and fais. Argues that there will be 
a lot oftalk about the idea that will 
put over the theatre without bring- 
ing the bulk business. Tickets are 
|}on special strips of five each and 
good only when presented collec- 
| tively. 


| For ‘Street of Women’ 

To help Warner's ‘Street. of 
Women,’ and one of the best gags 
will be to work for a co-op page 
lwith stores dealing only = with 
women's ware and situated in the 
shopping district. 
Most towns have a 
mile’ or some similar 
which can be hooked 
that this is the Street of Women. 
With some real bargains to offer, 
the stores should be coaxed to build 
up with banners and pennants to 
| make a gala showing, giving stress 
} to the title as well the store 
offerings. 
| If the stores do not usually em- 
| ploy much newspaper space and 
cannot be persuaded to, it is some- 
times possible to land with a co- 


} : ‘ 
op broadside, which can be turned 





‘ladies’ half 
nomenclature 
to the fact 


as 


never chilly’ means more than the | 


out for 


stores 


the cost of printing. The 
will share the printing bill 
if the theatre gives the distribution, 


Watch the Mats 
Philadelphia ‘Exhibitor’ has due 
up a new one in its warning to 
readers to watch the mats supplied 


by the companies. It seems that 
an exhibitor in that territory or- 
dered a mat and failed to notice 


that the appeal was directed to the 
men and women of St. Louis. Ap- 
parently the copy was intended to 
be sugvestive and to be routed out 
of the cast, but it went in the 
house program as was, and lots of 
people wondered, 

It is a good plan to read every 
line of every mat. Not often so 
bad a break will occur, but often 
the text will not be such as appeal 
to local readers. 


During Repairs 

Repair garage on one of the main 
highways, but outside the metro- 
politan district carries a _e sign 
about 24-sheet size lettered: ‘Have 
your repairs made here and visit 
the Gem theatre while you are 
waiting. Today There is a 
space for the current title, which is 
kept up to date. Sign was erected 





by the garage, but the theatre 
changes the strips with each 
change of. bill. 

It is working so well that the 
garage and the theatre are talk- 
ing over similar signs along the 


road to catch them on the way in. 
Peop's comment on the advantage 
of being able to watch a picture 
while they are waiting, and some 
regulars save up their repairs when 
possible, 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mafl to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING oF 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Circus Openings 





DILL SHOW 


New Philadelphia, O., May 20. 
Sam B. Dill, veteran showman, 
piloting his own motorized circus, 
invaded Ohio and is playing to good 
business, the result of an intensive 
advance campaign and reduced ad- 


mission prices. Show has been on 
the road more than a month, has 
not missed a single stand since 


opening in Dallas April 16. 

The motor 
is the best and the show has re- 
tained the parade, which is a real 
flash; big top canvas is 


tuming a big improvement over 


new, 


that 


equipment of 40 trucks | 


| bass horn player 


and a@ mechanical rigging which 
provides the merriment. Fred Cran- 
dall makes the closing announce- 
ment. 

Henry Kearns, 
ter, has a good 
which knows its 


veteran bandmas- 
eight-piece band 
sawdust. A woman 
attracts much at- 
tention, 


Show has no menageries in con- 
nection with the big top, but in the 
sideshow are displayed the ele- 
phants, ponies and other domestic 


; ones 


} 
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Thrills 


Waiters’ 


(Contirued from page 1) 


that formerly shuddered at 


|anything that smacked of the mid- 


animals as well as six cages of wild | 


cos- | 


of last season, and the performance | 


moves swiftly. 


Ten days in advance, agents come 
into the town, contact with the lo- 
cal. merchants, leave tickets with 


all of the leading stores. Although 


billing advertises admission at 50 
cents, these tickets are available to 
customers of,the merchants at 25 
“cents. 


Same agent also visits the schools, 
arranges, if he can, for dismissal of 
the students in time for the after- 
noon performance and 
tickets to be sold at 10 cents to 
the kiddies. Plan has proved a 
success and the low admission has 
overcome light matinee attendance 
in the smaller towns. 

Show is using only dates in most 
towns, is-doing little country billing, 
but at the larger stands is putting 
up. some lithographs. Dill is de- 
pending largely on the newspapers, 


the advance ticket sale and the 
school tie-up. 
Big show admission is only a 


quarter top at the red wagon for all 
performances, with reserves also a 
quarter. 

Dill is keeping his route a secret, 
contracting the show only about 10 


days in advance and publishes no 
route. 
Circus has almost everything a 


railroad show of 15 to 20 cars 
would carry—240 people, 22 head 
of stock. Big top i 110 feet, 
with three 40's Thele are star 


backs on both sides, divided on one 
side to allow the band truck to be 
spotted and allowance for the en- 
trance from the back door. Blues 
flank .both ends, giving the top 
seating capacity of better 
4,000. 

Three rings are used for the pres- 
entation which runs to a little’ bet- 
ter than an hour and a half, under 
the direction of Fred Crandall, 
also actS as announcer. 

The customary pageant opens 
with all principals and animals 
participating. A four-pony drill in 
the center ring by Capt. Hubbard 
is best of the opening number. 

Followed is the first clown num- 


ber. There are six of Joeys, who do 
acceptable work throughout the 
program, even if many of their 


stunts are old. 

Aerial Howards take the center 
dir spot next, doing double trapeze, 
a nice routine with a thrilling finish. 

Conner: Trio, versatile perform- 
ers, who do no less than seven turns 
in the course of the program, pre- 
sent first their comedy acrobatics. 
The juvenile of the troupe is a real 
performer. 

Swinging ladders, three in. all, 
make a good impression, and this 
number is followed by the first an- 
nouncement of the concert, which 
features ‘Rex,’ the moving picture 
dog. His routine takes up all the 
15 to 20 minutes of the after con- 
cert, admission to which is a dime. 

Wire acts in all three rings are 
next, with monks working all. Cen- 
ter ring holds’ attention. with 
‘Queenie,’ a fox terrier, on the high 
double wire, finishing with a 20-foot 
leap to a net. Capt. Hubbard di- 
recting. 

Clowns hold attention on the hip- 
podrom®t. track, using two : trick 
mules and doing comedy riding. 
Arthur Conner commends attention 
with his ,back slide down a wire 
from the top of the tent, while Ber- 
tha Conners thrills with a daring 
iron jaw slide. 
‘Clown band holds 
doing about eight minutes, 
fering a novelty program. 
with the kiddies. 

‘Buddy,’ a trained seal, a feature 
attraction of the Dill circus for sev- 
eral years, still good. Walter Gea- 
rier, ‘its owner. presents. 

Ed Glendening puts the three ele- 
phants through their routine in the 
next spot, with nothing much new. 
Bulls work well. 

Conner Trio 
turn on the high 
ring display, with 
The-lad in the act is 
Johnny Jordan makes 


in next spot, 
and of- 
A laugh 


offer their feature 
wire for center 
other rings idle. 
piayed up. 
specialty of 


a high table and chair balancing 
turn. Cleo Cavanaugh and Helen 
McLaughlin put their high school 
horses through a pretty routine in 
the two end rings, the act closing 
with trick riding and dancing num- 
bers on: the Hippedrome track. 


Misses Howard and Conner in iron 
jaw turn are next to closing. 

Riding Crandalls take up the clos- 
ing spot with their Bareback Riding 
Sehool turn, many years old, but 
still amusing. Act is presented with 
e aid of a trio of town youngsters 


fer; Jimmie 


distributes | 


than 


who | 





animals. 

Sideshow is not strong 
by W. E. DeBarrie, and 
include Princess Esther, 
Johnson, fire 
‘Daggers of Death’: Bill 
Punch and Magic; Anna 
snakes; Mrs. De Barrie, 
Bird Circus. Andrew 
lecturer. 


managed 
attractions 
mind read- 
eater; Mile. 
Josephine, 
Health, 
Laving, 
Australia 
Johnson is 


Sam B. Hill is general manager, 
Mrs. Dill is in charge of the front 
door and Arthur Hopper general 


agent, 


Mix-‘101’ Appeal Up 
Harrisburg, May 30. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
this week heard the case of alleged 
violation of contract of Tom 
with the ‘101 Ranch’ Wild 
Show. The case was brought here 
on appeal by the Western Show Co., 
Inc., from a ruling of the Erie 
County Court, which granted a new 
trial in the damage suit. 

The appellant operates the ‘101 
Ranch’ show and contended it was 
damaged $345,000 when Mix failed 
to join and to continue with it. The 
Erie court awarded a verdict of 
$90,000. 

In granting a new trial the Erie 
court admitted it had erred in per- 
mitting as evidence the opinions of 
experts to estimate the damage suf- 
fered. Counsel the Millers ar- 
gued here that the county court had 
not erred in this particular, and 
asked that its order for a new trial 
he reversed, 


for 


H-W Squared in Buffalo 


Buffalo, May 30. 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show, show- 
ing here Decoration Day, almost 


lost its lot permit five days before 
the show reached town. Neighbors 
~zistered a kick with the city fath- 
ers when concession permit applica- 
tions began to pour in by scores. 

Required special trip here by Bill 
Butler, Ringling-Barnum factotum, 
to iron out the situation. 





Carnival Revenue Idea 


Davenport, Ia., May 30. 

The S. W. Brundage shows opened 
its lowa season here this week after 
being in winter quarters at East 
Moline. Present indications point 
to a tougher season than 1931. 

Everything on a pay basis, with 
a time assessed to take a look at 
the electric generating plant. Out- 
fit carries a prcture show. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week, May 30-June 4) 


Anderson-Srader: Hastings, Neb. 
Beckmann & Gerety: Peoria, I). 
Bendixen: Marshall, Minn. 


Bernardi Expo,: Des Moines, Ia. 
Bruce: Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Brundage: Davenport, Ia. 

Capital: B'ooming Prairie, Minn. 
Capital City: Atlanta, Ga. 
Castle-Ehrlich: Burlington, Ta. 
Coleman Bros.; New London, Conn. 
Diamond Sis.: Keithsburg, Il. 
Dicks Paramount: Taunton, Mass. 
Edwards: Shelby, O. 
Friendly City: Johnstown, Pa, 
Gray: Eagle Lake, Tex. 
Greenburg, Colorado Springs 
Hansen: Joliet, -In. 

Heyn: St. Louis, Mo. 

Isler: Lawrence, Kan. 
Jones: Johnstown, Pa 
Landes: Newtown, Kan, 
Landes: Newton, Kan. 
Lang: Maplewood, Mo. 
McLaughlin: Mayfield, Pa. 
{<Mahon: Marysville, Kan. 


Colo 


Owen: Trenton, Ky. 

Pearson: Palatine, Il. 

tubin & Cherry: Columbus, 0 
Shugart: Honey Grove, Tex. 


Sols Liberty: De Kalb, Ill, 
Sunset: Hardin, Ill 

United Motorized: Columbus, O 
Western: Whitesburg, Ky. 


West Coast: Jackson, Cal, 
Zeiger: Boulder, Colo. 
Al G. Barnes 
June 1 ‘olorado Springs, Colo.; 2-4 
Denve 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
June 1, Rochester, N. Y.; 2, Auburn; 3 
Utica; 4, Kingston; 5, Brooklyn. 
Ringling-Barnum 
Jur 1, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: 2, W mes- 
port; 3, Harrisburg; 4, Reading 
Sells- Floto 
June 1, Norristown, Pa Trenton, N 


‘ Montclair; 4, Westf field; 6, South 
zone Park, N. Y 7. Huntingtor & 
Hempstead; 9, Far Rockaway; 19, Queer 


ckheon Heights 


| clientele, 


‘the 
j}and 


Mix, | 
West | 


‘is stained, 
| day 


| dle 











| (from 


| entirely 


classes, are now 
erately priced dinners accompanied 
by the invitation to remain after 
10 o’ciock and dance the evening out 


offering mod- 


free of cover charge. 

That makes it simply swell for 
the chiseling gentry They arrive 
just in time to beat the deadline 
Late dinners are not only fashion- 
able, but, taken at a leasurely tem- 
po, may be prolonged into the sup- 
per hour with only ginger ale to in- 
‘rease laddition 

Though they have ceased to be the 
spenders that tabloid readers like 
to fancy them, the aristocrats are 
still the autocrats of their dining 
halls. They comprise an exacting 


sensitive, easily displeased. 
Dishes served too h_t, too cold. 
The orchestra is loud, too soft. 
The occupants of the next table are 
being just a trifle noisy, doesn’t the 
maitre think? They complain that 
maestro is putting on weicht 
not nearly as he used to 
be. They let it be known that the 
him in 
aped their 
like it a 


are 


too 


so chic 


scandalous reference to 
recent column has not esx 
attention—and they don't 
bit. 

Bills for Repairs 


Gilt from one of the chairs rubs 
off on the hostess’s slipper, a 
a..stocking torn. 
the management receives a bill 
for the damage, the claimant’s iden- 
tity is so imposing that the man- 
agement doesn’t dare protest. Her 


dress 


;name looks too well in the society 


columns coupled with announce- 
ments of smart restaurant dinner 
parties. Better to pay for the dress. 

Society’s determination to keep up 
appearances without paying the 
piper has disillusioned its servitors. 
Waiters whose boast was the serv- 
ing of first families have lost their 
regard for gentle lineage They'd 
rather do the bidding of the not-so- 
blue-blood gentry that can’t distin- 
guish between souffle and sous 
cloche. 

In the old days the average diner- 
out was barred from _  social-con- 
scious dinner spots. Today, Joe 
Mugg may enter the smartest room 
in town without being stared down | 


by a forbidding head-waiter. The 
staff perks up when ho enters. 
Scorning the table d’hote, puzzled | 


by the cryptic French items on the 


menu, he bases his selections on the 
prestige of price He orders the 
best. He tips on the old scale. He 


is the white hope of expensive, 
uorless dining rooms, 


liq- 





Circuses Checking 


Buffalo, May 30. 

Circuses, for first time since be- 
fore the war, are checking all bill- 
board locations this season. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace is sending 
special representative in three days 
ahead of each stand to check poster 
locations with local plant owners. 

Id@a borrowed from commercial 
outdoor advertisers. 


80 Corn Belt Fairs 


Dubuque, Ia., May 30. 
Iowa schedules 80 fairs, ‘eahection 
to A. R. Corey, secretary of the Iowa 
fair board. 
In the majority of instances no 
curtailment in the entertainment 
features has been planned, but 





| Slashes have been made in premium 


lists. 


Town Council’s Vote 
Frankfurt am Main, May 30. 

Fritz von Unruh’s latest play 
‘Zero, has been withdrawn from 
the Frankfurt Schauspielhaus. An 
new procedure of criticism 
followed. The city council 
voted with regard to the artistic 
value of the play. Forty votes 
Nationalsocialists to 
rum party) were against, 38 
(Democratic party to Communistic) 
in favor. 


was 


votes 


in Penna. 


Pa., May 26. 


Barnett Bros. 
Uniontown, 
first circus to play F 
county this season will be Barnett 
Bros.’ wild animal circus. 
Trick has secured licenses to 
here on Saturday, June 11, 
nelisville, Pa., on Monday, 


The 


avette 
play 
and Cor- 


June 13. 


A. C. Speedway For Sale 


May 390 


Atlantic City 


The Atlantic City Speedway at 
Amatol, which started off ir 
a whirl of championship motor race 
six years ago, is up for sale b; 
Sheriff Dan Conway 

It’s the largest circular wooden 
rack iy in: al 


} guna 





JOSEPH JACKSON 
Joseph 


writer, 





Hollywood 
La- 


Jackson, 38 
drowned near his 


cottage Thursday 


was 
seach 


when he ecoli.psed in the water 
| from heart failure He is s vived 
by Ethel S nnon (Mrs. Ja yn) 
nd a four-vye old 
Jackson entered pictures in 1918S 


Next | 


Oe ————— 


as pressagent in New York for 


Goldwyn. H Ws past president 
of the Wampas He worked ¢ 
most of the earlv Vitaphone talke« 
and had Ist ompleted hve year 
ontract for Warners 

Ethel Shannon, wife of Joe Jack 
son, feft the hospital Sunday to 
attend services for the writer in a] 


state of semi-col 

Speakers were Rupert Hu; 
Father Dodd and Ted Cook, with 
most of writing silgtalria present 


STEWART CASH 











Valentine Kincaid, 51, died at the 
wa Lodge, Saranac Lake, N. 
May 23. He had been a cuest of the 
lodge for the past three years and 
a sufferer from tuberculosis for the 
past five. Was a member of Pittse- 
¢ ‘ IATS! Two sisters 
M. S. Cook, 64, dic suddenly of 
eart attack While siting riends 
S 1d neé Mir He was the 
I ld atres Supe ) 1d 
ther ta p ind ud 
also operated Yr in} ese Sure 
vived by five sons d daughter, 
| 
Campbell McCullough Bailey, 56, 
father of Hester and Stan Bailey 
and husband of Lillian Bailey, died 
May 12 at his home in Louisville, 
Ky., following an Iness of six 
weeks 
Thos. F. McNulty, who wrote 
T e Old Grey \iare i campaign 
ong in 1887, died at s home in 
Baltimore May 25. He had written 


Songs. 


Mannie Levine, 26, treasurer of 


the Gayety theatre, Washington, D, 
C., was killed in an auto accident 
May 23 near Oxen Hill, Md. He 
| leaves a widow. 

PES Sot 2. 

Mrs. Annie Lenihan, S86, mother 
}of Ed Lenihan, RKO New York 
|district manager, died May 23 at 
jher home in Atlantic City. Five 
| children survive, 


Mrs. Stewart ¢ } who osec 
her engagement with a road show 
Thursday night (26) 1 Phoenix 
Ariz., announced the death, May 23, 
of her husband in Tucson, 

Cash, 40-year old Kansas City 
'actor, died of heart disease. He 
was burried Saturday (28) in Tuc- | 
son. He was a member of the com- 
pany in which Mrs. Cash played 
They were married five weeks ago 
in Dallas, Tex. 

Mrs. Cash is known as ‘Miss Mis- 
souri.’ 

HOWARD P. KINGSMORE 

Howard P. Kingsmore, 45, for- 
mer city manager for Loew's the- 
atres in Baltimore, and later asso- 





| died 


at A NEEL ETE 


ciated with Warner Brothers, died 


May 21 in New York after several 
months’ illness. 
Kingsmore was ae well-known 


newspaper man in Philadelphia. 
JAMES S. KITTS 

Simon Kitt&, veteran actor, 
1 the New York Home 
where he had been 


James 
ifay 26 


for Incurables, 


tender, loving memory of my rn eee ae eae ved 


Husband, Sweetheart and Pal 


TIM O’DONNELL 


Weparted Jan 29 
Born on the 3ist of 
Decoration Day. 
Our birthday —my nd mine 
God bless and rest your soul in peace, 


| MARY GREENE O'DONNELL 
| 
| 
| 


after 


Stay “day 


sweetheart # a 


under the care of the Actors’ Fund 
for several years. He was associ- 
|} ated with the late Sidney Drew and 


i with A. H. Woods in his earlier ven- 


tures. Interment in Brooklyn. 
KITTY 3ANKS 
Kitty Banks, 27, of Philadelphia, 


died at the N. V. A. Lodge, Saranac 
Lake, May 26, of tuberculosis. She 
had come to the Lodge from a Phil- 


adelphia Sanatorium’ only two 
weeks previously. Had been with 
the Greenwich Village Follies and 


had worked for the MeFadden pub- 








| 


} 
Zent- | 


lications. Interment in Philadel- 
phia. 





CARRIE COLBURN 
Carrie Colburn, 73, old-time 
tress, died in New York May 23. She 
left the stage for the screen some 


ac- 


years ago, playing character parts, 
but wag inactive at the time of her 
death. 

LADY "GREGORY 

Lady Gregory, 80, prolifie Irish 
'dramatist and director of the Ab- 
|be’ Players of Dublin, died in Bel- 
fast May 23. 

She made numerous visits to 
America, chiefly to lecture on the 
Irish drama on behalf of her the- 
atre project, which she instituted in 
1904. 

GEORGE RUBIN 

George Rubin, Jewish actor, died 
in Mt. Sinai hospital, New York, 
May 28 A fall strained his heart, 
resulting in his death. 

THOMAS JAMES 

Thomas James, 64, profe ionally 
known as ‘Carmenella,’ died in Can- 
ton, O., May 21. He was an old-time 

aude performer and was one of 
the first picture theatre owners in 
Canton, having opened the Bijou 
! n f ago. Hi Fido two 
sons and a té I e. Inte ‘ 


jat 
| th 


| Me 


.» illie, 


Mother, 70, of Wm. Ollendorf, the- 
vical newsdealer v-idely known to 
eatrical folk around the Square as 
died in Mt. Sinai hospital 
ay 24, 


Tom Skeyhill, 





war time aviator, 


was killed in a plane crash at Hyan- 
| nis, Mass., May 23. His widow, 
| Marie Adels, an actress, and a child 
| survive 

| F = 

Wife, 35, of Phil Gordon, of the 
Chicago RKO Club booking office, 
died of a lingering illness there 
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died in Chicago 


| Freeman and 
passed 


de 


he 


teed 


g the 


pr 
ishows to be 


Husband and two children 
surial at Waldheim. 


irvive. 


George L. Kosure, veteran actor, 
at the age of 77. 

He was the father of Ned Melroy 
1d the Melroy Sisters. 
of Charles 
Mrs. Sime 
May 25, 


Mother, 76, and Jesse 
Silverman 
away, at Syracuse, 


e me 





Eleanor Irene Christiano, 20, for- 
er Albertina Rasch dancer, is 
ad. Interment in Revere, Mass. 





Mother of Roxy La Rocca, died at 
r home in Peoria, Iil., May 23. 


Legit Merger 


(Continued from page 49) 

virtually guarane 
Subscribers ticke- 
2.50 top but dues of join- 
Guild list is said to bring 
up to $3. The difference 
retofore has gone to the Guild 


their 
attendance. 
s are 


zs due to 


e cost 


promotion costs. Theatres do 


not participate in the dues nu ney. 


Understood the Guild has re- 
ived better sharing terms for its 
ad bookings because the subscrip- 
ms have assured the theatres of 
ofitable business. That othet 
selected will demand 


the same terms is anticipated 
| milid booked wich Shuberts wntil 
two years ago, when after a dis- 
pute it switched to Erlanzer’s 
Hostile moves against Guild shows 
were attributed to the Shuberts 
Hioweve id times and the necese- 
sity of doing away with road onpo- 
sition brought the factions together, 
vith Erlanger’s making the ar- 
rangemonts. Road bookings for 
ibscription shows will la the 
Shubert house in one s c and 
tr langer’s in another, idea beirg to 

even up in the Ik ru 
GRAYSON’S THEATRE % 
i 4 ‘ 0. 
| ( ‘ last at 
the |] t tel, gos to the 
Pala a nt } ind, June 7 on 
, p ve en] 

i be augmer 2 16 girt 
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| RADIO, WE ARE HERE! 


i To Remove Every Program Worry 
Hi From Sponsor and Agency 


| © 
Our Comprehensive Plan Includes: 


CREATING THE IDEA 
PROVIDING COMPLETE CONTINUITY 
DEVELOPING AND WRITING THE SCRIPT 
CASTING - REHEARSING 


“OUR SCRIPTS TELL THE STORY” 
= : 





























Offering a Service to 


ADVERTISING AGENCIES, SPONSORS AND ARTISTS 


Who Desire 


NOVEL RADIO PROGRAMS 


THIS SERVICE IS HEADED BY 


AL BOASBERG 


FAMOUS AUTHOR RENOWNED FOR HIS COMEDY ACHIEVEMENTS 


Whose Work, for the Following Stage, Screen and Radio Stars, Makes Him the Outstanding F igure in These Fields, 





HAROLD LLOYD, MARIE DRESSLER and POLLY MORAN, BUSTER KEATON, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, KARL DANE 

and GEORGE K. ARTHUR, JACK OAKIE, WALLACE BEERY, WHEELER and WOOLSEY, CHARLOTTE GREENWOOD, 

JIMMIE DURANTE, EDDIE CANTOR, LAUREL AND HARDY, DOROTHY MACKAILL, CHARLIE MURRAY, VILMA 
BANKY, ROD LA ROQUE 





BEN BERNIE, PHIL BAKER, JACK BENNY, HARRY ROSE, JOE PENNER, BOB HOPE, RUSS BROWN, RICHY CRAIG, Jr., 
GEORGE BEATTY, BURNS and ALLEN, BLOCK and SULLY, OLSEN and JOHNSON 


® 
AL BOASBERG & ROCKE AND LIVINGSTON, Inc. 


Offices and Studios at 1776 Broadway, New York. 





Telephone Circle 7-2414 
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